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Who will bag the ultimate Answer? 


©ESPN, Inc. 2000 


Jim Jividen, Boynton Beach, FL 
Specialty: 1958 San Francisco Giants 


Larry Glickstein, Scotch Plains, NJ 
Specialty: 1994 Penn State football 


Willy Gibson, Columbus, OH 
Specialty: Deion Sanders 


Three bold men. One target — sports trivia supremacy. 
The frenzied, climactic moment of the hunt has arrived. 


WATCH THE FINALS OF ESPN’S 2-MINUTE DRILL phy fede Se 
CHRISTMAS DAY @ 7PM ET ON ESPN fe 2 minuteDRILL 
.e 


ESPN’S 2-MINUTE DRILL. THE ULTIMATE SPORTS QUIZ SHOW. 


: NBA 
14 
Toughing it out 


through them. 


17 
Insider 


19 


| ’ Team notes 


Cover story 
8 


1 Winners and then some 
| Kurt Warner and Marshall Faulk, 
H our Sportsmen of the Year, 
have separated themselves from 
other athletes not only with their 
gaudy numbers but with their 
unselfishness and perseverance. 


The most durable players and 
other veterans reveal the keys to 
avoiding injuries—and playing 


Dave D'Alessandro probes 
the constant battle of wills between 
Phil Jackson and Kobe Bryant. 


Relentless drive 
Troy Murphy continually finds 
ways to motivate himself. 


Insider 
Mike DeCourcy looks at upstart 
teams around the country. 


NFL 


35 
A fearsome kick 


The resilient Broncos are emerging 
as a dangerous team. 


36 


Insider 


Dan Pompei sizes up the new 
Trent Dilfer; The War Room 
reports on coaching candidates. 


39 


Team notes 


Free-flowing cash 
Rangers owner Tom Hicks, who is 
known for making deals that other 
people think are strange, decides if 

he’s in for a penny, he’s in for a 
pound with Alex Rodriguez. 


Insider 
Ken Rosenthal analyzes the 
Rangers, Rockies, Red Sox and five 
other teams that bear watching 
in 2001. 


61 


Insider 
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Choice voice ‘am 
sure glad that Seattle built 
that new stadium so they 
could retain their superstars. 
Are you watching, Pittsburgh, 
Detroit, Milwaukee, Houston?’ 


—Kevin Bjerke 
Waukesha, Wis. 


A vote for MVP 


Paul Attner wrote a great 
piece on Donovan McNabb 
(TSN, December 18). I 
became more convinced 
than ever that he is the NFL 
MVP. The last few games he 
has started to bring his 
numbers to a level 
comparable with Rich 
Gannon and the other 
favorites, but McNabb has 
virtually no weapons! It’s 
truly incredible what he is doing and 
frightening to think how good he would be with 
a Randy Moss or Robert Smith (or even a full 
year of Duce Staley), No one is more valuable 
to his team than McNabb, Attner’s excellent 
piece is the piece de resistance on the subject. 

Marshall Auerback 
Fernhurst, England 


McNabb 


BOB LEVERONE/ TSN 


Call him Carnac 


You already published my prediction on the 
return of Mario Lemieux (TSN, October 11, 
1999). It’s nice to see a good man and the 
pride of Pittsburgh rise to the top, again. Now 
about that Lemieux prediction ... I just had to 
gloat a little. I’m sure my earlier comments 
made readers chuckle at the time, and even I 
felt a little foolish for sending them to you. 
Also, thank you for being the best sports read 
out there. 

Matthew Mourer 
Chicora, Pa. 


Bowl disgust 


As I scanned the December 11 issue, I 
couldn't help but notice the number of bowls 
listed (25). I always thought bowl games were 
a reward for excellence. Then I noted some of 
the schools’ records and almost gagged: UNLV 
(7-5) vs. Arkansas (6-5); Boston College (6-5) 
vs. Arizona State (6-5); Virginia (6-5), Texas 
Tech (7-5), Minnesota (6-5), West Virginia (6- 


Follow the money 

If payrolls win pennants, the American 
League should have a new leader after Alex 
Rodriguez signed a 10-year, $252 million 
contract with the Rangers. But Mike Stern of 
Crescent City, Calif., doesn’t think cash will 
lead to riches of the postseason variety, After 
all, A-Rod is just one player. 

“1 guess the ol’ saying that ‘no man is 
bigger than the team’ is out of date now. On 
the same day that Wayne Gretzky and Steve 
Ellman purchased the Phoenix Coyotes for $87 
million, Alex Rodriguez signed for $252 million. 
Of course, with his signing, look out American 
League West,” Stern writes. “The Rangers are 
a lock for the pennant, just like the Dodgers 
were last year. If | remember, the Rangers 
needed pitching, not another shortstop.” 

The astronomical figures appear to be 
more than academic to Matt Murphy of 
Rochester, N.Y., who explores the domino 
effect of baseball salaries. 

“What is this world coming to? One guy is 
going to make $45,000 per at-bat based on 
last year’s numbers. Does it really sound right 
that with one or two swings he will be 
making more than probably half of the people 
in the world make in one year?” Murphy asks. 
“The people who are paying for this are all of 
us—not just the ones that go to the games, 
watch on TV or buy the merchandise, The 
cost of all these elevated salaries gets carried 
over to every consumer. Not only are ticket 
prices going to go up along with T-shirt costs, 
but advertising costs on every billboard and 
every commercial are going to rise. This is 
going to be passed on to us in every product .. 
that we buy. Either I need a better job, or | 
should stop caring about baseball.” 


college game. These teams are a disgrace to 
the tradition of excellence we expect. 
Charlie Tuttle 
Greenville, Pa. 


Upon further review 


Frank Craighill is deputy chairman of 
Octagon Worldwide. His title was incorrect in 
the December 18 issue. 


Gota TING 
News would love to hear from you. Write Voice 
of the Fan, 10176 Corporate Square Drive, Suite 
200, St. Louis, MO 63132, fax your message to 
us at 314-997-0765, or send us electronic mail 
at tsnmail@sportingnews.com. Be sure toanclude 
your name and city with your e-mail, THE 
SPORTING NEWS reserves the right to edit letters 
for brevity and content. 
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@ Hey, didn’t you 
used to be John 
Calipari/Bruiser 
Flint/Billy Bayno? 

@ That tick ... tick ... 
tick you hear isn’t from 
lil’ Danny Snyder's 
pocket watch, as the 
Spies say the post-Norv 
locker room is implodin’ 
faster than you can 
count to three: 1) play- 
ers're pointin’ fingers; 2) 
eyes're rollin’ in meet- 


ings; and 3) rubbing salt 


in the wounds, the only 
laughs are at Pepper 
Rodgers’ rah-rah 
speeches. Hey-yo, now 
would be a good time - 
to charge admission to 
Deadskin Park. 

@ Speaking of the 
Deadskins, one Spy 
whispers that the on- 
field beatin’s are just 
the tip of Mr. Snyder's 
frustration, as his 
status as league 
punching bag/punch- 
line have him 
considerin’ (sniff) 
sellin’ (sniff) this ship- 


wreck (honk!). Fly’s take 
(shaddup!): Talk about a 
fixer-upper. 

@ Dealin’ Cards is 
what Walt Jocketty does 
best, but a few around 
the league had trouble 
keeping a poker face 
after Fernando Tatis was 
sent north o’ the border 
after three, count ’em, 
bad months for two 
good—not great—arms. 
But St. Loo Spies say 
the problems with 
Freddy have less to do 
with what he does be- 
tween the lines, more 
with what's going on 
‘tween the ears. 

@ Yeah, yeah, it may 
just be the NHell regular 


‘Hopefully, when it’s over, 


they won't be calling 
Mr. Hicks a fool, but the 
wisest man in baseball.’ 


Alex Rodriguez on Rangers owner Tom 
Hicks, who signed him to a 10-year, 


$252 million contract. 


: season, but somethin’s 

: not quite right with the 
: Wings, who're gettin’ 

: clipped by really, really 
? mediocre teams, and at 
: The Joe, no less, where 
: they can't score in the 


crunch. One player tells 


: the Spies: “We have our 
: best players on the ice. 

: We shouldn't have 

: trouble putting the puck 
: in the net.” 


@ How far were the 


: (in the) Red Sox willing 
: to go to land their man, 
: oh Manny? Those 160 

: mil dead presidents 

: were good for starters, 

: but three recruiting calls 
: from Nomar, Pedro and, 


yep, Carl Everett helped 


: sway Beantown’s new 


monster. The reason 
for the full-court 
player press? Sssse- 
rious desperation after 
learnin’ the Duke's fall- 
back was (gulp!) Jose 
Canseco. 

@ Speaking of 
Mount Everett, the 
Spies deepinthehearta 


FICKLE FATES: Ramirez’ ear 
was buzzin’, but Canseco 
was left with no more than a 
dial tone during Boston's 
push for a prime-time player. 


KEITH SEIDEL FOR TSN 


say, yup, that 
was a certain 
slugger/head- 
case huddled 
with Jimy 
Williams at the 
winter meetings, 
tryin’ to do some 
mendin’ on those club- 
house fences. Carl’s 
concession was to OK 
psych testing on that 
fragile psyche. The 
skip’s was to take him 
off the holiday sale 
rack. Will they be 
happy together? For 
now, yes. Ever after? 
Don't bet yer chowder 
on it. 

@ That thud you 
heard is the drop in 
stock of NBAbies-in 
waitin’ Tyson Chandler 


: and Eddy Curry, yes- 

i terday’s can't-miss kids 
: but tomorrow’s lotto 

: scratch-offs. So which 

: kid are league per- 

: sonnel wonks jumpin’ 

: through hoops to see 

: today? DeSagana Diop, 
: who, one birddog whis- 
i pers to Fly, is the real 

: deal, Shaquille. 


@ Finally, Fly's 


: workin’ title for baseball 


owners’ offseason cam- 


: paign: Got milked? 


Buzz in for a daily 
dose-o-Fly at 
sportingnews.com. 


A-Rod’s contract. Don’t think of it 

as a tribute to Scott Boras’ ne- 
gotiating acumen. Think of it as a 
mnemonic device for remembering 
1) the team owner's last name and 
2) the Rangers’ business image. 


NFL fines. Rams players were 

docked $90,000 for reviving the 
Bob 'N’ Weave, making it the 
second-most costly ritual in team 
history behind only Lawrence 
Phillips’ Assault 'N’ Battery. 


The bowls. Dozens are con- 

tested, but only one really mat- 
ters. They're sports’ version of the 
states’ presidential elections. 


Jerry Rice, His last home game 

as a Niner offers tangible proof 
that the team’s glory days are over. 
Of course, so do the NFL standings. 


The 2012 Olympics. Among the 

U.S. cities bidding is Cincinnati, 
where citizens already have designed 
the torch-lighting ceremony: They 
want to use Mike Brown at the stake. 


December 28, 1958 


It's been 42 years since the 
Baltimore Colts defeated the New 
York Giants in what is often 
referred to as the greatest NFL’ 
game ever. 

The Colts, after tying the game 
on a field goal with 7 seconds to 
play, won on their first possession 
in overtime. The Colts pushed the 
ball to the 1, and quarterback 
Johnny Unitas gave the ball to 
fullback Alan Ameche, who 
rammed into the end zone on a 
third-down play. The touchdown 
gave Baltimore the NFL 
championship, 23-17, in the 
league's first sudden-death game. 

Unitas still holds the franchise 
record for most career passing yards 
with 39,768 and most touchdown 
passes in a season with 32. 
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|. they were shining lights 


TSN‘ SPORTSMEN 
OF THE YEAR 


itebabatiste more 
Not only did 

KURT WARNER ancl 
MARSHALL FAULK 
torch defenses, 

roll up huge numbers 


and collect Super 
Bowl rings in 2000, 


off the field, too, 
with their stories 
of perseverance 
and benevolence — 


By Paul Attner 


ord knows, we felt considerable responsibility 
to name the best possible distinguished ath- 
lete/shining citizen as the recipient of THE 
SportinG News 2000 Sportsman of the Year 
award. This has been another in a series of 
tawdry years for sports, particularly on the pro 

level. Too many examples of reckless 

behavior, of criminal conduct, of 

financial arrogance, of gross immatu- 
rity, of scandal and utter disregard for the feel- 
ings of both fans and ownership. 

So we didn’t think it enough to identify the 
mere superstar who seemed a suitable Sports- 
man. Name the sport—you can recite a bevy of 
standouts in each whose accomplishments 
make you marvel at how they possibly can be 
so good and still walk and talk like the rest of 
us. 

No, we wanted more. We wanted athletic 
gods who also reflected another sort of unique- 
ness. We wanted meritorious character and 
intelligence and a sense of place and time; we 
wanted our Sportsman to be an example of 
great performance and admirable deportment, 
a dominant role model who is a positive 
influence rather than simply a shoe and apparel 
salesman. 

To our relief, we found an abundance of 
worthy candidates, including baseball’s Derek 
Jeter, Mike Piazza and Pedro Martinez, the 
NBA's Shaquille O’Neal and the NFLs Peyton 
Manning. But there were two nominees so spe- 
cial, so talented, and so high-minded in both 
their in-uniform deeds and off-field endeavors 
that we felt it would be shortsighted to attempt 
to choose between the two. So we proudly 
present our co-recipients of the TSN 2000 
Sportsman of the Year award: Rams team- 
mates Kurt Warner and Marshall Faulk. 
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TSN‘ SPORTSMEN 
OF THE YEAR 


Not only are they the paramount rea- 
sons behind one of the greatest feel-good 
stories in years—the rise of the woeful St. 
Louis Rams from the pits of the NFL to 
Super Bowl champions—but they also are 
excellent examples of what perseverance, 
mixed with considerable talent, can reap. 
And, refreshingly, they have recognized 
their potential influence in the community 
by giving back some of their wealth—and 
by attempting to spread a message of hope 
and goodwill to anyone willing to listen. 

That they have arrived at this point— 
arguably two of the top five players in the 
NFL and acknowledged leaders of one of 
the league’s elite teams—is a stunning 
accomplishment in itself, considering both 
faced substantial obstacles in their lives 
that could have ended any athletic dreams 
well short of fruition. 

“We both have great stories to tell,” says 
Faulk. “There are lots of reasons neither of 
us should be where we are today. But we 
are, and I know that both of us remain 
grateful for what happened to us. And I 
think we both want to make sure we show 
our appreciation by how we act and how 
we treat others.” 

It is remarkable how similar they are as 
players. They have a steely toughness, an 
ability to produce under pressure, a knack 
for making decisions quickly and correctly, 
a desire to be recognized among the truly 
best. Before they became starters with the 
team last season, the Rams were a 
franchise treading in mediocrity, void of a 
winning record for nine years, with little 
upside. But that was before Warner, who 
was so underappreciated by the Rams that 
he was exposed in the expansion draft to 
the Browns, became an unexpected starter 
and before Faulk, who had been obtained 
in an offseason trade with the Colts, 
blossomed into one of the best multi- 
dimensional backs in league history. They 
played so well that even though Warner 
eventually was named league MVP, it 
could be argued that Faulk instead should 
have won the award. 

Together, their results have been stun- 
ning. Last season, with both starting every 
game, the Rams went 16-3 while creating 
all types of mayhem for defenses. Masterminded by Mike Martz—the team’s new 
offensive coordinator who had, until then, been a relatively obscure assistant 
coach— the Rams shredded various defensive schemes, using the long pass to 
dominate a league that heavily emphasizes the controlled passing of the West 
Coast offense. These Rams were just so much fun to watch, so daring, so 
unflappable, so dangerous. And no one was more feared than Warner, the former 
Arena League star, and Faulk, whose talents had been buried amid all the losing 
his last two years in Indianapolis. Together, they demolished the team’s record 
book and put a considerable dent into the NFL. Few. quarterbacks in league 
history had enjoyed a season like Warner’s; his accomplishments included 41 
touchdown passes, 4,353 passing yards and a 109.2 passer rating. And no NFL 
back had ever equaled Faulk’s output of 2,429 combined receiving and rushing 
yards. Together, they helped the Rams to their first league title since 1951. 

And their joint value was never more evident than last month, when injuries 
disrupted them and the team. Before Warner broke the pinkie finger on his 
throwing hand and Faulk injured a knee, the Rams again were better than 
anyone in the NFL—winners of six straight, fielding an offense on pace to become 
the most prolific ever. Then Warner and Faulk went down and St. Louis became 
much more humble. With one or both out of the lineup, the team lost four of six, 


including a 1-3 mark in November. Now, with both healthy again, the Rams may 
be regaining the kind of fearsome presence that once again would place them 
among the favorites to play in Super Bowl 35. 

In the process, Warner has shown that last season was no fluke. “If anything, 
he is better,” says 49ers defensive coordinator Jim Mora Jr. “You can see he is 
even more comfortable in what he is doing.” And Faulk has proved to be even 
more formidable and more consistent as defenses debate whether to cover him 
with a linebacker or defensive back. “He’s the best overall offensive player in the 
league,” says Titans defensive coordinator Gregg Williams. 

But they contribute more than talent. So much of the team’s ongoing success 
stems from their leadership abilities. Watch Warner on the sideline; he is all fire 
and determination, stalking and talking. Faulk’s input is less demonsirative. His 
professional manner—no Ram prepares more thoroughly for a game—and his 
incredible confidence draw teammates to him, and he readily admits he will use 
a quick needle, if not blunt criticism, to motivate one of his peers. The Rams 
concede they had no idea Warner would ever be this good, but who did? Who 
could have imagined he would be this accurate, this consistent, this audacious? 
But they also underestimated Faulk. They knew they were acquiring a talented 
runner-receiver who already had four 1,000-yard rushing seasons. But they 


oe Re ht: 


WES - 
never realized the level of Faulk’s mental and physical strength—he was back on 
the field this fall two weeks after knee surgery—the positive effect of his locker- 
room charisma, and that his on-field versatility was so extreme. He is 
unquestionably the NFUs scariest receiving threat coming out of the backfield. 

“It's no surprise to me that they should be honored like this,” says Rams 
president John Shaw. “The huge turnaround we have had the last two years is a 
result of Kurt and Marshall and probably Mike Martz; they are the difference. 
And they stand for very high professionalism and high moral conduct and 
character.” 

Yet, in many ways, these two bold men are very dissimilar. One is white, 
married, from the Midwest—an outgoing, deeply religious, wide-eyed innocent 
whose too-good-to-be-true ascent to fame has left him still trying to figure out 
how to deal with the nuances and nuisances of his new life. The other is black, 
single, from the deep south—a private, moody, introverted, keep-them-at-arms- 
length, deep-thinking, wary veteran of the housing projects, a street-smart 
sophisticate who took years to adjust to the fame he first encountered during his 
three extraordinary seasons at San Diego State. 

The way they view the world and the message they broadcast are shaped by 
these contrasting life experiences. Warner sees his time in the spotlight as an 
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TSN Sportsman 


of the Year winners 


1968 Denny McLain 

1969 Tom Seaver 

1970 John Wooden . 

1971 Lee Trevino * 

1972 Charles 0. Finley 
1973 0.J. Simpson 

1974 Lou Brock 

1975 Archie Griffin 

1976 Larry O’Brien 

1977 Steve Cauthen 

1978 Ron Guidry 

1979 Willie Stargell 

1980 George Brett 

1981 Wayne Gretzky 

1982 Whitey Herzog 

1983 Bowie Kuhn 

1984 Peter Ueberroth 

1985 Pete Rose 

1986 Larry Bird 

1987 None 

1988 Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
1989 Joe Montana 

1990 Nolan Ryan 

1991 Michael Jordan 

1992 Mike Krzyzewski 
1993 Cito Gaston and Pat Gillick 
1994 Emmitt Smith 

1995 Cal Ripken Jr. 

1996 Joe Torre 

1997 Mark McGwire 

1998 Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa 
1999 New York Yankees 
2000 Kurt Warner and Marshall Faulk 


opportunity to spread the word of his Lord. 
Faulk seeks the spotlight only if he feels 
such exposure will ultimately benefit the 
inner-city kids who are the recipients of 
virtually all of his extensive charitable 
activities. 

“T can’t believe you can meet better 
people than Kurt and Marshall,” says Martz. 
“You'd think there, might be a rivalry, 
considering they both are good and it is 
human nature to want as much fame for 
yourself as you can get. But if that is the 
case with these two, they hide it really well. 
There is a mutual admiration between them that is reflected in how they play 
with each other. It’s so refreshing to see.” 


lo 
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hat makes Kurt Warner so appealing to all of us is the simple purity 

of his story. This was Mr. Everyman actually succeeding in the fan- 

tasy world of pro football. Here was a league MVP who not so long 

ago was a store clerk restocking shelves; an alumnus of the minor 
leagues of his trade—the Arena League, NFL Europe; a reject who was cut by 
the Packers and overlooked by the Browns in the expansion draft; a husband 
who joyfully married a single mom with two kids, including one with special 
needs; a minimum-wage guy with no pretensions, just a deep faith in his ability 
and a refusal to give up even when every sign indicated he needed to find an- 
other day job. 

It was the type of tale that just doesn’t happen anymore in our sports world, 
at least not to the magnitude of Warner's success. At 28, despite having thrown 
only 11 passes in the NFL, he emerged as the best player in the league. And for 
good measure, he added MVP of Super Bow! 34 by throwing for a record 414 
yards against Tennessee. 
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And what continues to make him so 
appealing is the way he has absorbed all this 
glory. He has been rewarded handsomely 
for his 1999 work—a seven-year, $46.35 
million contract—and has collected other 
trinkets of today’s fame: an autobiography, 
his own children’s book, his own cereal, 
growing endorsements. But he has lost none 
of that enthusiastic, aw-shucks personality 
that we so rarely see anymore from our 
stars. He spews energy and friendliness, with 
little of the selfish, spoiled aura that soils so 
many of his. peers. He has expressed 
concern over the lack of privacy in his life, 
but he'll eventually realize that is the trade- 
off for so much of the good fortune that has 
come his way. 

“We've tried really hard to manage his 
time better,” says Marci Moran, the Rams’ 
director of community relations who 
handles many of the off-field demands for 
Warner's presence. “And | think he has 
learned to say no better than last year. But 
he still is so upbeat and open-armed about 
everything. He sincerely enjoys what he 
does, and he relishes meeting fans and 
making them happy.” 

That’s because Warner sees his new- 
found prominence as a way to spread his 
Christian message. If he shut himself off, he 
has fumbled a chance to influence lives. “I 
want people to look at me as a person off the field first,” he says. “I want that 
to be the brighter part of who I am, how I carry myself, what I believe in and 
stand for. I always hoped I would be in a position where I could make a 
difference in people's lives. Now I am, and it’s neat to be in a situation where 
you know you can do whatever you want to do, and that people will bend over 
backwards to help you get involved. That allows you to pick and choose the 
things that are really important to you and give wholeheartedly to those things 
that really can make a difference.” 

For now, Warner has chosen to direct the bulk of his charitable efforts 
toward Camp Barnabas, a Christian summer home for special-needs children 
located in Purdy, Mo. Early in 1999, before he became a starter, Warner 
huddled with Moran to formulate ways for him to bring attention to Camp 
Barnabas, which his son, Zachary, attends. They were hoping he could raise 
maybe $10,000. By season’s end, he had turned over to the camp all monies 
he received from his awards, plus proceeds from his cereal, plus his own 
donations. The final sum was more than $350,000. The camp has begun a 
remodeling plan, building a new cafeteria, expanding sleeping quarters and 
upgrading the grounds. Warner now wants to start his own foundation and 
then his own Christian-based charitable programs. 

“Kurt is a bigger man than me,” says Faulk bluntly. “He can go into a crowd 
of people and deal with that, stuff I have a difficult time handling. He can shake 
hands and sign autographs, and sometimes I have a problem with that. 
Sometimes I can deal with it, sometimes I can’t. I think it has to do with our 
experiences. When I first became a pro, I was doing great and then I got hurt, 
and fans stopped being fans, and I heard a lot of criticism. You remember that. 
I took it personal, although I now understand better that fans pay to see us 
play, and they are entitled to do and say what they want. He hasn't 
experienced some of that, and hopefully, he never will.” 

So that is why, in a large gathering, it would not be unusual to see Warner 
signing autographs until everyone is satisfied while Faulk is off to the side, 
spending time with ‘some youngsters. Warner amazed Rams officials this past 
training camp when he would sign autographs after practice almost daily. Let’s 
put that in context. It is rare that any player signs 
autographs in such quantity, and for a player of his 


STERLING SEASON: Warner (above) and Faulk used their prominence from 
a Super Bow! championship to make a difference in their community. 


would be easy for him to get caught up in 
it. But he avoids it. But what a heart. He 
would get mad if everyone knew all the 
things he does for people. He's much more 
introspective than Kurt; he has a more 
serious manner. But what a man he is.” 

Ironically, Faulk came to the Rams with 
a less-than-stellar reputation. Indeed, Moran 
was told by one member of the Colts 
organization that Faulk would be a cancer 
in his new home. He had been cast away 
by Indianapolis into what looked like NFL 
purgatory—“You tknow that’s what they 
thought,” says Faulk—when management 
tired of his constant unhappiness over his 
contract. The Rams settled the contract 
issue by giving Faulk a new one after his 
brief training camp holdout in 1999. Faulk 
himself has taken care of the rest by 
growing up. 

“When I was younger in the NFL, I 
imagined being this good,” he says. “And 
when that didn’t happen, I thought maybe I 
#® never would be. Back then, | was much 
more talented than I am now. But I felt if 1 
didn't have the ball, it was not going to get 
done (by the team). Now, if I don’t have the 
ball, there are some things I can do to 
make sure it can get done, like picking up 
a blitz or running a route to free a 
teammate. I have found out what it takes to 
be a complete player. Before, I had no concept of taking one for the team. It 
was all me— give me the ball, give me the ball.” 

And as his influence on the field has grown, so has his determination to 
make a difference in the community. Through his foundation, he is involved in 
a series of significant activities. There is the Rams 28 Club (that’s his number), 
where inner-city kids in St. Louis receive awards for classroom and home 
success; Lift for Life, where inner-city kids receive weightlifting training and 
tutoring and are kept off the streets; Right Step, where needy kids, including 
some who stayed away from school because they lacked footwear, are given 
free athletic shoes. Before contract discussions with the Rams began, Faulk 
already had informed them of his desire to become active in the inner city. He 
then pledged $500,000 toward that goal. 

“Everything we do evolves around getting kids to go to school and away 
from gangs,” says Faulk. “We want to motivate them and tell them it is OK to 
dream, it is OK to look outside of your neighborhood at people who are 
successful. This is important because sometimes these kids have blinders on 
and have tunnel vision and can only see what is around them—the guys on the 
corner, the guys who are stealing, who are making the money. And it is like, to 
them, hey this is how you make money. No, that is not how you do it. Don’t 
believe that.” 

These kids instead can look to Faulk, who was once one of them. Raised 
with five brothers in a New Orleans housing project, Faulk grew up amid 
poverty and crime, never daring to dream of life outside his environment. A 
couple of his older brothers served time; they warned him, “You don’t want to 
do this stuff.” To this day, he has no idea why he listened to them, why he 
stayed out of trouble and concentrated instead on athletics, which gave him a 
way out of the dead end. “Is it amazing? Is it smart? I don’t know what to call 
it,” he says. “There is no rhyme or reason to why I chose to stay out of trouble. 
I just did.” 

And he makes sure the youngsters he visits see him in the proper light. “I 
tell them, ‘I was in the same situation as you and I made it’ They'll say, ‘Really? 
You were?’ And I tell them I grew up in a small place with five brothers, and I 

saw everything on the streets that they see every day 
and look what happened to me. Every time they see 


caliber to do it so frequently, well, it restores your 
faith in athletes. 

Faulk, too, has a message, but its aim and theme is 
much different. Within his own guarded world, 
though, he is just as emotional and driven as Warner. 

“Marshall is a pretty unusual guy in today’s sports,” 
says Martz. “With all the accolades thrown his way, it 
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Want more on our Sportsmen of the Year? Want to 
know if online users agreed with our picks? Check 
out sportingnews.com for more, including the 
results of our online voting, audio clips from—and 
about—Kurt Warner and Marshall Faulk and more. 


me (on television), I want them to remember talking to 
me and using me as inspiration.” 

For us, both Warmer and Faulk are inspirations. And 
worthy Sportsmen of the Year. TSN 


Senior writer Paul Attner covers the NFL for THE 
SPORTING NEws. 
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Why are some players 
able to withstand injuries 
while others seem to wilt 
at the first hint of pain? 
NBA iron men reveal the 
secrets to durability. 

By Loren Jorgensen 


deep thigh bruise wasn’t about to stop 

him from playing through the first few 

weeks of the season. Neither was a 

prained left ankle. After all, Karl Malone 
had played through much worse. 

Such as the entire season he played with a splint 
on the dislocated middle finger of his shooting 
hand. Or the months he played with a sore back, 
and the many games he scored his average or 
more despite having a sprained knee or a cold. 

It seems nothing—save an occasional elbowing 
suspension from commissioner David Stern’s min- 
ions in the NBA office—can keep Malone from 

’ playing basketball for the Jazz. 

Malone, who recently passed Wilt Chamberlain 
and became the No. 2 scorer in NBA history, has 
started more than 1,000 consecutive games 
without missing one because of injury. 

f During a six-month, 82-game regular season, 
| all players—even Malone—have various aches. 
Some are just better able to deal with them. 
| Miami’s A.C. Green, for example, has a knack for 
| staying healthy and playing with pain. Green is 
the NBA's all-time leader in consecutive games 
played at 1,135. 
Dallas swingman and rising star Michael 
Finley is another player who doesn’t miss 
games. He’s second behind Green on the list 
of consecutive regular-season games played 
with 405. Finley, in his sixth year, never 
has missed a game. 
But for every Malone, Green and 
Finley, there is a Penny Hardaway, 
who seems to spend more time 
on the injured list than off. 
So what are the secrets to 
durability? There are five 
things an NBA iron man can’t 
do without. 


Offseason training 


Malone's summer workout routine used 
to be top secret. Only he and a few of his 
closest friends knew the tricks Malone 
used to develop his muscular physique. 
But that has changed, thanks to the op- 
portunity to make a bit of side money 
with some late-night marketing. Now in- 
fomercial watchers—as long as they have 
a valid credit card—can buy the four-tape 
video series “Karl Malone’s Body Shop.” 
On the tapes, Malone demonstrates the ex- 

ercises and weight training he does to keep 
his body fat around 4 percent. 


“My training in the summertime helps me stay 
healthy during the season, no doubt about it,” 
Malone says. “It doesn’t matter to me if I’m on va- 
cation or if I'm spending the day with my kids, I 
always find a place to work out. No matter how 
much fun I'm having, I can always find one or two 
hours to work out.” 

Malone’s coach, Jerry Sloan, can’t argue with 
his big man. “I don’t think I've ever seen a player 
in my life work as hard off the floor in trying to 
keep himself ready to play,” Sloan says of Malone. 
“If you really knew how many guys in this league 
are not in great shape, you’d know why there is a 
lot of bad basketball being played.” 


7+) A high pain threshold 


Don Nelson, Finley’s coach with the Mavericks, 
thinks how a player reacts to pain is the main 
reason some can play hurt and others can’t. 

“It’s just a mental thing, really,” Nelson says. 
“Some have a better pain threshold than others.” 

Nuggets coach Dan Issel points out that many 
players can’t get the job done on the court if they 
have nagging injuries. So, for those players, it 
would be foolish to let them continue playing 
when a few days off could have them healthy 
again. 

“Some players, if the least little thing is both- 
ering them, aren’t able to focus on the task at 
hand,” Issel says. “Playing with pain is on a case- 
by-case basis.” 

Sloan, who was a tough-guy guard for the Bulls 
before his coaching days, considers many of 
today’s NBA players a bit soft. 

“Some people, when they get a sprained ankle, 
act like it’s open-heart surgery,” he says. “They're 
out for a year.” 

Aches and pains are part of the game, but 
dealing with those things with the right frame of 
mind is essential, according to Finley. 

“There is no one in this league that doesn’t go 
through mental fatigue and physical fatigue,” he 
says. “But guys who are strong—both physically 
and mentally—get the job done.” 


«>» Pride 


Antonio McDyess, the Nuggets’ star forward, 
takes pride in being tough. In the three seasons 
from 1997-2000, he missed only three games. So 
it was a real dilemma for him early this season 
when his back was acting up and he wasn’t 
playing to his potential. McDyess admits he wor- 
ried about what his sitting out would do to his 
team. : 

“The first four games I tried to play through a 
pain in my back, and it affected me badly, 
playing-wise. I know the team needed me, so I 
just tried to fight through it,” he says. 

Finally, McDyess decided enough was enough. 
He sat out one game—a three-point home loss to 
Phoenix—to give his back a rest. He doesn’t regret 
the decision. His back has felt better since. 

“For the long haul, sometimes it’s better for 
your career to get some rest if you have an in- 
jury,” McDyess says. “You don’t want to make it 
worse. At the same time, it’s tough to watch your 
team play without you because you want to be 
there for them.” 


Peer pressure 


Jazz center Olden Polynice, who has been with 
five NBA teams, says playing for Utah is different 
from anywhere he has been. With Malone and 
John Stockton leading the way, Jazz players don’t 
take many nights off. Stockton, for instance, has 
played in every regular-season game 14 times 


A painful start 


Ask Grant Hill about playing with pain, and he'll have 
a different response than he would have had a year ago. 

Learning how to react to a serious injury for the first 
time is tough for any player, but rehabilitating a broken 
left ankle has been particularly difficult for Hill. He 
signed a seven-year, $93 million contract to play with 
the Magic in the offseason and wants to prove he is 
worth the money. 

“lve never had to deal with a major injury, so there 
was always that doubt and that fear and that worry 
that ‘Is this thing ever going to get better?’ ” Hill says. 
©. wasn’t until | went on the injured list that first 
week of November and started doing rehab that | felt 
like | was getting better and finally on the right course.” 

Hill returned to the court December 11 after missing 
17 games. He played the Magic’s first two games of 
the season before being placed on the injured list, but 
the history of the injury dates to April. 

Hill, who missed only one game in his four previous 
seasons, missed the final three regular-season games 
of last season with a sore ankle. He was ineffective for 
the first two games of the Pistons’ playoff series 
against the Heat and sat out the final game as Detroit 
was swept. 

One day before the Pistons were eliminated from the 
playoffs, Hill had four pins and a plate put in the left 
ankle, which was broken. With surgery out of the way 
before the season ended, he thought he would be 
ready to join his new team at full health when this 
season began. 

When training camp started and the pain didn’t stop, 
Hill wanted to tough it out. 

“| thought by playing and working, it would 
eventually get better, but | was wrong,” Hill says. “I 
kept trying for a month, thinking that | would be 
progressing, but it just turned out | was regressing.” 

With pins and plate in tow for the rest of the season, 
Hill will be monitored to make sure he doesn’t regress 
again. The ankle sidelined him again last week. 

“The main thing is to be smart,” Hill says. “Your 
career and your health are very fragile. You can’t take 
anything for granted.” —Dan Graf 


Orlando Magic correspondent Bill Fay 
contributed to this story. 


Tools of the trainer 


Inside every NBA training room are an ice machine, 
cases of elastic tape, massage tables, a chest full of 
anti-inflammatory medication and a staff of four or 
more trainers and conditioning coaches. All are vital in 
preparing players for duty and keeping them healthy. 

Tape: Some players, such as the Magic's Darrell 
Armstrong and Bo Outlaw, don’t wear anything more 
than a thin sock. But most players—70 percent by one 
veteran trainer's estimate—have their ankles taped 
regularly. 

Massages: They're a luxury to most people but are 
part of the routine for NBA players. Derek Harper, who 
played in the NBA until he was 38, would get as many 
as five massages a week. The Mavericks and Celtics 
are two teams with full-time massage therapists who 
travel with their teams. 

Anii-inflammatory medication: Players have been 
eating ibuprofen like candy for years, but Alonzo 
Mourning’s kidney ailment may have changed that. 
“Overall, I'd say the usage has been reduced a little,” 
one trainer says. “But everyone is asking a lot more 
questions about it.” 

Ice: Try sticking your foot in a bucket of ice water. 
If's so cold you'll jump, unless you're an NBA player. 
For basketball types, attaching two-pound bags to 
aching knees and soaking sore feet feel so good they 
do it every day. —Stan McNeal 
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during his 16 full sea- 
sons, and Bryon Russell 
last missed a game in 
1996. Last season, Jazz 
players missed a 
league-low 11 games 
combined. 

“On this team, you 
don’t even think about 
sitting out,” Polynice 
says. “Short of breaking 
a leg or having surgery, 
you keep playing.” 

The pressure is the 
same in most cities, 
even if it doesn’t always 
work to the benefit of 
the injured. Hardaway 
missed 37 percent of his 
games with Orlando 
and Phoenix the last 
four seasons and hasn't 
yet played his first game 
for the Suns this season. 


L e& 


heard of that in my life. 
“.. And then with my 
surgery, when I had 


tendinitis after my first 
few practices, I was like, 
‘I can see why he was 
with 


missing games 
tendinitis.’ ” 


EIEIO EE 

If all else fails, a little 
good luck and a few 
good trainers can’t hurt. 
Even players in the best 
shape can blow out a 
knee or get knocked out 
by an elbow. When 
good fortune runs low, 
it’s nice to have some 
help. 

“Your trainers play a 
big part because they're 
the ones that keep you 
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He doesn’t appreciate 
the “soft” tag. 

“Tm really sensitive, and people know that,” he 
says. “I hear something about players saying, ‘Oh, 
he’s just faking.’ That pisses me off. If you've 
never had a knee injury, if you’ve never been in 
the situation, you can’t know.” 

Hardaway was criticized for taking too long to 
return from injuries while playing for Orlando but 
probably didn’t take long enough and wound up 
getting hurt again. 

“I think the thing that hurt me the most (in 
Orlando) was that teammates were going behind 
my back telling people that I wasn’t hurt,” 
Hardaway says. “When that starts happening, 
you're in a lost cause.” 

Hardaway’s teammate, Suns forward Tom 
Gugliotta, learned his peer pressure lesson the 
hard way. Gugliotta suffered a torn ACL last 
March. He returned in November and still is 
fighting his way back. 

“You're saying under your breath, ‘Ah, c'mon, it 
can't be that bad,’ ” Gugliotta says of other players’ 
injuries. “I remember just this last year in baseball 
when Mark McGwire was missing games with 
tendinitis. He missed three months, and I never 


OUCH: Malone feels pain; he just plays through it. 


going, behind the scenes, 
that people don’t really 
know about,” Green says. “And so everyone plays a 
part in the longevity of anyone’s career—one year 
or 15, 20 years, whatever it is.” 

Malone takes extensive advantage of the Jazz’s 
trainers after home games. He has his feet, ankles 
and knees iced down and usually doesn’t talk to 
reporters until more than 30 minutes after a game. 
On the road, he travels with a personal massage 
therapist. 

Danny Manning, a new teammate of Malone's, 
knows the frustration of being unable to play be- 
cause of injury. Manning, the No. 1 overall pick by 
the Clippers in the 1988 draft, tore an ACL as a 
rookie. That marked the first of several major knee 
surgeries he has had during his NBA career. 

“Karl takes wonderful care of his body, and 
he’s solid,” Manning says. “But he’s also been 
very fortunate.” TSN 


Loren Jorgensen is the assistant sports editor for 
the (Salt Lake City) Deseret News, and he covers the 
Jazz for THE SPoRTING NEws. TSN correspondents 
Bob Young and Ira Winderman contributed to 
this story. 


THE STRONG-MINDED SURVIVE: Finley, who has not missed a game in his six-year career, says attitude is a Key. 


LAYNE MURDOCH / NBA PHOTOS 


Sy | 


Jackson fig 


hts careful battle 


with Bryant to put team first 


very once in a while—actually, more and more frequently 
these days—Phil Jackson makes it a point to tell the world that 
Kobe Bryant’s talent and production don’t match the hype. 


This, needless to say, is a bit confusing 

for those of us outside their immediate 
circle because this is what Bryant appears to 
be right now: the league’s best player and 
biggest star under 6-11. Period. 

Among those at his position, he is the best 
shooter, handler and rebounder. He is the best 
passer off the dribble by far, though he is occa- 
sionally an unwilling one. He is even its best 
defender, at least when the mood strikes. He is 
everything a coach could want in a player, un- 
less the coach had the privilege of being 
spoiled by Michael Jordan once upon an earlier 
time. 

That’s not to say Bryant is beyond criticism, 
and indeed, an important part of Jackson’s job 
is to be critical. It’s just that the Lakers’ coach 
does it in that impertinent, condescending 
manner he usually reserves for Knicks coach 
Jeff Van Gundy or Republicans, 

Maybe you read what Jackson said last week 
after Bryant’s 8-for-31 meltdown against the 
Bucks. At the time, one sensed Jackson was 
willing to give Bryant more freedom to be 
Bryant, if only because the incessant triple- 
teaming Shaquille O’Neal was receiving gave 
Jackson no other choice. But Jackson instead 
chose to talk about Bryant’s inconsistency, 
ruminating on how his young star could shoot 
so much and not recognize when it’s time to 
stop. 

“You don’t know what's going on in a kid’s 
mind like that,” he said. “Sometimes with Kobe, 
it’s not ‘we,’ it’s ‘me.’ And in that regard, with 
Kobe, you’ve got to step back and say what’s 
really important. Well, the team is really what's 
important.” 

Bryant butchered a play late in that loss to 
Milwaukee, and it was vintage Bryant. Jackson 
called for a screen-roll with Kobe and Shaq, 
Bryant allowed himself to be pushed toward 
the baseline, and then he used too much clock 
before forcing a shot against a double-team 
(followed by the obligatory rant aimed at 
Danny Crawford for not calling a foul). This set 
off Jackson, as it probably should, so he issued 
his public ¢sk-tsk and used it as an opportunity 
to talk about how immature Bryant can be. 

Sure, Jackson needs to remind Bryant that 
with talent comes great responsibility, but one 
wonders how long he will tolerate Bryant’s oc- 
casional irresponsibility. 

One player, who was with the Lakers last 
season, provides some insight. He says that 
though the Bryant-Jackson relationship is 
strong, “There’s always an underlying tension 
there (because Bryant) doesn’t do what he’s 
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CONTROLLING KOBE: Bryant may be the league's best player 
under 6-11, but his occasional irresponsibility has Jackson 
walking a line between stifling his guard and letting him play. 
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told all the time—let’s face it, he’s a kid. And 
Kobe doesn’t buy into the team thing all the 
time. It’s obvious by the way he plays. It pisses 
off Shaq, but it pisses off Phil more than any- 
body.” 

This is old news, of course. Everyone knows 
Bryant busts more plays than anyone in the 
league; as the former Laker put it, “When Phil 
wants something specific at the end of quarters 
or the end of games, I guarantee it’s not going 
to get past the Kobe option—it’s going up.” 

Maybe Jackson just needs to accept these 
growing pains, recognize that Bryant needs to 
develop between the ears as well and live with 
the consequences. 

“What Phil realizes—and this is what's good 
about him—is that what makes Kobe great is his 
attitude that he can do anything,” the player 
says. “That confidence makes him even greater 
than his athleticism might suggest. But that’s a 
fine line that Phil has to walk—between stifling 
that and keeping Kobe at a high level. And a 
lot of guys on the team get frustrated because 
they see that as a double standard.” 

For that reason, Jackson—despite his reputa- 
tion for not sweating the small stuff—makes it a 
point to go off on Bryant occasionally. 

“There were a few games last year that we 
won, but Phil was still fuming,” the player says. 
“And it was always because of something Kobe 
did.” 

How frustrating can it get? Even Isaiah Rider 
has a beef. He says he would like to learn more 
about the offense by “corresponding a little bit 
more” with Bryant, adding that they don’t com- 
municate as much as they did early in the 
season. “I want to help him get to where he 
wants to get,” Rider explains. “Right now, he’s 
getting double- and triple-teamed, so it’s going 
to be hard to reach that level if you don’t 
loosen up and work with the guys—and then 
come back and do your thing.” 

Whoa. Run that back. The last part. Rider 
pointing out Kobe’s selfish tendencies? His in- 
ability to grasp what team leaders do? 

“I thought about that, too,” Rider says. “He 
has five years in the league; it seems like you 
would know at this point in time right from 
wrong. But when I was 22, all I wanted to do 
was score. So I don’t want to be a hypocrite.” 

Rider might have a chronic punctuality 
problem, but he’s smart enough to know what 
time it is. And like the rest, he has recognized 
that the Jackson-Bryant relationship has en- 
tered a critical phase: L.A. is playing 
substandard ball, it is a weak-minded team on 
the road and leadership from its best players is 
more crucial than ever. 

Hence, Jackson has raised the red flag again. 
You wonder whether Kobe will acknowledge it. 
Even those inside the locker room wonder. 

“Either he'll start to get it, or he will bring 
Phil over to his way of thinking,” the former 
Laker says. “That’s what’s going to be inter- 
esting to see.” TSN 


Dave D'Alessandro covers the NBA for the 
Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger. E-mail him at 
daved@sportingnews.com. 
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Insider 


Pusat 


WHO'SIHOI 


Bucks SF Glenn Robinson is 
criticized so often for his shortcomings 
that his achievements are going 
unnoticed. In helping the Bucks battle 
back to .500 after a terrible start, 
Robinson is posting career-best 
averages in points (21.9 ppg), 
rebounds (7.4 rpg) and assists (3.9 
apg). In 11 games entering last 
weekend, Robinson topped 20 points 
10 times, and the Bucks went 9-2. 


In two years, when you think of the 
Sonics, you'll think of SF Rashard 
Lewis and not PG Gary Payton. On 
a team full of big names, Lewis, 21, 
is finding his niche. In 10 games en- 
se tering last weekend, Lewis averaged 
42 18.3 points on 55.5 percent shooting 
2 and grabbed 6.2 rebounds a game. 
& He isn't the defender Kevin Garnett 
g is, but his statistics are similar to 
3 Garnet's when Garnett was 21. 


WHO/SNOTs 


Raptors C Antonio Davis is having a 
career season, but his shooting might 
cost him an All-Star appearance, 
Davis, a demon on the the boards and 
on defense, had 1-for-7, 2-for-11 and 
1-for-8 shooting games in a gruesome 
4-for-26 trifecta last week. He's 
shooting a career-low 42 percent from 
the field and shoots worse the more 
plays the Raptors run for him. He's 
better when he picks up the garbage. 


In two games last week, Nuggets 

C Raef LaFrentz shot 0-for-11 and 

0-for-1 from the floor, committed 11 

fouls and went scoreless in 52 min- 

utes. His 0-for-7 outing in an OT loss 

to the Celtics reportedly sparked the 
@ Dan Issel tirade that caused a rift 
3 between the Nuggets coach and his 

3 players. LaFrentz ended the drought 

5 with 28 points against the Spurs. It's 
2 no wonder Issel gets mad. 


At 27, Wizards PF Juwan Howard should be in his 
prime. Instead, he has been in decline since he aver- 
aged 22.1 ppg in 1995-96, bottoming out at 14.1 ppg 
this season. What happened? Howard, who once com- 
bined an array of post moves with an effective jump 
shot, now relies on the jumper far too often. Seemingly 
afraid to mix it up inside, he averages 3.1 free-throw 
attempts a game, compared with 5.2 in '95-96. 


Lost in Rockets PG Moochie Norris’ 35-foot bank 
shot to beat the Warriors last week was SG Cuttino 
Mobley's poor judgment on the play. Mobley dribbled 
the clock down to 4 seconds and into a double-team 
near halfcourt before he passed to Norris. Mobley, 
known for his confidence, was bailed out this time, but 
he and PG Steve Francis need to be far less selfish 
for the Rockets to win consistently. 


TSN’s Power Poll 


Rk. Team W-L 
1. Utah 17-7 
2. Philadelphia 18-6 
3. Sacramento 15-6 
4. Portland 17-8 
5. Phoenix 15-8 
6. L.A. Lakers 16-9 
7. San Antonio 14-9 
8. Charlotte 16-9 
9. Cleveland 15-7 
10. Minnesota 15-9 
11. Dallas 15-10 
12. New York 14-10 
13. Houston 13-10 
14. Milwaukee 12-11 
15. Seattle 13-12 
16. Toronto 12-11 
17. Miami 13-12 
18. Indiana 11-13 
19. Detroit 10-13 
20. Denver 12-13 
21. Orlando 9-14 
22. Boston 9-14 
23. New Jersey 9-14 
24. Vancouver 7-16 


25. L.A. Clippers 8-17 
26. Golden State 6-18 


27. Atlanta 6-18 
28. Washington 4-19 
29. Chicago 3-21 


Comment 

Back-to-back home losses, but the'Jazz still No.1—barely. 
Slumping a bit without Snow, but Sixers still the class of the East. 
Chads got shoved back into No. 1 votes for Kings after loss to Hawks. 
How old is Sabonis, really? Doesn't matter, Blazers are winning. 
Loss to Clips costly; loss of Marion's game might be more costly. 
Staples Center no longer intimidating. Just ask the Bucks. 
Superfriends’ Wonder Twins more powerful than Twin Towers of late. 
Wesley never has played better. 

Miller learning how to score; he'll be a hall of famer. 

He's not a shot-blocker, but Garnett's defense is as good as anyone's. 
Confidence on road is biggest change since last season. 

Knicks don't seem to miss Ward all that much. 

Three straight road wins caught Poll's attention. 

Up 7 spots; road wins over Lakers and Jazz resurrect season. 
Impending home-and-home with Kings sure to humiliate Baker, 
Carter's gimpy knee bad for Raptors, bad for league. 

Grant's confidence is a fragile thing, and he seems to be losing it. 
Surprisingly, Rose hasn't helped much. 

Pistons just can't match up against Western Conference teams. 
Short-lived mutiny sets Issel’s hot-seat temperature on high. 
Looks like the real Hill probably won't join Magic until next season. 
18-point home loss to Bulls could be worst in franchise history. 
Marbury's dunk vs, T'Wolves one of NBA's all-time best. 

Jazz, Sixers, Rockets, Sonics, Lakers; 0-5, but what did you expect? 
Poll warned the Suns about Richardson, They didn't listen. 
Warriors getting action out of Jackson, but it can't last. 

Why didn’t Terry play shooting guard in the first place? 

Wizards putting pressure on MJ's old team for the cellar. 

Don't think Mercer didn't enjoy dropping 27 on Pitino, Celtics. 


Through last Saturday's games. Poll determined by TSN staff members. Comments by Dan Graf. 
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FRONT OFFICE RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS FROM DAVE D’ALESSANDRO 


The Toni Kukoe trade rumors have begun, but consider that his 
contract includes a 15-percent trade kicker that no team wants to 
take on and that he is a base-year compensation player, so the 
Sixers can get back a salary roughly half the value of Kukoc’s. Coach 
Larry Brown, honest to a fault, admits he had “friendly” conversa- 
tions with Atlanta, but says nothing was on the table. And no, the 
Sixers don't have any great interest in C Dikembe Mutombo, so a 
third team would have to be involved, because the Hawks are 
looking for a young talent they can build around. ... Nets F Keith Van 
Horn is working out again—two months after breaking his leg—but 
he won't be game-ready before Christmas. ... Kevin McHale went out 
kicking and screaming last week, pausing just long enough to plead 
his innocence one last time, swearing he didn’t do what every other 
team does—you know, even though he really didn’t do it. “There are 
eight or 10 teams that do this all the time,” the Minnesota V.P. said 
before going off to 
serve his eight-month 
suspension. “They're 
just good at it. We're 
lousy. I think what 
people are going to 
say is, ‘Man, are they 
dumb in Minnesota.’ ” 
He also took one last 
parting shot at David 
Stern for his lack of 
compassion. ... By 

— | management decree, 
SPEAK UP: Lowe would like Bibby (left), the Wizards were 
or any of his players, to be a vocal leader. subjected to one of 
Tony Robbins’ motivational seminars after a practice last week. G 
Rod Strickland, for one, didn’t find it helpful. “It was embarrassing,” 
he says. “They made us go. I don’t think anybody wanted to be 
there. It was terrible. I don’t think that kind of stuff can help us.” ... 
The Heat gave F/C Antoine Carr a tryout last week but gave him the 
thumbs down. F Dickey Simpkins might be brought in next. C Rony 
Seikaly? Indiana figures to have the inside track, because the Pacers 
still have their $2.25-million exception. ... Sidney Lowe is getting 


DAVE ROSSMAN FOR TSN 


very frustrated, which is by no means uncommon for coaches in 
Vancouver, and he now blames the 3-15 stretch (which followed the 
4-1 start) on the team’s lack of a tough guy/leader/bad boy type. 
“We don't have a guy that will just get in someone's face; our guys 
are reserved, laid back,” Lowe says. He would like to nominate 
squeaky-voiced PG Mike Bibby for the job, but that won’ fly. “I 
don’t know if that’s my position to do,” he says. “As far as getting in 
somebody's face and yelling at them, I'm not going to do that.” 


| ie _| 


by IN THE GROOVE: Finally, PG Matt Maloney seems to have 
F settled into a productive groove. He's making open shots from 
the perimeter, which he has to do or his presence on the 
court is negated. He also is benefiting from foes’ focus on 

SG Jason Terry. If Maloney makes the perimeter shot, he 
makes defenses less likely to collapse on Terry. ... SF DerMarr Johnson has what any 
rookie wants: a starting job. With it, he has failed miserably to display any level of 
consistency. Every so often he'll make a play that inspires hope. But it is overridden 
by bad fouls, poor decisions, sloppy turnovers and bad shooting. ... It had become so 
routine to see C Dikembe Mutombo put out mediocre efforts that coach Lon Kruger 
challenged him to be a factor on the boards and in the lane. He responded with his 
best game of the season last Friday in Chicago: 12 points, 18 rebounds and 3 blocks. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: SF Roshown McLeod was activated from the injured list before 
the Bulls game, and he appeared eager to contribute in his first stint in more than two 
weeks. McLeod likely will displace Johnson from the starting lineup, which should 
help the Hawks cope with the absence of injured SG Jim Jackson. Terry, who has 
produced most of the team’s offense, needs a capable sidekick. —Curtis Bunn 


Charlotte 


ON ARUN: The Hornets were 8-0 entering last weekend when they 
Sx < scored 100 points or more and 10-1 when they scored 96 or more. 
S Coach Paul Silas says that despite an emphasis on playing up- 
tempo, he doesn't want anyone to get caught up with run-and-gun 
basketball. He is stressing that balance and perspective will be 
important. ... Silas stripped PF Derrick Coleman of his co-captain title, making 
SG David Wesley the sole captain. Silas won't comment on his reasons, but it’s hard 
for the rest of the team to follow a player who came into camp 30 pounds overweight 
and still is on the injured list for “lack of physical conditioning.” ... PF P.J. Brown still 
isn't completely happy with the way he has played since coming back from a foot 
injury, but the Hornets are hardly complaining. Brown is a must for team chemistry. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Hornets have implemented many aspects of the so-called 
“UCLA offense,” particularly the cuts on the wing that John Wooden was credited 
with developing in the 1960s. One might assume that would come easily for UCLA 
product PG Baron Davis, but the Bruins never ran the offense in his two seasons 
playing for Steve Lavin. Davis did have some grasp of the offense, though, from his 
high school days of watching UCLA practices when Jim Harrick ran it. —/ohn Delong 
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OUT OF THEIR REACH: The players have acknowledged that the Celtics 
currently are not a playoff team, with their fortunes sure to grow worse 
if they continue their recent run of poor play. The team plays with a 
lack of confidence, and the players quickly get down on themselves. As 
a result, when opponents make runs, the Celtics fail to counter. They 
often leave the impression they don’t have the toughness or desire to 
win on a consistent basis. ... It looks as if the team might be without PG Chris Herren 
for a while. His injured shoulder has not improved significantly with rest, leaving 
surgery as possibly his best option. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Because the team has had so many problems competing in the 
third period, PF Antoine Walker thinks it would help if the Celtics got out to large first- 
half advantages. Easier said than done. Opponents often make adjustments at halftime 
that the Celtics are slow to pick up on. But it’s not only in the third quarter that they 
get into trouble. The Celtics had failed to outscore their opponent in the each of their 
last eight quarters played entering last weekend. It won't end until they make fewer 
mistakes. With the way they've been struggling, they can’t afford to commit a dozen 
turnovers in the first half like they did against the Kings. —Shira Springer 


ARTEST IS BEST: SF Ron Artest remains perhaps the team’s best 

defender, whose scoring often is compromised by foul trouble from 

his devotion to stopping people and hustling for the ball. ... Coach 

Tim Floyd and his staff appear to be making the right rotation moves 

with the resources they have. They simply don’t have enough 

seasoned talent and experience. ... SG Ron Mercer and PF Elton 
Brand are scoring well because teammates are looking for them more and because 
they are playing off each other and giving each other better spacing. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Mercer is disproving the myth that he is just a shooter. In a 
rout of the Celtics last week, Mercer popped a lot of eyes with his career-high seven 
steals, Mercer, a better help defender than one-on-one stopper, says Denver coach 
Dan Issel helped give his defense a bad rap to justify his decision to trade Mercer 
rather than re-sign him. Mercer won't yet say that he is playing the best defense of his 
career. But he says Floyd is emphasizing it as much as any coach he’s ever played for 
and that he is determined to discredit the claim that his game is one-sided. The fact 
that he leads the Bulls in minutes played says something about his defense. Floyd 
won't play men who can’t or won't defend. —Lacy j. Banks 
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Cleveland 


K: C Zydrunas Ilgauskas is 
FF playing his best basketball since his rookie 
Sill year in 1996-97. In three games heading 
s into the weekend, Ilgauskas averaged 
CAVS 20.7 points, 9.3 rebounds and 3.3 blocks 
and shot 57.8 percent from the field (26- 
of-45). He also got the best of some pretty good 
centers in Dikembe Mutombo, Shawn Bradley and 
Jermaine O'Neal. Aside from Theo Ratliff, it might be 
difficult to find a center in the East playing better than 
Ilgauskas. ... PG Andre Miller has picked up his game, 
penetrating into the key and kicking the ball out to the 
open shooters. He got off to a 1-of-8 shooting start 
against Indiana but finished 5-of-13 for 17 points, eight 
rebounds and eight assists. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: PF Clarence Weatherspoon is 
among the who's who of NBA rebounders. Despite 
being undersized at a generously listed 6-7, he doesn’t 
take a backseat when it comes to cleaning the glass. He 
gives away between five and seven inches every night, 
but he usually has the edge in rebounds. He uses 
textbook execution in blocking out his man. High 
school coaches should show their players videotape of 
Weatherspoon locking up opponents. —Bob Finnan 


e e 
Miami 
; The team is folding under 


pressure, and coach Pat Riley is getting 
angry. The Heat blew double-digit leads 
in losses to the 76ers, Bucks and Jazz. 
The latest misstep was a blown 24-point 
second-quarter lead against the Kings, 
after which Riley called on his players to “show some 
guts.” ... Still in need of a big man, the Heat worked out 
PF Antoine Carr but was unimpressed. That could 
mean PF Dickey Simpkins is up next. ... PG Tim 
Hardaway still buries timely jumpers, but the 
ballhandling that had been a staple has become a 
concern. At times, PG Anthony Carter has been better. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team deviated from its 
game plan in Denver, as another double-digit lead was 
being frittered away. Moving away from the post- 
oriented, ball-swinging approach, Riley called more 
single-screen plays for SG Eddie Jones. Jones had been 
struggling on the road but responded with 10 
consecutive points to keep his team safely ahead. Riley 
decided it was time for a single player to take charge. It 
makes sense to continue the approach or the ball will 
keep ending up in the hands of SF Bruce Bowen with 
the shot clock winding down. —Jra Winderman 


SF Stephen Jackson 
has moved back into the starting lineup, 
but it's only temporary. SF Keith Van 
Horn (broken leg) will be back around 

January 1, and Jackson will return to the 

bench. A bona fide scoring threat, 

Jackson is better in limited minutes. The 
more he’s out there, the more the flaws in his game 
show through. ... Although he gets frustrated at times, 
coach Byron Scott has been able to hold it together. 
Even when things appeared to be at their worst, Scott 
reminded his players of the big picture. He refused to 
use PG Stephon Marbury until his sprained ankle was 
completely healed, despite the obvious temptation to 
which previous Nets coaches had yielded. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: If there was any doubt about 
what Marbury means to this team, it was dispelled 
against Minnesota. After missing four games, Marbury 
scored 16 points while handing out four assists in the 
first quarter against the Timberwolves. The Nets rode 
that momentum to an easy victory. Marbury’s 
teammates knew how much their leader wanted to 
beat his former team, and they were more than happy 
to follow his example. —Don Burke 
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ATKINS SLUMPING: It’s easy to forget 
PG Chucky Atkins is only in his 
second full NBA season. The 
frustrations seem to be getting to 
him. His foot is sore, his shot isn’t 
falling and his minutes are getting 
cut. It’s a typical lull, but Atkins is feeling the heat. 
Reserves Dana Barros and rookie Mateen Cleaves are 
playing well and getting more minutes. As he was 
leaving the floor last Friday, Atkins had some words 
with coach George Irvine. Bad move. Irvine has made it 
clear minutes will go to players who are producing. He 
also has made it clear whoever pouts will sit. ... It's 
hard to imagine where the team would be without PF 
Ben Wallace. As Irvine says, when Wallace isn’t in the 
game, the team doesn't get a defensive rebound. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Admitting the problem is the 
first step toward recovery. But the team isn’t ready to 
admit that it must move the ball around to score. Too 
often, the offense gets bogged down by one-on-one 
play. This isn’t just about SG Jerry Stackhouse. Atkins, 
Barros and SF Joe Smith are all just as guilty. Irvine 
has preached all season that one-on-one is fine, but 
one-on-one often turns into one-on-five. —Chris McCosky 


MOLINA 
: 
f 
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ED YURY, DEALING WITH WARD: Coach Jeff Van 
Gundy faces a tough choice when 
PG Charlie Ward returns from a 
knee injury. As a starter, he helps 
the team excel in the playoffs, but 
he might be part of the reason for 
second-place finishes in the regular season. Van Gundy 
should keep starting Latrell Sprewell, who helps keep 
the Knicks running, until late in the season. When the 
games become more half-court oriented in the playoffs 
and each possession is crucial, Ward's ability to avoid 
mistakes and run a set offense would be more valuable. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: PF Larry Johnson's 3-point 
shooting improved significantly in December. What's 
the secret? It's not any mechanical change in Johnson's 
delivery. Instead, it’s an illustration of how one 
offensive improvement begets another. A knee injury to 
Ward left Sprewell, SG Allan Houston and SF Glen Rice 
on the floor together more. That forces more defensive 
scrutiny on the trio and tempts Johnson's defenders to 
cheat away from him. Johnson struggles from long 
distance either with a man on him or with a man 
running at him. But when Johnson finds himself alone 
in either corner, he is dangerous. —John Brennan 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


BENCH PRESS: It could be argued that 
the starting lineup is as good as the one 
that reached the NBA Finals last season. 
But a severe drop-off in bench play 
threatens to keep the team hovering 
near .500. PFs Al Harrington and Jeff 
Foster and SF Derrick McKey have made contributions 
recently, but the next two players in line, PF Jonathan 
Bender and C Sam Perkins, are shooting poorly from 
the field and C Zan Tabak seems to have slipped from 
coach Isiah Thomas’ mind. ... SG Reggie Miller still isn’t 
playing as well as he did before SF Jalen Rose's return 
from injury. Part of the problem is the team doesn’t 
maximize his talents when it tries to post him up. He's 
much better facing the basket and running off picks. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Thomas has used the same 
starting lineup for two weeks, but the problem with 
playing Miller, Rose, PG Travis Best, C Jermaine 0’Neal 
and PF Austin Croshere together is that all five are 
offense-oriented. The Pacers seem to need a role player 
in the starting mix. McKey, a strong defender, and 
Foster, a strong rebounder, are possibilities, but neither 
cares if he starts. Croshere, the most likely candidate to 
go to the bench, does. —Mark Montieth 


surge back to .500. He had 31 points 
against the Raptors and 32 against the 
Jazz. He also is going hard to the glass, 
leading the team in rebounds in 10 
straight strong performances. SG Ray 
Allen said the Bucks have been feeding 
off Robinson because when he scores it 
forces teams to double-team him, thus opening things 
up for others. ... PG Sam Cassell also has been playing 
much better. He had eight assists against the Raptors 

last week. He has been getting the Bucks into more of 
a flow on offense and has been finding the open man. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Beating the Lakers and Jazz on 
the road and the Raptors at home like the Bucks did 
last week would have been unthinkable a few weeks 
ago. The Bucks played good team offense and worked 
hard on defense. Robinson was the “responsible star” 
coach George Karl is hounding him to be. If this is the 
result of Karl's tough-love approach—publicly criticizing 
players for their inconsistent efforts and immaturity— 
then he should keep it going. The Bucks aren't 
shooting the lights out, but they finally are making the 
clutch and hustle plays that get wins. —Gregg Hoffmann 


WAITING GAME: The team simply 
doesn’t know where its season is 
headed. Outside of PG Darrell 
Armstrong and PF Bo Outlaw, coach 
Doc Rivers can't get the same 
passion, energy or performance he got from his team a 
year ago. It's possible the team still is waiting for 

SF Grant Hill to light the fuse. The problem is, Hill may 
never be 100 percent this season. The Magic keeps 
guessing on his status, and so far all the guesses have 
been wrong. ... The Magic is getting killed on the 
boards nearly every night. The Sonics and Blazers 
outrebounded the team by a combined 103-70 last 
week. So, the Magic is in the market for a rebounder. 
Some names being mentioned are PFs Keon Clark, 
Othella Harrington and Jerome Williams. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: It's a radically different team 
without Hill on the floor. Without him, C John Amaechi 
starts, and that instantly turns the Magic from an up- 
tempo, pressing team to a half-court, methodical team. 
Amaechi is fine with that as long as he’s the only big 
man in the lineup. When he has to start alongside 

F/C Mike Doleae, it slows down the whole situation 
considerably, and not in the Magic's favor. —Bill Fay 


Philadelphia 


TONI’S TIME: If Larry Brown has 
been looking for a chance to get 
= SF Toni Kukoc more involved, this 
3) is it. SF George Lynch is struggling 
and PG Eric Snow (ankle) is out, so 
the Sixers desperately need someone who can generate 
offense for himself or his teammates. That’s what 
Kukoc does best. If nothing else, increasing Kukoc's 
playing time would give Brown a chance to determine, 
once and for all, if Kukoc fits his system. If he doesn’t, 
then at least Kukoc’s trade value will have risen. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Earlier this season, Brown 
cautioned not to make too much of the team’s fast 
start. “All we're doing is putting wins in the bank,” he 
said. Standing at 17-5 entering last weekend, the team 
had indeed built up an impressive “account.” But if it 
can't do a more effective job taking care of business at 
home (see last Friday's 112-92 loss to Dallas), it could 
be in trouble. The team seems to maintain its discipline 
and focus better on the road than at home, which 
accounts for its stellar road mark, But the bank will 
stay open as long as the Sixers remember the best way 
to make deposits is by playing sound defense, scoring 
in transition and taking good shots. —/on Marks 


Even if the club 
makes the playoffs, it won't be a factor 
until the players get more easy baskets 
and hold their own on the boards. 
One possible solution to the problem 
is PF Gary Trent, who has been out 
since the exhibition opener due to a 
strained muscle. The team hopes Trent will be off the 
injured list and ready to play before January. ... With 
SG Greg Buckner out, PG Howard Eisley has been 
starting at shooting guard, and he's been on a tear. 
Eisley is getting comfortable with an offensive system 
that is less structured than what he was used to in 
Utah. He scored a season-high 27 points at Indiana. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Fans will see a few changes in 
style when top assistant Del Harris takes over the head 
coaching chair for two months while Don Nelson 
recovers from prostate cancer surgery. Harris is not as 
vocal as Nelson. Harris prefers more conventional 
lineups with two guards and three big men; Nelson 
loves using four guards with SF Dirk Nowitzki at center. 
Harris gravitates more to defense while Nelson is 
offensive minded. But Harris says he will try to coach 
like Nelson would as much as possible. —Ken Sins 


Golden State 


week, SG Larry Hughes shot 4-for-24 
from the field against Portland and 
was ejected against Houston. The 
same difficulties he faced early in the 
regular season—drifting on his 
jumper and getting caught in the air 
without an outlet—are dogging him. Hughes has made 
half his shots in just one of 23 games. ... The draft-time 
knock on SF Chris Porter was that he could not survive 
because of his unrefined ballhandling and outside shot. 
Porter is hitting enough midrange jumpers to force 
defenders to guard him 15-20 feet from the basket. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Coach Dave Cowens tried out an 
offensive set at practice that his Celtics executed in the 
1970s. None of the players is posting up down low in 
the “open” formation. The objective is to spread the 
floor, create constant movement with cutters and force 
the’defense into scramble mode. The offense works 
best when a team has a big man like C Mare Jackson 
who can hit 15-footers. Hughes and PG Vonteego 
Cummings are asked to break down defenders. Cowens 
does not plan to use the play in 2 game. He just wanted 
to see how the team would react. —Brad Weinstein 


says he plans to talk to SG Vince 
Carter to find out what Carter’s long- 
term plans are with the Raptors. If 
Carter isn’t planning to stay, Davis, 
who can opt out of his contract after 
this season, would have no incentive to stay. If Davis is 
going to leave, the team would have to consider trading 
him before the February 15 trade deadline; otherwise, 
they risk losing him with no compensation. ... Veteran 
PG Mark Jackson has shown that he still knows how to 
run an offense and generate scoring opportunities for 
his teammates, and he generally appears comfortable 
in the team’s scheme. But he is struggling mightily with 
his outside shot, going 6-for-27 from the field in three 
games entering last weekend. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Rookie G/F Morris Peterson is 
steadily adjusting to the NBA. He knows what he can 
and can't do, and his confidence is unshakable. Against 
the Bucks last week, he missed a long shot, but the 
Raptors got the rebound and swung the ball back to 
him. Peterson put the ball on the floor, shook his 
defender, and hit a 12-foot jumper. Most rookies would 
have passed up the second shot. —Craig Daniels 


SCHOOL TIME: Miles is getting educated, NBA style. 


Houston 
SG Shandon 


Anderson seems to have accepted his 

lot in life: He's going to get between 

two and five shots per game and 

only play about 25 minutes. He's 

making the most of it, hitting his 
shots, playing good defense and grabbing boards. ... 
Not only did PF Maurice Taylor put up great numbers 
against the Warriors last week, he played decent 
defense. With Warriors PF Antawn Jamison scoring at 
will early in the fourth quarter, Taylor re-entered the 
game and shut down Jamison in the final minutes. ... 
Steve Francis is enjoying the best streak of pure point 
guard play of his career. He isn’t scoring a ton of 
points, but he has been consistent in all areas. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: C Kelvin Cato, who injured his 
ankle in early November, should be back soon. That 
creates a dilemma for coach Rudy Tomjanovich. The 
team is playing so well that integrating another player 
could be a problem. But with games against the 
toughest teams in the Western Conference just ahead, 
the Rockets need Cato to come back close to 100 
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percent. Cato’s defense and rebounding should trigger 


the dormant transition game. —Michael Murphy 


F the Wizards, Honiets SG David 
Wesley said the team is awful 
because it plays no defense. He also 
said Washington has accepted losing 
and will fold when hit with a run. That stinging 
assessment is as true as can be. ... Chairman Abe Pollin 
made the team sit in his suite and listen to motivational 
speaker Tony Robbins at a sold-out MCI Center, then 
later in private. ... With things going poorly, don’t 
expect SG Mitch Richmond (knee) to rush back. ... PG 
Rod Strickland appears on the verge of breaking down. 
Pummeled when he goes to the basket, he regularly 
ices his left shoulder and hamstrings and wears a tape 
splint on his right thumb. His effectiveness has suffered 
greatly, especially on defense. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Coach Leonard Hamilton has 
experimented with a full-court trap that has been 
effective. The thing is, he has to use at least four bench 
players when pressing because of the starters’ lack of 
athleticism. SF Tyrone Nesby usually is the only starter 
on the court when the trap is applied. The Wizards 
don't pressure the inbounds passer but immediately 
double-team the receiver of the pass. —Steve Wyche 


boycott stuff seks: Whatever 
owner Stan Kroenke said is mostly 
a mystery, but the players say the 
stability Kroenke gave them by 
giving them and Issel a vote of 
confidence helped. Even if Kroenke decides not to fire 
Issel from both his jobs—coach and president—it seems 
likely Issel will give up his coaching duties after the 
season. As for the team and beleaguered C Raef 
LaFrentz, they played an impressive game against the 
Spurs. LaFrentz spent the night after the loss to the 
Heat—a night he went 0-for-4—upstairs on the Pepsi 
Center practice court, shooting jumpers. He reportedly 
shot 750 of them. It paid off. He hit everything against 
the Spurs, leading the Nuggets to a victory that 
snapped a five-game losing streak. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: LaFrentz saw a different Issel 
against the Spurs. LaFrentz, who has been cold, hit 10 
of 15 shots, including 3 of 4 3-pointers. Issel made a 
point to find LaFrentz and slap him on the backside in 
congratulation. Issel also has vowed to stop berating 
LaFrentz because he finally realized the center isn’t 
motivated by screaming fits. —Michael BeDan 


L.A. Clippers 


MILES’ MOVE: With the team often 
employing a smaller lineup, coach 
Alvin Geniry has started using rookie 
Darius Miles at power forward. 
Although he still is overpowered at 
times, Miles has been very effective at both ends of the 
court playing closer tothe basket. He’s more active 
offensively. He runs the floor well. He also seems more 
comfortable coming off the bench, which allows Gentry 
to get him more favorable matchups. ... C Sean Rooks 
spoiled everyone with red-hot shooting to start the 
season. But he has gone cold, hitting just 3 of 15 shots 
in back-to-back games vs. the Magic and Heat. The 
team needs his scoring, especially now that he has 
established himself as one of its top outside shooters. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Clippers have ranked last 
or near the bottom of the league in assists all season. 
The main reason is bad shooting—they're shooting 42 
percent from the field and 66.2 percent from the line, 
both ranking 28th overall. Their lack of care with the 
ball is also a factor. They make too many unforced 
mistakes and do not create many opportunities for 
themselves, which is why they rank last in the league in 
turnovers gained. —Lonnie White 


Los ANGELES 
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‘ees reserve these days is unheralded, 
undrafted rookie free-agent 
SG Mike Penberthy. Penberthy 
can make 3-pointers and stretch 
defenses but lacks quickness and 
has a lot of trouble on defense. Nevertheless, on 
balance, Penberthy has been a huge plus, giving the 
team some of the firepower it hoped to get from 
G/F Isaiah Rider, with none of Rider’s headaches. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Lakers and their opponents 
are scoring more. It’s interesting to coach Phil Jackson, 
because he didn't try to do it, tell anyone to do it or 
want to do it. Jackson thinks it's because SG Kobe 
Bryant has been taking so many quick, long shots, 
which have a tendency to turn into fast breaks the 
other way. Also, C Shaquille 0’Neal isn’t getting up and 
down the floor as well as in the past and hasn't been 
the defensive force he was last season. In their title run, 
the Lakers were a lot like Jackson's latter-day Bulls, in 
that people thought of them as a high-scoring, fast- 
breaking team. In reality, they were defending well and 
grinding out enough points in the half-court. His Lakers 
have to get back to that. —Mark Heisler 


clearly is frustrated with his inability to 
get and make shots. He does not appear 
to be injured, but Smith has had to scrap 
for ways to be effective. Instead of 
making jump shots, he has had to draw 
fouls, sink free throws, rebound and look for open 
teammates. ... PF Shawn Kemp played only 10 minutes, 
none in the second half, in a win last week against the 
Lakers. That had to be a statement to Kemp. ... PF Dale 
Davis’ role has diminished since C Arvydas Sabonis 
replaced him in the starting lineup, but Davis’ effort 
remains strong. He usually runs down one or two key 
offensive rebounds in every game. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Sabonis seems to be the 
designated hitter against teams with weak, short or 
slow centers. When teams do not take him seriously 
enough and allow him to get deep position on the 
blocks, he can be extremely hard to stop from scoring. 
Coach Mike Dunleavy has kept Sabonis near the basket 
while the Lithuanian gets his legs and his jump shot 
back. He had a season-high 18 points against the 
Magic. The only thing Sabonis hasn’t done is make a 
3-pointer. He is 0-for-5 this season. —Steve Brandon 


HARDLY LOST: When the team traded 
for C Patrick Ewing, questions arose as 
to whether SF Rashard Lewis would 
be lost in the offensive shuffle. But 
Lewis quietly has raised his scoring 
average to 16.2 points per game, 
second-best on the team. He exploits situations when 
foes double-team Ewing and PG Gary Payton. He 
flourishes as a free-lancer, depending on looks from 
teammates and taking advantage when the ball finds 
him. He also has developed into a sharpshooter from 
3-point range. ... Ewing has a reputation for starting 
slowly, then heating up in December. The time is now, 
and Ewing seems to have found his shooting stroke. He 
continues to be an excellent defensive rebounder while 
blocking shots despite his diminished athleticism. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: It’s a misconception that the 
team traps relentlessly under new coach Nate 
McMillan. He emphasizes straight-up defense but uses 
the trap as a weapon. One of the benefits is that foes 
have less time on the shot clock for a good look when 
the Sonics trap effectively. By the time the ball is 
passed to an open player, he has little choice but to 
shoot to beat the 24-second violation. —Nunyo Demasio 
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‘Sacramento 


OLD HOME WEEK: Facing former 
teammates PG Stephon Marbury and 
SF Joe Smith in back-to-back games 
last week, the Wolves had things 
happen in good order. The 22-point 
loss to the Nets was probably their 


: most disappointing performance of the year, but they 


redeemed themselves against the Pistons. That win, 


: sparked by PF Kevin Garnett’s first triple-double of the 
: season, was the result of excellent execution. The 


Wolves crashed the boards and got second and third 


: shots with regularity. .. SF Wally Szezerbiak lost his 
: cool after he was called for a foul—it was a bad call— 


and received a technical in Detroit. But that may have 


i been a good thing. Szczerbiak is showing signs of 
: progress as a player and is becoming more vocal. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: When PG Terrell Brandon takes 
the ball on the perimeter and sees room to drive, he 
normally heads for the hoop, looks to make a pass and 
waits for the defense to collapse. The problem comes 
in traffic. Brandon doesn’t like banging with the big 
bodies, but the team needs him to get to the foul line 
more often. He’s an 88 percent foul shooter, and that’s 
a weapon the team would like to exploit. —John Millea 


MISSING YOU: The team learned how 
much it missed SF Predrag Stojakovic 
when he was out because of a bruised 
right shoulder. Some of his skills can’t be 
duplicated by anyone else on the roster. 
His long-distance shooting is impressive, 
and his ability to get those shots 
whenever he wants is an important asset. He also is 
capable of driving and opening up plays for his 
teammates. The threat of Stojakovic on the perimeter 
creates space for the low-post game and opens up 
defenses for drives to the basket. ... Rookie SF Hedo 
Turkoglu has filled in. He has a good 3-point shot and 
loves to drive left and create for himself or teammates. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team must fight its reliance 
on jump shots. The Kings are at their best when they 
let C Viade Divac or PF Chris Webber post up and 
punish defenders before moving the offense outside. 
Divac and Webber are good passers, and their ability 
to create plays for teammates is what troubles opposing 
coaches the most. Both are so good at attacking 


: double-teams that the Kings present problems for most 
: teams even when they don't shoot well from outside— 
: as long as they play sound defense. —Marty McNeal 


ON GUAR 

ES p— complained his team wasn’t 

= guarding anyone during a recent 
homestand that ended with back-to- 
back loses. The Jazz apparently got 
the message, guarding everyone in Madison Square 
Garden last Friday and holding the Knicks to just 58 
points—six points fewer than the previous low score for 
a Utah opponent. ... SG John Starks has had an up-and- 
down season, but it hit a low point in his scoreless, two- 
turnover game against the Bucks. But Starks broke out 
for 18 points in 30 minutes against his former team, 
the Knicks. Better still, he shot over 50 percent from 
the field for just the third time this season. But even 
with the good shooting night, Starks is shooting less 
than 40 percent from the field for the season. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Jazz had the best record in 
the Western Conference entering the weekend, but it 
may have been a bit deceiving. The team is 12-1 
against sub-.500 competition but just 5-5 against teams 
with a winning record. The schedule will begin to get 
tougher now. Expect Utah to start coming back to the 


: pack in the Midwest Division as the strength of the 


opposition begins to improve. —Loren Jorgensen 


Phoenix 


RELVING ON KIDD: With SG Mario Elie 
(hand) out, you can bet PG Jason Kidd, 
who leads the league in minutes, is 
going to be out there most of the time. 
After a summer with the Olympic team, 
his expanded role means a lot of wear and tear. It isn't 
just the minutes but the idea that the offense must 
always run through Kidd. The team doesn’t have 
another player who can create shots for his teammates 
in the open court or in the two-man pick-and-roll plays 
that are such a big part of the offense. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: When Elie got hurt, SF Shawn 
Marion appeared to be in line to get more minutes in 
the backcourt. But Marion hasn't done anything to 
deserve the minutes. Using Marion in the backcourt 
takes some of the defensive pressure off Kidd and 
means the team usually has PFs Clifford Robinson and 
Rodney Rogers on the floor together. That’s when the 
team is at its best, because they are both quick enough 
to put the ball on the floor and beat opposing power 
forwards. But Marion was so sluggish against the 
Clippers that SG Eric Piatkowski drove by him twice. 
That's like a Porsche getting blown off the road by a 
Cheveite. It just shouldn't happen. —Bob Young 


yr DANIELS MAKES A POINT: With 
BAN ANTONI PG Avery Johnson out, Antonio 

SEZ7hi=ey Daniels has inherited the starting 
‘ duties. While Daniels is a more 


explosive offensive player, he 
clearly lacks Johnson’s steadiness. Daniels has trouble 


: getting the team into the offense and, because of his 


aggressiveness, will turn the ball over more often than 
his mentor. Daniels’ 3-point range, pull-up jumper and 
ability to break defenses down off the dribble are a 


: welcome addition to the offense. But it will take a lot 


more experience before he runs the Spurs’ system as 
smoothly as the injured Johnson. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: PF Tim Duncan and C David 
Robinson have had their hands full with big men with 
3-point range, most notably Phoenix PFs Cliff Robinson 
and Rodney Rogers, Dallas PF Dirk Nowitzki and 
Denver C Raef LaFrentz. The Twin Towers, used to 


4 going straight to the rim on defense, have had trouble 


keeping track of opposing big men when they pull up 
for shots at the 3-point line. When Robinson and 
Duncan have gone out on the floor to guard their man, 
their teammates have been too slow to cover for them 
on the boards. —Johnny Ludden 


Vancouver 


SCORING SHORTAGE: The Grizzlies 

S started the season 4-1; they’ve gone 
3-15 since. Through it all, there has 
been the same question: Why can't 
this team score? Since scoring 101 in 
a win over the Mavericks on 
November 8, the Grizzlies have failed to hit 80 in nine 
of 18 games. The culprit: one or two low-scoring 
quarters per game, like the 16 and 18 points the team 
had in the first and third quarters of its loss Friday to 
the Lakers. ... PG Mike Bibby is putting pressure on 
himself to jump-start the offense. He's doing a good job 
of it, hitting at a 50 percent clip and scoring in double 
figures in six games entering the weekend. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Because wins have been so 
hard to find, coach Sidney Lowe has had to shuffle 
players into spots that are not their strongest. For 
example, Grant Long has done a solid job backing up-at 
small forward, but his true position is power forward. 
And while natural PF Stromile Swift is being brought 
along slowly behind Othella Harrington, he also has 
played center in the Grizzlies’ smaller lineups because 
Lowe hasn't always gotten a consistent 1-2 punch from 
Cs Bryant Reeves and Ike Austin. —Howard Tsumura 


- Here's toyou,-Dod, from o-car 


‘ail the right stuff-to get you through 
it-all’ Chevy" Malibu? The car you 
depend onvevery day. Stundards 
include"a V6 engine, Gacomprehensive 
Safely package, gutomatic; air, ABS; ~. 
a theft-deterrent system and r 

battery-rundown protection. °1'7, 605 

MSRP? Get alf'the right stuff on Shu 

Malibu: at chevyscom 


Wek: An @” 1-800-950:CHEV 


MALIBU ea WE'LL BE THERE 


The Bearcats appe' 
of danger, and Murphy 
. } has been when Murphy 
ig gus 
him play at the adidas A 
summer of 1997. Standing 6-10, the power for- 
ward made jump shots, handled the ball, 
scored points. He outgunned Al Har- 
rington, then one of the na- 
tion’s top five pro- 
spects, in an early 
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picked up his brush and began to paint with 
cet wars Mating ; 

point penetrates to 
peereeea cere dane ae c al rps 
leaves Murphy to the Mui 
alertly slides to an open spot on the right ba : 
nad uns ui en he fie ase 
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Eavenson, Gibbons 


ope 


Murphy, of Delbarton School in Morristown, NJ., 
es One veDOSee: And they missed 


rmfanalja Bob Gibbons of All Sar Reports, pe 
haps the nation’s best-known ee re- 
cruiting at No. 60 in the 
. After seeing 
Be | a few more times and hearing about him 
from Pennsylvania-based colleague Norm 
elevated Murphy to No. 21 


in his Dpal ranking 

“The summer before his senior year, he wasn't 
a player any! body thought was more than an At- 
Tanti 10 prospect Gibbons says. “We tend to 
get caught up in athletic aspects of the game and 
ee nies: ee diclop thet skills and 
ime the way Naismith designed it to 


With his amazing ee array of 
ing moves, Murphy gave vee 
Dicer sa oe 


: oa cae 
jays maa McCaffery. an assistant to former 
Ta coach John MacLeod in 1997 and now 
head coach at UNC Greensboro, “We felt that 
when we signed him, we had just turned the 
h the Irish had to fight 
| to get Murphy, and 
though he led New reRey, in scoring as a senior 
with a 33-p , he got no closer to the 
1998 Mc! ena A 5 All aces Game than 
else on television. 
stmt going ne sy vat den 
to play in the McDonald’s game. I pes up 
watching that game,” Murphy says. “I played 
against those guys, and I thought I did well. It 
was frustrating, but who was I going to explain 


thing to, you know? Soest went out and sh | 
and worked out.” 


|n his first Big East game as a freshman, 

Murphy scored 30 points, grabbed 11 re- | 

| bounds and led the Irish to a surprising road 

win at Providence. eee enone a | 
bhai ere no | 
matter what anyone expected. 

Then in his second Big East game, against 
Syracuse, he missed all 11 of his shots from the 
field and scored 5 points. 

Murphy marked the occasion by taping the 
Syracuse box score to the inside of his locker at | 

tion. It became the | 
chile Maileditto | 


Chris 
saldriven | 


promising: Luke Walton, Danny Miller, Dan | 
Gadzuric and the No. 1 player that year, Kor- | 
leone Young, who never entered college and 
lasted three games in the NBA. 

Of the 89 players ranked ahead of him, though, | 
just over half have played in the NCAA Tourna- 
ment. The Irish have not been to the tournament 
since 1990. So in that very important sense, 
Murphy has not outdone them, and this is the | 
biggest reason he still wears a Notre Dame uni- | 
form. He would have been a lottery pick in last 
ue NBA draft, but Mey wanted to fe 

oe basketball 


Mite DeCoey overs lege basket 


—i 
—l 
= 
eA 
— 
any 
—— 
(—“—) 
a 
eos 
tated 
ec 
a ) 
ss 
ome! 
=> 
[a 


Gophers, 49ers and Miners 


among season’s surprises 


f you knew at the start of this season that Arizona would have 
more losses before Christmas than St. Bonaventure, that Char- 
lotte’s Rodney White would average seven more points 


than Maryland's Terence Morris or that 

UTEP’s Brandon Wolfram would become 
the 2001 version of Pistol Pete Maravich—sort 
of—then perhaps someone with your prescience 
might reveal when the NASDAQ will cease its 
decline. 

Not even six weeks in, this season has been 
full of the curious twists usually reserved for 
March. The success of these five teams—or the 
degree of their success—has made November 
and December nearly as interesting: 


Charlotte (6-2) 


Key wins: South Carolina, neutral court over 
Fordham and NC State. 

Surprise star: White, a 6-8 freshman aver- 
aging 19.3 points and 6.8 rebounds and 
shooting .423 from 3-point range. 

What has gone right: “We don’t have to man- 
ufacture points anymore,” says coach Bobby 
Lutz. “We can score from a lot of different 
spots.” The creative ability of point guard 
Demon Brown and defensive stress caused by 
White's versatility open more shots for Jobey 
Thomas and key reserve Diego Guevara. 

What can work better: With three first-year 
players in his starting lineup, Lutz has had to 
play it straight defensively. He prefers to 
change defenses to keep teams off-balance, but 
so far that sort of trickery would confuse his 
own guys, too. 

Key league game: January 6 at Cincinnati. 
The 49ers could take a huge step toward de- 
throning the only regular-season champion 
Conference USA has ever known. 


Minnesota (9-1) 

Key wins: Georgia, neutral court over TCU, 
at Florida State, at Marquette. 

Surprise star: Dusty Rychart, a 6-7 junior for- 
ward, produced consecutive 30-point games in an 
early season tournament at Hawaii and has 
scrapped his way to a .540 field-goal percentage. 

What has gone right: The players understand 
that apart they are a middling collection of major- 
conference players, but together they can create 
something special. The Gophers have rallied for 
four victories after trailing in the final five min- 
utes. Although they rank sixth in the Big Ten in 
scoring, they average 18.5 assists, second only to 
Michigan State’s 21.5. 

What can work better: Forward Travarus Ben- 
nett is contributing though he barely has practiced 
because of a sternum injury. Because of a lack of 
size, Minnesota constantly must work at tech- 
niques for surviving on the boards and defending 
the interior. 

Key league game: January 6 vs. Wisconsin. Of 
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SUPER SIXTH MAN: Dawson comes off the bench, but 
his 14.9-point average leads the Demon Deacons. 


the league's three reigning powers, the Badgers 
remain the most in reach and would help bolster 
the Gophers’ case for postseason play. “The 
players are just having fun trying to prove every- 
body wrong, that it’s not a wasted season for us,” 
coach Dan Monson says. 


St. Bonaventure (8-1) 


Key wins: at Fresno State, neutral court over 
Charlotte, Toledo. 

Surprise star: Kevin Houston, 6-4 senior wing, 
scored in double figures every game, averaged 
19.8 points and 7.9 rebounds and shot .477 from 
the floor. Who would have thought a transfer 
from Miami would find a home in Olean, N.Y.? 

What has gone right: St. Bonaventure employs 
two point guards—6-2 junior J.R. Bremer and 5-7 
freshman Marques Green—who have a combined 
assist-to-turnover ratio of 3.4-to-1. This again is 


one of the nation’s more efficient rebounding 
teams. 

What can work better: Fresno’s Melvin Ely was 
8-of-16 for 16 points, Charlotte’s Rodney White 
was 5-of-10 for 17. Both players were slowed a 
bit because they were kept from the offensive 
boards, but their numbers back coach Jim 
Baron's contention that frontcourt defense re- 
mains a priority. 

Key league game: January 9 at Fordham. The 
Bonnies begin the new year with a brutal road 
stretch: at Saint Louis, at Temple, then the Rams. 

Then again, an opening road trip to New 
Mexico State and Fresno State seemed nearly sui- 
cidal. The Bonnies won both. “I thought we were 
crazy,” says Baron, “but as we look back, it cer- 
tainly helped us.” 


UTEP (5-0) 
Key wins: at Washington, at Texas Tech. 
Surprise star: The Miners expected a lot from 

Wolfram, a 6-9, 230-pound senior, but perhaps 

not for him to lead the nation in scoring at 27.2 

per game. 

What has gone right: Although second-year 
coach Jason Rabedeaux brought in seven new 
players, they quickly joined the few holdovers to 
form a tight unit. Point guard Eugene Costello, a 
junior college product, averages one turnover. “If 
we hadn't signed him early,” Rabedeaux says, 
“he'd have wound up in the Big 12 or SEC.” 

What can work better: Though Rabedeaux be- 
lieves Costello can be UTEP’s best shooter, 
Costello is hitting 19.2 percent from 3-point 
range. Transfer center Brian Stewart became eli- 
gible Monday and should improve the interior 
defense. 

Key league game: January 22 vs. SMU. The 
Mustangs probably have been the WAC’s best 
team. Beating the best at home is essential to any 
team’s success. 


Wake Forest (8-0) 


Key wins: at Richmond, at Michigan, Kansas. 

Surprise star: Wing Craig Dawson has 
discovered his range after two spotty seasons, 
He's shooting .523 from the field and could be 
the nation’s best sixth man. 

What has gone right: The Deacons have played 
with all the poise expected from a team with 
seven juniors and seniors. They shoot .524 from 
the field. “We're a team that depends upon our of 
fense to produce the shots,” says coach Dave 
Odom. “There’s a comfort zone in knowing that, 
as a team, as five guys, you work together to pro- 
duce a shot.” 

What can work better: Nothing can work 
better than it did in a 31-point blowout of 
Kansas, but the Deacons’ schedule has not 
been overwhelming. They'll need to maintain 
their composure through difficult stretches like 
the one in late January that sends them to 
Duke and Cincinnati and brings NC State to 
Joel Coliseum. 

Key league game: January 2 vs. Virginia. The 
No. 1 contender for Duke’s ACC title could be es- 
tablished that night. ‘TSN 


Senior writer Mike DeCourcy covers college 
basketball for THE SPoRtING NEws. E-mail himat 
decourcy@sportingnews.com. 


More college basketball at sportingnews.com/cbasketball AOL keyword: TSN 


with Joe Crispin 


Each week TSN associate editor 
Jeff D'Alessio talks hoops and life 
. with some of the biggest names in 
college basketball. This week Penn 
State’s senior guard talks of Internet 
stardom and family gatherings. 


TSN: You're officially a big star 
now. We see someone has devoted 
a Web site to you (www.angelfire. 
com/nj/JC3/). 

JC: You saw Crispin Online? 

TSN: That’s the one. 

JC: A friend of mine (Kevin Bonner) 
back home does that. I grew up with him. 
He probably backed me up in every- 
thing. I played shortstop, he played short- 
stop. He didn’t get to play shortstop till 
his senior year. I played point guard, he 
played point guard. He didn’t get to play 
point guard till his senior year. But he’s 
a really good kid. He started that page 
when I got up here my freshman year 
and then when my brother, Jon, came up, 
he went further with it. And it’s been 
cool. I come from a small town and 
everyone kind of checks in. 

TSN: Your site makes mention of a 
Crispin family tradition called “Brawl 
Ball.” What's that all about? 

JC: We've always played 3-on-3 on 
about a 9-foot rim in our driveway. We 
started it on the Fourth of July—my 
dad, my uncle and some family 
friends—and that’s kind of turned into 
a much bigger thing now. We have T- 
shirts. We have red, white and blue 
teams. Just ridiculous stuff. We used to 
play until, like, 11:30 at night. 
Goaltending’s allowed. No blood, no 
foul. We haven't played in a while for 
health reasons, but I’m sure we will 
again when we get older. 

TSN: You play this with your father? 

JC: Yeah, and my uncle. He's a min- 
ister, and he’d get into it. He doesn’t 
mess around, 

TSN: Have you ever been part of a 
bigger win than the one at Kentucky? 

JC: Probably not. Just because, 


coming into this year, we're excited 
about this team. It’s not because we're 
the most talented team or anything like 
that. But there’s a chemistry. 

TSN: You were recruited by mostly 
mid-major programs coming out of 
high school. Bet there are some college 
coaches kicking themselves now. 

JC: I hope so. I really felt like I could 
play at this level, and I felt like this was 
where I was going to end up. My dad 
thought I was crazy. I can remember 
coming back from a visit to St. Bonaven- 
ture. He thought I was lucky to get a 
scholarship offer. When I got back, he 
said, “You might want to make a deci- 
sion now.” I said, “No. This isn’t it yet.” 

TSN: What's wrong with St. Bonaven- 
ture? 

JC: No, I really liked Coach (Jim) 
Baron, and if no one else had recruited 
me, that’s where I would have gone. 
But it’s out in the middle of nowhere. 

TSN: Why do you think it was that 
you were overlooked by so many col- 
lege coaches? 

JC: Small school, big scorer, 6-foot 
white guy. People look at me and say, 
“Well, I don’t know if he’s quick 
enough. I don't know if he’s big 
enough.” And they still say the same 
things now. 


For the complete text to this or other 
One-on-ones, go to 
Sportingnews.com/cbasketball. 


Rk. Team (last week) Strk W-L 


1. Duke (1) 9-0 
2. Michigan State (2) 8-0 
3. Stanford (3) 6-0 
4, Illinois (5) W4 8-2 
5. Tennessee (4) wo 9-0 
6. Seton Hall (7) W1 6-1 
7. Wake Forest (8) W8 8-0 
8. Florida (9) W3 6-1 
9. Arizona (6) L2 5-3 
10. Kansas (12) W2 9-1 
11, Southern California (10) W7 7-0 
12, Syracuse (11) Me 9-0 
13, Connecticut (14) 8-1 
Sn cays pomeasT Polls det 


Rk. Team (last week) Strk W-L 


14. Wisconsin (15) 


15. Alabama (13) 7-0 
16. North Carolina (18) 6-2 
17. Virginia (16) 6-0 
18. Oklahoma (19) TA 
19. lowa (20) W8 8-0 
20. Mississippi (21) Ws 8-0 
21. Georgetown (23) Wg 9-0 
22. Cincinnati (17) Wi 5-2 
23, Penn State (—) W3 5-1 
24. St. Bonaventure (25) W5 8-1 
25. Missouri (24) Li 6-2 


Dropped out: Charlotte (22). 
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CAMPUS RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS FROM MIKE DECOURCY 


i 


When UNLV fired Bill Bayno, the university said it was because 
he failed to properly monitor his program. But back when the 
school issued its formal response to an NCAA inquiry regarding the 
recruitment of Lamar Odom, the report specifically said Bayno did 
not fail to monitor his program. It’s no wonder Bayno retained 
counsel, looking to clear his name and to get paid for the remaining 
years on his contract. He's not likely to work again soon in college; 
expect him to end up working somewhere ; 
in the NBA. ... The NCAA has sent letters 
to schools regarding 700 athletes, most of 


them basketball players, as a follow-up on 
the organization's offer of amnesty for 
those who had private-school tuition paid 
by non-family members. Only four Division 
I players—Zeke Johnson of New Mexico; 
Caron Butler of UConn; Ronnie Griffin of 
Oklahoma, and Jeff McMillan of Fordham— 
accepted the offer of a three-game suspen- 
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sion. Their teams were not significantly dis- pital cy 
F ‘ wants his name (an 
rupted, starting a combined 26-4. The his pay) cleared. 


NCAA has not determined what penalties 

might apply to any athletes who now admit receiving “improper” tu- 
ition assistance, nor what action would be taken against athletes 
who decline to cooperate with this inquiry. ... With F Tahj Holden 
gone until maybe February with a broken foot, Maryland has little 
choice but to rely more on 6-10 freshman Chris Wilcox. Wilcox’s 
early progress concerned his coaches, but he played double-figure 
minutes against Stony Brook, Penn and Maryland-Baltimore County 
and shot 8-of-14 from the field. ... Xavier C David West has been on 
a tear. He totaled 46 points against Cincinnati and Marquette and 
was so active in the post that defenders found themselves compelled 
to use their hands to control him. Add the officials’ emphasis on 
eliminating physical play, and West got to the line for 28 attempts 
in those two games (and made 22). ... Illinois is nearing decision time 
on whether to redshirt reserve PF Damir Krupalija. He helps the Ilini 
with his energy and ball skills, but his court time is limited because of 
a nagging knee problem. ... Marquette’s Brian Wardle, playing with a 
broken nose, is wearing a clear mask to protect him from further in- 
jury. He’s averaging 17.3 points but getting little offensive help from 
teammates, making it easier for opposing defenses to focus on him. ... 
After opening the season with only one road game in its first nine, Ten- 
nessee will not return to Thompson-Boling Arena until a January 9 
showdown with Alabama. The Vols will play six in a row away from 
home, but the only true road games are at Syracuse on December 22 
and at Auburn, opening SEC play January 6. 
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CULLEGE DB 


MIGHTY MATCHUP 


North Carolina at UCLA, 4 p.m. ET 
Saturday (CBS, regional coverage.) 


Call this the battle of potential. Each big 


man has tons of it, but neither seems 
willing to reach it. On occasion, UNC's 


Brendan Haywood has proved to be an un- 
stoppable force, as he showed in his triple- 


Wake Forest. The Deacons are the 
league's No, 2 team, thanks to a bunch of 
solid players, not a marquee guy. Craig 
Dawson comes off the bench and leads 
the team with 15 ppg in less than 24 mpg. 


None. Unless somebody falled a couple 
of exams during last week's academic. 
grind. The ACC played six games and 
went 6-0. After some embarrassing 
defeats, the wins were needed. 


‘As the conference season dawns, UNC 
coach Matt Doherty appears to have 
solved his point guard dilemma. The quick 
Ronald Curry started Sunday's win over 
Buffalo and even was 2-of-2 on 3s. 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


Duke vs, Stanford (Thursday at 
Oakland, 9 p.m. ET, ESPN). When crunch 
time comes, the Blue Devils’ rotation 
often falls to six deep. Will that be enough 
to withstand Stanford's size and depth? 


double performance against Miami, UCLA's 
|.) Dan Gadzuric has athletic ability that allows 
him to attack from all over the court. But he 
commits more fouls than he draws, 
is hitting just 40.7 percent from the line. 
The rest of the country will see Ohio State's 
shot-blocking monster Ken Johnson trying 
to stop much-maligned Kansas C Eric 
Chenowith, who put up a double-double 
against the Buckeyes in KU’s win in 
Lawrence last season. 


and he 


Keith Friel, Virginia. Sure there's 
Duke's do-it-all Shane Battier, but Friel 
can stroke the perimeter jumper. He does 
little else but is 17-for-30 on 3s this year 
andis a potent instant-offense weapon. 


" Minnesota, Ithasn't taken Dan Monson 
long to clean up Clem Haskins’ mess. 
With games left against Dartmouth, 
Nebraska and Centenary, the Gophers 
should be looking at a 12-1 start. 


Udonis Haslem, Florida. The junior 
center is brutal for opponents when he 
stays out of foul trouble. He’s averaging 
19 points and tied a career high with 27 
on 8-of-11 shooting against Gonzaga. 


Michael Bradley, Villanova, ‘He had: 23 
points and 14 rebounds, helping the 
Wildcats beat La Salle, 79-72, last week. 
He made 9-of-13 FGA and is shooting 75 
percent from the field for the season. 


USC. The nonconference sohedile Is 
mediocre, but escaping with four straight 
close wins against respectable teams is 
worth something—especially when Brian 
Scalabrine hasn't always been in top form. 


Northwestern. NU lost a close one to 
Pepperdine after Ed McCants fouled a 
shooter attempting a 3 with the shot clock 
at two seconds, and Tavaras Hardy lost a 
pass under the basket as time Gules 


Kentucky. The! team has lost five games 
by a total of 14 points. One reason is the 
62 percent free-throw shooting. But that 
didn't make any difference in the 46-45 
loss to Michigan State. UK was 3-of-4. 


St. John’s. The team tumed the ball over 
18 times in an 86-80 loss to Hofstra last 
Saturday. The team, 4-5, lost its third 
straight. In addition to turnovers, the team 
has been outrebounded in every loss. 
Arizona. Finally getting all its players 
together only served to expose the 
Wildcats’ poor outside shooting and lack 
of toughness. In the three losses, Jason 
Gardner and Gilbert Arenas shot 25-of-65. 


Former starter Kirk Haston has been 
coming off the bench the last three 
games for the Hoosiers and providing a 
big lift. In a come-from-behind win over 
Charlotte he had 19 points, 11 rebounds. 


” John Brady had LSU off to a 6-0 start. 


That's a win for each healthy scholarship 
player. An undersized lineup was able to 
able to handle a cream-puff schedule 
entering Wednesday's trip to Arizona. 


Wisconsin at Marquette (Saturday). Will 
Brad Soderberg ever lose? Dick Bennett's 
fill-in has knocked off Temple, Xavier, 
Wisconsin-Green Bay and Ohio heading 
into this holiday classic. 


“iyle Hornsby, Indiana. The sophomore 
has modest consistency, He shot 60 
percent from the arc in high school and 
almost has maintained that this year, 
hitting 15-of-29 in eight games. 


Kentucky vs, Indiana (Friday at 
Louisville, 9 p.m. ET, ESPN). Annual 
grudge match. Kentucky's bad habit of 
losing close ones gives Hoosiers chance 
to win for second straight season. 


Terrence Woods, Tennessee. Initial 
thoughts to go Florida's Teddy Dupay, but 
Woods is 18-of-31 on 3s; Dupay is just 

15-of-43. Look for Woods’ 13 minutes per 
game average to increase a bit. 


“in awin Coastal Carolina, Hoyas 


coach Craig Esherick benched PG Kevin 
Braswell for excessive flair on a pass that 
became a TO. Braswell responded with 
15 points, seven assists and eight steals, 


Justin Davis brings a serious dose of 
athleticism to Stanford's frontcourt after 
missing the first month with an abdominal 
Strain. He'll likely take QB/F Teyo Johnson's 
spot in the four-man post rotation. 


Tennessee at Syracuse (Friday, 7 p.m. 
ET, ESPN). A key matchup will pit the 
Orangemen's high-scoring Preston 
Shumpert against Tennessee's ultra- 
athletic Vincent Yarbrough. 


Preston Shumpert, Syracuse, and 
Darius Lane, Seton Hall. The league is 
full of dead-eye shooters, but these two 
make 45 percent of their 3s and can 
create their own shots, 


North Carolina at UCLA (Saturday, 4 
p.m. ET; CBS regional). UNC has struggled 
against top teams. UCLA has struggled 
against, well, everybody. At least scorers 
Jason Kapono and Joseph Forte will play. 


Casey Jacobsen, Stanford. He isthe 
best inthe conference at spot-up 
shooting. He has the confidence and will 
to win that make him/a deadly shooter: 
when the game is on the'line, 


Kansas. The Jayhawks bounced back Texas. The Longhoms hit only 11-of-27 Kansas’ Roy Williams decided to rest —_Texas vs. Illinois (Saturday, 6:30 p.m. Kareem Rush, Missouri. He is neither a 
from a 31-point loss at Wake Forest to free throws and barely escaped with a injured reserves Luke Axtell (ankle) and ET, ESPN2) and Utah (Dec. 30). After poor pure set-shooter nor gunner. He's smooth 
beat DePaul and pound Tulsa. Despite foul © 79-71 win over Texas A&M-Corpus Christi Mario Kinsey (knee) against Tulsa even showings against South Florida and and steady. The lefty sophomore is hitting 
trouble, Eric Chenowith shot 63 percent at home in front of a sparse crowd of though Kenny Gregory (foot) still was out. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, the Longhorns 45.5 percent and scoring 21.7 ppavs. 
with 21 boards and 37 points in the wins. only 4 4,753. The Jayhawks still won by 23 points. Move up in competition. defenses specifically geared to stop him. 
Fordham. The team has won six straight "Massachusetts. The Minutemen seem to it's impossible not to have tremendous George Washington vs. Tennessee Lynn Greer, Temple. Though his added 
Ava ANTIC 10 for the first time in 10 years and has a have solved their rebounding problems fespect for Temple's John Chaney, buthis (December 28). GW has no problems duties of point guard have made it more 
lively rotation that should improve as soon _but still can’t put the ball in the bucket insistence on playing the matchup zone: Scoring points. It will have 17 days to get difficult to get good looks from 3-point 
as versatile 6-7 swingman Michael Consistently. The faithful are starting to has hurt a young, thin Owl team that is its perimeter defense in order before land, Greer is the league's top outside 
Haynes becomes eligible at semester. scream for coach Bruiser Flint's head. better suited to trap and use some man D. _ facing the Vols in the Rainbow Classic, gunner and a strong pure shooter. 
B.B, Waldon, South Florida. The junior © The league. It was a bloody Saturday. After Memphis’ rout of Arkansas State, Wisconsin at Marquette (Saturday). Pull © Demon Brown, Charlotte. A new player 
is starting to live up to his preseason Xavier ripped Marquette. Louisville fellto © John Calipari admitted he overscheduled out the peach baskets and bring ear plugs. has emerged who is blowing everyone 
billing, averaging 27.5 points, 10.5 South Alabama. Charlotte blew a17-point by taking on six Top 25 teams: “Either | The winner may not score 50 points. The else in C-USA away with his long-range 
rebounds, 3.5 steals and 2.5 assists in lead at Indiana. Fresno State crushed UAB. gave myself too much credit or gave some _ officials could be very busy enforcing accuracy: Brown has dropped in 29 
wins over Texas and Central Florida. Saint Louis lost at home to Dayton. Ugh. of the individuals too much credit.” those new dictums against rough play. bombs so far—4.14 per game. 
Damon Hancock, SMU. It’s easy to David Shelton, Tulsa. A year after Billy Tubbs is itching to break the D-1 TCU at Butler (Saturday). The Frogs play Ryan Carroll, TCU. Few in the 
overlook Hancock when Jeryl Sasser is averaging 13 ppg, shooting 47 percent record for points in a game (186, by their toughest nonconference road game conference can stack up with his ability fo 
playing alongside. But the junior guard from the field and helping the team to the Loyola Marymount in 1991). TCU logged Saturday against Butler, which won last let it fly from downtown. He connected on 
leads the 6-1 Mustangs in scoring, free Elite Eight, the senior forward is shooting 141 in beating Central Oklahoma. ‘season in Fort Worth. The Bulldogs, under 22 3s through eight games, a WAC-best 
throws, 3s and assists, just 33 percent for the 6-3 Hurricane. Arkansas-Pine Bluff awaits December 30. new coach Thad Matta, retum four starters. average of 2.75 per outing. 
Marcus Bailey, Wyoming. He has taken Travis Spivey, Utah. What's happened to ‘Look for UN coach Max ‘Good to: stat BYU vs. Weber State (December 28). John Sivesind, Colorado State, He's 
the thunder from teammates Josh Davis him? A junior from Salt Lake CC was Jermaine Lewis this week. Good was Now that Nate Knight and Trent Whiting are already CSU's career leader in 3-point 
and Ugo Udezue with his outside shooting. — supposed to give the Utes scoring and ath- tempted to start the 6-4 junior, averaging 14 _ eligible, Steve Cleveland has some wiggle field goals made. He has the ability o 
The 6-4 sophomore leads the 6-1 leticism in the backcourt, but he has done —_ppg, against Cincinnati but stuck with Danny room with his rotation. BYU should beat a knock down shots from NBA range and 


Cowboys with 17.1 ppg. 
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neither. He’s now coming off the bench. 


Brotherson, who continued to struggle. 


More college basketball at : 


Weber State team that already beat Utah. 


hits 54 percent from long distance. 


CONTRIBUTING: Atiantic 10: Michael Bradley; AGC: Rob Daniels; Big East: Mike Waters; Big Ten: Jeff D'Alessio; Big 12: Jerome Solomon; C-USA: Zack McMillin; Mountain West: Steve Carp; Pac-10: Bruce Pascoe; SEC: Mike Strange; WAG: Anna Jones. 
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The Big Ten’s | 


(role) player of the year | FANTASY FOOTBALL Wh. 15 To 
| Rk. Name: Location ee tank j 
Surely the reporters ball indiscriminately. } 1 RON RUBINO MIDDLE-VILLAGE, NY 34178 457 | 
who cover the Big Ten Now he is his team’s 2 TODD DANIEL FRANKLIN, WI -34094.5- 245 | 
Conference and the third-leading, scorer, || 3 “ALLEN DAGGS SAPULPA, OK 33670 1197 | 
league's coaches would trailing Williams and A JEFFREY-METZER —.CAMBRIDGE,MN. 336175 2085 | 
take it back if they Griffin by more than _|/-5.HARLANHINTON MCGREGOR, TX. _33596.5. 775 
could. It’s plain to see five points a game, 6 JEREMY ROLSTON. “ANCHORAGE, AK 33569.5 . 386 
that their preseason and if that changes, it | -7-- RANDY WARNER —TURNEY, MO - 33545.5 1783 
league player of the will be only because 8. “CHRISTOPHER DANIELSON EWA, HI 33597) °1932 
year honors should someone else passes | 9: TODD MILLER BUFFALO, NY 33471 1554 |} 
have gone to someone Bradford. It has not 10 SHANE HOWARD —- NASHUA, NH. 33458 - 203: || 
else. been a seamless transi- = ! 
Nothing against IIl- tion from star to role | FANTASY HOCKEY Wk. 107 ‘| 
inois’ Cory Bradford, player for Bradford, ‘ Wily” STD | 
but the Illini—already but it has been close. | Ri-Wame Location Score Rank || 
one of college basket- Illinois had a score BRIAN KUCHARSKI WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 4907 117 || 
ball’s four best teams— to settle with the Wild- WAYNE QUESNELJR. LA’SALLE, QU: A754 «34 
have an abundance of cats, who won, 79-76, 3 JON RIANHARD~ ST. LOUIS, MO Ay278.- AN 
talent, of which Brad- when the teams met ‘| 4° MARTY TRACEY. —_ENCINITAS, CA 4672. 66 
ford is just a com November 22 on Maui. 5 DAVID BECKMAN BATTLEFORD, SK 4663.5 88. | 
ponent. And that team Bradford's record-set- 6. DAVID BECKMAN BATTLEFORD, SK 4660.33 
balance is just the way ting 3-pointer last Sat- }-7 MARK SEGEDY CARDIFF, CA 0645.5 35 
these tightly knit Illini urday enlivened the 8 JAMES MCALEER  LEVITOWN, WY 464,543 
want it, which is why crowd and his team- 9 RONFREDERICK MCDONALD, PA 1636.2 
this program is the mates; the rest of the | 10 DARRELL SAMPSON BROKEN ARROW, OK 46245 250 


strongest it has been 
since Nick Anderson, 
Kendall Gill, Kenny 
Battle & Co. reached 
the Final Four 12 sea- 
sons ago. 

If Illinois, in its first 
year under coach Bill 
Self, does have a 
player who will influ- 
ence its successes and 
failures more than any 
of his teammates, it 
might be Bradford ... 
or it might be Frank 
Williams or Marcus 
Griffin or Brian Cook. 
In all probability, that 
murky distinction will 
change throughout the 
season. 


way, the game was as 
intense as any other 
this college season. 
When it was over, the 
other Illini hoisted 
Bradford on_ their 
shoulders at center 
court. Individual att- 
ention poured onto 
the soft-spoken 
shooter from Mem- 
phis. Just this once, it 
was appropriate. 

From here the Illini 
will need Williams to 
continue his unselfish 
play at point guard, 
Griffin to keep ex- 
celling in the post, 
Cook to begin living 
up to his vast poten- 


‘STEPHEN J. CARRERA / AP 


Against Arizona last 
Saturday in Chicago’s 
United Center, Brad- 
ford made the game's most noteworthy play in his 
team’s 81-73 victory. With 13:43 remaining in 
the first half, the 6-3 junior guard hit a 3-point 
shot that broke a 12-12 tie and, more important, 
eliminated what had become an uncomfortable 
distraction. It was the 74th consecutive game in 
which Bradford made at least one 3, breaking an 
11-year NCAA record. The final weeks of the 
chase had been difficult for Bradford, who felt 
conflicted about the individual attention. 

“That’s not what this team’s about,” he says. “I'd 
be lying if I said it wasn’t hard not to think about 
the record. It was hard to block it out. I was very 
glad to get it out of the way.” 

Two seasons ago, Bradford was just about all 
Illinois had offensively, and at times he shot the 


More college basketball at 


HELPING HAND: Bradford is just one of many big 
contributors for the surging Illini. 


tial and Sergio Mc- 
Clain and Lucas 
Johnson to persist as 
tireless intimidators. 

And, perhaps, 3-point shooting sophomore Sean 
Harrington, whose value to the team increases 
with every game, will have to steal away a few 
more of Bradford’s minutes. “Sean has been 
amazing,” says Bradford. “He deserves whatever 
he gets.” 

For the record, TSN also named Bradford the 
Big Ten’s Player of the Year before the season. We 
now know that was a misjudgment. A glimmer of 
spotlight will remain on Bradford—who has hit a 
3-pointer in every game of his college career—for 
as long as he extends his NCAA mark. But the 
pressure’s off. The Illini are aiming very high, and 
whatever Bradford can do to help them reach 
their goals will be good enough. —Steve Greenberg 
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Whly” STD. 

Location Score Rank 
WILLIAM TYRER BEVERLY HILLS, CA 8499.5 9} 
JERRY LUSENHOP MARION, OH 8108 29 
ROMAIN CADOT SANTA, CA 8073.5 51 |] 
TROYCE GOODLOW DALLAS, TX 7979 563) || 
EDEN ROSEN LOS ANGELES, CA 7948 23 || 
DAVID CORONA. . NEW YORK, NY 7937 592 | 
EDEN ROSEN LOS ANGELES, CA 7911.5 4 ! 
DIRK DUNBAR CEDAR, IA 7875 130 
CRAIG FRANK. ARNOLD, MO. 78745, 6 | 
DANIEL SITLANI - KENSINGTON, CA. 7864.5. 176 | 


ID# Player POS Team Value || 
3203 Aaron Brooks QB WO 500,000. | 
5171 Richie Anderson RB WY) 775,000 
7144 Torrance Small WR PHI 750,000 
9141 Greg Clark TE SF 500,000 
1116 > Olindo Mare MIA 2,139,000 | 
FANTASY HOCKEY FREEAGENTS'Wk..13 . 
ID# Player POS Team Value || 
5122. Bill Guerin WwW BOS 1,753,000 
7229 _ Eric Weinrich D MON 975,000 
3150. Cliff Ronning Cc NAS. 1,360,000 
1211 BrentJohnson G STL 500,000 || 
FANTASY BASKETBALL FREE AGENTS Wk. 10) } 
1D# Player POS) Team Value 
1113 Shawn Bradley  ¢ DAL $1,870;000 | 
2 2121 Glenn Robinson =F Mil - $2,140,000. || 
| 3 3131 Larry Hughes G GSW $1,550,000 | 
|}-4 ~3151° Mike Bibby G VAN $1,650,000 | 


tsnnflplayofts.p pincer net | 
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With an excellent 
offensive line, hot skill 
players, a peerless staff 
and playoff experience, 
the Broncos will be a 
frightening team to meet 
in the postseason 

By Phil Barber 


wo months ago, the Broncos were 
much like their longtime home, Mile 
High Stadium. They enjoyed full and 
operational NFL status but looked 
destined for the rubble heap in the 
near future. 

Corey Dillon had just rushed for 
278 yards against the Broncos, breaking Walter 
Payton’s 23-year-old NFL record and giving the 
sorry Bengals their first win of the season. Cincin- 
nati rushed for 407 yards as a team, the most in 
an NFL game in 50 years. The loss dropped the 
Broncos to 4-4 and gave them a pot to stew in 
during their off-week. 

Broncos coach Mike Shanahan did not implode. 
Rather than throwing office furniture or belittling 
the culprits in his locker room, he calmly 
explained what his team was doing wrong, and 
what it would have to change to have any shot at 
a playoff position. 

At the same time, Shanahan sent an 
unmistakable signal. He had his players practice in 
pads for the next three weeks. Pads mean contact, 
and contact means daily soreness. It was harsh, 
but it got the Broncos tackling again. 

It also got them winning. Denver had won six 
games in a row before stumbling Sunday at 
Kansas City. Even that 20-7 loss might not be 
particularly worrisome for the Broncos, because all 
season long they have fallen to lesser teams 
(including the Bengals, Patriots and Chiefs twice) 
while beating the strong ones (including the 
Raiders twice and the Jets and Saints on the road). 

They are about to get a steady diet of worthy 
foes, and they just might have the stomach for it. 

Three years ago, the Broncos entered the 
postseason as a wild-card team and ended up 
Super Bowl champion. This year’s squad has a 
similar look. In any case, the Broncos are a team 
that will present distinct problems for postseason 
opponents. 

Here are five reasons AFC playoff teams will 
want no part of the Broncos: 


Dark I 
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ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Napoleon's troops 


Offensive tackle Tony Jones is one of the game’s 
more articulate commentators, but he summons a 
world-class scowl, accentuated by a blue stocking cap 
pulled low over his forehead, when a writer asks for 
a conversation the Wednesday before the Chiefs 
game. Jones points and says, “You'll have to speak 
with our representative. He’s at the last locker.” 

The writer gazes down the row to see a pair of 
legs protruding from a locker. It looks as though the 
stall is in the process of swallowing one of the 
Broncos whole. “Him?” 

“No,” Jones says. “The last locker. He’s not here 
yet.” 

The corner locker belongs to Lennie Friedman, 
a second-round draft pick in 1999. When 
Friedman strolls in and is descended upon by 
writing tablets, he looks sheepishly at Jones and 
center Tom Nalen. He is worried that he'll be fined 
for speaking to the media, a common penalty at the 
Broncos’ Englewood, Colo., facility. The veterans 
throw him barely perceptible nods, and Friedman 
begins a nervous chat. 

If this procedure seems weird, it’s all part of 
blocking for the Broncos. And it all trickles down 
from Alex Gibbs, 59, the team’s offensive line 
coach. Gibbs stands 5-6, yet is known to cow even 
the most leviathan lineman with his animated 
harangues. Guard Mark Schlereth and former 
Broncos lineman David Diaz-Infante referred to 
him as “Napoleon on speed.” 

Like another undersized and excitable character, 
Gibbs is able to spin straw into gold. None of the 
five men who began the season as offensive line 
starters was drafted in the first round. Two of them, 
Jones and right tackle Matt Lepsis, weren't drafted 
at all. It is said that Gibbs actually prefers working 
with free agents because lesser-known players tend 
to be more insecure, and therefore more likely to 
adopt his mind-set of controlled paranoia. 

This year, the untested Friedman stepped in at 
left guard for the injured Schlereth in Week 8, and 
the offense has hardly skipped a beat. 

“I do believe it’s the system, from top to bottom,” 
Friedman says. “Guys like Tom Nalen and Tony 
Jones helped immensely. I did the best I could to 
learn from these guys.” 

The Broncos’ current starting linemen average 
287 pounds, positively petite by NFL standards. 
They make up for the lack of bulk with leverage, 
movement and intelligence. This unit excels in 
communication and choreography, both pre-snap 
(in its relatively complex run-blocking schemes) and 
post-snap (picking off stunts in pass protection). 

The nucleus is Nalen, who makes the line calls. 
He is a heady leader, consistent and quick off the 
snap. He’s nearly as quick in the locker room. 
When Nalen’s fourth consecutive Pro Bowl 


MODEL REPLACEMENT: Anderson fits the 
parameters the Broncos look for in a running back. 


nomination was announced Thursday, the painfully 
shy center spent much of the morning avoiding 
reporters. 

“There he is!” someone would shout. And the 
pack would turn, just in time to see Nalen’s jock- 
strapped behind disappearing into a training room. 

Oh, yes, the line offers one further advantage: its 
allegedly unsavory tactics. Many opponents, 
notably defensive tackles Darrell Russell of the 
Raiders and D’Marco Farr of the Rams, have 
accused the Broncos’ blockers of endangering 
knees with cut blocks. Chiefs coach Gunther 
Cunningham accepts this assessment but admits a 
grudging respect for the Broncos’ front five. 

“Let me tell you,” Cunningham says, “those guys 
are blood and guts. They get down and block 
people low, and that's what you have to do in this 


league.” 
Taking the ‘A’ train 


First it was Terrell Davis, then Olandis Gary, 
then Davis again. The runners keep falling to 
injuries, and the Broncos keep plugging in able 
replacements. 

This year’s model is Mike Anderson, the former 
high school drummer and Marine Corps jarhead. 
Anderson, like Davis before him, arrived as a 
sixth-round pick. He was buried so deeply on the 
depth chart that the Broncos tried him at fullback 
in the preseason opener against Arizona. His goal 
was to make the squad as a special teams player. 

Instead, Anderson has pummeled NFL defenses. 
He had 187 yards at Oakland, 195 at Seattle and 
a team-record 251 at New Orleans. Before facing 
Denver, the Saints had allowed only one back to 
rush for 100 yards. “I’m totally surprised,” 
Anderson says, allowing himself a wide, gap- 
toothed smile. “I constantly ask myself, ‘How can 
this be?’ Just switch shoes with me. How would 
you feel if you were suddenly in this position?” 

In light of the recent revolving door at the 
position, it’s tempting to attribute Anderson's 
accomplishments to Shanahan’s offensive system 
and Gibbs’ offensive line. But the rookie has been 
somewhat of a revelation. 

He’s a big back who can do some damage 
between the tackles, and he has surprised a lot of 
opponents with his speed. One of them was Shawn 
Springs, the Seahawks’ swift cornerback, who 
seemed to have the angle on Anderson in Week 
13 but lost him on an 80-yard touchdown run. 

“He fit the parameters we were looking for,” 
Shanahan says of Anderson. “He was 230 pounds, 
had good speed, could block. We thought he was 
excellent on special teams. We liked his attitude. 
From what we saw in college, we thought he could 
be a Terrell Davis or an Olandis Gary. But you 
never know for sure until they get in.” 

Now Shanahan knows for sure. There is a 
chance Davis will be back from a lower-leg injury 
for the playoffs, and it would be tempting to lean 
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Suddenly, lowering my high cholesterol 
became even more important than football. 


-Head Coach Dan Reeves 


Only six weeks before one of the most important games of my life, | felt a 
strange pain in my chest—and wanted to ignore it. | mentioned it to my 
doctor, who encouraged me to get it checked out the next day. What they 
found was unlike any opponent | had ever faced: three of my arteries were 
more than 90 percent blocked. | was suffering from heart disease and had 
to undergo emergency bypass surgery. Fortunately, | had a full recovery, and 
was even able to coach my team in the biggest game of the season four 
weeks later. Looking back, | wish | had done some of the things | am doing now 
to take better care of myself. Some of those things include =))5\()0)\- 0 (o- 0 
exercise, and taking ZOCOR to help significantly lower my total cholesterol. 
When diet and exercise are not enough, ZOCOR can help people with high 
cholesterol and heart disease live a longer life by reducing the risk of a 
heart attack. | [ny tyaciieoisclcliyi ces ZOCOR is a prescription medicine and 
isn’t right for everyone, including women who are nursing or pregnant or who 
may become pregnant, anyone with liver problems, and people who are allergic 
to any ingredients of ZOCOR. Unexplained muscle pain or weakness could be 
a sign of a rare but serious side effect and should be reported to your doctor 
right away. Your doctor may do blood tests before and during treatment with 
ZOCOR to check for liver problems. To avoid serious side effects, discuss with 
your doctor medicine or food you should avoid while on ZOCOR (see details 
immediately following this ad)./\ (i Faic le eee ey Cre m0) e) Ae) 
help lower your cholesterol. Ask your doctor if ZOCOR is right for you. 


For more information call 1-888-851-7960 or visit www.zocor.com. 


Your results may vary. Please read the additional information on ZOCOR immediately following this ad. 


It’s your future. Be there. 


ZOCOR 


(SIMVASTATIN) 


PLEASE READ THIS SUMMARY CAREFULLY, AND THEN ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT 
ZOCOR. NO ADVERTISEMENT CAN PROVIDE ALL THE INFORMATION NEEDED TO 
PRESCRIBE A DRUG. THIS ADVERTISEMENT DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF CARE- 
FUL DISCUSSIONS WITH YOUR DOCTOR. HAS THE TRAINING 
TO WEIGH THE RISKS AND BENEFITS OF A PRESCRIPTION DRUG FOR YOU. 


USES OF ZOCOR 

ZOCOR is a prescription drug that is indicated as an addition to diet for many patients with high cho- 

lesterol when diet and exercise are inadequate. For patients with coronary heart disease (CHD) and 

high cholesterol, ZOCOR is indicated as an addition to diet to reduce the risk of death by reducing coro- 

nary death; to reduce the risk of heart attack; to reduce the risk for undergoing cardiac procedures 

(coronary artery bypass grafting and percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty); and to reduce 

the risk of stroke or transient ischemic attack (TIA). 

WHEN ZOCOR SHOULD NOT BE USED 
i is wil if i 

ZOCOR should not be used by patients who are allergic to any of its ingredients. in addition to the active 

ingredient simvastatin, each tablet contains the following inactive ingredients: cellulose, lactose, mag- 

nesium stearate, iron oxides, talc, titanium dioxide, and starch. Butylated hydroxyanisole is added as a 

preservative. . : 

Patients with liver problems: ZOCOR should not be used by patients with active liver disease or 

fepeated bicod test results indicating possible tiver problems. (See WARNINGS.) 

Women who are or may become pregnant: Pregnant women should not take ZOCOR because it 

may harm the fetus. Women of childbearing age should not take ZOCOR untess it is highly 

unlikely that they will become pregnant. tf a woman does become pregnant white on ZOCOR, she 

should stop taking the drug and talk to her doctor at once. 

Women who are breast-feeding should not take ZOCOR. 


WARNINGS 

Muscle: Tell your doctor right away if you experience any unexplained muscle pain, 
tenderness, or weakness at any time during treatment with ZOCOR so your doctor can 
decide if ZOCOR should be stopped. Some patients may have muscle pain or weakness 
while taking ZOCOR. Rarely, this can include muscle breakdown resulting in kidney 
damage. The risk of muscle breakdown is greater in patients taking certain other drugs 
along with ZOCOR, such as the lipid-lowering drug Lopid (gemftbrozil), and other fibrates; 
lipid-lowering doses of niacin (nicotinic acid); Sandimmune (cyclosporine); 
itraconazole, ketoconazole, and other azole antifungal drugs; the antibiotics erythromycin 


and clarithromycin; HIV protease inhibitors; and the antidepressant nefazodone. 


Interruption of therapy with ZOCOR should be considered if you are going to take an azole 
antifungal medication, such as itraconazole, or macrolide antibiotics, such as ery- 
thromycin. Avoid drinking large quantities of grapefruit juice (more than one quait daily) 
while on ZOCOR. The risk of muscle breakdown is greater in patients with kidney prob- 
lems or diabetes. 

Because there are risks in combining therapy with ZOCOR with the products listed above, 
your doctor should carefully weigh the potential benefits and risks. He or she should also 
carefully monitor patients for any muscle pain, tenderness, or weakness, particularly 
during the initial months of therapy and if the dose.of either drug Is increased. Your 
dcctor alse may monitor the level of certain muscle enzymes in your body, but there is no 
assurance that such monitoring will prevent the occurrence of severe muscle disease. 


If you have conditions that can increase your risk of muscle breakdown, which in turn 
can cause kidney damage, ycur doctor should temporarily withhold cr stop ZOCOR. Also, 
since there are no known adverse consequences of briefly stopping therapy with ZOCCR, 
treatment should be stopped a few days before elective major surgery and when any 
major acute medical or surgical condition occurs. Discuss this with your doctor, whe can 
explain these conditions to you. 


Liver: About 1% of patients who tock ZOCOR in clinical trials developed elevated levels 
of some liver enzymes. Patients who had these increases usually had no symptoms. Elevated liver 
enzymes usually returned to normal levels when therapy with ZOCOR was stopped. 


_ Inthe ZOCOR Survival Study, the number of patients with more than one liver enzyme tevel elevation to 
Qreater than 3 times the normal upper limit was no different between the ZOCOR and placebo groups. Only 
8 patients on ZOCOR and 5 on placebo discontinued therapy due to elevated liver enzyme levels. Patients 
were statted on 20 mg of ZOCOR, and one third had their dose raised to 40 mg. 

Your doctor should perform routine blccd tests to check these enzymes before you start 
treatment with ZOCOR and periodically thereafter (for example, semiannually) for your 
first year of treatment or until 1 year after your last elevation in dose. Patients titrated to 
the 80-mg dose should receive an additional test at 3 months. If your enzyme levels increase, 
your doctor should order more frequent tests. If your liver enzyme tevels remain unusually high, your 
doctor should discontinue your medication. 

Tell your doctor about any liver disease you may have had in the past and about how much alcohol you 
consume. ZOCOR should be used with caution in patients who consume large amounts of alcohol. 
PRECAUTIONS 

Before starting treatment with ZOCOR, try to lower your cholestercl by other methods such as diet, 
exercise, and weight loss. Ask your doctor about how best to do this. Any other medical problems that can 
cause high cholesterol should also be treated. 
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Drug Interactions: Because of possible serious drug interactions, it is important to tell your doctor what 
other drugs you are taking, including those obtained without a prescription. 


ZOCOR® (simvastatin) can interact with cyclosporine (Sandimmune), iltaconazole, ketoconazole, Lopid, 
niacin, erythromycin, clarithromycin, HIV protease inhibitors, and nefazodone. 


Toavoid possible serious side effects, avoid drinking large quantities of grapefruit juice (more than one 
quart daily) while on ZOCOR. (See WARNINGS, Muscle.) 


Some patients taking lipid-lowering agents similar to ZOCOR and coumarin anticoagulants (a type of 
blood thinner) have experienced bleeding and/or increased blood clotting time. Patients taking these 
Medicines should have their blood tested before starting therapy with ZOCOR and should continue to 
be monitored. 


Central Nervous System Toxicity; Cancer, Mutations, tmpairment of Fertility: Like most 
prescription drugs, ZOCOR was required to be tested on animals before it was marketed for human use. 
Often these tests were designed to achieve higher drug concentrations than humans achieve 
at recommended dosing. In some tests, the animals had damage to the nerves in the central nervous 
system. In studies of mice with high doses of ZOCOR, the likelihood of certain types of cancerous tumors 
increased. No evidence of mutations of or damage to genetic material has been seen. In one study with 
ZOCOR, there was decreased fertility in male rats. 


Pregnancy: Pregnant women should not take ZOCOR because it may harm the fetus. 


Safety in preanancy has not heen established. in studies with lipid-lowering agents similar to ZOCOR, 
there have been rare reports of birth defects of the skeleton and digestive system. Therefore, women of 
childbearing age should not take ZOCOR unless it is highly unlikely they will become pregnant. If a 
woman does become pregnant while taking ZOCOR, she should stop taking the drug and talk to her doc- 
tor at once. The active ingredient of ZOCOR did not cause birth defects in rats at 3 times the human dose 
or in rabbits at 3 times the human dose. 


Nursing Mothers: Drugs taken by nursing mothers may be present in their breast milk. Because of 
the potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing infants, a woman taking ZOCOR shoutd not breast- 
feed. (See WHEN ZOCOR SHOULD NOT BE USED.) : 


Pediatric Use: ZOCOR is not recommended for children or patients under 20 years of age. 
SIDE EFFECTS 


Most patients tolerate treatment with ZOCOR well; however, like ail prescription drugs, ZOCOR can cause 
side effects, and some of them can be serious. Side effects that do occur are usually mild and short- 
lived. Only your doctor can weigh the risks versus the benefits of any prescrintion drug. In clinical stud- 
ies with ZOCOR, less than 1.5% of patients dropped out of the studies because of side effects. tn a large, 
long-term study, patients taking ZOCOR experienced similar side effects to those patients taking placebo 
(sugar pills). Some of the side effects that have been reported with ZOCOR or related drugs are listed 
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Digestive System: Constipation, diarrhea, upset stomach, gas, heartburn, stomach pain/cramps, 
anorexia, loss of appetite, nausea, inflammation of the pancreas, hepatitis, jaundice, fatty changes in the 
liver, and, rarely, severe liver damage and failure, cirrhosis, and liver cancer. 


Muscle, Skeletal: Muscle cramps, aches, pain, and weakness; joint pain; muscle breakdown. 


Nervous System: Dizziness, headache, insomnia, tingling, memory loss, damage to nerves causing 
weakness and/or loss of sensation and/or abnormal sensations, anxiety, depression, tremor, loss of 
balance, psychic disturbances. 


Skin: Rash, itching, hair loss, dryness, nodules, discoloration. 
Eye/Senses: Blurred vision, altered taste sensation, progression of cataracts, eye muscle weakness. 


Hypersensitivity (Allergic) Reactions: On rare occasions, a wide variety of symptoms have been 
reported to occur either alone or together in groups (referred to as a syndrome) that appeared to be based 
on allergic-type reactions, which may rarely be fatal. These have included one or more of the following: a 
severe generalized reaction that may include shortness of breath, wheezing, digestive symptoms, and low 
blood pressure and even shock; an allergic reaction with swelling of the face, lips, tongue and/or throat with 
difficulty swallowing or breathing; symptoms mimicking lupus (a disorder in which a person's immune 
system may attack parts of his or her own body); severe muscle and bicod vessel inflammation; bruises; 
various disorders of blocd cells (that coutd result in anemia, infection, or blood clotting problems) or 
abnormal btood tests; inflamed or painful joints; hives; fatigue and weakness; sensitivity to sunlight; fever, 
chills; flushing: difficulty breathing; and severe skin disorders that vary from rash to a serious burn-like 
shedding of skin all over the body, including mucous membranes such as the lining of the mouth. 


Other: Loss of sexual desire, breast enlargement, impotence. 


Laboratory Tests: Liver function test abnormalities including elevated alkaline phosphatase and biiru- 
bin; thyroid function abnormalities. 


NOTE: This summary provides important information about ZOCOR. If you would like 
more information, ask your doctor or pharmacist to let you read the complete prescribing 
information and then discuss it with them. 


ZOCOR is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc. 
The other brands listed are trademarks of their 
Tespective owners and not of Merck & Co., inc. 
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Whitehouse Station, NU 08889 
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~ don’t present the contrast of a pure 


on the Super Bowl 32 MVP at 
crunch time. But the smart money 
says the Broncos won't—and 
shouldn’t—change in midstream. 


The handymen 


Wide receivers Rod Smith and 
Ed McCaffrey haven't exactly been 
secrets over the last few seasons. 
But with tight end Shannon Sharpe 
out of the picture, this definitely 
has been a breakout season for the 
duo. McCaffrey entered the Kansas 
City game as the NFUs receptions 
leader, Smith as the top guy in 
receiving yards. 

Smith, a former practice-squad 
player, made the Pro Bowl for the 
first time; many felt McCaffrey 
should have joined him. “I voted for 
those guys the last three years,” says 
Chiefs linebacker Donnie Edwards. 
“It's not only the catches and the 
yards after the catch. What goes 
unnoticed is their blocking ability.” 

Smith has blossomed into one of 
the league’s most feared threats, especially after 
the reception, when he is adept at slipping tacklers 
and powering past the first-down marker. 
Shanahan was so impressed by Smith’s moves that 
he lined him up in the backfield in Week 13 
against Seattle. Smith carried three times for 78 
yards, including a 50-yard touchdown. 

According to Broncos quarterback Gus Frerotte, 
there’s another trait about Smith and McCaffrey 
that isn’t always obvious. “They're really smart,” 
Frerotte says. “They're intelligent in their reading 
of coverages. And both catch the ball with their 
hands. If you put it between them and the 
defender, they'll get it and the 
defender won't.” 

And it hardly seems to matter 
who's throwing it. Brian Griese was 
the AFC’s highest-rated quarter- 
back when he separated his 
shoulder against the Raiders on 
November 13. Frerotte, his replace- 
ment, has gone 4-2 as the starter. 
Still, he has been prone to 
interceptions and will be relieved 
by Griese as soon as he is healthy. 
Griese will practice this week, 
hoping to play in the regular- 
season finale against the 49ers. 

Unlike some classic receiver 
combinations, McCaffrey and Smith 


fewer. 


speed guy and a pure possession 
guy. They are somewhat similar in 
style and build—though the 6-5 
McCaffrey is five inches taller—and 
pose some hard decisions for the 
men who devise coverage schemes. 

“You have a mismatch some- 
where with those two,” Frerotte 
says. 
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FAVORABLE RECEPTIONS: Smith (left) and McCaffrey are somewhat similar in style and 
size, and pose some hard decisions for the men who devise coverage schemes. 


was one of those moments that was terrible. And 
he came in and was like your daddy. He said, 
‘We're all disappointed,’ and talked about what we 
had to do to get better. He was talking to you like a 
person, not a piece of property.” 

Of course, all this tough love would be worth 
little if it weren’t for the Shanahan regime’s other 
strength: clever game plans. 

“They'll always have something in their plan to 
attack what you do well,” says Ron Zook, the 
Saints’ defensive coordinator and a former 
member of the Chiefs’ staff. “We usually look at six 
or seven games (of opponents) before we play 


Defense mechanism 


The Broncos’ offense had been certifiably lethal before its big chill in Kansas City 
Sunday, with the team averaging 34 points and 441 yards per game during its recent, six- 
game winning streak. And yet five of those six games were settled by seven points or 


That's because the Denver defense continues to surrender ground faster than Saddam 
Hussein's army in the latter stages of Operation Desert Storm. Will this defense be the 
Broncos’ undoing in the 
postseason? Not according to 
cornerback Terrell Buckley. 
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Skinning the cat 


Shanahan is a coach who seems 
to consistently push the right 
buttons. His reaction to the dreadful 
performance against the Bengals is 
acase in point. “That was a defining 
moment,” cornerback Terrell Buckley 
says. “When everything's great, you 
really don’t know a person. This 


/ 2 Pp -5 3 . 
CAUSE FOR CONCERN: Bill Romanowski and his 
defensive mates are giving up too much ground. 


more than what the Bengals gained in one game. Denver's per-carry yield stood at 5.5 
yards after eight games; it was a respectable 3.6 yards per attempt in the next six games 
before the Chiefs busted loose for 264 yards on 41 rushes. 
The company line of the Denver defense is, “We're winning, so we must be doing 
something right.” 
Still, Shanahan and coordinator Greg Robinson have to be concerned, especially after a 
poor running team like the Chiefs overwhelmed the front seven. —PB. 


dimensional. If we stop the run, 
they don’t have a chance,” insists 
Buckley, pointing out that the 
Broncos led the Seahawks, 24-3, 
in the third quarter in Week 15 
before winning, 31-24. “You play 
differently in that situation. 
They'll get a lot of yards.” is. 
Buckley makes a solid point. 
The Broncos have forced 42 
turnovers. And in their six 
victories after Corey Dillon’s 
March, they allowed a total of 
425 rushing yards, only slightly 


them. We'll always see a new 
wrinkle for everyone (the Broncos) 
have played.” 

Shanahan, generally considered 
the league’s best X’s-and-O’s man, 
has composed a bright staff that 
knows his system and how to 
teach it. Ten of Shanahan’s current 
assistants—including both coordi- 
nators, Gary Kubiak on offense 
and Greg Robinson on defense— 
have been with him throughout 
his six-season tenure in Denver. 

“It's a simple formula,” says 
Cunningham, who has had more 
success (4-0) against Shanahan than 
anyone. “Mike has been there since 
‘95. Their coaches have stayed 
together and their personnel 
department has stayed intact, so 
they know who they're going after. 
It's a darn good organization, 
there’s no doubt about it.” 

And it starts with Shanahan. 
Buckley has played for a variety of 
coaches, including Mike Holmgren 
and Jimmy Johnson. He calls 
Shanahan the best in the business. “There are 
many ways to skin a cat,” Buckley says. “The way 
he skins the cat is just right.” 


Excited, not giddy 


This postseason could be one of the most 
competitive in years. No team in the AFC looks 
invincible, and at least five seem capable of a run 
to Super Bowl 35. In a race this tight, what alarms 
opponents most isn’t the Broncos’ up-the-gut 
running or hot receivers. 

“It's their playoff record over the last few years,” 
Titans coach Jeff Fisher says. “This 
is a battle-tested team. They 
understand the playoffs.” 

Shanahan lost his first playoff 
game as a head coach, a galling 
30-27 loss at home to the Jaguars 
after the 1996 season. Since then, 
his boys have run the table twice. 
Equally important, 24 of the 53 
players on Denver's active roster 
have rings from Super Bowls 32 
and 33. 

“] think our players know what 
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“What counts are points to expect,” Shanahan says. “A lot of 
allowed and turnovers. We try to them have been there. And when 
force teams to be one- 


you've been there, you understand 
that you don’t get giddy about 
being in the playoffs. You get 
excited about the opportunity. But 
you know that if you don’t go out 
there and get the job done, it’s a 
very long offseason. And if you do 
get the job done, how exciting it 


One of the Broncos’ 24 Super 
Bowl two-timers is fullback 
Howard Griffith, who sounds a 
similarly cautionary note. “It feels 
good to have this experience,” 
Griffith says. “You know you can 
always rely on that—but you still 
have to play the games.” 

So let them begin. And don't for 
a moment take your eyes off the 
Broncos. TSN 


Phil Barber is a free-lance writer 
from Calistoga, Calif 
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Insider... 


Dan Pompei 


The new Trent Dilfer is 
still a work in progress 


t has been two months now that Trent Dilfer has been playing 
clean and sober. The world waits for him to fall off the wagon 


and go on an interception binge. 


“Everyone is wondering, ‘When is the old 
Trent Dilfer going to show up?’ ” Ravens 
coach Brian Billick says. Even the Ravens have 
yet to commit long-term to the free-agent-to-be, 
and you can understand why. Dilfer’s 6-1 record 
with Baltimore is diluted considering that five of 
those victories have come against the Bengals, 
Cowboys, Browns, Chargers and Cardinals, whose 
rosters feature many future stars of the XFL. 

Some believe the old Trent Dilfer will show up 
in the playoffs, just when the Ravens need their 
quarterback to win a close game. 

It looked a little like the old Trent Dilfer at Sun 
Devil Stadium last Sunday. Dilfer admittedly 
played his worst game of the year “by far” against 
an inspired Cardinals team. Indecision marked his 
performance as he held onto the ball too long, 
leading to needless sacks, and threw late into the 
end zone against man coverage for a costly inter- 
ception. His red-zone play never has been a 
strength, and still isn’t. 

But the Ravens won, 13-7. The old Trent Dilfer 
probably would have blown this game for his 
team. Billick clearly didn’t like what he saw, but, 
he said, at least Dilfer did not put the team at risk 
any more than he did with those reckless throws. 

Although much of the football world had given 
up on Dilfer, he remains very much a work in 
progress. At 28, Dilfer is the same age as Florida 
State’s Heisman-winning quarterback Chris 
Weinke. In terms of development, Dilfer appears 
to be somewhere between a tadpole and a frog. 
While he might not be ready to carry a team to 
the Super Bowl, there clearly is improvement in 
his play. In fact, Houston general manager Charley 
Casserly said the Ravens’ gamble on Dilfer was 
“the best offseason signing in the league.” 

The old Trent Dilfer killed drives on third 
down. His career passer rating on third down was 
73.1 going into this season. The new Trent Dilfer 
kills defenses on third down. His passer rating on 
third down this year is 87.9. 

The old Trent Dilfer could be as inaccurate as 
the television networks’ hasty reports that Al 
Gore won the state of Florida on election night. 
Dilfer's career completion percentage prior to this 
year was .548. The new Trent Dilfer has been 
much more on target, with a completion per- 
centage of .610. 

The old Trent Dilfer was a poor deep thrower. 
His career rating on passes of more than 20 
yards was 42.8 before this year. The new Trent 
Dilfer is a downfield threat. This year, his passer 
rating on throws of more than 20 yards is 79.0. 

“His deep ball is more accurate,” Titans coach 
Jeff Fisher says. “He's giving receivers a chance to 
run under it. They’re taking calculated shots 
downfield and guys are making plays. The ball is 
going downfield more consistently. They have a 
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AS GOOD AS NEW: Dilfer has a new look, as a competent NFL 
quarterback, this year with a new team, the Ravens. 


very effective vertical passing game.” 

If anything, Dilfer can be too dependent on the 
big strike. Ravens offensive coordinator Matt Ca- 
vanaugh has been hammering Dilfer on this 
point. “He doesn’t have to do it all himself,” Ca- 
vanaugh says. “He likes to look downfield, look 
downfield, look downfield. Sometimes you can’t 
do that.” 

Dilfer is working at it. The old Trent Dilfer 
treated football like a job. The new Trent Dilfer 
treats football like a passion. Being humbled will 
do that to a player. Billick says he has never been 
around a quarterback who works harder than 
Dilfer. 

But this is about more than sweat. Dilfer is in a 
much better situation than he was with the Buc- 
caneers. Asked about Dilfer’s success, Fisher 
talked about the Ravens’ defense, running back 
Jamal Lewis, the Ravens’ speed at receiver, tight 
end Shannon Sharpe and the Ravens’ offensive 


system. All of these have benefited Dilfer. “Some- 
times a situation just fits a player better,” Billick 
says. “This fits.” 

“Everything was always on him in Tampa,” 
Browns cornerback Corey Fuller says. “Well, 
they're still struggling in Tampa on offense. Trent 
is looking good. I told him after we played, I guess 
it wasn’t you in Tampa.” 

Dilfer obviously is being coached well by Billick 
and Cavanaugh. Billick also had coaxed produc- 
tive spurts out of Warren Moon, Randall Cun- 
ningham and Tony Banks when each was at a 
personal low point, so this coach knows some- 
thing about reclamation projects. 

Billick has given Dilfer repeated 
opportunities and assurances. One 
thing that drew Billick to Dilfer was 
his percentage of touchdown passes 
in both 1997 and 1998. He had 21 
touchdowns in 386 attempts (5.4 
percent) in ‘97 and 21 TDs in 429 
attempts (4.8 percent) in '98. 

“That's a lot of touchdowns in not a 
lot of opportunities,” Billick says. “The 
quarterback has to have a comfort 
zone to get into a rhythm, so he can 
overcome a mistake. He has to know 
he can come back and correct it.” 

In the Bucs’ conservative offense, 
Dilfer might have tried too hard not 
to squander precious opportunities. 

“In watching him on film, he seems 
to be at peace with the offense, 
calmer,” Cardinals linebacker Rob 
Fredrickson says. “He’s in control of 
the offense. When he was with 
Tampa, he seemed to be more rattled 
and frustrated.” 

During training camp, Ravens in- 
siders noted that after a mistake, Dilfer 
would clutch his head with both hands. 
He isn’t doing that anymore. After the 
victory over the Cardinals, Dilfer ac- 
knowledged that if he had played in a 
game earlier in his career the way he 
played Sunday in Arizona, his confi- 
dence might have suffered. “Early in 
your career, you tend to make a bigger 
deal out of it,” he says. “As you go on, 
what you learn is you can play bad one 
week and light it up the next week. 
There's not a whole lot of carryover.” 

He was smiling as he said it. Minutes before, he 
was joking about how he had been taped in his 
locker and that really was an imposter out there 
wearing No. 8. 

Must have been the old Trent Dilfer. TSN 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


Senior writer Dan Pompei covers the NFL for 
THE SportiNG News. E-mail him at 
dpompei@sportingnews.com. 


Playoffs paradise 


TSN online has everything you need to 
prepare for the NFL playoffs—game matchups, 


team scouting reports and playoff histories, 
Signature game plays and more. Check out our 
in-depth coverage beginning December 27 at 


More NFL at sportingnews.com/nfl AOL keyword: TSN 


Double-edged swords 


_ Here is a trend worth noting; Almost all of 
the league’s leading sackers this season 
have a teammate who also is a leading 
sacker. Trevor Pryce of the Broncos and 
Bryant Young of the 49ers are the two 
exceptions, 

Our rating of the league’s best sack duos 
- begins with the starting defensive ends for 

Taylor Armstrong the AFC in the Pro Bowl. 

1. Jason Taylor and Trace Armstrong, Dolphins. Armstrong, 35, only plays on nickel 
downs and is having his best season. There isn’t a better pass-rush specialist in the NFL. 
Taylor, a flash off the edge, has rebounded from a 2/4-sack season a year ago. Armstrong 
and Taylor have a total of 31 sacks. 

2, La’Roi Glover and Joe Johnson, Saints. The Saints are the best pass-rushing 
team in the league, and it all starts with Glover, a whirling dervish on the inside. Johnson 
has come back strong from a blown-out knee. 

3. Warren Sapp and Marcus Jones, Buccaneers. Stunts and games help free both. 
In part because of Sapp’s quickness and relentlessness, Jones has had a breakout 
season. 

4. Hugh Douglas and Corey Simon, Eagles. With the addition of the rookie Simon as 
an inside presence, Douglas has flourished like never before with 15 sacks. 

5. Marco Coleman and Bruce Smith, Redskins, A pair of savvy players who play 
both the run and the pass as well as any bookends. 

6. Jevon Kearse and Kenny Holmes, Titans. For sheer speed off the corners, this 
duo is tops. y 

7. Jason Gildon and Joey Porter, Steelers. The 3-4 defense has allowed these two 
outside linebackers to shine. 

8. Grant Wistrom and Kevin Carter, Rams. Carter hasn't been as productive as he 
was a year ago, but this is still a formidable pair. 

9, Rob Burnett and Peter Boulware, Ravens. The end and the linebacker give the 
Ravens a lot of juice on the left side. 

10. Eric Hicks and Dan Williams, Chiefs. Hicks’ breakout year puts this pair on the 
radar. —D.P. 


TSN’s 
Power Poll |} : We 
Rk. Team W-L Streak 


1, Jerry Rice. Saturday may be his final game in 

a 49ers uniform. If Carmen Policy still were 
running this team, he'd sure Endeeye reed) Rice 
with San Francisco, 

Qu Troy Aikman. Cowboys quarterback moves 
another concussion closer to retirement. Someday — 
he'll want to sit down with already retired QB 


1. Tennessee 12-3 W3 
2. Baltimore 11-4 W6 
3. N.Y. Giants 11-4 W4 
4. Oakland 1-4 
5. Tampa Bay 9-5 W3 
6. Minnesota 11-4 12 
7. Philadelphia 10-5 W1 


8. Miami 10-5 12 

9. New Orleans 10-5 W2 Steve Yorny to tik about their NFL memories. It 
10. St. Louis 9-5 WI will be a short conversation. 
11. Denver 10-5 Li | 

12, Indianapolis 9-6 W2 see wee Bee 
ae Hae ae Mi used wide receivers under 
15. GreenBay 8-7 W3 center and recently signed 
16. Pittsburgh 8-7 Wi . an XFL candidate. Hours” 
17. Jacksonville 7-8 L1 4 after conceding the 
18. Kansas City 7-8 W2 2 Presidential election, Al Gore 
19. Carolina 7-8 Wt . 3 called the Browns to request 
20. Buffalo = 7-8 14 a tryout claiming to have 

a ERAGE § : v4 invented the quarterback position. 

23. Seattle " 6-9 wi 4 Bob ’N Weave. The Rams were heavily fined 
24. NewEngland 5-10 wi __ by the league for reviving the banned group 

25. Dallas 5-10 L1 | touchdown dance. That ended about a month 

26. Cincinnati 4-11 W1 | when all the team seemed to be doing was 

27. Chicago 4-11 L1 Bitch 'N Moan. 

28. Atlanta 3-12 16 

pow ATsona 342 (6 5. USS Truman. The Fox NFL Sunday show 


broadcasts from the deck of an aircraft carrier. It 
30. Cleveland 3: 
ae A ie. | was the only ship in the US. Navy big enough to 


31. San Diego 1-14 13 fl tall the Se titans x = Mik Kil 
au 
Through last Sunday's games, TSN's f Ma BY GBs : e TS A 
Power Poll is determined by TSN editors. . - 


away from the NFL since 1993. ... 
remove the “interim” tag from head coach Dave McGinnis’ title. 
McGinnis couldn't be judged on this year, given what he had to 
work with. McGinnis’ influence with team owner Bill Bidwill might 
even prompt the Cardinals to start doing things the right way. ... 
Don't look now, but the Cowboys’ best defensive lineman may be 
the rapidly improving Dimitrius Underwood. Since upping his weight 
to 305 pounds, gaining strength and moving from end to tackle, Un- 
derwood has come into his own. As an inside player, Underwood 
still has natural pass rush moves and the quickness to play thesrun. 
Is there a better candidate for comeback player of the year? This 


CB Jason Sehorn is set to begin negotiations with the Giants to 
see if it would be worth it to re-sign before testing the free-agent wa- 
ters, But more is involved than dollars. Sehornis fiancée, actress 
Angie Harmon, wouldn’t mind seeing her betrothed get away from 
the rat race of New York and sign with a team in a more civil envi- 
ronment. Given Harmon's paychecks from Law & Order, the pair can 
afford to prioritize quality of life over salary. Sehorn likes the Giants, 
but is not closed-minded about ex- 
ploring his options. And if he’s 
smart, he will listen to his better 
half. This will be interesting to keep 
an eye on. ... Redskins owner Dan 
Snyder is at it again. After his team 
was upset by the Cowboys at Texas 
Stadium, Snyder trashed his luxury 
suite. Sometimes, little boys throw 
fits after they get spanked. ... 
Speaking of Snyder, he would love 
to bring back Joe Gibbs as the 
coach of the Redskins. But it’s not 
going to happen. Gibbs has a brain. 
However, as a result of his loyalty 
to the franchise, Gibbs is serving aS. | EAyING TOWN? Money 


may not be enough to keep 
Sehorn playing in New York. 


a sounding board to Snyder. The 
only problem is Gibbs has been 
Great move by the Cardinals to 


former first-round pick was let go by the Vikings and Dolphins be- 


fore, overcoming emotional problems and signing with the Cowboys. 


«. It looks like Michigan junior WR David Terrell won't make a bad 


decision if, as expected, he elects to forgo his senior season and 
enter the draft. Terrell may, in fact, be the first player chosen. Some 
teams shy away from taking a receiver so high, especially after so 
many receivers from the class of 2000 selected high in the draft 
have fared poorly as rookies. But it’s possible no prospect will carry 
a higher grade than Terrell. 
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Looking for a new coach? 
Consider these candidates 


ledge cast an enveloping shade over the 
coaching landscape, Walsh's influence 
and teachings continue to be passed down onto 
budding leaders and teachers around the league. 

Last year, seven teams went hunting for new 
head coaches. Depending on the mindset of some 
of the league’s quirkiest owners, that tally could 
be approached in the upcoming weeks. The reg- 
ular interviewees such as Denver’s Gary Kubiak 
and Minnesota's Sherm Lewis rightfully will be 
mentioned as possible replacements, but here is a 
short list of lesser-known candidates who 
shouldn't be overlooked. 

Marty Mornhinweg, 49ers offensive coordi- 
nator: If Mike Holmgren is one of Walsh’s original 
offspring, then Mornhinweg is a grandson. Two 
generations removed from the man who pio- 
neered the West Coast offense, Momhinweg, who 


actually was a star quarterback for Holmgren at __ 
San Jose’s Oak Grove High, quickly is compiling ~ 


quite a coaching resume of his own. 

One reason potential shoppers should con- 
sider Mornhinweg is his track record with great- 
ness. Unlike many assistant coaches who toil 
with substandard talent, Mornhinweg has been 
fortunate enough to work closely with players 
such as Brett Favre and Steve Young and, more 
important, under coaches such as Holmgren and 
Steve Mariucci. 

Granted, association alone doesn’t make one a 
great coach, but remember the old saying about 
the apple not falling far from the tree. Morn- 
hinweg’s impact on current 49ers quarterback 
Jeff Garcia, who was more Pop Warner than Pro 
Bowl a year ago, is a testament to his under- 
standing of the quarterback position. 

Herman Edwards, Buccaneers’ defensive backs 
coach: If you're the owner of a team looking for a 
young coach who knows the ins and outs of pro 


As fans or casual observers, it’s easy to get 
caught up in statistics to gauge how a particular 
player is performing. If you don’t get a chance to 
see a guy on a weekly basis, numbers serve as a 
nice, quick reference point. However, for all 
intents and purposes, they are just conversation 
fodder and Pro Bowl criteria. In fact, stats don’t 
come close to telling the whole story. 

Take Baltimore DE Michael McCrary, who was 
left off this year’s Pro Bow! squad. Tackle and 
sack totals don’t take into account schemes, 
Opponents or injuries. Those things don’t surface 
until you study game film. 

At first glance, the stat sheet shows that 
McCrary’s sack numbers are way down this 
season. Unless he reaches Vinny Testaverde 314 
times Sunday, this will be only the second time in 
the past five years that he hasn't finished with a 


~ ROBERT SEALE/TSN 
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ill Walsh’s head-coaching family tree sprawls like a California 
redwood, with branches that extend to nearly every team in 
the NFL. Although it has been 12 years since his know- 


RARE BREED: Edwards has a variety of experience. 


football, Edwards is a no-brainer. He is a rare 
breed who brings three separate disciplines— 
player, scout and coach—to the job. 

There are plenty of men who have played and 
coached in the league, but few have served in a 
personnel capacity, as Edwards did with the 
Chiefs early in his career. His scouting back- 
ground, combined with the administrative skills 
he has acquired as Tony Dungy’s assistant head 
coach, makes him perhaps the top African-Amer- 
ican candidate available. 

Bill Callahan, Raiders’ offensive coordinator/of- 
fensive line coach: With all the attention that 
Raiders coach Jon Gruden is getting, there prob- 
ably isn’t a more overlooked assistant than 
Callahan. Although his title includes the word “co- 
ordinator,” Callahan’s primary responsibilities are 
the offensive line and running game. Most people 
automatically assume the coordinator label carries 
play-calling power, but that’s not the case in Oak- 
land, where Gruden calls the shots. 


‘SCOTT HALLERAN / ALLSPORT 


Skeptics might scoff that Callahan takes a lesser 
role on game day, but that shouldn’t necessarily 
disqualify him from consideration. For an organi- 
zation that’s looking to run the football and win 
with a ball-control philosophy—as the Raiders 
have all season—Callahan is a nice fit. 

Through Sunday, 19 teams had a 1,000-yard 
rusher on their rosters, yet the Raiders, who 
ranked among the top teams in the league in 
rushing, are not among them. This fact under- 
scores the excellent job Callahan has done with 
the overall ground game. 

Mike Tice, Vikings’ offensive line coach: Before 
the season, how many fans outside of the Twin 
Cities—or even in them—had the slightest clue 
who Matt Birk was? If you still don’t know, he’s 
the Harvard-grad-turned-starting-center for the 
Vikings. More important, Birk is the fifth different 
offensive linemen that Tice has sent to the Pro 
Bowl in the last three seasons. 

Like Callahan, Tice isn’t in control of the team’s 
game plan—that’s Lewis’ job—but that isn’t neces- 
sarily a prerequisite to be a head coach. Art Shell 
and Joe Bugel have risen from the trenches in the 
past and become head coaches. Few young 
coaches are more organized and understand a 
player’s mind-set like Tice, a former NFL tight 
end. Offensive line coaches generally are ignored 
in the search process, which unfortunately makes 
Tice the darkest of horses. 

Brad Childress, Eagles’ quarterbacks coach: 
He’s probably at least a year or two away from re- 
alistically ascending to the highest level, but it 
hasn’t taken the former University of Wisconsin 
offensive coordinator long to garner league-wide 
respect. 

The day after Andy Reid was named the Ea- 
gles’ head coach, he picked Childress to coach his 
quarterbacks, knowing that handling that position 
would either make or break his first head- 
coaching tenure. That alone says something about 
Childress, who was instrumental in the evaluation, 
eventual selection and astonishing development of 
Donovan McNabb. TSN 


The War Room, headed by 
former NFL scout Gary 
NFLWARROOM.COM Horton, analyzes NFL 
personnel and college prospects. 
To subscribe to The War Room books, call 1-800-657- 


5684 or visit its website (www.nflwarroom.com). E-mail 
The War Room at warroom@sportingnews.com. 


double-digit sack total. 

Acloser look, however, would ell you that 
McCrary is playing every bit as well this season 
as he did last, when he did make the trip to 
Honolulu. The Ravens’ top-ranked defense 
simply isn’t on the field as much as it has been 
in the past, and thus, McCrary doesn’t have as 
many opportunities to rush the passer. 

This week, his battle with Jets LT Jason Fabini 
will resemble a backyard scrap between a 
couple of pit bulls. Both combatants go full tilt on 
every play, and it will be important for Fabini to 
play physically from the outset. The third-year 
protector of Testaverde’s blindside doesn’t have 

,; himble enough feet to slide and cut off McCrary’ 

© wide speed rush, so it will be imperative for him 

= to use his size and strength advantage in the run 
game to wear down his opponent. —TWR 


Jacksonville at N.Y. Glants. At stake for the Giants Is home-field 
advantage throughout the NFC playoffs, If they win, turf-loving, track- 
Meet teams like the Rams and Vikings will be forced to play on the 
Possibly frigid and soggy grass of the Meadowlands, where the Giants 
will be able to roll out heavy doses of Thunder and Lightning. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Arizona WR David Boston vs, Washington CB Delon Sanders. This 
could be a mismatch—in favor of Boston. He has played well of late, 
and Sanders is far from the dominant force he used to be, Don't be 
Surprised if Boston has a big day, say a score or two and 80-plus 
fecelving yards, against The Artist Formerly Known As Prime Time. 


ON THE SPOT 


Why did Dave McGinnis agree to that long-term deal with the Car- 
dinals? Because despite his 1-7 record, he has the support of most of 
his players. Too bad they aren't better players, a fact the coach will 
Ponder as he tries to rebuild his roster In the offseason. 


Itshould be an Interesting offseason In Dallas, The club needs to 
Upgrade nearly every unit, but without a No, 1 draft cholce (sent to 
Seattle for WR Joey Galloway), Jerry Jones will need to be at his 
creative best. Looks like a long, bumpy ride back to respectability. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Washington OT Chris Samuels struggled at times, but he had a 
strong season and appears to have the skills necessary to protect the 
backside of QBs for years to come, If there are any personnel shake- 
Ups on the line, he may assume more of a leadership role in 2001. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


Look for Philly QB Donovan McNabb to win his first playoff start, He 
is playing very well, and the Eagles should be fresh following their off 
week and @ game against the Bengals. Expect Pro Bow! TE Chad 
Lewis to catch some key passes from McNabb as Well, 

the regular season against the woeful 


FANTASY) 
sourRc ; 
Bengals. Their running game could get 


some help from newly signed Chris Warren, who is expected to 
see his first playing time. With the team's other RBs playing so 
poorly, Warren easily could become the Eagles’ main back. 
For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 


After their off week, the Eagles close 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


3-12: 5th 


McGinnis given the chance 
to turn things around 


Z Dave McGinnis won't be a miracle 


worker, but owner Bill Bidwill (and 
pretty much everyone watching the 
team) realizes the problems run 
much deeper than a head coach. 
With the setbacks the team has 
had since making the playoffs in 
1998, the postseason is 
GRADING OUT likely s leat Be seasons 
ji away. But McGinnis 

us: Baltimore elioves he eventually can 
OFFENSE B- 
Only the second team to crack 


get the job done. And 
even with the lousy record 
the team has posted in his 
short tenure, his players 
believe in him. McGinnis 


800 yards against the Ravens, 
Turnovers rendered it moot. 


DEFENSE A 


Defensive line played like it would like to follow the 
hadn't all season. It should same path taken by 

have been enough, another former Bears 
SPECIAL TEAMS D assistant when he went 1- 


5 as an interim coach. 
That was Tennessee's Jeff 
Fisher—and look what 
Fisher has done since. ... 
The future of the 
defensive line rarely has 
nearly spring an upset, He got 4 
° been more cloudy than it 

the “Interim” tag removed, too, is right now. DT Mark 
Smith and DE Simeon Rice have been underachievers 
and are unrestricted free agents-to-be. DE Andre 
Wadsworth has bad knees. But just when they looked 
lost, all three came up with huge games in Sunday's 
near-upset of Baltimore. Smith and Wadsworth 
reverted to '98 form, with Smith dominating inside and 
Wadsworth looking like he had never been injured. 
McGinnis wants to keep the three together so the team 
has a foundation for the line. Based on most of this 
season, that would seem questionable. Based on last 
Sunday, that would seem hard to argue against. 


SCOUTING REPORT: QB Jake Plummer has been healthier 
than in 1999 and has played better, too. But this 
season he wasn't great, hampered by the lack of the 
third good-quality receiver behind David Boston and 
Frank Sanders and the lack of a good running game. 
There are more than a few who question whether 
Plummer ever will move up to the next level. He 
makes fewer bad throws, but he also seems to be 
overly conservative (and unable to create plays, once 
his trademark). He should have a new mentor next 
season after offensive coordinator Marc Trestman 
leaves; it may be Plummer’s last chance. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Scott Player was chosen to be 
the NFC’s Pro Bowl punter, a feel-good story given it 
took him seven years after leaving college to establish 
himself as an NFL player. But the Cardinals should 
always have a punter making a Pro Bowl push. The 
weather is superb for eight games. Figure in at least 
one game in a dome, and as long as the team avoids 
bad-weather cities late in a season, conditions usually 
are optimal. Don't forget, too, that a punter for this 
franchise usually gets lots of work. —Darren Urban 


Punt coverage blew one play, 
and K Blanchard appears to be 
In a serious funk. 


McGinnis got his team to 


CARDINALS 


Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD 
444 
8 


PASSING 
Plummer 


Int. Rate Sacks 
7Ot_ 13°18 69.321 
eeen0 


256 57.7 2802 


PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. 
Player «61 2706 44.4 0 


KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Jenkins 77 2052 26.6 1 


PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD. 
Cody. 29 216 7.4 0 
SACKS: Rice 6.5, McKinnon 3.0, Smith 
3.0. 

INTERCEPTIONS: A. Williams 3, 


Fredrickson 1, Lassiter 1, Chavous 1, 
Walz 1, 


Plummer 33 1534.6 0. 


Blanchard 


18 19 15 22 63 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. through Sunday, December 17. 


5-10: 4th 


Secondary could crumble 
under salary cap pressure 


The defensive backfield has held 
up well, considering the injuries to 
starting FSs George Teague (broken 
foot) and Darren Woodson (broken 
arm). The pass defense was third in 
the NFL entering Week 16. Much 


of the credit goes to CBs Philippi 


GRADING OUT 


vs. N.Y. Giants 


OFFENSE D 
Poor pass protection meant 
second-year man Wright didn't 


Sparks and Ryan McNeil, 
who have combined for 
six interceptions. McNeil 
has played so well that 
opponents rarely attack 
him, and Sparks has 
responded well when 


stand a chance. teams have directed passes 


his way. Their sure 


The unit finally broke down tackling also has helped 
under the weight of the club's against the run. FS Izell 
ineffective offense. Reese, in for Teague, has 
always played well in 

An early block and two FGs coverage, but now he’s 
were negated by the Giants’ tackling people and trying 


to make impact plays. This 
unit, however, could be hit 
hard should QB Troy 
Aikman retire. Aikman 
would count $10 million 
against the projected 

$68 million salary cap. If that happens, expect the 
release of a host of high-dollar players who might not 
figure to help the team in 2002 or 2003. McNeil, 
Sparks and Woodson could be on that list with 

DT Chad Hennings, C Mark Stepnoski and OT Erik 
Williams. LBs Dexter Coakley, Barron Wortham and Joe 
Bowden, DT Leon Lett, WR James McKnight and 

DE Alonzo Spellman, all free agents, also could be 
gone. ... The team wants to see whether QB Anthony 
Wright can compete for a starting job if Aikman retires. 
Sunday, Wright did his best behind a line that offered 
little protection (he was sacked five times.), completing 
13 of 25 for 119 yards. Wright is poised in the huddle, 
has a strong arm and 4.4 speed. He rushed four times 
for 26 yards Sunday, but the team maintains he’s not a 
runner and will throw from the pocket. 


SCOUTING REPORT: RB Michael Wiley has good speed, 
terrific hands and runs solid routes that should give 
him an advantage one-on-one against linebackers. He's 
the type of player who can catch in the flat, turn his 
shoulders and get around the corner and to the first- 
down marker before he can be pushed out of bounds 
or tackled. But he runs too high, giving defenders more 
to hit and making him prone to fumbling. 


crucial 25-yard punt return. 


Four personal fouls in the 
second half Indicate a loss of 
control, 


| SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team will decide whether 


to stick with the gap-control defense, which requires 
defensive tackles to be in the 320-pound range to keep 
opponents off the linebackers, or go with the attacking 
style it used early in the season. The attack, which 


| defensive line coach Andre Patterson was hired to 


install, requires smaller, faster linemen who can make 
plays in the backfield and smaller, faster linebackers 


who can flow to the ball. —Jean-Jacques Taylor 


COWBOYS 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Aikman 262156 59.5 1632. 48 7 1464.3 13 
Cunningham 125 74 59.2 849 76t 6 4 824 8 
RUSHING PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
E, Smith 282.1183 4.2 9 | Kno == 48 2087 43.5 0 
Cunningham 2389 1 
eral ial KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D. 
ea ey St 1089 21.5.0 
i PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD. 
Mekalght 50 896 17.9 2 MoGarity 78 037 12.0 2 


SACKS: Ekuban 6.5, Spellman 5.0, 
Underwood 4.0. 

INTERCEPTIONS: Sparks 5, Woodson 
2, Reese 2, Nguyen 2. 


Is 
McGarity 


25 2501 


Seder_—_27- 27-25-33. 102 
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Better ‘than believed, Thomas 
has played through doubts 


CB Dave Thomas says he has no 
hard feelings toward the Jaguars, 
but that doesn’t mean he won't be 
primed to show his old team what 
he can do in the finale. He has 
been far from spectacular, but also 
far from the disaster many 
predicted. He has not let 
the doubts about him 
GRADING!O UT distract or upset him. One 
— of the team’s top priorities 
OFFENSE 
QB Collins was off most of the 


in the offseason will be 
game, but RB Barber balled 


adding a high-level corner. 
Even if Thomas loses his 


out everyone. starting job next year, he 
would be a valuable 
Itstopped Emmitt Smith cold, support player. ... WR Ike 


Hilliard has been 
consistently productive 
over the past two seasons, 
but the thing that 
impresses teammates most 
is his toughness. Hilliard 
established his reputation 
as a rookie in 1997, He 
playoff guarantee and has a i placa Hanae i 
chance to be the No, 1 seed, two games, and he insisted 
on staggering off the field on his own. This season, he 
suffered bruised lungs against the Lions, then came 
back sooner than expected after missing two games 
and had a huge day against the Steelers. Hilliard is not 
a speedy game-breaker, but he is fearless going over 
the middle and has great moves after the catch. One 
teammate said Hilliard reminds him of a Slinky. ... It 
appears Jim Fassel's offseason emphasis on improving 
camaraderie is paying off. Many veterans say this is the 
tightest locker room in years, Most important, the 
tension between offense and defense has disappeared. 


SCOUTING REPORT: QB Kerry Collins has stayed healthy, 
so backup QB Jason Garrett hasn't been called upon. 
That doesn’t mean he has not contributed. Garrett, 34, 
is an eight-year veteran whom many think will be a 
fine coach. He has offered another expert opinion in 
addition to Fassel and coordinator Sean Payton, who 
are both former quarterbacks, And he has been 
supportive of Collins, who last season had to compete 
against Kent Graham. Garrett doesn’t have a gun for an 
arm and can’t run, but he can get the job done. There's 
no reason not to bring him back for one more year. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The young players were too 
enthusiastic in kick coverage early this season. They 
ran full-speed toward the ball, forgetting their lane 
responsibilities and overrunning the return man. After 
a disaster against the Lions, in which Desmond Howard 
ran wild on punt returns, Fassel worked in veterans to 
stabilize the units. He also signed Damon Washington 
off the practice squad to provide new blood on special 
teams. The result was quick improvement. Players still 
are being aggressive, but they are smarter about taking 
care of their areas of the field. —Neil Best 


GIANTS 


blitzed and bedeviled 
QB Wright in the second half. 


Daluiso missed two field-goal 
attempts, and Maynard 
shanked two punts, 


The team fulfilled Fassel's 


= SES 


Offseason gamble at center 
is paying off behind Miller 


The team took a chance in the 
offseason when it released veteran 
C Steve Everitt and turned to 
unproven Bubba Miller, but it has 
been rewarded for the decision. 
Miller, in his first full season as a 
starter, has not been dominant, but 


he has been a leader on 
GRADING OUT 


the line, a quality the 
Season to date coaching staff thought 
[OFFENSE 


Everitt lacked. Miller also 
has been better in pass 
protection and seems to 
have a good rapport with 
QB Donovan McNabb. ... 
Defensive coordinator Jim 
Johnson is not overly 
concerned that his run 
defense ranks in the 
bottom third of the league, 
Johnson's mantra is not to 
allow points, big plays or a 
running back to control 


McNabb has taken this unit 
further than anyone thought It 
ossibly could go. 


Good pressure up front com- 
bined with good coverage in 
secondary is a good combo. 


Akers, Landeta and Mitchell 
have been superb; so has the 


coverage, 
the game and the clock. 
Only the Giants have done 
Minus the Giants games, the dhoge things eigeinstibe 


team has been well-prepared 


and ready to play. Eagles. But facing a 


run-oriented team, such as 
the Buccaneers, in the playoffs likely would present a 
challenge. ... After an eight-game stretch during which 
he did not catch a pass, rookie WR Todd Pinkston 
came on in the last three. He caught a 42-yard pass 
against the Browns that led to a touchdown and a 
45-yard pass against the Titans that led to a score. If 
Pinkston can become the deep threat the team has 
lacked all season, he might make a difference in the 
playoffs, ... Rookie DT Darwin Walker, claimed off 
waivers from the Cardinals early in the season, hasn't 
received much playing time, but he has learned the 
system and looked good at times in practice. What is 
most appealing about Warren is his strength; some of 
his teammates think he might be the team’s strongest 
player. He certainly has a future on the defensive line. 


SCOUTING REPORT: LT Tra Thomas worked out all 
offseason, lost about 30 pounds and became the player 
the team hoped it was getting when it made him a 
first-round pick in 1998. Thomas is a dominant pass 
protector at times and shuts off the quarterback’s blind 
side. Getting in better shape helped improve his 
stamina, which has made him better late in games. He 
also has improved as a run blocker, using his upper 
body strength to engulf opposing defensive ends. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: It might be too much to ask 
McNabb to continue to carry the offense in the playoffs 
because the stakes are higher, and a running game is 
critical to success. The team hopes the addition of 
veteran RB Chris Warren, who gets his audition this 
weekend, will boost the running game. Darnell Autry 
has shown he is not the answer. Autry is a decent 
fourth or fifth back with some receiving skills, but he 
won't get it done in crucial situations. —Mark Eckel 


i Bailey plays like a champ 


in strong defensive backfield 


For most of the season, the 
secondary has been one of the 
strengths of the team. CB Champ 
Bailey has had a Pro Bowl year. He 
consistently has handled the 
opponent's best receiver in man 
situations, has played well in zones 
and has been a sure and 


GRADING OUT rugged tackler. CB Deion 
vs, Pittsburgh Sanders has been 
adequate. He's no longer 
OFFENSE “Prime Time,” but he still 
Three whole points? Putting is a decent cover corner, 
the "foot" back into footballs. provided he's not matched 
Not quite enough. up against a top-flight 
receiver. FS Mark Carrier 
When the Steelers do what- helped solidify the defense 
ever they want whenever they © with his tackling and work 


as a traffic cop. The one 
member of the secondary 
whose performance has 
faltered compared with 
last season is SS Sam 
Shade, He has had more 
problems than usual in 
right place at the right timeon Pass eoversay, Hs big. 
any unit. plays against the running 
game have been cut down 
because the people in front of him have played at a 
higher level, Darrell Green has adapted well as the 
nickel back. Green, 40, is good enough in that role that 
he could play another year. ... Rookie QB Todd Husak 
has ability and potential. Some expect him to play this 
weekend if Jeff George can’t. That's not necessarily a 
good idea, Husak could use some playing time so the 
team can determine whether it absolutely has to have 
an experienced backup next season. But whether that 
can be ascertained in a meaningless game behind a 
struggling offensive line is questionable. All Husak 
might get is beat up, which would benefit no one. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Sanders is an above-average 
cornerback, but he no longer is invulnerable, and 
receivers with decent speed can give him problems. He 
no longer can shut down an entire side of the field. His 
tackling skills are suspect, and he too often tries to use 
a roll-block style instead of simply wrapping up a 
receiver or back who has broken free. Sanders still is 
solid enough to start, and the team should be able to 
start him for at least one more season. The Redskins 
will be best served if he stops returning punts. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: DEs Bruce Smith and Marco 
Coleman have been excellent tutors for the team’s 
young defensive linemen, especially when it comes to 
studying videotapes. They have taught such players as 
DE Ndukwe Kalu that it's not enough to watch tapes to 
see how a blocker goes about his job. They have made 
the point that a player must study a team's tendencies 
based on down and distance. Kalu has learned he can't 
rely only on physical skills. He also has to use his mind. 
He'll be a better player for it, if he gets the chance to 
play on a regular basis again. —Paul Woody 


want, you've got problems, 


Welcome to the unit for which 
every play is a misadventure, 
Way too many mistakes. 


No one seems to be in the 
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Williams 3, Stephens 3, 


4, Taylor 3. 


Green 2, Shade 2. 


INSIDE THE 


Minnesota at Indianapolis. Suddenly, the Vikings have a lot more 
to worry about than nailing down home-field advantage—namely, a 
leaky pass defense. Kurt Warner and Brett Favre have destroyed 
the Minnesota secondary in consecutive weeks, and there's little rea- 
son to think Peyton Manning hasn't taken notice. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Tampa Bay vs. Mother Nature. Unless an unexpected warm front 
moves across the Frozen Tundra, the Bucs will be facing the one 
opponent they never have beaten. Everyone knows what happens 
When the temperature dips below 40 degrees, and with playoff posi- 
tioning on the line, Tampa must end that trend. 


ON THE SPOT 


Detroit's passing game. Chicago has been strong against the run 
down the stretch, so QB Charlie Batch has to produce. He still 
doesn't have a 300-yard game this season and hasn't thrown a TD 
pass since injuring his ribs. Germane Crowell also must step up. 


Bears RB James Allen, Despite his initial struggles, Allen passed 
the 1,000-yard rushing mark a week ago and also has proved to be a 
Teliable receiver. Will the Bears still draft or trade for a running back, 
or has Allen impressed them enough this season to keep the job? 


ROOKIE REPORT 


TE Bubba Franks wasn't ready to start this season, but Green Bay 
had little choice because of the Mark Chmura situation and the 
ineffectiveness of Tyrone Davis. Franks dropped too many passes 
but did have some good moments. There's reason for optimism. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


Despite their recent troubles, the Vikings will reach the Super Bowl. 
The Rams are the biggest threat, but don't expect the Vikings to play 
so poorly again ina rematch, Sure, the game would be on artificial 
turf (a plus for St. Louis), but that turf likely would be in Minneapolis. 
appointing offensive season as host to 


EANTASY, 
Source 
Tampa Bay, and the wild card could be 


RB Ahman Green. With 11 TDs and more than 1,100 yards 
rushing, Green is making a push to be the Packers’ featured back 
in 2001. He'll be used heavily, especially if the weather is bad. 
For more fantasy football go to 
intasy. ingnews.com 


Green Bay ends another relatively dis- 


PETER NEWCOMB / TSN 


4-11: St 


Torching at hands of Owens 
raises doubts about Azumah 


GRADING OUT 


vs. San Francisco 


OFFENSE FE 
Cade McNown's passing was 
too poor to exploit a 49ers de- 
fense geared to stop the run. 


Pass defense, which looked 
lost against the 49ers attack, 
didn't adjust to play-calling. 
Milburn set team record for 
career retum yards; Aguiar’s 
punting helped field position. 


Game plan was hampered by 
inept offense. Defensive 


The performance of 49ers wideout 
Terrell Owens (20 passes for 283 
yards) raises questions about how 
strong CB Jerry Azumah is at this 
point in his career. A converted 
running back, he was out of his 
league against a good passing 


attack, which might have 
been expected, but 
Azumah was not even in 
the hunt for many of the 
completions. Azumah, 
who the Bears hope can 
be a candidate to step in if 
Walt Harris leaves as a 
free agent, is a key to the 
future hopes for the 
secondary and needs to 
rebound strong against the 
Lions. ... LE Bryan 
Robinson quietly has 
become a strong figure on 
the defensive line without 
posting huge stats. 
Robinson's future should 
include a move from end 
to tackle, where his 


9-6: 3rd 


Team keeps playoff hopes 
alive, but Batch still hurting 


It's obvious QB Charlie Batch still is 
bothered by the ribs he injured 
Thanksgiving Day. Several times in 
the win over the Jets last Sunday, 


A Batch got pounded and got up 
_ favoring his right side. He hasn't 
thrown the ball with any zip since 


GRADING OUT 


vs. N.Y. Jets 
OFFENSE 


the injury occurred. He 
has been extremely 
tentative when flushed out 
of the pocket. The coaches 
won't say whether Batch’s 


Stewart worked his way to a ribs are worse than they 
career day; Batch’s ribs are appear to be, but if the 
still a concer. Lions make the playoffs, 
DEFENSE [==9 they run the risk of having 


No-name secondary came up 
with big game; Boyd had a key 
interception, 


SPECIALTEAMS B- 


a less-then-healthy 
offensive leader. If the 
team gets a big lead on 
the Bears this Sunday, 


adjustments were lacking. toughness is more of an 


asset. On the edge, he is limited because of his speed. 
But he can become a fast tackle instead of a slower 
end. ... A question as this season winds down is how 
much of a look quarterbacks coach John Shoop will get 
for the offensive coordinator job that will be open 
officially after the season. The players have been 
enthusiastic about Shoop’s simplified philosophy as 
interim coordinator and generally have performed well. 
Before the shutout loss to the 49ers, in which QB Cade 
McNown was ineffective, the offense seemed to click 
with Shoop overseeing the game plan and calling plays. 
The Bears may have trouble getting someone to take 
the coordinator job because coach Dick Jauron’s future 
won't be immediately clear after two 10-loss seasons. 


SCOUTING REPORT: TE Kaseem Sinceno has been a solid 
starter since John Allred went on injured reserve. 
Sinceno’s strength is blocking, but he has worked on 
his route running and has become a go-to receiver 
underneath. He catches well in traffic, where he can 
use his hand strength. Sinceno has excellent body 
control and has shown an ability to make tough 
catches, giving the Bears a better every-down tight end 
than they've had in recent seasons. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Shoop is eliminating “ambiguity” 
from the offense, which translates into minimizing 
audibles, particularly by McNown, and keeping 
receivers running routes as called in the huddle rather 
than asking them to sight-adjust with the same 
decisions made as the quarterback. Shoop also is 
stressing the run first, then the pass—a simpler overall 
offense that is reducing risk and letting the Bears get 
back to being physical, something that was lost with the 
pass-heavy offense of Gary Crowton. —John Mullin 


BEARS 


P Jett came through and count on backup Stoney 
continually put the Jets ina Case taking some snaps. ... 
field-possession hole. Veteran OT Ray Roberts 
COACHING [=¥y returned to the starting 
This was a must win for a lineup Sunday. The only 
team seeking a playoff berth, difference is that he — 

and the players were ready. played on the right side, 


instead of the left, where 
he has spent nine seasons. Roberts will play the right 
side against the Bears, too. The only real adjustment he 
has had to make is with his arms on pass protection. 
Roberts has always been prolific at extending his left 
arm to keep rushers wide. But that is on the left side. 
Now that he's on the right, he has had to focus on 
shuffling in a different direction and using his right 
arm. Roberts has been asked to make these 
adjustments to help ease the burden on rookie 

LT Stockar McDougle. ... RB James Stewart used the 
poor weather conditions Sunday at the Meadowlands 
to rush for a career-best 164 yards, passing the 1,000- 
yard mark for the first time. 


SCOUTING REPORT: RG Jeff Hartings will make his 39th 
straight start Sunday, when the Lions play host to the 
Bears. Hartings, 28, has been the team’s most 
consistent offensive lineman for two years and is proof 
that the best players don’t always get invited to the Pro 
Bowl. He is the team’s only lineman to start all 15 
games at the same position. Hartings is meticulous 
about his game, and he says he could be more 
aggressive at times. In the preseason, he employed a 
flexibility trainer. After every practice, Hartings stays 
on the field and does a series of exercises that are 
meant to improve his elasticity. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: This team has a history of awful 
play in December and January, months in which, 
including this season, it has compiled a 3-16 record 
since 1996. The last two seasons, the Lions have built 
8-4 records before combusting late in the year. Injuries 
are an easy scapegoat for winter woes, but the focus of 
the players also needs to be addressed—especially on 
the offense, which has played lethargically. —Bill Roose 
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Rookie tackles help turn 
weakness into a strength 


What was initially the team’s 

~~ weakness—the offensive line—has 
turned into the strongest part of 
the offense. The development of 
rookie OTs Chad Clifton and Mark 
AW) Tauscher has solidified a once- 
porouis line and given the club 


hope for the future. The 
GRADING OUT 


line faces enormous 
Vs. Minnesota challenges against Tampa 
OFFENSE 


Bay this week, but in the 
\ past five weeks, it has 

Favre was as controlled as he 

has ever been, Green con- 


played far beyond 
tinues to hit holes just right, 


anyone's expectations. 
Clifton’s massive size 

(6-5, 329) and surprising 
agility have provided an 
anchor on the left side. He 
and G Ross Verba have 


LB Harris and FS Sharper had 
strong games, but the line 
couldn't contain Culpepper. 


SPECIAL TEAMS B+ developed a good 

Once again, KLongwellcame chemistry and have kept 
through in the clutch; rest of QB Brett Favre on his feet. 
units performed adequately, Tauscher has been starting 


all season, and though not 
dominating, he is 
consistent. A tough 
decision looms because 
Verba is a free agent. 
Losing him would mean starting someone new at 
guard for the fourth straight year. Signing Verba, 
however, might be too costly. ... RB Ahman Green has 
proved he can be a full-time back in this offense. In just 
10 starts, he went over 1,000 yards rushing. And with 
69 yards, he can finish with the fourth-highest total in 
team history. Fumbling was a weakness, but he has 
gone 232 carries without losing the ball and seems to 
be gaining confidence every week. He is the offense’s 
go-to man. His emergence means RB Dorsey Levens 
probably will have to take a major pay cut to return in 
2001. ... The Pro Bow! selection of FS Darren Sharper 
means his price will go up significantly. Sharper has 
flourished in coordinator Ed Donatell's system. 


SCOUTING REPORT: RG Marco Rivera has been the line's 
top performer. His strength is his ability to block on the 
run. He is used consistently on pulling plays and has 
the quickness to seal off ends on the opposite side of 
the line. He isn’t the strongest or the most athletic 
player, but he has become a better technician. He still 
can get overrun in pass protection and isn’t a 
particularly good straight-ahead run blocker, but he 
won't fall into a funk if he gets beat. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Coach Mike Sherman is a firm 
believer in practice setting the tone for games, so every 
Thursday he sets up a two-minute drill in which the 
No. 1 offense goes against the No. 1 defense. Both 
units use their schemes, not the next opponent's. The 
idea is to get the players playing at game speed so they 
can get a feel for what is ahead. It may be helping the 
team, which has been pretty good in two-minute 
situations. On offense, though, a lot of that has to do 
with Favre's playmaking ability. -Tom Silverstein 


It's about time. All facets of the 
team clicked for the first time 
this season, 


Slumping defense may leave 
team at playoff disadvantage 


The defense, which has been 
ravaged the past two games, is 
experiencing a major crisis. 
Opponents have scored on 14 of 
the last 20 drives. Coach Dennis 
Green says he is worried about 
every aspect of the unit. The 
Vikings are getting no 
Ca yeVay (SCCM) Tg pressure, aren’t tackling, 
vs. Green Bay aren't covering anyone 
OFFENSE) 


and aren’t stopping the 
thas scored 57 points in past 


run. The worst part of it is 
that they don’t have any 
answers. The players still 
believe in the schemes of 
coordinator Emmitt 
Thomas. The schemes just 
haven't been working 
lately. When asked how to 
stop the defensive 
bleeding, SS Robert 
Griffith said: “I have no 


two games, but it still can't 
keep up with opponents. 


Opponents keep scoring at 
will. This unit has been 
horrendous lately, 

They had a very solid outing, 
but it didn't matter in the final 


outcome, idea.” ... The secondary is 
COACHING pe particularly fragile 
Perhaps they should have tied State. Up until the last two 


games, it had been playing 
fairly well, looking much 
improved from last season. 
But it was the same old story in St. Louis, where the 
defensive backs, Griffith and FS Tyrone Carter in 
particular, were simply overmatched. Carter, who had 
played five strong games before his poor showings 
against the Rams and Packers, soon may be replaced in 
the starting lineup by Orlando Thomas, who is on his 
way back from a shoulder injury. In any case, the 
secondary must improve quickly or the Vikings will be 
making an early exit from the postseason. ... DL John 
Randle continued his slump. He has one tackle in the 
past two games, ... Last season, many thought K Gary 
Anderson's leg had finally given out on him. But this 
season, he has missed only one field-goal attempt. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Griffith, a smart player who has good 
speed and a powerful body, finally has started to get 
recognition for his hard hitting and well-rounded 
coverage skills—he was named recently to play in his 
first Pro Bowl. But he has struggled recently, 
particularly in pass coverage. He performed poorly 
against the Packers. Perhaps some of his problems stem 
from the fact he has had extra responsibility in the 
secondary trying to help Carter. 


an onside kick instead of 
kicking away after final score, 


| SEEA DIFFERENT GAME: When studying the games of 


WRs Cris Carter and Randy Moss, it is difficult to look 
past their pass-catching ability. However, both receivers 
also are outstanding blockers, having made key stops 
for each other and their teammates. On several long 
runs by TB Robert Smith, Moss has stayed stride-for- 
stride with Smith, delivering key blows. Carter is also a 
strong blocker, especially near the goal line. In fact, 
offensive line coach and former tight end Mike Tice 
says Carter is the best blocking receiver he has seen 
since Hall of Famer Steve Largent. —Bill Williamson 
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SACKS: S. Dotson 6.0, Hunt 5.0, 
Thierry 4.5. 

INTERCEPTIONS: Sharper 9, T. Williams 
4, Butler 2, Edwards 2, McBride 2. 


Longwell 


30_30_32_37 126 
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‘SACKS: Randle 7.5, Sawyer 6.5, T. 
Williams 4.0, 

INTERCEPTIONS: Wong 2, Griffith 1, 
Thomas 1, Thibodeaux 1, Tate 1. 


44 44 21 22 107, 


Anderson __44_ 4 


Statistics provided by STATS Ine. through Sunday, December 17. 
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Dunn shows he can handle 
job as team’s feature back 


The team benefited in some ways 
because of FB Mike Alstott's 
absence. It learned Warrick Dunn 
not only can handle the role of 
feature back but excel at it. Dunn’s 
success likely saved the team from 
needing to take an all-purpose back 


with its first selection in 
GRADING OUT 


the draft. Now the team 
thinks it can use its early 
picks on other areas of 
need—it likely will lose 
RG Frank Middleton and 
RT Jerry Wunsch to free 
agency. The team also 
learned that its problems 
converting in third-and- 
short situations were not 


Season to date 
[OFFENSE 
336 points are a team record, 
but WR Keyshawn Johnson 
has not been utllized well. 


51 sacks are a team record, 
and defense has scored or set 


Up a third of team’s points. linked to Alstott, With 
SPECIAL TEAMS = Dunn and Rabih Abdullah 
Kickers have been great; as ballcarriers on 
coverage units and return third-and-short, it still 
game have not been'so good. failed to convert 


consistently. That's an 
indication the team’s 
run-it-up-the-gut power 
scheme must be 
abandoned. ... The team 
doesn't want to reduce Dunn's workload, so Alstott will 
become strictly a second ballcarrier and third-down 
back. Alstott might get the bulk of his work in the 
passing game, catching balls out of the backfield. He's 
likely to start lining up more as an H-back. ... K Martin 


Conservative offensive 
approach isn't popular, but it 
works, Dungy never panics, 


 Gramatica has been the team’s offensive MVP. His 


range is so good it has altered the team’s play-calling 
inside its opponent's 35-yard line. Because Gramatica 
easily can make a 50-yarder, the team isn’t forced to 
take chances in that area, especially on third down. 


SCOUTING REPORT: DT Warren Sapp criticized the team 
for getting rid of NT Brad Culpepper at the start of the 
season, but Sapp has benefited. Because NT Anthony 
McFarland draws more double-teams than Culpepper 
did, Sapp sees more one-on-one blocking. He has set 
the team record for sacks in a season and already 
surpassed his tackles total of last season by 12. Sapp 
took on the responsibility of calling line stunts this 
season, and it hasn't limited his impact. Sapp has 
uncanny quickness and knowledge of how to beat 
opposing guards, but his greatest strength is a desire to 
be the best and to be regarded as an all-around player. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: About 90 minutes before each 
game, QB Shaun King and WR Keyshawn Johnson go 
through a ritual that Johnson likens to a golfer taking 
swings on a practice tee. King throws the ball to 
Johnson as he runs his designated route for every play 
in the game plan. The two go through the routes at 
least twice, allowing Johnson to get a feel for conditions 
of the field and for the way King is throwing. Johnson 
thinks it allows him to develop a rhythm with King, and 
it ensures they won't be hooking up for the first time 
during a crucial moment in the game. —Roy Cummings 


BUCCANEERS 
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‘SACKS: Sapp 13.5, Jones 13.0, 
McFarland 6.5. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Abraham7, 
Robinson 5, Duncan 3, 


Gramatica_ 


373725 30 112 
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Defensive end not delivering 
big plays club envisioned 


With one game left, second-year 
DE Patrick Kerney has only 2‘ 
sacks. He posted that same total 
while starting only two games last 
year, and it was the promise of 
Kerney as a big-play defensive end 


7-8: 3rd Et 


Resurgence of Davis, Evans 
has keyed secondary’s rise 


The defensive backs have been the 
most pleasant surprise of the 
season after giving up too many big 
plays last year. The team set out to 
rectify the problem by using its first 
two draft picks on Ss Rashard 
Anderson and Deon Grant and 


GRADING OUT 


vs. New Orleans 


OFFENSE is 
{t marked the eighth straight 
game in which the club scored 
fewer than 20 points. 
DEFENSE Cc 
The bright spot? The Saints 
scored only one offensive 
touchdown. 
SPECIALTEAMS & 
Darrick Vaughn set a Falcons 
record with his third kickoff 
return for a touchdown. 


Asimple plan for Doug 
Johnson, but the offense still 
couldn't move. 


that persuaded the Falcons to allow 


both Chuck Smith and 
Lester Archambeau to 
leave as free agents. There 
is some thought that 
Kerney would be more 
comfortable at right than 
left end, where he has 
been a regular. It is worth 
remembering that Kerney 
went to Virginia on a 
lacrosse scholarship and in 
many ways is unpolished 
as a football player. But 
his athletic ability—his 
quickness and speed rush, 
in particular—prompted 
the team to draft him. In 
2001, Kerney will need to 
realize that big-play 
potential. ... Perhaps the 
team would be well- 


GRADING OUT 
vs. San Diego 
OFFENSE D 
This unit wasn't able to move 
the ball. The running game 

gained all of 11 yards. 


The defense came up big in 
the fourth quarter to stop San 
Diego at the goal line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 6 


TDs off a punt return, blocked 
field goal more than offset the 
blocked punt that was allowed. 
Seifert got a good look at 
Lewis but smartly brought 
back Beuerlein to get the win. 


signing free-agent 

CB Jimmy Hitchcock. But 
those three haven't been 
key figures in the 
resurgence. Veteran 

CBs Eric Davis and Doug 
Evans held off Hitchcock's 
bid for a starting spot in 
training camp. Davis has 
been outstanding, and 
Evans has been very solid. 
Hitchcock started slowly 
and has played only in 
nickel situations, but he’s 
come on strong in recent 
weeks, The team likes 
having three experienced 
corners to match up 
against three-receiver sets, 
but keeping Evans, Davis 
and Hitchcock could be a 


St. Louis at New Orleans. The Saints won the first meeting 
because of strong play from both lines, Aaron Brooks’ poised play 
anda Rams implosion (four turnovers). Now that Bud Carson is 
making the calls for the Rams’ defense, he'll mess with Brooks’ mind 
enough to slow the Saints and give the Rams a slight edge. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Saints LT Willie Roaf vs. Rams RE Grant Wistrom. Roaf is a 
premier player with great feet, but he'll get pushed by Wistrom, a 
quick, high-motor guy. Wistrom was quiet in the first meeting, and 
that hurt the Rams. He needs to set the tone for a defense that lacks 
Intensity at times. But in a test of wills, it's hard to vote against Roaf. 


ON THE SPOT 


Dan Reeves, Atlanta's offense needs to be overhauled, but does 

Reeves have the energy to handle such a huge job? The first offseason 
priority is to re-sign LT Bob Whitfield and make a big commitment to 
building a line. Look what a quality O-line has meant to the Saints’ rise. 


The 49ers’ young defensive players have improved as the season has 
progressed, but so have veteran DTs Bryant Young and Brentson 
Buckner. Both are playing as if they wish there were 10 weeks 
remaining. Both have thrived in the team’s new blitz-crazy style. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Carolina knew G Leander Jordan, a third-round pick, was a project, 
but he hasn't made much progress. The coaches hope Jordan 
returns with an inspired attitude in 2001 when line jobs will be open. 
{f that doesn't happen, it might be wise for the team to move on. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


Brooks has played so well that the Saints will open the quarterback 
job to competition next summer. Jeff Blake was solid as the starter 
and helped put the Saints in position to make the playoffs, but Brooks 
is clearly a playmaker with enormous potential. 

marked by the sooner-than-expected 


EANTASY 
SOURCE 
return of Ricky Williams from a 


broken leg. If Williams plays, he won't get enough carries to be in 
your starting lineup. But he would add another dimension to an 
offense that scored 31 points in its first game against the Rams. 
For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 


The Rams-Saints rematch could be 


advised to keep QB Chris Chandler. He moved the ball 
better against the Saints than rookie Doug Johnson, 
who, for the second straight start, threw an interception 
that was returned for a score. If the team were a 
contender, Chandler would provide the best chance to 
win. But he may not start the final game, against the 
Chiefs. Coach Dan Reeves could give Johnson a third 
opportunity to make his case for playing time in 2001. 


SCOUTING REPORT: One of the Falcons’ more interesting 
free-agent decisions will concern K Morten Andersen, 
who in his six seasons with the club has become its all- 
time scoring leader. Andersen, 40, has been as 
productive as could be hoped. The team has carried 

K Jake Arians on the practice squad this season, 
contributing to the belief that Andersen will not be re- 
signed. However, the Falcons recently didn’t promote 
Arians to the active roster when they had a chance to 
do so and thereby protect him from other teams. 
Andersen might be the Falcons’ best chance to land 
their first representative in the Hall of Fame, if he 
finishes his career with them. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team has so many 
deficiencies that its most difficult challenge in the 
offseason might be establishing priorities for its needs 
in the draft and free agency. The good news is that the 
Falcons, who seem assured of a top-five draft pick, 
almost can’t lose by taking the best available player in 
April. An offensive tackle? Sure, there's a need there. A 
guard or center? You bet. A quarterback? The team 
needs help there without question. Cornerback? 
Absolutely, if veteran Ray Buchanan is not re-signed. A 
burner at wide receiver? More speed at running back? 
All are needed. —Charles Odum 


huge challenge because of the salary cap. As well as 
Evans and Davis have played, Mike Minter has been 
the best player in the secondary. Minter has developed 
into one of the best and most complete strong safeties 
in the league. He can be a free agent after the season, 
and the team would be wise to lock him up because he 
can be the anchor of the secondary for years. 


SCOUTING REPORT: The first audition of backup QB Jeff 
Lewis was inconclusive. He played in the second 
quarter Sunday and had his ups and downs. He threw 
an interception but also had a potential touchdown 
pass dropped by Muhsin Muhammad. It is likely the 
team will give Lewis another look against Oakland. 
Lewis is carrying a big contract, and the team needs to 
find out whether he eventually can replace Steve 
Beuerlein. Lewis is a much different quarterback than 
Beuerlein. Lewis’ biggest strengths are mobility and 
athleticism, and he is well suited to the West Coast 
offense because of his scrambling ability. He doesn’t 
have Beuerlein’s arm strength, but he does have a 
quick release, which is a plus in this system. What 
Lewis lacks is poise. He’s barely played in a five-year 
career, and he needs time on the field to develop. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Coach George Seifert's offensive 
philosophy always has been based on passing a lot. But 
in recent weeks, he has all but abandoned the running 
game. That has been evident in the frequent use of 
empty-backfield formations that have been moderately 
successful. There’s no doubt Seifert would like to have 
more of a running game to complement the passing 
attack. But he’s taking a realistic approach because his 
offensive line hasn't been able to open many holes for 
the running game. —Pat Yasinskas 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks PASSING Att. Comp. Pet. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Chandler _-302__—*172_:57.0 2073 55 8 12 — 70.4 37 Beverlein 512 312 60.9 3574 54 19 17 80.5 61 
Kanell 116 57 49.1 524 35 2 5 49.6 8 Lewis 166 37.5 4 12.0 119.8) 6 
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M. Smith 15 67 45 0 Hoover 288 1 
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3, Evans 2, Minter 2. 
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Williams’ return gives team 
a welcome boost of power 


RB Ricky Williams’ return from a 
broken left ankle comes at a 
perfect time. His presence in the 
backfield should lift the team’s 
struggling running game. Williams 
was cleared to return to practice 
this week after missing five weeks. 
He will provide a boost to 
the rushing attack, which 
GRAD ING OUT has fallen from fourth in 
OFFENSE 


the league to ninth 
Passing attack picked up the 


without him. Since he 
went down, the team has 
slack for stagnant running 
game. Best news: 0 turnovers. 


survived with Chad 
Morton, Jerald Moore and 
Terry Allen. But none in 
that group has Williams’ 
all-around skills. Williams 
is a strong receiver and an 
excellent blocker. 
Williams’ physical rushing 
style was missed against 
the Falcons, when the 
Saints failed to punch in a 
score on four rushes from 
inside the 5-yard line. At 
236 pounds, Williams is 
much more physical than 
| the 230-pound Moore, 186-pound Morton or 208- 
j pound Allen. ... One of the keys to this surprising 
* season has been the durability of the offensive line. 
| _ While the offense has been riddled with injuries, no 
offensive lineman has missed a start. The line has 
remained intact while the skill-position players have 
rotated without a major drop-off in production. The 
Saints played last Sunday against the Falcons with 
backups at quarterback, tailback, fullback, tight end 
and one wide receiver spot. ... K Doug Brien has 
responded well to the challenge of keeping his job. 
After he missed field-goal attempts in four consecutive 
games, five kickers came in for workouts. Since then, 
he is 6-for-6 on field goals and 4-for-4 on extra points. 


! SCOUTING REPORT: When the season began, the team 

| was uncertain how much 11-year veteran C Jerry 
Fontenot had left in his gas tank. He was expected to 
yield his starting spot to either Wally Williams or Tom 
Ackerman, but the veteran has been one of the key 
leaders of the offense. Fontenot, who was voted to a 
first-alternate spot in the Pro Bowl, is enjoying the best 
season of his career. His line calls are nearly flawless, 
and he has been a more than adequate blocker by 
using his instincts and savvy. A student of the game, 
Fontenot overcomes his physical limitations with 
experience and leverage. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The loss of FB Terrelle Smith to 
back spasms was partly to blame for the lackluster 
rushing against Atlanta, and he will be needed down 
the stretch. Smith, a fierce lead blocker, never shies 
| away from contact. The coaching staff raves about his 
vision and instincts in the running game. Backup Brian 
Milne is reliable but not as athletic. —Jeff Duncan 


Big plays and swarming attack 
held Falcons to their lowest 
output of the season, 

Falcons’ 88-yard TD return on 
second-half kickoff spoiled 
otherwise fine overall effort. 


Staff deserves credit for 
avoiding a letdown. It stuck 
i. with an aggressive game plan. 
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9- nd (Monday game) 
No matter what, defense 
will look different in 2001 


The team is in line for a defensive 
makeover in the offseason. With 
defensive consultant Bud Carson 
seemingly intent on retiring again, 
Mike Martz most likely will seek a 
new‘coordinator to replace Peter 
Giunta, who struggled in his first 
season with full control of 
GRADING OUT the defense. The defensive 
Season to date nucleos this team wal 
OFFENSE 


build upon consists of 
MLB London Fletcher, 
Still one of the most productive 
ever, even with midseason 


CB Dexter McCleon, 
injuries to Faulk and Warner. 


CB Dre’ Bly, DE Grant 


Wistrom, and to a lesser 
extent, DE Leonard Little. 
Has come around lately but 
dug itself a deep hole in the 


DT Ray Agnew remains 
first half of the season. 


effective, but he’s not an 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


every-down player. The 
Three lost onside kicks; one 


same could be said about 
DT D’Marco Farr, whose 

blocked punt for a TD; four lost 

fumbles on returns. 


heart is willing, but his 
knees are not. LB Mike 
Jones is a solid player and 
a leader, but his contract 
is up after this season. 


Martz has faced many more 


OE ea CB Todd Lyght's contract 

: also is up, and he'll be gone 
unless he plays for less money and agrees to either a 
nickel back role or a try at free safety. DE Kevin Carter 
almost certainly will get franchised, and that could get 
messy. The team should have one extra first-round pick 
by trading QB Trent Green and maybe more if it takes 
draft picks for a franchised Carter. ... There isn’t a 
better middle linebacker in the NFC than Fletcher. 


| After 14 games, he had 5’ sacks and four interceptions 


and was closing in on the team record for tackles. But 
two factors likely kept him off the NFC Pro Bowl team: 
his showboating after big plays, and the defense’s poor 
ranking in points and yards allowed much of the year. 


SCOUTING REPORT: In his second season as a starter, 
McCleon is developing into a top cover corner. He has 
enough size (5-10, 195) that bigger receivers don't 
maul him. He doesn’t get caught out of position much, 
has more than adequate speed and has become much 
better at playing the ball. With his solid build, the team 
would like him to become more physical and be more 


| ofa factor in run support. He is improving in this area. 
_ At 27, he is approaching a Pro Bow! level of play. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The secondary, a problem spot 
most of the season, has picked up its play in the stretch 
run. Lyght, who had injury problems early on and was 
benched for two games after getting beaten regularly, 
regained his starting job in Week 13 and is finishing 
strong. SS Devin Bush also was benched after being 


__ slowed by injuries. He regained his starting job three 


games ago and is playing well. Keith Lyle remains a 
solid all-around free safety, and McCleon has become a 
top cover corner. Bottom line: There is too much talent 
among this group for it to play like it did in the first 


__ two-thirds of the season. —/im Thomas 


6- 
Bronson, three rookies work 
together well in secondary 


The most-improved unit on the 
team this year—and not just 
because it was clearly the worst at 
the beginning of the season—is the 
secondary, which has three rookie 
starters. CBs Ahmed Plummer and 
Jason Webster have developed into 
the two sturdiest cover 
GRADING OUT men the team has had in 
vs. Chicago two years. Webster is 
OFFENSE 


more of a playmaker, so 
he gets noticed more. 
Owens alone (283 yards) Plummer is solid if 
almost tripled the Bears’ unspectacular. He rarely 
offensive output (104 yards). gets beat deep, and he 
Wagais3 

The Bears were only on the 


rarely gets attacked 
despite his rookie status 
field for 20 minutes against a 
vastly improved defense . 


and the fact he has no 
interceptions. The veteran 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
‘A missed field-goal try and Tal 


of the secondary is 
FS Zack Bronson, who 
Streets’ broken leg marred an 
otherwise solid effort. 


basically plays center field 
and does it well. He has a 
good feel for the ball and 
has brought stability to the 
unit since returning from 
neck injury five weeks ago. 
His presence has helped 
Plummer, Webster and undrafted rookie SS Ronnie 
Heard feel comfortable taking risks and trying to make 
plays. Veteran Monty Montgomery struggled early at 
corner, then moved to safety and has been a capable 
backup at both positions. ... WR Terrell Owens 
celebrated his first Pro Bowl selection by catching an 
NFL-record 20 passes for 283 yards. Randy Moss is 
regarded as the most dangerous receiver in the NFL, 
but Owens is just behind him. 


SCOUTING REPORT: WR Jerry Rice may have taken a 
backseat to Owens in San Francisco, but the future Hall 
of Famer will be a valued asset for whatever team he 
joins next season. Rice, who will be released by the 
49ers because of their challenging salary-cap situation, 
says he still has a “fire burning inside” and doesn't 
want to retire. He dreads the thought of becoming a 
possession receiver, but his attitude may change when 
he tries to help a new team win it all in what is 
expected to be his final season next year. Rice has been 
a valued target on third downs this season. He still has 
a great feel for running slants and timing routes and 
can still beat the best corners on occasion. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Have the 49ers become a 
defensive power? In the last five games, no quarterback 
has had success against the aggressive, blitzing defense 
that has turned-young coordinator Jim Mora Jr. from a 
goat into a hero, Starting five rookies regularly, the 
team has taken advantage of the young athletes’ 
aggressiveness. The 49ers recorded a shutout against 
the Bears, never once allowing them to reach midfield. 
It would be ridiculous to expect as successful a draft 
next year, but the 49ers are clearly building a 
foundation they can depend on. —Mike Triplett 


Wanted to give Rice a special 
game, but the Bears were 
leaving Owens open. 
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Molden 3. 


4, Lyght 2, Bly 2. 


Montgomery 3, Peterson 2, Webster2. 


Miami at New England. Just a couple of weeks ago, this game 
looked like nothing more than a playoffs tuneup for Miami. Now, after 
back-to-back defeats, the Dolphins need to win in Foxboro—a place 
that has been unkind to them lately (four losses in their last five 
trips)—1to take the division title and ensure a playoff berth. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Jets © Kevin Mawae vs. Ravens LT Sam Adams. Both players are 
Pro Bowl starters and will be looking to show why, Look for Mawae to 
get help from RG Randy Thomas as the Jets try to contain the 
mammoth Adams, one of the game's best run-stuffers, and open 
holes for struggling RB Curtis Martin. 


ON THE SPOT 


Indianapolis’ secondary. This unit is as much to blame as any for the 
Colts’ disappointing season, allowing 21 touchdown passes and 
picking off just 10 passes. This week they face Randy Moss and 
Cris Carter. Time to step it up, guys. 


New England's Troy Brown. The eight-year vet is having the best 
year of his career, both as a wide receiver (75 catches, 843 yards, 
four TDs) and a return specialist (39 returns for 509 yards). He'll face 
a stiff test against Miami's stout secondary and coverage units, 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Patriots OL Adrian Klemm. The Pats’ top draft pick has been 
starting at various positions on the line the past few weeks after miss- 
ing much of the season with a knee injury. The team would like to 
move the athletically gifted Klemm to left tackle full-time next season. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


After stumbling for most of the season, the Colts will light up the 
Vikings this week and squeak into the playoffs ahead of the Jets, who 
will lose their final game at Baltimore when they run into a brick wall, 
aka Ray Lewis and the stellar Ravens defense. 


The Colts offense has stumbled in the 
latter part of the season, but it should 
get a reprieve in the finale against the 


TASY. 


FA 
SOURCE 


Vikings. Minnesota's secondary has been toasted the past two 


weeks by the Rams and the Packers. Look for Peyton Manning 

to do the same and hook up with Marvin Harrison for a big day. 

t For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 


MARK BOLTON FOR TSN 


7-8: 4th 


Ouch! Foes keep getting 
the drop on quarterbacks 


The offensive line is headed 
towards a dubious distinction. With 
59 sacks allowed, the team could 
break the franchise record of 63 
set in 1961. The offensive line’s 
inability to protect the passer has 


coach Wade Phillips growing 


GRADING OUT 
vs. New England 


Moved the ball despite blizzard 
conditions, but scoring in the 
fed zone still is a problem. 


Gave up a season-high 189 
tushing yards and couldn’t stop 
Pats’ short-passing game. 
High winds, cold and snow 
made for a miserable day for 
K Christie and P Mohr. 


The staff still hasn't figured out 
a way to keep QB Johnson. 


increasingly afraid for 

QB Rob Johnson's safety. 
Johnson, who was 
knocked out in the second 
quarter with a concussion, 
has been sacked 49 times 
in 354 dropbacks this 
season, or once every 7.2 
pass attempts. Johnson 
does hold the ball too 
long, a fact Phillips 
acknowledges. But pass 
protection remains a 
problem. Is there any 
wonder offensive line 
coach Carl Mauck is under 
fire? Mauck refuses to talk 
to the media, so he has 
never answered to the 
line's play. But he needs to 


9-6: T 2nd 


Right corner spot uncertain 
after Poole’s demotion 


O | 


The fallout from the demotion of 
CB Tyrone Poole bears watching. A 
stretch of subpar games resulted in 
Poole being replaced on the right 


side by unproven Mustafah 
Muhammad. Though Muhammad 
registered his first pro interception 


GRADING OUT 
vs. Miami 
LOFFENSE A | 


Manning's efficient attack 
dinked Miami's No. 5-ranked 
defense into submission. 

For the second straight week, 
it made plays and produced 
turnovers in critical situations, 
The much-maligned coverage 
units had their best game of 
the season. 


With the season on the line, 
the team was well-prepared 
and confident, 


and returned it 40 yards 
for a TD against the Bills, 
it’s unlikely he's the long- 
term answer. Before the 
Bills game, which 
represented Muhammad's 
second career start, he had 
received almost no action 
on defense this season. 
Poole still may be the 
future right corner 
because he has been the 
team’s best cover man for 
the better part of three 
seasons. But he will be 
much too pricey to be 
only a reserve or dime 
back in 2001. If Poole is 
on the roster on March 16, 
the team owes him a 

$2 million bonus. His 


Hom geting ile be held accountable. For 
the record, the 1997 Cardinals, whose line also was 
coached by Mauck, had the second-most sacks allowed 
in NFL history with 78. The ’86 Eagles hold the 
record with 104. ... If the Bills fail to snap their four- 
game losing streak Saturday at Seattle, Phillips could be 
in trouble despite a vote of confidence by owner Ralph 
Wilson. In turn, Phillips has given his staff a vote of 
confidence, but he might have to back off that. 
Someone is likely to be the scapegoat—Phillips or one 
or more of his coaches—in a season gone wrong. ... 
There's a lot of speculation that the Bills might release 
QB Doug Flutie after the season for salary cap relief. 
That thinking may be premature. Although Flutie’s cap 
figure will be about $7 million in 2001, he is one of 
the league’s best backups. And no team needs a quality 
reserve quarterback more, especially considering 
Johnson’s history of injuries. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Earning his fifth straight Pro Bowl, 
G Ruben Brown has cemented himself among the elite 
at his position. The seventh-year veteran uses upper- 
body strength and leverage to overpower defensive 
linemen. He sometimes suffers lapses in concentration, 
though. He gets called for a lot of false-start penalties 
and is charged with holding more than he should. 
When motivated, few guards are as dominant. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team used to rely on one 
guy, Thurman Thomas, as its go-to receiver out of the 
backfield. Now, there are two. RBs Sammy Morris and 
Shawn Bryson have solid hands and run good routes. 
Morris is the team’s fourth-leading receiver with 38 
catches, while Bryson is fifth with 31. The team has 
even lined Bryson out as a wide receiver, attempting to 
take advantage of his speed. —Allen Wilson 


salary is is scheduled to be $2.5 million next year. ... 
The team has a rising corner in rookie David Macklin, 
but he isn’t an every-down player yet. He is a starter on 
the left side when coordinator Vic Fangio uses the dime. 
But Macklin has drawn several coverage penalties, most 
on deep passes. ... The team is using a tag-team 
approach at left end, with mixed results. Brad Scioli, 
Bernard Holsey and Mark Thomas were productive 
against Buffalo, but left end is not a position of strength. 
Holsey’s inability to provide a steady rush (two sacks) 
has allowed offenses to focus protection schemes on RE 
Chad Bratzke. One of G.M. Bill Polian’s main offseason 
chores will be to find a big-time left end. 


SCOUTING REPORT: QB Peyton Manning is clearly one of 
the best young talents in the NFL, one that eventually 
should direct the Colts to the Super Bowl. However, 
the team’s inconsistent defense has put pressure on 
Manning to make things happen, even when he 
shouldn't. His mistakes have been minimal but have 
proved costly to a flawed team that has a small margin 
of error. Too often, the defense has allowed long 
scoring drives that have put the team in a hole and 
kept Manning and the offense off the field. With 
limited possessions, the urgency to do something 
increases, and Manning has pressed at times. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Aside from Bratzke, the front 
seven lacks a legitimate pass-rushing threat. To 
compensate for the deficiency, Fangio has had success 
blitzing DBs out of the dime. The most effective 
rushers are FS Jason Belser and CB Jeff Burris. Each 
is adept at flying in from the outside and getting to the 
QB. They have combined for 64 sacks after combining 
for 6.0 in their careers before 2000. —Mike Chappell 
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Team could have trouble 
keeping Pro Bowl players 


fo 


GRADING OUT 
vs. Indianapolis 
OFFENSE 
The unit picked a bad time for 
a lull. Ittdidn't make plays 

through the alr. 


Allowing the Colts 20 points is 
admirable, but the unit did not 
make big plays. 

Could not come up with a big 

play, and Ogden's fair catches 
(four) didn't help. 


The slow start killed the team, 
and the head coach is usually 


For the first time, the Dolphins 
have three defensive starters in the 
Pro Bowl and five players total. 
The difficult part will be keeping 
them, DEs Trace Armstrong and 
Jason Taylor, FS Brock Marion and 
LB Larry Izzo, the special teams 


pick, will be unrestricted 
free agents. Taylor could 
be one of the most sought- 
after free agents, but the 
team could use its 
franchise tag on him if it 
can't reach a long-term 
agreement. Armstrong has 
benefited from part-time 
play and realizes he is 
better with less playing 
time. Marion might be the 
one let go because the 
team thinks it has capable 
replacements in either 
rookie Arturo Freeman or 
Kevin Williams. Izzo will 
return, ... QB Jay Fiedler 
will have surgery at the 
end of the season on a 


responsible for that. partially torn left (non- 


throwing) rotator cuff, but he will play the rest of the 
year. Fiedler doesn’t think the injury will affect his 
throwing motion, but it will impede his ballhandling. 
Fiedler has suffered a number of injuries this year—hip, 
back, ribs, pinched nerve and both shoulders—but 
missed only one start. But there might be concern 
about his durability when the team discusses a 
multiyear deal. ... TE Hunter Goodwin has four catches, 
but that doesn’t diminish his value to the offense. 
Goodwin, a tackle in college, is a punishing blocker and 
is one of the reasons RB Lamar Smith has had a good 
season. At times Goodwin is left alone on defensive 
ends, which would be unheard-of with other teams. 
While usually not a threat to catch the ball, Goodwin 
makes plays when they're there. 


SCOUTING REPORT: If he hadn't missed five games 
because of back surgery, DT Daryl Gardener would be 
making his first Pro Bowl appearance. Gardener has 
been a monster lately against Gs Randall McDaniel and 
Ruben Brown. Gardener has the combination of size, 
speed and strength that is matched by few at his 
position. No player is more emotional. His one 
weakness was the pass rush, but that has improved 
greatly because of technique and working with 
defensive line coach Clarence Brooks. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Earlier this year Fiedler was 
most effective outside the pocket, making plays with his 
feet. He was on pace to rush for more yards than any 
quarterback in team history, but Fiedler's rushing totals 
were down in games leading up to Sunday, when he 
had a 29-yard carry. Coach Dave Wannstedt thinks 
Fiedler's nagging injuries have prevented him from 
moving around as much. —Todd Archer 


5-10: Sth 


A mission for the offseason: 
Shore up the running game 


The team will probably need to 
use a high draft choice or spend 
free-agent money on a running 
back this offseason. Rookie J.R. 
Redmond still is an unknown. As 
for veterans Kevin Faulk and 
Robert Edwards, both come with 
considerable baggage. 
Ce VCMT gt | Faulk has become a 
vs. Buffalo fumble-a-game liability. 
OFFENSE ; 


Edwards, meanwhile, will 
have been out of football 
more than two years by 
the time training camp 
starts. He will be 
attempting to come back 
from reconstructive knee 
surgery. His desire is 
admirable, but to expect 
him to be a viable 
possibility at running back 
is expecting too much. ... 
Coach Bill Belichick has 
scaled back his defensive 
scheme dramatically 
something that hasn't Puente joking it 
feposisaincnaahY up. A major problem has 
been making the proper adjustments before the snap. 
Seven current starters played in Belichick’s defense 
during the team’s Super Bowl season of 1996, which 
makes their inability to grasp the system even more 
perplexing. ... When WR Terry Glenn plays against 
Miami, it will mark the first time that he has played a 
full 16-game schedule. It's a welcome development for 
the Patriots, who had grown weary of Glenn's inability 
to stay on the field. ... NT Chad Eaton, slated to become 
an unrestricted free agent after the season, is making a 
solid contract run, recording double-digit tackles in the 
last two games. Sunday, he also blocked Steve 
Christie's 30-yard field-goal attempt in overtime. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Is Redmond the future at running 
back? Unfortunately for Belichick, Redmond has given 
him few answers. His first year has been hard to gauge, 
as injuries and a slow start picking up coordinator 
Charlie Weis’ offense limited him to only sporadic duty. 
One of the team's major concerns about Redmond is 
his durability. He missed time during training camp 
because of an abdominal injury; he missed time later in 
the year because of sore ribs. He now he has an ailing 
ankle. Can the team trust him to carry the ball 20 to 
25 times a game, 16 games a year? Probably not. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Lawyer Milloy is known as one 
of the hardest hitters in the game, yet he doesn’t get 
the chance to blitz like many other top safeties. That 
may change, especially with the Pats having so much 
trouble getting to the quarterback. Milloy is frequently 
up in the box in run support, so bringing him on blitzes 
wouldn't be that big of a leap. While this is generally 

_ not Belichick’s style, he may make an exception to suit 

his personnel. —Michael Felger 


| PATRIOTS 


The play of the line was better 
J.R. Redmond looked good 
until turning an ankle, 


The pass defense allowed 
Doug Flutie to produce too 
many long gains. 

Forget the fumbles—Vinatleri 
and Johnson made some big 
kicks in tough conditions. 


The Pats played hard all game, 


As crucial game approaches, 
offense remains stone cold 


The team picked a lousy time for 
an offensive slump, considering it 
next will face the Ravens and their 


stingy defense in a game it 
probably will have to win to secure 
a wild-card berth. In the last two 
games, the Jets have managed only 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Detroit 


OFFENSE 
The unit had no spark, no 


creativity, no running game 
and no big plays. 


This unit, on the other hand, 
did Its part; the secondary 
produced excellent play. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Hall missed his first clutch 
kick in three years—and it 
was a big one. 


The team did not show any 
aggressiveness, Groh coached 
Not to lose. 


14 points and produced 
just 61 yards in the 
running game. The 
alarming part is that it 
happened against two 
mediocre run defenses. 
The offensive line isn't 
sustaining its blocks, and 
RB Curtis Martin looks as 
though he's wearing down. 
.. It will be difficult to 
replace LB Bryan Cox, 
who fractured his right 
fibula and tore ankle 
ligaments Sunday. Dwayne 
Gordon will replace Cox in 
the regular defense, but it 
will be much tougher to 
fill his role as a pass 
rusher in the nickel 


package. That job could 
go to DE Dorian Boose, who has no career sacks. ... 

The Jets are witnessing the future at defensive end 
sooner than they would've preferred. With veteran 

LE Rick Lyle (broken leg) on the sideline, rookie Shaun 
Ellis is now a full-time player. Ellis played a lot as a 
backup—in fact, he has appeared in more plays than 
any of the linemen—but his endurance will be tested as 
an every-down player. At 280 pounds, he's a tad 
undersized for the 3-4 scheme, but he brings 
exceptional athletic ability to the position. Even so, the 
Jets should re-sign Lyle, who will be an unrestricted 
free agent at season's end. Lyle is a steady player who 
understands his role. He's also a good two-gap end, and 
those are hard to find. ... OLB Roman Phifer could be 
become a salary-cap casualty. He has a cap value of 
$4.1 million in 2001, the final year of his contract. The 
Jets like the Phifer-James Farrior rotation—Phifer had 
two sacks last weekend—but it may be a luxury they 
can't afford. Farrior is younger and less expensive. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie QB Chad Pennington has 
taken just nine snaps, but he remains very much a part 
of the Jets’ future. The club loves his intangibles—his 
intelligence, poise and work ethic. He doesn’t have a 
cannon arm or exceptional mobility, but his physical 
skills are good enough to succeed as a starter. When 
will that be? Probably not until the 2002 season. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Early in the season, the Jets 
approached games with a daring, almost swashbuckling 
mentality, using a number of trick plays to confound 
opponents. Remember the touchdown pass to 

OT Jumbo Elliott, or Martin’s halfback option pass for a 
score? They weren't gimmicks; they were all about 
attitude. Lately, the Jets have gone stale. —Rich Cimini 
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Thomas 4.0, Slade 4.0, 
INTERCEPTIONS: Law 2, Milloy 2, 
Jones 2. 


Vinatieri__22 22 26 32 100 


INTERCEPTIONS: \. Green 6, Glenn 3, 
Coleman 3, 


GAME OF THE WEEK 


N.Y, Jets at Baltimore. Rarely does a game on the final weekend 
of the regular season mean so much, with one team vying to improve 
its playoff position (the Ravens) and the other still scrambling just to 
get into the postseason. The winner likely will be the team that best 
controls the opposition’s star running back. 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


Titans RB Eddie George vs. Dallas’ run defense, There have been 
10 200-yard rushing games in the NFL this season, and the Cowboys 
have yielded three of them. If what happens in Sunday's games 
makes the season's final Monday night game important, George will 
challenge 200 and perhaps his career single-game high of 216. 


ON THE SPOT 


You have to wonder if backup RB Rodney Thomas will return to the 
Titans next season. He rarely gets much of an opportunity. to run from 
scrimmage backing up George, and he has seemed tentative hitting 
the hole and hasn't broken many tackles when given'the chance, 


The Bengals were reluctant to have WR Peter Warrick retum punts 
earlier this season for fear of overloading the rookie with too many re- 
sponsibilities, However, the team let him retum punts on Sunday, and the 
kid responded with three retums for 87 yards and a TD. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


Ainsley Battles, an undrafted free agent from Vanderbilt, made his 
first start at free safety last Saturday for the Steelers and played well. 
The team wants to take a good end-of-season look at Battles, who it 
thinks can develop into a good player because of his aggressive style, 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


There are other worthy candidates, but Ravens RB Jamal Lewis de- 
serves strong consideration for NFL Rookie of the Year, Yes, the 
Ravens are a defense-driven team, but Lewis has given Baltimore at 
least one offensive threat who must be respected by opponents, 
EANTASW, , 
(=f [I [={ee)=3| ushing games could come to an end 
this week. The Jaguars face the NFL’s 
No. 2-ranked run defense, and the Giants will be fighting for 
playoff position. The Jags have whipped up on a powder-puff 
schedule in the second half, and they will struggle vs. New York. 


For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportingnews.com 


Fred Taylor's streak of 100-yard 


Rod Woodson stands out 
as secondary stifles offenses 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Arizona 


OFFENSE 

This unit hasn't had any juice 

for two straight weeks. RB 
Jamal Lewis is a bright spot. 
DTs Adams and Siragusa 
dominated, and DE McCrary 
produced consistent pressure, 


SPECIAL TEAMS © 


The secondary has been holding 
up its end as part of the top-ranked 
defense in the NFL. While the unit 
didn’t look great against Arizona 
Sunday, it has excelled for most of 
the season, as evidenced by a 
league low in touchdowns allowed. 


FS Rod Woodson is headed 
to another Pro Bowl, and 
his knowledge of the game 
provides extra security 
behind CBs Chris 
McAlister and Duane 
Starks, SS Kim Herring is 
enjoying his best season as 
a pro. Starks has struggled 
at times this season and 
gets tested deep by teams 
at least once a game. 
McAlister, who has All-Pro 


4-14: Sth 


Dillon’s backfield mates 
boost chances of his return 


r (iz 


G.M. Mike Brown all but 
guaranteed he'll sign Pro Bowl 
TB Corey Dillon to a long-term 
contract when Dillon becomes an 
unrestricted free agent at the end 


of the season. What makes this a fit 
for Dillon is that he has two 


GRADING OUT 
vs. Jacksonville 
OFFENSE eza 

Unit yielded three of team's 
four fumbles but hung together 
and pulled out a victory, 


Constantly put in poor field 
position, it rose to the occasion 
and stiffened at right times. 
SPECIALTEAMS E+ 
Warrick was magical and 
Rackers' winning FG was set 


complements in backup 
TB Brandon Bennett and 
FB Nick Williams. Bennett 
is a quick runner who can 
break tackles, and the 
270-pound Williams is a 
human bulldozer who 
blasts through the line and 
blocks well. Both are 
capable receivers who 
keep defe off balance 
.. The Bengals are 
stockpiling young 
receivers, and Danny 
Farmer could rival Peter 


ALBERT DICKSON /TSN 


They didn’t do anything towin potential and attitude, has 
or lose the game, and that played well most of the 
isn't a good thing. season but has risen to a 


new level lately. He is 
showing signs of shutting 
down his side of the field, 
but he needs to reach that 
level consistently against 
the NFL's premier receivers. It will be interesting to see 
how well he performs in the playoffs, when he has to 
go against better and more consistent talent. He has 
gotten much work in the last three games against 
Dallas, San Diego and Cleveland. ... Defensive 
coordinator Marvin Lewis sent letters of interest for 
several vacant college head-coaching jobs. He received 
no replies, not even a form rejection letter. This is one 
of the NFUs best defenses over the last two decades, 
yet Lewis isn’t able to draw interest. It seems college 
football has taken its cue from the NFL, which still has 
a problem hiring African-American coaches. Look for 
the Vikings’ Dennis Green and the Bucs’ Tony Dungy to 
become more vocal about the NFL hiring more black 
head coaches. ... RB Jamal Lewis is the team’s most 
consistent weapon right now, but he better watch his 
goal-line dives. He leaped for a touchdown Sunday 
when it wasn’t necessary and left the ball exposed. 


SCOUTING REPORT: LB Peter Boulware had a slow start 
because of a shoulder injury, but he is starting to come 
on at the end of the season. Boulware is becoming 
more comfortable with the shoulder and becoming a 
top pass-rushing threat again. He has great speed off 
the corner, but he still needs to become better with his 
hands. He also needs to find a second move for use 
after his first is stopped. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: DT Sam Adams, who has 
surprised observers this season with his consistent 
effort, made the Pro Bowl. Adams came to the Ravens 
with the reputation for taking plays off and being lazy, 
but he has played as well as any member of the team’s 
top-ranked defense. Adams must have the quickest first 
step of any defensive tackle in the NFL. —Mike Preston 


Billick didn’t have his team 
ready to play. The players were 
too relaxed. 


Warrick as the best of the 


up by a fumble recovery. i 

bunch. Farmer has 
LeBeau started Farmer and ke ie speed, bili 
Roman, They made him look tremendous leaping ability 
ike a genius and great hands. The 


qualities that separate 
Farmer from the others are work ethic, precise route 
running and concentration. Warrick is more electrifying 
because of his quickness, but he continues to make 
mistakes, ... Of coach Dick LeBeau's eight non-injury- 
related lineup changes, the most anticipated was CB 
Mark Roman's elevation over Tom Carter. Roman 
responded with a team-high 10 tackles and forced 
fumble. He and fellow rookie Robert Bean play the ball 
better than anybody on the team and should open 
2001 as the incumbents. Both have emerged as solid 
cover men and tenacious tacklers. 


SCOUTING REPORT: QB Scott Mitchell has flaws. He 
forces some passes and is streaky. He sometimes locks 
onto his primary receiver and telegraphs throws. But 
the positives he brings to the lineup—11 years of 
experience and terrific leadership skills—far outweigh 
the negatives. He's vocal in the huddle, telling the 
linemen what he wants and the receivers where they 
need to be. He makes good reads, unloads the ball 
quickly, delivers it in a timely fashion and scrambles 
effectively. Add it all up, and he has energized the 
offense with better timing and rhythm. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: LB Takeo Spikes’ strength at the 
point of attack is worth noting. As the first player 
targeted to get cut off by offensive linemen, Spikes 
sheds lead blockers and pursues to the ball as well as 
anybody in the league. His tremendous strength and 
athleticism allow him to make plays all over the field. 
He'll either jump over a cut block by a lineman or 
fullback or fight through the block. In his third year, 
Spikes (6-2, 230) is a leverage machine, scraping off 
blockers, stringing out plays and still making tackles 
down the line of scrimmage. —Chick Ludwig 
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2,D, Williams 1, C. Carter 1, Foley 1 
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Cleveland 


oe Sees 


Secondary must get better; 
youth won’t be an excuse 


If not for the consistently good play 
of veteran CB Corey Fuller and the 
1 solid performance of rookie backup 
Lewis Sanders, the secondary 

ra! would have been a total disaster. 
Oft-injured CB Daylon McCutcheon 

did not play as well as he did last 

season as a rookie. 

GRADING OUT Rookies Lamar Chapman 

vs. Tennessee and Anthony Malbrough 
OFFENSE 


made some plays, but they 
still have a long way to go 


Inability to move the ball by before they are consistent 
passing or running was a contributors. At safety, the 
snapshot of the season. problem is much more 


pronounced. FS Percy 
Ellsworth had only one 
interception, but he'll be 
back next season because 
he has a history of 
creating turnovers and the 
team needs that ability. 
SS Marquis Smith simply 
wasn't around the ball 
much. Earl Little is better, 
offense on day when weather ut the team will give 
prohibited using them. Smith, a third-round pick 

last year, every 
opportunity to succeed. Rookie SS Rashidi Barnes 
came on fast in the middle of the season, but his star 
faded. Like Chapman and Malbrough, Barnes simply 
wasn’t ready. Maybe next season. ... Second-year DT 
Marcus Spriggs had been an unknown, but that 
changed when he had two sacks against the Titans. 
The team needs a big, strong tackle who can plug the 
middle and run. Although it doesn’t seem likely, 
Spriggs might be that guy. ... If Chris Palmer is willing 
to change some things, the Browns won't change 
coaches, says team president Carmen Policy. Policy 
won't say what changes are required, but they're pretty 
obvious: more creativity on offense, which Palmer 
didn’t show until the end of the season; better 
communication with players; and shorter, less rigorous 
practice and training schedules. Owner Al Lerner seems 
to be leaning toward keeping Palmer. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie DE Courtney Brown hit the 
proverbial wall several weeks ago. He had played very 
well to that point, and after a week or two of reduced 
production, he returned to form. Brown is a complete 
player, but he might need to get bigger in the offseason 
to help with the grind of the lengthy NFL season. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Perhaps the team's top priority 
in the offseason will be to improve the running game. 
The team has had only one bad-weather home game in 
two seasons (last Sunday against Tennessee), but there 
will be many more. In Cleveland, teams must be able to 
run because at times conditions will make it almost 
impossible to throw. The Browns couldn't run at all this 
season. Because of that, the defense was on the field too 
long, and it put too much pressure on a quarterback 
position that was decimated by injuries. —Steve King 


BROWNS 


Lousy tackling allowed Eddie 
George to run wild all day 
long—for 176 yards, 
SPECIAL TEAMS FF 
Fumble on punt return was key 
in loss; poor coverage 
continued to plague team. 


Palmer put in gimmicks on 


} 
| 
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Injuries, lack of pass rush 
derailed the secondary 


GRADING OUT 
vs. Cincinnati 
OFFENSE 
In tough weather conditions, 
team moved the ball but 
missed too many chances. 


Except for game-tying drive, 
defense did its part, getting 
four turnovers and four sacks. 
Team gave up an 80-yard punt 
feturn touchdown and fumbled 
a Kickoff return. 


The first 55 minutes were fine, 
but Coughlin has to take some 
blame for the late meltdown. 


A major factor in the team's 
decline this season has been the 
play of the secondary, a strong 
point just a year ago. The problems 
can be attributed partly to a poor 
pass rush and injuries. Last season 
the Jaguars led the NFL in sacks, 


which enabled the 
secondary to cover 
receivers much easier and 
get turnovers. On-the 
injury front, starting FS 
Carnell Lake was lost in 
training camp to a season- 
ending foot injury, then 
his replacement, Rayna 
Stewart, was lost for six 
games with a torn MCL. 
Starting CBs Fernando 
Bryant and Aaron Beasley 
each missed two games. 
The only completely 
healthy starter has been 
SS Donovin Darius. ... 
Despite knowing the 
Bengals would try to 
pound the ball with Pro 
Bowl running back Corey 


Disappointing season leaves 
Huntley with more to prove 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Washington 


OFFENSE 
A good mix of run and pass, 


though the Redskins laid down 
in the second half. 


{twas no Steel Curtain in the 
Three Rivers finale, butit 
allowed only three points. 
After many near-misses, 
Poteat's ‘53-yard punt return: 
for a TD turned game around. 


Stuck to the plan: Loosen 
‘Skins with short passes, then 
wear them down with the run, 


RB Jerome Bettis had his seventh 
100-yard rushing game of the 
season and again showed why the 
club shouldn't let him get away as 
a free agent. But Richard Huntley 
showed signs of what he can do if 
asked to be the feature back—just 


in case Bettis doesn't 
return. A relatively quiet, 
injury-stained season for 
Huntley took a modest 
positive turn when he 
rushed for 56 yards on 
seven carries and scored 
two touchdowns, the 
second on a 30-yard run. 
It provided graphic 
evidence of why Huntley « 
(5-11, 225) teases the club 
with his speed and 
strength. Huntley turned 
the corner, broke a tackle 
and barreled through 
Redskins CB Champ Bailey 
to the end zone. The 
season has not been what 
Huntley expected after he 
rushed for 567 yards on 


Dillon, the Jaguars stayed in a nickel package most of 
the game because of their depleted linebacker corps. It 
looked like a bad move early as Dillon ripped off 52 
yards on seven carries in the opening quarter, but the 
Jaguars were able to hold him in check the rest of the 
game due to superb play from the defensive line and 
the fact that the offense held the ball for 37 minutes. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Although LB Kevin Hardy, who had 
10' sacks en route to the Pro Bowl last season, didn’t 
get his first sack this year until the 12th game, his game 
hasn't diminished as much as those numbers indicate. 
He was forced to move from his natural weakside 
position to strong side in five games because of Lonnie 
Marts’ injury problems. And the absence of injured 
MLB Hardy Nickerson has allowed opponents to 
concentrate more on Hardy in a weakened linebacker 
corps. In Hardy's defense he leads the team in tackles 
(139) and QB pressures (13), and the Jaguars use his 
versatility in pass coverage. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Despite coming up on the short 
end on the scoreboard, the Jaguars proved once again 
last Sunday that the theory about cold weather or 
horrible field conditions making it tougher on teams to 
pass the ball is really a myth. If you've got an offense 
that can play pitch-and-catch, it can work almost any 
time, as QB Mark Brunell demonstrated against the 
Bengals. Despite terrible footing at Paul Brown Stadium 
and a wind-chill factor of 20 below zero, the Jaguars 
weren't shy about throwing the ball. The bottom line: 
The weather doesn't matter so much as the talent of a 
team’s receivers and how your opponent chooses to 
defend you. And the Bengals chose to concentrate 
more on RB Fred Taylor. —Gene Frenette 


93 carries in 1999 and signed a big extension. He 
injured his hamstring in training camp, re-injured it in 
the preseason and then aggravated it in Week 3 and 
missed the next three games. Huntley was tentative 
when he returned and had been replaced as the 
third-down back by Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala, who was 
productive in his absence. ... WR Bobby Shaw runs 
precise routes and can make catches in traffic. He has 
developed into one of the best slot receivers in the 
AFC. Seventeen of Shaw's 40 receptions and two of his 
touchdowns have come on third-down plays. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie SS Ainsley Battles started 
against the Redskins and again will fill in for Lee 
Flowers (knee) this weekend. Battles, an undrafted free 
agent from Vanderbilt, is undersized (5-10, 190), but 
he impressed coaches in training camp with his hard 
hitting and aggressive style. Battles performed so well 
in practice he eventually moved ahead of Scott Shields, 
the team’s No. 2 draft pick last year, in the dime 
defense. If the team likes what it sees of Battles, it's 
likely Shields won't be around next season. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team finally was able to 
shake free rookie Hank Poteat on punt returns last 
weekend. Special teams coach Jay Hayes has been 
trying to get Poteat in the middle of the field, where he 
can use his quickness and vision. On a punt last week, 
Poteat fielded the ball at his 47, between the left hash 
mark and the yardage numbers, and immediately cut 
right, past Redskins TE Joe Zelenka and S Matt 
Stevens. That put Poteat in open space, in the middle 
of the field, where he was able to elude a diving Bailey. 
From there, Poteat broke the last tackle at the 10 and 
scored on a 53-yard return. —Gerry Dulac 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pot. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks PASSING Att. Comp. Pot. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 

Couch 2151376371483. 79797310 Grell 471268 61.1 3978-6718 1384252 Stewart 257 135 625 1670 45t_10 6762 28 

Pederson 210117 $57 1047 672 8 566 17 Martin B20 667 307 Gat 2 1 ~1040 0. Graham 14866446. 878 7711 634 13. 

Atl Yds. Avg, TD | PUNTING No. ¥ds.Ava. Blk. PUNTING No. Yds.Ava, Bk. PUNTING No. Yds.Ava. Bik. 

Prentice 173612 30 7 | Gardock 108 4919 455 0 Tayjor 2791347 48 11 | Barker 69,2807 42.0.0 Betis 3291200 39 8 | Miler 84 3668 436 1 

KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD Fee ee > | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg._ TD oi -21— > | KORETURNS No. Yus.Avg,_T0 

White 43995 21.70. Mad 414527 1) Sy a3 785 238 O. 3) Poteat 23.452 19.70 

RCE NG Mo. Yas. Avg.TD- | puNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg._TD ee ods. AvgTD- | pyr RETURNS No.és.Avg._ TD PUNT RETURNS No.Yds.Ava. 1D 

Noth seas Toe | Noth 27289107 0 nee $ | paiow 28200 7.10 Poles ————at G83 12 
Patten _ ‘SACKS: K. McKenzie 8.5, J. Miller 5.5, B ‘SACKS: Brackens 8.0, Smeenge 5.0, SACKS: Gildon 11.5, Porter 10,0, A 
C. Brown 45, Walker §.0, Beasley 5.0. SCORING XPMXPAFGMEGA Pts, | Smith 40 5 

P.Dawson 17 17 14 17 59. INTERCEPTIONS: Fuller 3, Moore 1, J. Hollis 3131. 23. 25 100. tela R. Stewart 2, Logan KBrown 28 29 23 28 97 SCRE TOMS: Washington 5, Scott 


Miller 1, Holland 1, Ellsworth 1. 
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12-3: ist 


Offense wants to pick up pace, 
wear down foes even more 


% 


In an effort to spark the offense a 
bit, the Titans are trying to pick up 
the pace—in practice and on game 
day. “The thought is to speed the 
game up and go,” coach Jeff Fisher 
says. This offense is more effective 


when QB Steve McNair gets to the 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Cleveland v3 
[OFFENSE A- 


Played the power game ina 
driving snow. Made third-down 
conversions when needed, 


Has attacked and dominated 
down the stretch, Controlled 
line of scrimmage vs. Browns. 
SPECIAL TEAMS A 
There were no turnovers In 
tough conditions, and Mason 
made some yards in the snow, 


Fisher and his staff have the 


line of scrimmage with at 
least 9 or 10 seconds on 
the play clock. It gives him 
a chance to make 
adjustments and puts 
pressure on defenses to get 
their calls in more quickly. 
So look for a continuing 
quick pace into the 
postseason. When the 
offense has struggled, it 
has plodded along, both in 
appearance and 
statistically. Under first- 
year coordinator Mike 
Helmerdinger, the team 
has done a better job of 
relaying plays to McNair 
more quickly than in past 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


team prepared and rolling 

years. But the Titans want 
toward the postseason. even more zip in their 
game. Even a team that runs the ball as much as this 
one can quicken the tempo. In fact, with Eddie George's 
ability to pound away and McNair’s ability to play on 
the move, the team can wear down defensive fronts 
even more by quickening the pace. George has no peer 
when it comes to grinding down opponents and the 
clock. ... WRs Carl Pickens and Yancey Thigpen have 
returned, making the team the healthiest it has been all 
year. If the two can stay in the rotation, the team can 
have McNair work more of the field. And a residual 
effect is that George should have more room to run. 


SCOUTING REPORT: FB Lorenzo Neal didn’t make the Pro 
Bowl but should have. He is a big reason the team 
continues to pound the ball at defenses. Neal, who is a 
few pounds lighter than last year, has been exploding 
into blocks all season. He has continually knocked 
linebackers off their feet and away from George's legs 
as he gets into the hole. Neal also has become more 
involved in the passing game, and the team has started 
to put him into the route mix in the scoring zone. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: DE Jevon Kearse, who was 
selected to his second Pro Bowl, has picked up some 
steam in the season's final weeks. He has 10 sacks and 
has flashed an inside move lately. If he can consistently 
make use of that move, the sacks will follow in 
bunches. This season, opposing tackles have succeeded 
against Kearse by patiently waiting for him to take an 
outside loop, then pushing him wide. But if he 
continues to power at the inside shoulder of offensive 
tackles, as he has done at times over the last few 
weeks, the outside lane will be more open for him. He 
doesn’t need it to open much in order to reach 
quarterbacks and create havoc. —Jeff Legwold 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long 1D Int. Rate Sacks 


MoNair____373_231_61.9 2659 S6t_14 11 
O'Donnell 54 3361.1 50267 2 3 609 3 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 

E.George __ 384 1426 3.7 13. | Hentrich 74 2915 41.10 
McNair 0 

c— KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Tene = — Wagon 42 1192 2700. 
Woteck 65 sot_oy 4 | PUMERETURNS No. Yés.Avn_ To 
Mason 57800140 4 | Mason. 0 
E, George 9439 _ 9.0 SACKS: Kearse 10.0, Holmes 8.0, 


Favors 6.0, 
INTERCEPTIONS: Rolle 7, Sidney 3, 


‘SCORING XPM XPAFGM FGA Pts, 
DelGreco__33 34 26 32 111 Godtrey 2. 


Denver vs, San Francisco, Script disciple Mike Shanahan plays 
host to the holy city of the West Coast offense, The Broncos still can 
win the division title with a victory over the rebuilding 49ers plus a 
loss by Oakland, You want offense? This game has it with two of the 
most prolific offenses against the NFL's two worst passing defenses, 


MATCHUP TO WATCH 


San Diego's defense vs, Jerome Bettis and the Pittsburgh ground 
attack, which is among the NFL's top five. Against the Redskins, the 

Steelers had 200 yards, including 104 by The Bus, San Diego Is one 
of the league's best againstthe run, holding teams to an average of 
86.1 yards, including a mere 11 yards In 15 carries by the Panthers, 


ON THE SPOT 


Seattle WR Darrell Jackson. The rookie snapped out of a slight 
slump with nine catches for 128 yards and two touchdowns in the 
last two games, But against the Broncos, he failed to read a blitz that 
led to an interception that was retumed for a TD during a 31-24 loss, 


Denver WRs Rod Smith and Ed McCaffrey catching tosses against 
the Niners’ very green secondary (three rookie starters), which Is 
coming off a strong showing agalnst the Bears. McCaffrey leads the 
NFL in catches (96), Smith has an NFL-best 1,522 recelving yards. 


ROOKIE REPORT 


The development of Chiefs OL Darnell Alford, a sixth-round pick, was 
Stepped up because of an Injury on the line. Active for just two games, 
Afford (6-4, 328) now Is the backup to RT Victor Riley and being 
groomed to replace G Will Shields, a potential free agent. 


FEARLESS FORECAST 


Don't expect the AFC champ out of this division. Why? The Raiders, 
losers of two of thelr last three, suffer from a dearth of playoff experi- 
ence. The Broncos?.They lost to the Pats and Bengals and allowed the 
Chiefs to run for 264 yards. That's three strikes against them. 


FANTASY. 
SOURCE 


The Broncos still have a chance to se- 
cure a first-round bye this week against 
the 49ers and could be boosted by the 


return of QB Brian Griese, who hasn't played since November 
13, Griese is expected back, and the 49ers have a soft secondary. 
If Griese starts, put him in your lineup. 


__ For more fantasy football go to 
fantasy.sportin /S.COm 
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Offense, defense stumble 
with division lead at stake 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Kansas City 


OFFENS! Ll 
For the first time in the 
Shanahan era, the offense 
didn’t score a point. 


Out on the field too long, the 
defense wilted and was simply 
Tun over. 

Elam missed a key field-goal 
attempt, but special teams 
scored the only TD. 


The Chiefs’ Cunningham 
proves he has got Shanahan's 


The team entered last Sunday with 
the No. 2 run offense in the league, 
then mustered a mere 66 yards. 
And the defense reverted to earlier 
form, giving up 264 yards rushing 
to the Chiefs, who entered the 
game ranked 26th in the league in 


rushing. None of that 
bodes well for the 
postseason. The Broncos 
will probably face the 
stingy Ravens in the 
playoffs, and you can bet 
they'll take a cue from the 
Chiefs, who simply put 
eight or nine men around 
the line of scrimmage and 
put the screws to RB Mike 
Anderson. They dared 

QB Gus Frerotte to go 
deep, and he couldn't. ... 
Anderson has had a 
wonderful season and 
should be in the running 
for Rookie of the Year, but 
he has also got a case of 
fumble-itis. His costly 


Done fumble Sunday was the 


fourth he has lost this season. With Terrell Davis (leg) 
unlikely to return, Anderson has got to find a way to 
hold on to the ball. ... As for the up-and-down defense, 
the downside is resurfacing. Earlier this season, shoddy 
tackling and soft play by the front four allowed 
Cincinnati to rush for 407 yards. Those same traits 
emerged Sunday in Kansas City, If the Broncos are 
going to go anywhere in the postseason, they have to 
shore up their defense in a hurry. 


SCOUTING REPORT: A groin injury his rookie season and a 
torn knee ligament last year have stymied the 
development of FS Eric Brown, who was supposed to 
have a breakout year this year. He ranks third on the 
team in tackles and has a career-high three interceptions. 
Brown has made some key plays, but mental errors 
(including a blown assignment that allowed the Chiefs to 
score the winning TD in the teams’ first meeting this 
season) are driving coaches crazy. Brown has backed up 
his college reputation as a vicious hitter but has missed a 
lot of tackles this season. Brown has improved as the 
season has worn on but is one of the reasons the team 
has been susceptible to the big play. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: When training camp opened, 
fans expected to see a battle between QBs Brian Griese 
and Frerotte. Griese quickly proved he had mastered 
coach Mike Shanahan's offense much better than 
Frerotte. Now, even though Frerotte has six starts 
under his belt, Griese, who is expected back against 
San Francisco, remains superior. He makes quick reads 
and quick decisions, gets rid of the ball fast and rarely 
makes mental errors. Griese carries out Shanahan's 
plans to near-perfection. Playoff fortunes rest on 
Griese’s right shoulder. —Patrick Saunders 


BRONCOS 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD int. Rate Sacks 
Griese 934214 64.1 2674 61194 102.8 V7 


Frerotte ‘203 1 1571 44 8 8 803 9 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 


Anderson _ Rouen 59 2378 40.3 1 

Davis 

ar KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 

Goleman _—_— ONeal 45,1089 2421 
PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD. 

Mette ONeal 32 039 10.60 

Carswe SACKS: Pryce 11.0, Pittman 6.0, 
Wilson 5.0, 


INTERCEPTIONS: Buckley 5, Crockett 
4, Jenkins 4 
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7-8: 3rd 


Running backs are a key part | 
of next season’s makeover | 


The team might have founda pair |) 
of feature running backs for next i 
season. The last two weeks’ 
performances by Tony Richardson, 
deployed in single-back formations, 
and rookie Frank Moreau, the 
tailback in two-back sets, have 
been encouraging. In 
Ces 7Ve)( (HHT gm beating the Panthers and 
vs. Denver Broncos, the Chiefs got 

OFFENSE B+ 


back to old-time Kansas 
The Chiefs rediscovered their 


City football by effectively 
smashing the ball between 
the tackles, Richardson, 
who will just as soon run 
over tacklers as dance 
around them, posted a 
career-best 156 yards 
against the Broncos. 


running game ona frigid day 
that made passing difficult. 


It was the first time Denver's 
offense hadn't scored a 
touchdown all season, 


See Se © Richardson's outstanding 
Lockett’s bungled punt gave blocking skills led the way 


for Moreau's 59 yards. 
Moreau runs with more 
power than Mike Cloud, 
but Moreau must curb a 
tendency to fumble. :.. The 
oa ie Shanahan. Try to team is in transition, and 

® - several veterans likely will 
make their final appearances against Atlanta. C Tim 
Grunhard, an 11-year fixture in the line; five-time Pro 
Bowl RG Will Shields, and 11-year LG Dave Szott are 
in the last years of their contracts. Grunhard and Szott 
might retire. Shields, earning $4.1 million, may be hard 
to re-sign by a team needing salary-cap relief. The team 
has been grooming young linemen Donald Willls, 
Darnell Alford and Brian Waters as replacements. 
RBs Kimble Anders and Donnell Bennett, remnants of 
the smashmouth days and due significant roster 
bonuses for 2001, likely will not be retained. 
CB James Hasty, 35, also could retire or fall to the 
salary cap. The club has prepared for that by playing 
rookies Patrick Dennls and Willlam Bartee as well as 
Eric Warfield. WR Kevin Lockett, a fan favorite, will be 
an unrestricted free agent and could look to start 
elsewhere. Even QB Elvis Grbac’s future is uncertain 
because of a $10 million bonus due March 1. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Backup Jason Dunn has worked his 

way into the lineup as the second tight end in the { 
assortment of double-tight formations. Dunn’s presence 
has been a big boon to the revitalized running game, 
and he enables Tony Gonzalez to go in motion or split 
wide. Dunn was known as solid blocker. But he is 
developing into an inviting receiving target. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: One sign of Grbac’s maturation 
has been an ability to shake off early mistakes. He 
threw early interceptions in several games, including 
two returned for touchdowns. But instead of moping as 
he had in previous years, Grbac has developed a resolve 
that has led to come-from-behind victories, including 
three fourth-quarter rallies. He also hurt the Broncos 
with scrambles, two for first downs. —Randy Covitz ] 


Denver its only score. 
Peterson hit a ninth straight FG, 


Gunther Cunningham Is 4-0 


(a 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Groac___S15_ 4 25 
Moon 34 _5 


PUNTING No.Yds.Avg. Bik. |) 
Saverbun __77 9425 445 0 


Richardson _136 
Ant 


KO RETURNS _No.Yds.Avg. TO | 


Anders 
i Cows at 64 2240 
Gonzal ; PUNT RETURNS No.Yds.Avg. TD | 
ae 881117 ORE Locket. I ) 
SACKS: Hicks 14.0, D. Williams 7.5, 
Clemons 6.5. 


INTERCEPTIONS: Hasty 4, Patton 2, 


SCORING XPM XPAFGM FGA Pts, 
Pe 
‘lerson_24_24_15_19_69. Woods 2, Edwards 2, Wesley 2. 
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| Josh Taves. That's the residual effect of the team's 
| seven-man rotation, where the backups play almost as 
| much as the starters. Also, all seven players are used at 


Safeties have to pick it up if 
team is to go far in playoffs | 


| 
The secondary has played better | 
lately, though it remains a work in 
progress. The Raiders have allowed 
25 passing touchdowns, which is , 
too many, and the majority have 
resulted from poor play by the 
safeties. CBs Eric Allen and Charles 
Woodson got off to slow 
rey (HRT pgm starts but now are playing 
us. Seattle = ve sey, ace in 5 
OFFENSE cc: e league. Both are tougl 
Gannon’s three interceptions, 


to beat in man coverage. 

Allen, in fact, is playing as 
Wheatley’s injury, bad weather ear 
were too much to overcome. 


well as he did in 1998 
before sustaining a major 
DEFENSE D+ 
Allowed two TDs in the final 


knee injury. But the 
Raiders get into trouble 
quarter and-168 yards rushing 
by Watters, Enough said. 


when using a two-deep 
SPECIALTEAMS D 


zone. Teams then are able 
to avoid throwing at 


Janikowski missed a 50-yard Woodson and Allen by 

field-goal attempt and his waiting until they release 

kickoffs were lackluster, their men to the safeties, 
The overall performance 

The defensive plan forWatters, of the secondary is 

Kitna was ineffective, The improved mainly because 

offense was out of sync, the line finally is jelling 


into a cohesive unit and 
applying pressure on quarterbacks on a consistent 
basis. Still, Ss Anthony Dorsett and Marquez Pope will 
need to play better in the playoffs if the Raiders are to 
last long. Tory James does a fine job as the nickel back 
and gives the Raiders some flexibility as far as moving 
around their corner. ... Don't be surprised if the Raiders 
take an offseason run at WR Jerry Rice, who is not 
expected to return to the 49ers. Remember, the 
Raiders have a history of signing former 49ers—Roger 
Cralg and Ronnie Lott, for example. The pursuit of Rice 
would become even more likely if the Raiders opt not 
to re-sign WRs Andre Rison and James Jett, both of 
whom are scheduled to become free agents. 


SCOUTING REPORT: LT Barry Sims has been a fixture on 
the line since replacing Matt Stinchcomb in Week 10. 
Sims caught the Raiders’ attention because he can play 
both guard and tackle on either side of the line. He 
also has added center to the list of positions he can 
play. By today’s standards, Sims (6-5, 295) is a little 
light for an offensive lineman, but he excels because of 
excellent technique, quick feet and quick hands. His 
lone apparent weakness is a lack of experience, but 
that hasn't slowed his development. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The defensive line has 17 sacks 
in the last five games, and most of those were recorded 
by backups Regan Upshaw, Roderick Coleman and 


different positions. Darrell Russell, for example, starts at 
left tackle but will play some downs at nose tackle and 
end. This setup gives the team flexibility and prevents 
it from being dependent upon starters. —Steve Corkran 


i 
RAIDERS | 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TO Int. Rate Sacks | 


Gannon. 44) 258 58.5 3200 84t_23 11 88.1 _28 
PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. ' 

Wheatley 215-980 4.6 9 | Lechler 64 2946 46.0 1 =f) 

Kaufman 0 

'Canwn ae a4 | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD | 

on ©) dum at tee oo 
PUNT RETURNS _No. Yds 

Brown 73.1110 15.2 10. 

Aison_ 39 g_ | Soon 

Ritchie __ SACKS; Jackson 6.5, Upshaw 6.0, 


Coleman 6.0. | 
INTERCEPTIONS: W. Thomas 6, Allen 


SCORING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts, 
Janikowski 99 39 21 31 102 |S Wendeon 4 


Statistics provided by STATS Ine through Sunday, December 17, 


Corners need to provide 
more well-rounded play 


Free agent DeRon Jenkins was 
brought in at great expense, but the 
team hasn't gotten what it paid for. 
Jenkins, who had hamstring 
7 problems early on, has had 
/] moments when he has played well, 
but he has been beaten far too 
often. He’s more suited for 
zone coverage. Fakhir 
GRABING GUT Brown, the other starting 
= corner, missed all of 
OFFENSE c summer camp because of 
Leaf played well; the running a shoulder injury from an 
game was better. But, oh, an offseason traffic 
those tumovers. accident. He hasn't been 
as good as he was at the 
end of last year. Both must 
get better if this team is 
going to succeed. The lack 
of a consistent pass rush 
hasn't helped, but look for 
the club to at least draft 
another corner. Safety is a 
different story. SS Rodney 
Harrison is having a fine 
season. Rookie FS Rogers 
Beckett, replacing Michael 
Dumas (broken leg), has 
been a solid replacement as a starter. ... Club president 
Dean Spanos ended all speculation over the weekend 
when he said head coach Mike Riley would return next 
year. But Spanos made it clear to Riley that he expects 
some changes in the offensive coaching staff. The 
decision to keep Riley was popular among the players, 
who love playing for Riley. They went out and played 
hard for him. But they didn’t play all that smart. ... 
Riley must address special teams during the offseason. 
The performance last week was the Titanic of special 
teams, as Carolina won the game on touchdowns 
produced by a punt return and blocked field goal. 
Blocking on special teams has been especially awful. 


SCOUTING REPORT: What to do with QB Ryan Leaf? It 
now appears as though it will be up to Riley to decide 
whether Leaf returns. Odds are Leaf will be gone. He 
still does too many things wrong, such as his recurring 
habit of fumbling the snap. He makes too many bad 
decisions. But there are moments when fans see why 
his arm got so much hype. The team didn’t lose to 
Carolina because of Leaf. But you get the feeling that 
he’s just too unpredictable for a one-win coach to keep. 


SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Riley needs to bring in an 
offensive coordinator. Riley calls the plays now, but he 
should concern himself more with game management. 
The game against Carolina offered a perfect example. 
San Diego went up 22-14 on a third quarter 
touchdown. Riley chose to go for two. When 

TB Jermaine Fazande’s run was short, it meant Riley 
had coached himself into a one-score game. If he had 


After its first series, Carolina's 


offense did nothing, One of 
San Diego's better games, 
Carolina returned a punt and a 
blocked field-goal try for TDs. 
That's enough for an F, Isn't it? 


Another winnable game lost. 
Defensive play calling keeps 
this one from fallure, 


| kicked the extra point, he would have been two scores 


ahead. It may sound little, but it’s not. It is the sort of 
thing that often wins or loses games. —Nick Canepa 


CHARGERS 


eat "293, 146498 1712 83t_10 
Harbaugh 202123 60.9 1416 _62t__8_ 


7 
10 


352 
746 


PUNTING No. Yds.Avg, Blk. 


2 
14 


Fazande 119368 3.1 2 | Bennett 84 3838 45.7 0 
Fletcher. 105359 3.4 2 “rs = 
Chancey D141 a> | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Ghancey __42_161_$.4 2 | Jenkins 62 1429 23.0. 1. 
EJones. 68752111 5. | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg, 1D 
ui 3 | B-dones 5_ 29 58 0 


SACKS: Parrella 6.0, Harrison 6.0, 
Dixon 5.0, Mickell 5.0, 
INTERCEPTIONS: Harrison 4, Seau 2 


‘SCORING XPM XPA FGM FGA Pts, 
ame 24 
Gamey_24 24 18.2578. | yinas 4, Lewis 1, Dion 1 


For rushing and passing, figure is average per game; for punt and 


kickoff returns, figure is average per return; and for sacks and 


RUSHING turnovers, figure is season total. Figure in bold is conference-leading 
Atts. Yds. Avg. TDs. total. 
Despite lack of experience James, Ind. 361 1581 44 13 
3 Smith, Min, 280 1484 53 7 Rushing Passing Yds/Play KO Ret. PuntRet. Sacks Turnovers 
offensive line playing well E-Goarae, Ten, reat j78 27 4 Orr, Der. Orr. Der. Orr.Der. Orr. Der. Orr. Der. By Vs. Opp. OWN 
Se ee ee 
Taylor, Jac. . az . a A 3 9.6 23. . . . 
When the team opened training Ja. Lewis, Bal. 287 1312 46 6 Bammone 142.3 61.3 18251683 494.1 224 21.5132 96 34 39 43 24 
camp without C Robbie Tobeck Bettis, Pit. 329 1290 39 8 B ; 
(knee injury) and first-round draft |) Davi; Was, 305 1198 39 (11 JUFFALO 113.9 955 214.0 178.7 48 45 18.4 21.4 5.0108 37 59 25 21 
sas Path E, Smith, Dal. 282 1183 42 «9 CAROLINA 738 117.7 216.7 2321 4656 21.7176 11.3 63 27 67 38 31 
pick-T' Chris Melntosh (contract Watters, Sea. Ber Ws 45 8 icHetco! 108.7 115.2 17492177 4552 223 13 87 741 92 33 18 27 
dispute), the offensive line wasin jj pei bao 1130 «487 Cincinnan ‘147.5 119.1 118.5.225.3 4.25.2 186 214 83 96 24 50 17 92 
trouble, The left side was solid, and 9 .Stewar, de. 318. 1127, 35 10 CLEVELAND 67.8 156.6 152.8 196.1 4.150 20.1 241 10.1115 42 40 25 28 
center was in the capable hands of —_L Smith, Mia. ae DALLAS 124.5 1652 167.5165.1 4.952 209 215105100 25 31 21 34 
ADING OUT Se ee ee right Faulk, StL: 189 10s 53 13 DewWen 144.3 103.5 269.3 253.3 6.059 225 215 10.3 113 98 26 42 24 
(43) side? Coach Mike Allen, Chi. : DETROM 109.8 114.5 169.0 201.9 455.1 23.0 225149 94 27 48 40 29 
vs: Oakland Holmgren swallowed hard | Williams, W.0. 248 1000 40 8 Green Bay 100.9 103.4 232.6 2164 5.25.1 25.0 216 89 81 33 34 28 29 
whenever the names of fa Inouanapous 115.4 124.5 266.6 2169 6.053 19.6 236 9713.2 41 20 21 28 
OFFENSE G Floyd Wedderburn and SCORING — TOUCHDOWN: JACKSONVILLE 190.8 107.0 226.7 191.1 595.2 215 20.7 7.4130 37 62 29 27 
Two fourth-quarter TD dives T Todd Weiner came up Peat a ah Fae BaP Kansas Cry 94.4 112.7 262.6 220.9 5.651 21.3 243 79124 48 30 29 25 
ina driving rain storm pulled ~— hecause neither had James, nd, eh dae ta ecooe Mian 123.1 119.3 153.6 172.6 4.8 4.6 22.9 186122 7.3 47 26 38 26 
out a victory. played. Now Wedderburn E. George, Ten. i 18 2 (0 0 MINNESOTA 137.5 111.0 244.2 241.7 6.3 5.6 21.3 22.2 10.2 10.2 32 34 17 27 
looks like he might be the he a NewENGuano 90.2 118.9 191.3 217.3 4.35.1 21.0 223128 7.7 27 47 23 22 
Wheatley trampled them right guard for years to Anderson,Den. 13 13 0 0 80 New ORLEANS 133.0 95.1 208.9 189.5 5.24.9 23.3 25.0 85144 63 37 34 25 
again, but they also picked come, teaming with Supnss Sh Be a 0 a New York Giants 128.6 72.4 204.9 208.9 5.04.6 205 228 8613.1 42 25 29 23 
off three Gannon passes. McIntosh to form a young dstena ot 1 19 io New York Jets ay ian Fe aH $e a or aE a a a = + = 
D. and talented tandem on javis, Was. 66 JAKLAND . , fi .| .6 9. x E K B 
SPECIAL TEAMS HUSH Green, GB. 11 8 3 0 68 PHWLADELPHIA 116.3 115.2 196.1 188.1 5.0 46 23.4 21.4 10.0 7.8 48 43 28 25 
Feagles had the worst game _ the right side. McIntosh Harrison, Ind. 1 60 11 «0 66 
Hee vcor Bit Lindel tad settled in nicely at right Martin, HY a a ae es PrrsauncH 140.5 110.8 15551920 484.8 198 21.8 11.2 87 33 41 33 19 
of his career. Bu : Alexander,KC. 10 0 10 0 60 San Dieco 68.7 86.1 206.5 2235 4447 217 23.1 62139 37 47 20 48 
52- and 40-yard FGs. tickle aes bempforred =f Brown, Ga ie Aer ae San Francisco 117.1 109.0 272.8 247.5 6.15.6 19.0 21.7 8.0106 34 20 20 17 
into the lineup seven Smith, bn, es acai sen SEATTLE 406.3 149.4 184.9 238.149 61 237 192131 47 27 41 27 34 
to th 
Despite being eliminated Sree te AGRE Wheatley,Oak 10 9 1 0 60 Sr. Lous 107.6 101.4 336.1 240.0 7.0 5.6 22.8 22.917.0 7.9 47 39 22 31 
from the playoffs, Holmgren ee ae ce asister SCORING — KICKING TawpaBay 128.1 101.6 152.6 190.7 4845 227 235 94104 52 31 34 22 
and staff held club together.  ™to ee were pat eden Tennessee 128.4 86.9 203.3160.9 5.14.3 26.1 207129 55 51 27 25 26 : 
Dnib OREM OHCHSE. va Stover, Bal. 727 3487125 Washinton 107.2 115.9 231.5 165.3 5.24.8 20.8 254 99108 44 30 28 31 
LB Anthony Simmons has been as good or better than Longwell, 6.8. 30/30 32/37 126 = 
anyone on the team—he leads the team with 140 } vente Ee ; cues aU We PASSING 
tackles. But Simmons, a third-year player, can get better. Gramation TB. 37/37 25/30 112 Pct. Yards Avg. Yd. TD Pet. Poh 
He still is developing into the player defensive Akers, Phi. 33/35 26/29 111 . Att. Comp. Comp. Gained Gained Pass TD Int. Int Points 
cana SieweSlialepecyinoteeme, | eta ES Ey eng at me ae aso es 
That's saying a lot because Sidwell coached perhaps the Anderson, Min. 44/44 21722107 Warner, StL. 298 203 68.1 2980 10.00 18 60 14 47 101.1 
best collection of linebackers in league history with the | Brien, No. Sl eaier ert mets Garcia, SF 521 337 64.7 4090 7.85 30 58 9 1.7 1007 
Saints. Those players had something Simmons lacks: the. Seder, Dal. 2707 ~—«25/33-—«108 Fulpepper, ie mee ey cee 3840 8.28 32 69 16 34 97.3 
ability to see the whole offense. He can learn to do that |_—Janikowski,Qak. 39/39 21/31 102 fanning, Ind. 5S 2.1 4130 7.72 29 54 14 26 934 
: t > can | ‘ Pees eee alae Grbac, K.C. 515 308 598 3939 765 27 52 14 27 899 
through experience and by improving his concentration. Vinatieri, NE. 22/22 26/32 100 cen sets ea aan aoe a 726 235.2 11 25 88. 
runell, Jac. ‘ 717 18 38 13 28 84.2 
SCOUTING REPORT: CB Willie Williams got beat deep too McNair, Ten. 373-231 «61.9 2659 7.13 14 38 11 29 9836 
OS ee i a ee ee 
a ‘ ‘ ollins, K . a . 
one Biaeine Tai ates ae Hakim, StL. Wat» Nest SAE TDS: Jonson, But 405 175 572 pis Go 12 39 7 23 gz 
a Howard, Det. 29° «447 «154 «1 Favre, G.B. 538 (311 59.1 3616 672 20 37 14 26 80.9 
1997, after the Seahawks signed him in free agency. Rogers, Sea. 25 359 144 «20 Beuerlein, Car. 512 312 60.9 3574 698 19 37 17 33 805 
Williams (5-9) always will have problems with bigger * Brown, Ne. M134 | Mab, Phi. 829 307 $80 3107, 599 20 38 12 23 TAs 
receivers. But he has reduced the number of big plays J. Lewis, Bal. 32 405 127 0 B. Jonngon, Was) be oa ae ee ate ‘a eo 4 aa us; 
allowed during the season. Credit Williams’ work ethic, Mea al sit age dee 4 King, T.B. 348 194 557 2276 654 15 43 11 32 77.0 
as well as his finding a way to stay healthy. Northcutt, Cle. °7 289 107 «0 Kitna, Sea. 389 241 62.0 2463 633 18 46 18 46 76.2 
OWeal, Den ao 09-10. 8 Stewart, Pit. 257 135 525 1670 650 10 39 6 23 762 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: This was supposed to be the Mitchell, Phi. 31 321 104 «1 Fiedler, Mia. 312 174 «(558 (2138 685 13 42 14 45 723 
season when two-time Pro Bowl LB Chad Brown was Chan A au ne es anes a fy ze He ie as 
going to be cut loose and be allowed to rush the passer PASS RECEIVING Plummer, Ariz. 444° 256 «57.7 2802 631 13 29 18 41 693 
from a variety of formations and looks. Most ‘of No, Yds. Avg. TDs. kena a ~ 547 1578 576 8 29 8 29 69.3 
Sidwell’s offse: chemi tarted with i McCaffrey, Den. 96 1246 130 8 McNown, Chi. 26 9 554 1586 590 7 26 9 33 67.5 
ra camoullage Brown. Oe Sane eg Nate wens, SF Sf 141g 151 13 ‘Batoh, Det 397° 214 539 2408 607 12 30 15 38 666 
to hide. Instead, he has been easy to locate and block. | G.carlet Min. 92 1207 131 9 Leaf SD. bog (a6 408 7D «S84 10 34 17 8 S82 
In the base defense, Brown plays the strong side. In the | Wurarmad, Gar 8% 1088 11.6 Smith, Cin. 267 118 «44.2 1263 469 «3 11 6 22 528 
nickel, he is the pass-rushing right end. He still leads Harrison, Ind. 90 1304 145 11 
the club in sacks, but this was to be the season he Moulds, Buf. 90 1225 136 5 
: 6 aS | : Horn, N.0. 89 1280 144 7 
pushed into double digits in sacks for the first time Gonzalez, K.C. 88 1117 127 8 V.Green, NYJ 6c 4ak age a 
since 1996. Brown prepared during the offseason with McGardall lec; aS 18 0 5 Westbrook, Det. 6 126 101t 1 PUNTING 
this role in mind. The club hasn't played well enough ees aes Buchanaty All pee No. Avg. avg. Long 
for that to hi . —Clare Fi : ve Lechler, Oak. 0 38.9 
ge thal to happen, < Clore Lamswarth KICKOFF RETURNS Mctantets Nia 8 9 12 9 Bennet, $0. Bt as7 380 
is Gardocki, Cle. 108 45.5 37.3 67 
No. Yds. Avg. TDs. A 
pte eg ae a a Sauer KC. 77 443° 360 88 
a i Sack Smith, Ind.) 61 445 36.4 65 
Jenkins, Ariz. 77 2052 266 1 Total Yardage a rime 
Williams, Mia, 22 575 261 1 Apeatron, Mis 165 raed Tunas Pe ropes 
é 13 Rossum, G.B. 47 1227 261 1 L Glover, NO. 16.0 408.0 ayer Ariz: 61 44.4 37.5 55 
Dunn, Oak. 41 1024 25.0 as, Ph i 
AUSHING A Yds. Ag. 1D_ | PUNTING No. Yés.vg. Blk. ‘Hoard, Det 2 1275 ots OH, Bouglas, Ph ee 
Watters 261 1175 45 6 | Feages 712847 40,11 O'Neal, Den. 45 1089 242 1 fick KG a et TOTAL YARDS 
Alexander ss 59271 46 2 Horne, St.L. 57 1379 24.2 1 Sapp, TB. 13.5 400.0 Tot. Rush. Rec. 
Kit 44110. 25 KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD_ Mitchell, Phi. 46 1104 240 1 Ha ; James, Ind, 2096 1581 515 
ita 10 25 0 Rogers 62 1458 23.50 " Jones, T.B. 13.0 61.5 Dunes 
—__62 1458 23.5 0 Coleman, Was, 120 87.0 E. George, Ten. 1865 = 1426 439 
RECEWING No. Yds, Avo, TD 1 8 
CARS TB SOT Te | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D. INTERCEPTIONS dohusan, N.OF 1200520 ERS i708 1080738 
Watters 58566 98 2 | Rogers 25.359. 14.4 ane Vice Gk. SRR: ie a0 Gamer, SE 1757 «1139—=S«HB 
Jackson _50_673 13.5 6 | SACKS: C. Brown 6.0, King 60, Sharper, G.B. 9 109 47 0 Wistrom, St.L. 11.0 67.0 Watters, Sea. Wat 1175 566 
Sinclair 45. Rolle, Ten. 7 140 git 1 Wiley But 105 92.0 ReSmiith Den: Me Saaae Nee 
Lindell 2323. 1416 65. | INTERCEPTIONS: W. Williams 4, ener Be Ds aaceth aie eee ! 335 Martin, NYJ 1610 1157 453 
Bellamy 4, Springs 2, Simmons 2. Satu bee i 33 H i Koarso Ten, 100 ra Ja. Lewis, Bal. 1608 1312 296 
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NEL 


Packers 33, Vikines 28 
Green Bay 1010 310 33 
Minnesota ......7 7 7 7 28 
First Quarter G.B.—FG, Longwell 34, 7:22. 
G.B.—Freeman 18 pass from Favre (Longwell 
kick), 12:56. Min—Moss 78 pass from 
Culpepper (Anderson kick), 13:24. 

Second Quarter G.B.—Green 6 pass from 
Favre (Longwell kick), 3:09. G.B.—FG, 
Longwell 35, 12:19. Min.—Culpepper 3 run 
(Anderson kick), 14:40. 
Third Quarter G.B.—FG, Longwell 43, 6:21. 
Min.—McWilliams 22 pass from Culpepper 
(Anderson kick), 11:02. 
Fourth Quarter G.B.—Schroeder 3 pass from 
Favre (Longwell kick), :04. G.B.—FG, Longwell 
36, 8:09. Min.—C, Carter 5 pass from 
Culpepper (Anderson kick), 12:22. 
A—64,183 


GB Min. =D 
First Downs 28 19 Vo ROOT 
Rushes-Yards pe ie Dallas, 1966-73 
Passint == ant 7 70 
Punt Runs 21300, = ans ro UIBD 
ickoff Returns - a i 
Interception Returns 1-47 0-0 ate ams, 73-80 . 
Comp-Att-Int 26-38-0 23-38-1 Fr 1 s 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-15 1-3 2 
Punts c us ae 5 
Fumbles-Lost , i 
Penalties-Yards 3-25 8-67 a = 
i i f eel cee Se . ie Aa ie 1c 

Time of Possession 35:41 24:19 NO Eight teams are tie with si straight postse ason appearances. z 

Inprvipuat Stanstics ne i a sls Beate ~ a 
RUSHING— Green Bay, Green 25-161, Favre 4- —— . —= = 


(minus 2), Parker 1-0. Minnesota, Smith 10-26, 
Culpepper 7-42. PASSING— Green Bay, Favre 
26-38-0-290. Minnesota, Culpepper 23-38-1- 
335. RECEIVING— Green Bay, Schroeder 8-78, 
Freeman 6-97, Henderson 5-27, Green 4-31, T. 
Davis 1-41, Parker 1-10, Driver 1-6. 
Minnesota, C. Carter 7-91, Moss 4-136, Walsh 


2-16. New Orleans, Canty 5-5. SACKS— 
Atlanta, Jasper 1. New Orleans, Johnson 2, 
Knight 1, Whitehead 1, Fields 4, D. Howard 4. 


Cleveland, White 2-38, Edwards 1-24, Saleh 1- 
15, Little 1-12. PUNT RETURNS— Tennessee, 
Mason 3-24, Cleveland, Chapman 1-5. 
SACKS— Tennessee, Kearse 1, Salave'a 1. 
Cleveland, Abdullah 1, Rogers 1. 


Griffith 1-2. Kansas City, Alexander 5-79, 
Gonzalez 4-46, Richardson 3-13, Morris 2-22. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— Denver, Elam 
37. INTERCEPTIONS— None. KICKOFF 
RETURNS— Denver, O'Neal 4-79, Chamberlain 


RECEIVING— Jacksonville, J. Smith 9-58, 
McCardell 4-61, Brady 4-38, Taylor 2-13. 
Cincinnati, Farmer 5-102, Warrick 3-38, N. 
Williams 2-31. MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS— Jacksonville, Hollis 28. 


Parnions 13, Buus 10 


iams 3-32, Smith 3- INTERCEPTIONS— Jacksonville, Logan 1-14, 1-13. Kansas City, Cloud 2-43. PUNT 3 
Se ee Re ab. Ener: KICKOFF RETURNS Jacksonville, Stith 3-59, RETURNS— Denver, O'Neal 3-24, Kansas City, Saints 23, Fatcons 7 New Enea aR ae 
(minus 2), MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— Cincinnati, Griffin 1-15, Mack 1-11. PUNT Lockett 4-8. SACKS— Kansas City, Hicks 2. ni PS acme Raia seat A Jo... 

None. INTERCEPTIONS— Green Bay, Sharper 1- RETURNS— Jacksonville, Barlow 2-6. ii) First Quarter N.E.—FG, Vinatieri 22, 15:00. 
47. KICKOFF RETURNS— Green Bay, Rossum Cincinnati, Warrick 3-87. SACKS— Titans 24, Browns 0 New Orleans ...013 7 3 23 Second Quarter But —FG, Christie 25, 8:41. 
2-43, Henderson 1-16. Minnesota, Walters 8- dealeorie, Fane: 1 Brana 18 Tennessee 24: Second Quarter N.0.—FG, Brien 20, :44 Fourth Quarter Buf.—Jackson 1 pass from 
177. PUNT RETURNS— Green Bay, Rossum 2- ge 1. , Spikes 1. Cleveland 0: N:0.—Knight 31 interception return (Brien Flutie (Christie kioh), 3:29. N.E.—Faulk 13 run 


kick), 2:30. N.O.—FG, Brien 46, 15:00. 
Third Quarter At!—Vaughn 88 kickoff return 


(Vinatieri kick), 10:15 


13. SACKS— Green Bay, Holliday 1. 
Overtime N.E—FG, Vinatieri 24, 14:41 


Minnesota, €. McDaniel 1, T. Williams 1. Cuiers 20, Broncos 7 


ee eee 
Denver o700 ti 


First Quarter Ten.—FG, Del Greco 33, 4:49. 
Ten.—E. George 1 run (Del Greco kick), 9:17. 


BencaLs 17, Jacuars 14 
Jacksonville ..0 7 7 0 14 
Cincinnati ......0 0 710 7 
Second Quarter Jac.—J. Smith 3 pass from 
Brunell (Hollis kick), 14: 
Third Quarter Cin.—Warrick 82 punt return 
(Rackers kick), 4:03, Jac.—Taylor 5 run (Hollis, 
kick), 10:03 
Fourth Quarter Cin—S. Mitchell 12 run 
(Rackers kick), 13:45. Cin.—FG, Rackers 27, 
15:00. 


A—50,469 

Jac. Cin. 
First Downs 17 15 
Rushes-Yards 34-114 = 27-106 
Passing 162 157 
Punt Returns 2-6 3-87 
Kickoff Returns 3-59 2-26 
Interception Returns 1-14 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 19-28-0 10-22-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 4-14 
Punts 8-29 5-36 
Fumbles-Lost 3-1 3-3 
Penalties-Yards 6-47 6-40 
Time of Possession 37:15 22:45 


InpivinuaL Stanstics 
RUSHING— Jacksonville, Taylor 32-110, 
Brunell 1-2, Stith 1-2. Cincinnati, Dillon 17-76, 
Bennett 7-14, Warrick 2-4, S. Mitchell 1-12. 
PASSING— Jacksonville, Brunell 19-28-0-170. 
Cincinnati, S. Mitchell 10-22-1-171. 


Kansas City. 3.0 710 20 
First Quarter K.C.—FG, Peterson 40, 7:31. 
Second Quarter Den.—Suttle 0 fumble return 
(Elam kick), 3:34. 
Third Quarter K.C—Moreau 2 run (Peterson 
kick), 5:37. 
Fourth Quarter K.C.—Richardson 28 run 
(Peterson kick), 7:46. K.C.—FG, Peterson 27, 
14:27. 

A—78,406 


Den. KC. 
First Downs 11 24 
Rushes-Yards 14-66 41-264 
Passing 225 160 
Punt Returns 3-24 4-8 
Kickoff Returns 5-92 2-43 
Interception Returns 0-0 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 22-35-0 14-28-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-9 0-0 
Punts 7-42 6-44 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 4-2 
Penalties-Yards 7-51 6-51 
Time of Possession 25:26 34:34 


InpivipuaL Statistics 
RUSHING— Denver, Anderson 12-62, Frerotte 2- 
4. Kansas City, Richardson 23-156, Moreau 14- 
‘59, Grbac 3-38, Alexander 1-11. PASSING— 
Denver, Frerotte 22-34-0-234, Jackson 0-1-0-0. 
Kansas City, Grbac 14-28-0-160. RECEIVING— 
Denver, McCaffrey 8-84, R. Smith 6-101, 
Anderson 3-29, Chamberlain 2-16, Carswell 2-2, 


Second Quarter Ten.—E. George 2 run (Del 
Greco kick), 3:11. 
Fourth Quarter Ten.—E. George 35 run (Del 
Greco kick), 2:09. 


A—72,318 

Ten. Cle. 
First Downs 19 6 
Rushes-Yards 47-212 17-50 
Passing 93 63 
Punt Returns 3-24 1-5 
Kickoff Returns 1-35 5-89 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-0 
Comp-Att-Int 12-20-1 13-30-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-12 2-12 
Punts 4-37 7-40 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 4-2 
Penalties-Yards 3-25 7-66 
Time of Possession 38:53 21:07 


INpivinuaL Stanistics 
RUSHING— Tennessee, E. George 34-176, 
Thomas 11-27, McNair 2-9. Cleveland, 
Prentice 12-32, White 4-3, Pederson 1-15. 
PASSING— Tennessee, McNair 10-18-1-79, 
O'Donnell 2-2-0-26. Cleveland, Pederson 13- 
30-0-75. RECEIVING— Tennessee, Wycheck 
3-9, Thigpen 2-27, Sanders 2-13, Neal 2-8, 
Mason 1-33, Kinney 1-15, E. George 1-0. 
Cleveland, Patten 3-26, Prentice 2-13, White 2~ 
12, Shea 2-8, Johnson 2-3, Edwards 1-7, B. 
Brown 1-6, MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— 
None. INTERCEPTIONS— Cleveland, Fuller 1-0. 
KICKOFF RETURNS— Tennessee, Mason 1-35. 


(Andersen kick), :17. N.0.—Allen 2 run (Brien 


kick), 5:15. 
Fourth Quarter N.0.—FG, Brien 47, 10:06. 
A—64,900 

Atl. NO. 
First Downs 9 19 
Rushes-Yards 21-64 30-92 
Passing 99 281 
Punt Returns 2-16 5-5, 
Kickoff Returns 5-175 2-46 
Interception Returns 0-0 2-31 
Comp-Att-Int 9-20-2 24-35-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-27 1-4 
Punts 7-40 5-44 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1 
Penalties-Yards 5-33 7-50 
Time of Possession 25:26 = 34:34 


INpMinuaL Stanstics 
RUSHING—Atlanta, Anderson 18-53, Chandler 
2-9, Johnson 1-2. New Orleans, Allen 21-82, 
Brooks 5-7, Gowin 1-5, Morton 1-4, Milne 1-0, 
Hom 1-(minus 6), PASSING—Atlanta, Chandler 
4-10-1-81, Johnson 5-10-1-45, New Orleans, 
Brooks 24-35-0-285. RECEIVING—Atlanta, 
Anderson 3-79, Kozlowski 2-15, Christian 2-8, 
Mathis 1-15, R. Kelly 1-9. New Orleans, Horn 7- 
116, Jackson 4-47, Poole 3-40, A. Glover 3-29, 
Morton 3-24, Milne 2-9, Wilson 1-13, Allen 1-7. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. 
INTERCEPTIONS— New Orleans, Knight 1-31 
Molden 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS—Atianta, 
Dwight 3-58, Vaughn 2-117. New Orleans, 
McAfee 2-46, PUNT RETURNS—Atlanta, Dwight 


A—47,230 


NE. Buf. 
First Downs 19 19 
Rushes-Yards 48-189 40-178 
Passing 142 169 
Punt Returns 5-33 3-10 
Kickoff Returns 3-85 3-33 
Interception Returns 0-0 0-0 
Comp-Att-int 13-26-0 16-28-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-14 4-28 
Punts 7-42 7-29 
Fumbles-Lost 5-0 4-1 
Penalties-Yards 9-75 6-54 
Time of Possession 39:38 35:03 


Inpivinuat Stansiics 
RUSHING— New England, Redmond 20-66, 
Faulk 14-52, T. Carter 9-34, Brown 2-23, 
Bledsoe 2-14, L. Johnson 1-0. Buffalo, Bryson 
19-82, Morris 11-43, Flutie 9-50, A. Smith 1-3. 
PASSING— New England, Bledsoe 13-26-0- 
156. Buffalo, Flutie 15-25-0-193, Johnson 1- 
3-0-4. RECEIVING— New England, Glenn 6- 
70, Wiggins 3-42, Brown 2-15, T. Carter 1-21, 
Faulk 1-8. Buffalo, P. Price 3-68, McDaniel 3- 
38, Bryson 3-34, Morris 3-11, Moulds 2-26, 
Riemersma 1-19, Jackson 1-1. MISSED FIELD 
GOAL ATTEMPTS— New England, Vinatieri 27. 
Buffalo, Christie 23, 30. INTERCEPTIONS— 
None. KICKOFF RETURNS— New England, 
Jackson 3-85. Buffalo, Watson 2-26, Linton 1- 
7. PUNT RETURNS— New England, Brown 5- 
33, Buffalo, P. Price 3-10. SACKS—New 
England, Eaton 2, McGinest 2. Buffalo, Wiley 1 


N SCOREBOARD 


feck 1 Week2 Week3 Week4 WeekS Week6 Week? Week8 Week9 Week 10 Week11 Week12 Week 13 Week 14 Week 15 Week 16 NFC WLT PE PA 
W-ARI___W-atPhi_W-atChi__L-WAS _L-atTen_W-atAtl_W-DAL__x W-PHI_W-atCle L-STL__L-DET _W-at Ari_W-atWas W-PIT _W-at Dal_New York 11_4 0 .733 300 221 7-1-0 9-3-0 JACE 
W-atDal L-NYG _L-atGB__W-atNO W-ATL__L-WAS _W-atAri_W-CHI _L-atNYG W-DAL _W-atPit_W-ARI__W-atWas L-TEN _W-atCle_x Philadelphia_10 5 0 .667 335 238 5-3-0 8-4-0 CIN 
W-CAR__L-atDet_L-DAL* _W-at NYG W-TB W-at Phi_W-BAL W-atJac L-TEN* L-atAri__x W-at StL* L-PHI L-NYG _L-atDal__L-at Pitt Washington 7 8 0 .467 261 266 2-5-0 5-6-0 ARI 
L-PHI___L-atAri__W-at Was* L-SF W-at Car_x L-atNYG W-ARI _L-JAC__L-atPhi__W-CIN _L-atBal_L-MIN§ L-atTB_ W-WAS _L-NYG Dallas 510 0 .333 294 330 3-5-0 4-8-0 at Ten* 
L-atNYG W-DAL___x L-GB L-atSF_W-CLE L-PHI__L-atDal_L-NO W-WAS __L-atMin_L-atPhi_L-NYG__L-atCin_L-atJac_L-BAL Arizona 312 0 .200 207 423 2-5-0 2-9-0 at Was 
W-CHI__W-MIA__W-atNE__x W-at Det _W-TB* _W-at Chi W-BUF _L-atTB__L-atGB* W-ARI _W-CAR _W-at Dal§ W-DET{ _L-at StL__L-GB Minnesota __11_4 0 .733 387 340 5-3-0 8-4-0 atind 
W-atNE W-CHI  W-atDet_L-NYJ___L-at Was_L-at Min* x L-DET¢ _W-MIN _W-atAtl_W-GB L-atChi_W-BUF __W-DAL___W-at Mia_STL* Tampa Bay 9 5 0 .643 336 217 4-3-0 6-4-0 atGB 
W-atNO_W-WAS __L-TB W-atChi L-MIN W-GB__x W-at TBt L-atInd L-MIA__W-ATL__W-at NYG W-NE§__L-at Mint L-atGB___W-at NYJ Detroit 9 6 0 600 287 284 3-4-0 7-4-0 CHI 
L-NYJ —_L-atBuf__W-PHI W-at Ari_L-CHI L-atDet_W-SF x L-atMia_W-MIN* L-atTB W-IND _L-atCar* W-atChi_W-DET _W-at Min Green Bay 8 7 0 533 336 309 4-3-0 7-4-0 TB 
L-atMin L-atTB L-NYG _L-DET__W-atGB_L-NO L-MIN_L-atPhi__x W-IND _L-atBuf_W-TB__L-atNYJ_L-GB W-NE L-atSF_ Chicago 411 0 .267 193 335 2-5-0 2-9-0 atDet 
L-DET _W-atSD_L-atSea_L-PHI x W-at Chi_W-CAR_W-at Atl W-at Ari_W-SF W-atCar L-OAK W-atStL_L-DEN _W-atSF_W-ATL__NewOrleans_10 5 0 .667 333 279 7-0-0 9-2-0 STL 
W-DEN* W-at Sea_W-SF W-at Atl_W-SD x W-ATL__L-atKC__W-atSF_L-CAR__W-at NYG L-WAS* _L-NO L-atCar_W-MIN at TB* St. Louis 9 5 0 643 479 412 4-3-0 6-4-0 atNO 
L-atWas W-atSF_L-ATL x L-DAL___W-SEA__L-atNO_W-SF L-at Atl W-at StL_L-NO L-atMin_W-GB* _W-STL___L-atKC__W-SD__ Carolina 7 8 0 467 301 258 4-4-0 5-7-0 atOak 
L-atAtl L-CAR  L-atStL W-atDal W-ARI _L-OAK _L-atGB__L-atCar_L-STL___L-atNO__W-KC W-ATL__x W-atSD__L-NO W-CHI__ San Francisco 6 9 0 .400 379 384 1-7-0 4-8-0 at Dent 
W-SF___L-atDen W-atCar L-STL_L-atPhi_L-NYG  L-atStL_L-NO W-CAR___L-TB L-atDet_L-atSF_L-atOak L-SEA_ x L-atNO_ Atlanta 312 0 .200 223 400 3-5-0 3-9-0 KC 
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PANTHERS 30, CHARGERS 22 
San Diego .214 6 0 
Carolina .........7 013 10 
First Quarter Car—Muhammad 11 pass from 
Beuerlein (Nedney Kick), 5:35. S.0.—Safety, S. 
Beuerlein sacked in end zone by A. Fontenot 
for a safety, 13:28. 
‘Second Quarter S.D. 
Leaf (Carney kick), 2:15. S.D. 
ception return (Carney kick), 7:42. 
Third Quarter Car.—Byrd 34 pass from 
Beuerlein (Nedney kick), 2:14. S.0.—Heiden 4 
pass from Leaf (run failed), 7:02. Car— 
Uwaezuoke 64 punt return (pass failed), 13:08. 
Fourth Quarter Car—FG, Nedney 18, 1:20. 
Car—Evans 54 blocked FG return (Nedney 


kick), 5:27. 
A—72,159 

S.D. Car, 
First Downs 19 13 
Rushes-Yards 34-100 15-11 
Passing 258 158 
Punt Returns 1-3 3-93 
Kickoff Returns 4-68 4-76 
Interception Returns 1-36 1-0 
Comp-Att-Int 23-43-1 18-40-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-1 3-22 
Punts 9-38 8-39 
Fumbles-Lost 3-1 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 10-95 7-45 
Time of Possession 35:08 24:52 


Inpivipuat Stanstics 
RUSHING—San Diego, Fletcher 16-47, Fazande 
12-31, Leaf 5-13, Conway 1-9. Carolina, 
Beuerlein 4-5, Hoover 4-3, Biakabutuka 3- 
(minus 11), Hetherington 2-1, Muhammad 1-8, 
Lewis 1-5. PASSING—San Diego, Leaf 23-43- 
1-259, Carolina, Beuerlein 12-27-0-139, Lewis 
6-13-1-41. RECEIVING—San Diego, Fletcher 
7-66, Conway 5-63, F. Jones 4-43, J. Graham 
3-59, McCrary 2-15, Gaylor 1-9, Heiden 1-4, 
Carolina, Muhammad 9-72, Hayes 3-29, 
Hetherington 3-21, Mangum 2-24, Byrd 1-34, 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— San Diego, 
Carney 37. INTERCEPTIONS— San Diego, 
Dixon 1-36. Carolina, Woodall 1-0. KICKOFF 
RETURNS— San Diego, Bynum 2-43, R. 
Jenkins 1-14, R. Jones 1-11. Carolina, Bates 3- 
65, Hetherington 1-11. PUNT RETURNS— San 
Diego, R. Jones 1-3. Carolina, Uwaezuoke 3-93, 
SACKS— San Diego, Mickell 2, Fontenot 1. 
Carolina, Morabito 1. 


Lions 10, Jets 7 


First Quarter NYJ—Martin 1 run (Hall kick), 
9:11, 


Third Quarter Det—FG, Hanson 35, 8:19. 
Fourth Quarter Det—Hartings 0 fumble 
return (Hanson kick), 9:17. 


A—77,513 

Det. NYJ 
First Downs 16 12 
Rushes-Yards 44-210 18-51 
Passing 78 189 
Punt Returns 1-15 4-37 
Kickoff Returns 3-66 2-30 
Interception Returns 1-0 1-27 
Comp-Att-Int 8-18-1  21-36-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-32 1-5 
Punts 7-42 7-41 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 24 
Penalties-Yards 4-25 7-45 
Time of Possession 34:18 25:42 


InpivipuaL Stansncs 
RUSHING— Detroit, J. Stewart 37-164, Batch 
4-12, Bates 3-34. New York, Martin 16-52, 
Testaverde 1-0, Sowell 1-(minus 1). 
PASSING— Detroit, Batch 8-18-1-110. New 
York, Testaverde 21-36-1-194. RECEIVING— 
Detroit, Morton 2-31, Sloan 2-31, Crowell 2-5, 
J. Stewart 1-32, Schlesinger 1-11. New York, 
Martin 5-57, R. Anderson 5-22, Ward 4-25, 
Chrebet 3-43, Sowell 2-20, W. Hayes 1-22, 
Becht 1-5. MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— 


New York, Hall 47, 35. INTERCEPTIONS— 
Detroit, Boyd 1-0. New York, V, Green 1-27, 
KICKOFF RETURNS— Detroit, Howard 3-66. 
New York, Stone 1-21, Sowell 1-9. PUNT 
RETURNS— Detroit, Howard 1-15. New York, 
Ward 3-33, L. Johnson 1-4. SACKS— Detroit, 
Aldridge 1. New York, Ellis 2, Phifer 2, Lewis 1. 


49ers 17, Bears 0 
oooo 0 
7370 
First Quarter S.-—Clark 1 pass from Garcia 
(Richey kick), 6:01. 

Second Quarter S.-—FG, Richey 28, 14:57. 
Third Quarter S.LA—Owens 27 pass from 
Garcia (Richey kick), 7:45. 


A—68,306 

Chi. SF 
First Downs 8 26 
Rushes-Yards 18-39 27-78 
Passing 65 378 
Punt Returns 4-39 6-36 
Kickoff Returns 3-44 1-19 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-5 
Comp-Att-Int 9-29-1  36-44-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-8 5-24 
Punts 9-44 6-45 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 4-1 
Penalties-Yards 4-30 9-80 
Time of Possession 20:52 39:08 


InpivipuaL Starisncs 
RUSHING— Chicago, Allen 16-31, Booker 1-5, 
McNown 1-3. San Francisco, Garner 14-43, 
Garcia 7-16, Beasley 3-9, Smith 2-5, Owens 1- 
5. PASSING— Chicago, McNown 9-29-1-73. 
San Francisco, Garcia 36-44-0-402. 
RECEIVING— Chicago, Booker 5-47, Kennison 
1-10, Bates 1-8, Lyman 1-4, Sinceno 1-4. San 
Francisco, Owens 20-283, Rice 7-76, Garner 
4-18, Clark 3-20, Stokes 1-3, Beasley 1-2. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— San 
Francisco, Richey 33. INTERCEPTIONS— San 
Francisco, Montgomery 1-5. KICKOFF 
RETURNS— Chicago, Milburn 2-42, Tuinel 1-2. 
San Francisco, Lewis 1-19, PUNT RETURNS— 
Chicago, Milburn 4-39. San Francisco, K. 
Williams 6-36. SACKS— Chicago, S. Harris 1, 
Urlacher 1, Colvin 1, Parrish 1, Tuinei 1. San 
Francisco, Peterson 1, Heard 1. 


Ravens 13, CARDINALS 7 
Baltimore . 3.010 0 
Arizona . oo70 7 
First Quarter Bal—FG, Stover 42, 7:48. 

Third Quarter Ariz—Sanders 27 pass from 
Plummer (Blanchard kick), 5:19. Bal—Ja. 
Lewis 1 run (Stover kick), 8:42. Bal—FG, 
Stover 42, 14:39. 


A—37,452 

Bal. — Ariz. 
First Downs 14 18 
Rushes-Yards 37-177 = 23-51 
Passing 37 258 
Punt Returns 3-59 3-31 
Kickoff Returns 2-47 4-88 
Interception Returns 2-75 1-3 
Comp-Att-Int 12-22-1 23-43-2 
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-33 2-8 
Punts 7-39 4-45 
Fumbles-Lost 3-41 3-2 
Penalties-Yards 6-64 3-15 
Time of Possession 31:57 28:03 


InpivipuaL Stanstics 
RUSHING— Baltimore, Ja. Lewis 29-126, 
Holmes 4-28, Dilfer 3-17, Stokley 1-6. Arizona, 
Jones 14-39, Pittman 5-6, Plummer 4-6. 
PASSING— Baltimore, Dilfer 12-22-1-70. 
Arizona, Plummer 23-43-2-266. RECEIVING— 
Baltimore, Sharpe 4-37, Ja. Lewis 3-5, 
Johnson 2-27, Coates 2-8, Holmes 1-(minus 
7).Arizona, Jones 7-41, Boston 5-93, Sanders 
5-76, Cody 2-31, Hardy 2-18, McKinley 1-4, 
Pittman 1-3, MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS— Arizona, Blanchard 46. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Baltimore, Sharper 1-45, 
Starks 1-30. Arizona, Tillman 1-3. KICKOFF 
RETURNS— Baltimore, Harris 2-47. Arizona, 


Jenkins 4-88, PUNT RETURNS— Baltimore, 
Starks 3-59. Arizona, Cody 3-31. SACKS— 
Baltimore, Burnett 2. Arizona, Smith 2, Knight 
1, Wadsworth 1. 


Cots 20, DovpHins 13 
Indianapolis ...710 3 0 
Miami.........0 3 7 3 
First Quarter Ind.—Pollard 50 pass from 
Manning (Vanderjagt kick), 4:49. 

Second Quarter Ind.—Manning 4 run 

(Vanderjagt kick), 2:38. Mia.—FG, Mare 25, 

13:06. Ind—FG, Vanderjagt 48, 15:00, 

Third Quarter Ind—FG, Vanderjagt 31, 8:19. 

Mia.—L. Smith 8 run (Mare kick), 12:17. 

Fourth Quarter Mia—FG, Mare 31, 11:35. 
A—73,884 


20 
13 


Ind. Mia. 
First Downs 20 14 
Rushes-Yards 35-132 26-140 
Passing 195 132 
Punt Returns 3-7 2-2 
Kickoff Returns 3-44 3-63, 
Interception Returns 1-0 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 21-28-0  12-26-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-11 4-18 
Punts 6-37 5-40 
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 2-2 
Penalties-Yards 4-35 8-45 
Time of Possession 33:50 26:10 


Inpiipuat Stansnics 
RUSHING— Indianapolis, James 32-112, 
Manning 3-20. Miami, L. Smith 22-97, Denson 
2-11, Fiedler 1-29, Johnson 1-3. PASSING— 
Indianapolis, Manning 21-28-0-206. Miami, 
Fiedler 12-25-1-150, L. Smith 0-1-0-0. 
RECEIVING— Indianapolis, Harrison 6-47, 
Pollard 5-74, James 5-31, Pathon 3-39, Dilger 
2-15. Miami, Martin 4-67, Gadsden 3-40, L. 
Smith 3-10, Weaver 1-24, Denson 1-9. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— None. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Indianapolis, Burris 1-0. 
KICKOFF RETURNS— Indianapolis, Wilkins 3- 
44, Miami, Denson 2-39, Williams 1-24. PUNT 
RETURNS— Indianapolis, Wilkins 3-7. Miami, 
Ogden 2-2. SACKS— Indianapolis, M. Thomas 
2, J. Williams 4, Bratzke %, Team 1. Miami, 
Taylor 1. 


Giants 17, Cowsoys 13 

N.Y. Giants ......0 0 710 

Dallas... 7600 

First Quarter Dal—. Smith 1 run (Seder 
_ Kick), 10:40, 

Second Quarter Dal—FG, Seder 47, 2:23. 

Dal.—FG, Seder 43, 12:44. 

Third Quarter NYG—Toomer 33 pass from 

Collins (Daluiso kick), 12:31. 

Fourth Quarter NYG—Barber 13 run (Daluiso 

kick), 6:45. NYG—FG, Daluiso 44, 13:11. 

A—61,311 


7 
13 


NYG Dal. 
First Downs 12 15 
Rushes-Yards 31-99 30-75 
Passing 126 70 
Punt Returns 2-35 1-5 
Kickoff Returns 4-91 4-80 
Interception Returns 1-4 1-0 
Comp-Att-Int 12-26-1 13-25-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-14 5-49 
Punts 6-32 5-43 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-2 
Penalties-Yards 7-79 7-75 
Time of Possession 28:36 = 31:24 


InpmipuaL Stanstics 
RUSHING— New York, Barber 20-80, Dayne 8- 
19, Collins 2-(minus 1), Dixon 1-1. Dallas, E. 
Smith 24-46, Wright 4-26, Thomas 1-3, Wiley 
1-0. PASSING— New York, Collins 12-26-1- 
140, Dallas, Wright 13-25-1-119. 
RECEIVING— New York, Barber 4-47, Toomer 
3-58, Mitchell 2-12, Cross 1-9, Comella 1-7, 
Hilliard 1-7, Dallas, Wiley 4-14, Harris 3-28, 
McKnight 2-45, McGarity 2-17, Tucker 1-13, 
Thomas 1-2. MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS— New York, Daluiso 45, 40. 


INTERCEPTIONS— New York, McDaniel 1-4. 
Dallas, Sparks 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS— New 
York, Dixon 4-91. Dallas, Tucker 4-80. PUNT 
RETURNS— New York, Barber 2-35. Dallas, 
McGarity 1-5. SACKS— New York, Strahan 24, 
K. Hamilton 1%, Armstead 1. Dallas, Ekuban 1. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 


Sreevens 24, Repskins 3 
Washington ...3 0 0 0 3 
Pittsburgh ......017 0 7 24 
First Quarter Was—FG, Murray 32, 11:58. 
Second Quarter Pit—FG, K. Brown 28, 5:04 
Pit.—Poteat 53 punt return (K. Brown kick), 
11:25. Pit—Huntley 3 run (K. Brown kick), 14:32, 
Fourth Quarter Pit—Huntley 30 run (K. Brown 


kick), 4:18. 
A—58,183 

Was. Pit. 
First Downs 14 21 
Rushes-Yards 21-64 45-190 
Passing 207 174 
Punt Returns 1-7 2-56 
Kickoff Returns 5-102 2-36, 
Interception Returns 0-0 2-0 
Comp-Att-Int 18-32-2 11-21-0 
‘Sacked-Yards Lost 3-24 1-4 
Punts 5-41 5-43 
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 4-1 
Penalties-Yards 7-70 6-40 
Time of Possession 24:53 35:07 


InpminuaL Staristics 
RUSHING— Washington, Davis 16-39, Centers 
4-35, Thrash 1-(minus 10). Pittsburgh, Bettis 
25-104, Stewart 8-9, Huntley 7-56, Zereoue 3- 
9, Ward 1-12, Miller 1-0. PASSING— 
Washington, George 15-27-2-178, B. Johnson 
3-5-0-53. Pittsburgh, Stewart 11-21-0-175. 
RECEIVING— Washington, Centers 7-67, 
Alexander 4-85, Fryar 2-28, Davis 2-12, 
Connell 1-17, Reed 1-14, Thrash 1-8. 
Pittsburgh, Shaw 3-71, Ward 3-31, Hawkins 2- 
15, Bettis 1-25, Bruener 1-21, Edwards 1-12. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— None. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Pittsburgh, Washington 1-0, 
Scott 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS— Washington, 
Thrash 3-54, Murrell 2-48. Pittsburgh, 
Blackwell 2-36. PUNT RETURNS— 
Washington, Sanders 1-7. Pittsburgh, Poteat 2- 
56. SACKS— Washington, Stubblefield 1. 
Pittsburgh, Gildon 1%, Porter 1, Alexander 4. 


SEAHAWKS 27, RAIDERS 24 
Oakland TY Bh te 
Seattle 10 3 014 
First Quarter Sea.—Strong 13 pass from 
Kitna (Lindell kick), 3:17. Oak—Rison 14 pass 
from Gannon (Janikowski kick), 7:48, Sea— 
FG, Lindell 40, 14:02. 

Second Quarter Qak—FG, Janikowski 25, 
8:56. Sea —FG, Lindell 52, 15:00. 

Third Quarter Oak.—Jordan 6 run 
(Janikowski kick), 8:02. 

Fourth Quarter Oak.—Jordan 7 run 
(Janikowski kick), 3:12. Sea—Alexander 4 run 
(pass failed), 9:44. Sea- 
led in end zone by J.Williams for a safety, 
12:36, Sea.—Jackson 9 pass from Kitna (run 
failed), 14:32. 


24 
27 


A—68,681 

Oak. Sea. 
First Downs 15 18 
Rushes-Yards 42-227 31-173 
Passing 134 153 
Punt Returns 1-15 2-17 
Kickoff Returns 3-64 6-144 
Interception Returns 1-0 3-35 
Comp-Att-Int 5-17-3 19-32-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-2 3-24 
Punts 4-46 6-32 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 5-1 
Penalties-Yards 7-45 5-55 
Time of Possession 31:06 = 28:54 


Inpiipua StansTics 
RUSHING— Oakland, Wheatley 26-146, Jordan 
11-55, Gannon 5-26. Seattle, Watters 26-168, 
Kitna 3-1, Alexander 2-4. PASSING— Oakland, 
Gannon 5-17-3-136. Seattle, Kitna 19-30-1- 
177, T. Brown 0-1-0-0, Feagles 0-1-0-0. 
RECEIVING— Oakland, Brown 2-52, Jordan 1- 
55, Dudley 1-15, Rison 1-14. Seattle, Jackson 
4-52, Watters 4-37, Dawkins 4-30, Strong 3- 
19, Mili 2-21, Mayes 1-10, Fauria 1-8. MISSED 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— Oakland, Janikowski 
50. INTERCEPTIONS— Oakland, Woodson 1-0. 
Seattle, Bell 1-30, W. Williams 1-5, Kacyvenski 
1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS— Oakland, Dunn 3- 
64. Seattle, Rogers 5-125, R. Brown 1-19. 
PUNT RETURNS— Oakland, Dunn 1-15. Seattle, 
Rogers 2-17. SACKS— Oakland, Pope 1 
Upshaw 1, Bryant 1. Seattle, Sinclair 1 


INDAY’S GAME 


Conts 44, Bis 20 

Buffalo 336 8 
Indianapolis ...3 6 14 21 
First Quarter Buf.—FG, Christie 29, 8:05. 
Ind.—FG, Vanderjagt 37, 12:32. 
Second Quarter Ind—FG, Vanderjagt 23, 
2:43, Buf—FG, Christie 46, 8:28. Ind.—FG, 
Vanderjagt 39, 15:00. 
Third Quarter ind—James 1 run (Vanderjagt 
kick), 4:08, Ind.—Holsey 48 fumble return 
(Vanderjagt kick), 11:02. Buf—Morris 1 run 
(run failed), 14:25. 
Fourth Quarter Ind.—James 1 run (Vanderjagt 
kick), 4:45. Ind—Muhammad 40 interception 
return (Vanderjagt kick), 5:09. Buf—P. Price 
29 pass from Flutie (Bryson run), 8:36. Ind.— 
James 13 run (Vanderjagt kick), 10:49. 

A—56,671 


20 


Buf. Ind. 
First Downs 16 20 
Rushes-Yards 22-66 32-121 
Passing 228 116 
Punt Returns 1-12 4-39 
Kickoff Returns 6-140 = 4-80 
Interception Returns 0-0 2-40 
Comp-Att-Int 18-34-2 13-24-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 9-42 2-16 
Punts 6-34 5-44 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-0 
Penalties-Yards 10-106 = 7-67 
Time of Possession 31:52 28:08 


InpivipuaL Starsncs 
RUSHING— Buffalo, Bryson 15-45, Morris 5-7, 
Johnson 2-14. Indianapolis, James 27-111, 
Gordon 2-12, Manning 2-(minus 2), Wilkins 1- 
0. PASSING— Buffalo, Johnson 12-22-2-188, 
Flutie 6-12-0-82. Indianapolis, Manning 13- 
24-0-132. RECEIVING— Buffalo, Bryson 6-75, 
P. Price 4-93, Morris 4-27, Moulds 2-47, 
McDaniel 2-28. Indianapolis, Pathon 3-31, 
James 3-21, Wilkins 2-37, Harrison 2-27, 
Pollard 1-9, Dilger 1-7, Finn 1-0, MISSED 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. 
INTERCEPTIONS— Indianapolis, Muhammad 1- 
40, Burris 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS— Buffalo, 
Watson 3-77, Bryson 3-63. Indianapolis, 
Pathon 3-70, Holsey 1-10. PUNT RETURNS— 
Buffalo, P. Price 1-12. Indianapolis, Wilkins 4- 
39. SACKS— Buffalo, Newman 1, S, Price 1. 
Indianapolis, Scioli 2, Bennett 2, Burris 1, 
Belser 1, Bratzke 1, Chester 1, M. Thomas 1. 


Statistics provided by STATS Inc. 
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leek1__Week 2’ Week'3__Week4 _Week'S Week 6 Week 7 _Weeki8 Week 9’ Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 Week 15 Week 16 Al L 
EA Min JAL__W-NE___W-at Cin x L-atNYJ* W-GB__W-atDet_W-atSD_L-NYJ__W-atInd_W-at Buf_L-TB IND___Miami 10_5 0 667 296 202 
W-atGB_W-NE* _W-BUF _W-atTB_ x W-atNE_W-MIA* L-at Buf L-DEN _L-atind W-atMia W-CHI__W-IND__L-at Oak _L-DET __New York 6 0 600 301 287 6-2-0 6-5-0 at Bal 
WeatKC_L-OAK x W-JAG* _W-at Buf W-atSea W-NE__W-DET__L-atChi_ W-NYJ__L-atGB_L-MIA__L-atNYJ_W-BUF* _W-at Mia Indianapolis _9 6 0 600 398 316 5-3-0 8-4-0 MIN 
W-TEN  W-GB__L-atNYJ_x LIND _L-atMia_W-SD_L-atMin W-NYJ W-atNE W-CHI  W-atKC L-atTB_L-MIA___L-atInd* _L-NE Buffalo 7 8 0 .467 273 327 2-6-0 5-6-0 at Seat 
L-TB__L-at NYJ* L-MIN L-atMia_W-atDen W-INDL-NYJ _L-atind__x L-BUF _L-atCle W-CIN _L-atDet§ W-KC* _L-atChi__W-at Buf New England __510 0 .333 252 311 0. 0 MIA 
L-atBuf W-KC__ x W-at Pit _W-NYG _W-atCin_W-JAC* W-atBal W-atWas*W-PIT _L-BAL _W-CLE __L-atJac_W-atPhi W-CIN  W-atCle Tennessee __12_3 0 800.315 191 8-2-0 9-3-0 DAL* 
W-at Pit W-JAC  L-atMia_W-CIN _W-atCle_W-atJac L-atWas L-TEN _L-PIT W-at Cin_W-atTen W-DAL_W-CLE x W-SD W-at Ari Baltimore _11_4 0.733 299145 8-2-0 9-3-0 NYJ 
L-BAL__x L-atCle_L-TEN _W-atJac W-atNYJ W-CIN  W-CLE _W-atBal_L-at Ten _L-PHI L-JAC__W-atCin_W-OAK _L-at NYG _W-WAS¢ Pittsburgh 8 7 0 .533 287 234 5-5-0 7-5-0 atSD 
W-atCle L-atBal W-CIN _L-atInd* L-PIT L-BAL _L-atTen* L-WAS _W-atDal_x L-SEA_W-atPit W-TEN W-CLE _W-ARI__L-at Cin Jacksonville __7 8 0 .467 342 299 5-5-0 5-7-0 atNYGt 
x L-CLE L-atJac__L-atBal L-MIA _L-TEN _L-atPit W-DEN  W-atCle L-BAL L-atDal L-atNE L-PIT _W-ARI__L-atTen W-JAC Cincinnati 411 0 .267 178 343 2-8-0 3-10-0_at Phi 
L-JAC___W-at Cin_W-PIT L-atOak L-BAL _L-atAri__L-atDen L-atPit  L-CINL-NYG _W-NE L-atTen_L-atBal__L-at Jac_L-PHI L-TEN Cleveland 313 0.188 161 419 2-8-03-10-0 x 
W-SD___We-atind L-DEN  W-CLE x W-atSF_W-atKC W-SEA W-atSD W-KC__L-atDen* W-atNO W-ATL_L-atPit W-NYJ _L-at Sea$Oakland 11_4 0 733 427 290 5-3-0 8-4-0 CAR 
L-at StL* W-ATL___W-at Oak _L-KC L-NE W-atSD_W-CLE__L-atCin_x W-atNYJ W-OAK* W-SD___W-atSea W-atNO W-SEA__L-atKC Denver 10_5 0 .667 447 360_6-2-0 8-4-0 SFt > 
| L-IND__L-atTen_W-SD W-at Den W-SEA* _x L-OAK _W-STL___W-atSea_L-atQak L-atSF_L-BUF _L-atSD _L-atNE* W-CAR W-DEN KansasCity _7 8 0 .467 342 325 5-3-0 5-7-0 atAtl Pad 
L-atMia_L-STL___W-NO W-atSD_L-atKC* L-atCar L-IND  L-atOak L-KC W-SD__W-atJac_x L-DEN _W-at Atl_L-atDen_W-OAK} Seattle 6 9 0 .400 297 363 3-5-0 4-7-0 BUFE 
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Rangers owner Tom Hicks saw it as an investment, not a cost. By refusing to scrape nickels off the 
table, he landed Alex Rodriguez, the most prized free agent in baseball history. By Sean Deveney 


CEO of the Hicks, Muse, Tate & Furst Inc. 

leveraged-buyout firm, was sitting with Stanley 
Gold, the president of Shamrock Holdings Inc. 
The two already had agreed on a deal in which 
Hicks would purchase Shamrock Broadcasting's 
19 radio stations for $385 million, the largest 
group transaction in the history of radio, and 
merge them with one of his companies. But, at 
the last minute, Gold was wavering. He wanted 
$10 million more. 

Hicks’ advisers told him to forget it, that Gold 


[ was 1995, and Tom Hicks, the chairman and 
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could not change the deal so close to completion. 
But that went against Hicks’ instinct. He says he 
always thought people don’t like to do business 
with those who “scrape the last nickel off the 
table.” If he were going to spend $385 million on 
the stations, then what was another $10 million? 
Gold got $395 million. 

When Hicks, whose hobbies include owning the 
Texas Rangers, sat down with Rangers general 
manager Doug Melvin and Scott Boras, the agent 
for free agent shortstop Alex Rodriguez, last week 
in a suite at the Wyndham Anatole Hotel in 


Dallas, his mindset was the same as it was when 
the Shamrock deal nearly collapsed. He knew 
what he wanted: Rodriguez. And he was not going 
to scrape nickels to get him. Both sides wanted a 
10-year deal, but Boras wanted the deal to be 
laced with clauses that would allow his client to be 
a free agent. 

To get Boras to give up the out clauses, Hicks 
kept hiking the salary offer. Hicks got Boras down 
to an out clause after seven years; Boras got Hicks 
up to $252 million. 

The deal, of course, set off a stream of invectives 


bounded only by the 
space limitations and 
vocabularies of sports- 
writers and_ television 
commentators. Boras and 
Rodriguez have absorbed 
some of the potshots, but 
Hicks has been the prime 
target. He has been called 
a fool and the harbinger 
of baseball’s apocalypse. 

“T am concerned,” says 
Mariners general man- 
ager of baseball opera- 
tions Pat Gillick. “I don’t 
know if the sport can 
withstand this sort of 
thing. What bothers me 
is not so much the 
money, but the amount 
of years. I thought we 
had gotten out of that 
sort of thing.” 

“There should be com- 
petition for all teams, not 
just a few,” says major 
league baseball executive 
vice president of opera- 
tions Sandy Alderson. 
“The perception is that 
there is no competition. And that perception is 
accurate. This is not healthy. It’s time we realize 
we have a crisis.” 

But to understand why Hicks gave Rodriguez this 
contract, you have to understand Hicks. He only got 
involved in baseball when he bought the Rangers in 
1998. That’s just over two years as the team owner. 
The sport’s competitive problems run deeper than 
that. Hicks may be a symptom of baseball's illness, 
but it is wrong to call him the disease. 

“I know there is a problem in baseball,” Hicks 
says. “But I cannot fix it myself. Something needs 
to be changed, but until it is changed, I have to do 
what is best for the Texas Rangers. This deal is not 
that strange to me.” 

Hicks is used to making deals that others think 
are strange. He is the leader of Hicks Muse, which 
was formed in 1989 and has grown into one of 
the top leveraged-buyout firms in the nation. He 
conducts business outside convention. 

He is based in Dallas, not on Wall Street, and 
started Hicks Muse at a time when buyout firms 
were out of style in the wake of negative publicity 
from the late-1980s crash of the junk-bond market. 
While most firms of this nature buy companies, 
break them up and sell the parts at a profit, Hicks 
Muse buys similar companies and consolidates 
them—much as Hicks has done personally with the 
Rangers and the NHL's Dallas Stars. 

It’s hard to argue with Hicks’ success. Forbes 
magazine pegs his net worth at $750 million, 
putting him among the 400 wealthiest Americans. 
He always has been interested in sports, playing 
youth baseball in Dallas, then playing for Thomas 
Jefferson High’s football team after his family 
moved to Port Arthur, Texas. The most memorable 
moment of Hicks’ athletic career, though, came as 
a 6-3, 190-pound senior split end in 1963, when 
he dropped a pass to cost Thomas Jefferson High a 
bi-district playoff game. Hicks says his coach, 
“kicked me in the shins and called me a turd.” 

While Hicks failed as an athlete, he has 
succeeded in running franchises. He bought the 
Stars in 1996, and the team has won four 
consecutive division championships and a Stanley 
Cup, and it will move into a new Dallas arena in 

2001. In March, he used the prowess of Hicks 
Muse in the media field to leverage a $500 million 


= 
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MONEY MAN: The much-maligned Hicks (left) says he must do what's best for the Rangers, which was to sign A-Rod at any cost. 


television deal for Stars and Rangers broadcasts, 
which will pay the Rangers close to $30 million 
annually—more than enough to cover Rodriguez's 
salary. The Rodriguez deal is not some sort of 
irrational exuberance. 

“The Rangers will still be a profitable team,” 
Hicks says. “We have a certain amount of revenue, 
and we have a number, a percentage, that we 
would like to spend on player payroll. This is not 
going to affect that percentage. 

“To me, it says a lot about the state of the 
Rangers that we can sign this kind of player and 
still be a profitable team.” 


rofitable on the spreadsheets does not 

mean successful in the field, and the 

signing of Rodriguez does not cover the 

obvious holes in the Rangers’ pitching 
staff. The team lacks starting pitchers beyond Rick 
Helling and Kenny Rogers, and it did little to im- 
prove a staff that ranked last in the American 
League with a 5.52 ERA. The Rangers may rely 
on Tim Crabtree, who has five saves in six major 
league seasons, as their closer. 

But with Rodriguez hitting third behind Rusty 
Greer and Ivan Rodriguez and ahead of the first 
baseman-designated hitter combo of Rafael 
Palmeiro and Andres Galarraga, the Rangers have 
a top five that, last season, averaged .308 with 29 
home runs and 100 RBIs. It was clear the Rangers 
were not going to land the two top free agent 
pitchers—Mike Hampton and Mike Mussina—so 
the team’s only option was to add offense. Hicks 
did not think it was worth it to shell out for 
pitchers like Denny Neagle, Kevin Appier and 
Darren Dreifort, who each signed contracts that 
will pay him more than $10 million annually. The 
trio had a combined 43-32 record last season. 

“I could not see doing that,” Hicks says. “To me, 
(Rodriguez's contract) makes more sense than 
paying that.” 

One perk to signing Rodriguez was that Hicks 
took away the best player of the division-rival 
Mariners. That makes the A.L. West appear to 
shape up as a two-team race between his Rangers 
and the A's, the defending champs. After suffering 
through a last-place season in 2000, during which 
Hicks and Melvin pared payroll to prepare for this 


season's free-agent mar- 
ket, Hicks wants to re- 
turn to the postseason. 
The Rangers have won 
the division three times 
in the last five years. 

“L would certainly think 
we are a step closer to 
that,” Hicks says. “Look at 
Seattle last year. They did 
not have a very good 
team, but they went far 
into the playoffs because 
of the leadership of 
(Rodriguez). I think he can 
bring that to our team.” 

Make no mistake, this 
was Hicks’ deal. He had 
input from his baseball 
advisers, but, as Rockies 
general manager Dan 

O'Dowd said after his 
team signed Hampton to 
an eight-year, $123.8 
million deal, “Decisions 
like these come from 
higher up than the 
general manager.” 

In Hicks’ days at the 
University of Texas, he 
was both the president and rush chair of his 
fraternity, spending most of his time organizing 
parties. That experience came in handy when 
Rodriguez—who admitted that Texas did not start 
out as one of his leading contenders—came to visit 
Dallas in late November. This was not a standard 
business meeting. Hicks turned it into a Rangers 
rush session, and he knew he had to sell 
Rodriguez on his personality. 

Rodriguez arrived in Dallas on a Sunday 
evening, and Hicks brought him to a ritzy 
restaurant, The Mansion on Turtle Creek, for 
dinner. The next day, Hicks gave Rodriguez a tour 
of the new Stars arena, the American Airlines 
Center, before taking him to the Ballpark at 
Arlington for lunch. When they got to the ballpark, 
Greer, Palmeiro, Rogers, manager Johnny Oates 
and hitting coach Rudy Jaramillo just happened to 
be hanging out in the Rangers clubhouse, having 
lunch. Rodriguez joined them. He was particularly 
impressed by the presence of Jaramillo. 

“I mean, they even had the hitting coach there,” 
Boras says. “How’s that for detail?” 

And Rodriguez impressed Hicks. One detail 
especially caught Hicks’ attention. After the tour of 
the Ballpark, Hicks, Rodriguez and Stars center 
Mike Modano had dinner at Bob's Steak and Chop 
House in Dallas, one of the city’s most expensive 
eateries. When dinner was over, Rodriguez 
signaled to the waitress to bring him the bill. It was 
a silly gesture, of course. Hicks would pay for the 
meal, which, according to the waitress, topped 
$600, but it was a nice offer on Rodriguez's part. 

“The more I came in contact with the young 
man, the more I was impressed by him,” Hicks 
says. “The more I knew we had to sign him at 
whatever cost.” 

When the 2001 season ends and the owners 
and players are at a labor impasse—the collective- 
bargaining agreement ends after this season—it 
may be Hicks and his whatever-cost mentality that 
shoulder the blame for killing the game. But that 
is as unfair as it is inaccurate. 

“Hopefully, when it is over, they won't be calling 
Mr. Hicks a fool, but the wisest man in baseball,” 
Rodriguez says. “But only time will tell.” TSN 


LINDA KAYE / AP 


Sean Deveney is a staff writer for 
THE SPORTING NEWS. 
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BASEBALL 


These are teams to watch 
as the next season unfolds 


ight teams that will bear watching in 2001: 
Texas: Enjoy it now, Rangers fans. The team’s best chance to 


win might be in Alex Rodriguez's first season, and even then it 


won't be easy. 

Much can go wrong for a club 
that is aging and short on pitching, and 
manager Johnny Oates might not last past 
May 15 under such lofty expectations. 

The Rangers likely will get younger in 
2002 by promoting first baseman Carlos 
Pena and second baseman Jason Romano. 
But they might not be good enough then, 
either. What if Pena and Romano aren’t as 
good as the Rangers project? And what if 
Doug Davis and Ryan Glynn don’t develop 
into mainstays of the starting rotation? 

Those are significant questions, but not 
nearly as significant as the status of catcher 
Ivan Rodriguez, whose contract expires after 
the 2002 season. 

“That's part of our strategy, to try to sign 
Pudge,” Rangers G.M. Doug Melvin says. 
“When we get a chance to take a breather, 
we'll sit down.” 

Lots of luck. 

Ivan Rodriguez’s agent, Jeff Moorad, is a 
bitter rival of Alex Rodriguez's agent, Scott 
Boras. 

Asked the implications of the A-Rod 
signing for his client, Moorad offered a 
chilling “no comment.” 

Colorado: Another potential train wreck, 
the Rockies’ biggest question is this: How will 
Mike Hampton and Denny Neagle adjust to Coors 
Field? Quick followup question: Can Larry 
Walker stay healthy? 

Those three players are the core, and they had 
better be the cure—Neagle and Walker are 
signed through 2005, and Hampton through 
2008. 

‘Todd Helton? 

His contract expires after (gulp!) 2002. 

On the field, the Rockies have more immediate 
concerns, They signed 35-year-old Ron Gant to 
supply righthanded power after Jeffrey Ham- 
monds left as a lree agent. 

Their up-the-middle defense also is uncertain 
with Todd Walker at second and center fielder 
Juan Pierre and catcher Ben Petrick starting their 
irst full seasons 

But with four lefthanders in the rotation, plus 
Pedro Astacio, they'll be nothing short of com- 
pelling—with a chance to be highly competitive 

Boston: The rotation behind Pedro Martinez 
ikely will consist of Rolando Arrojo, Frank 
Castillo, Hideo Nomo and Tomo Ohka—oh-nos 
and uh-ohs, compared with the Yankees. 

But manager Jimy Williams usually finds a way to 
piece it together, and now the game's most feared 
hitter—Manny Ramirez—is coming to Fenway Park. 

Ramirez's eight-year, $160 million deal ulti- 
mately could prove an albatross, but it will be a 
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small price to pay if the Red Sox put an end to a 
certain curse early in his run. 

And, hey, it soon will be the next owners’ 
problem. 

Atlanta: No A-Rod, no Hampton, but then, the 
same can be said of the Mets 

The Braves appear at a net loss—Terry Mulhol- 
land is gone, Rico Brogna replaces Andres Galar- 
raga and Dave Martinez and Kurt Abboit are 
nothing more than backups — 

Does Braves G.M. John Schuerholz expect.the 
return of John Smoltz to make that mi a 


ROSS DETTMAN FOR TSN 


difference? Can he trade Brian Jordan (operations 
on both shoulders) to clear a spot for Chipper 
Jones in the outfield? : 

Chicago Cubs: Maybe they can’t justify trading 
Sammy Sosa after raising ticket prices 16 percent. 
Maybe they can’t find a taker now that the Rangers 
and Red Sox have taken major free-agent plunges. 

But team president Andy MacPhail no longer 
appears content simply to fill Wrigley Field. 

Sosa, 32, is four years older than Ramirez and 
increasingly one-dimensional. He doesn’t fit with 
this team long-term. 

The Cubs failed to land Hampton, but at least 
they're showing a pulse—witness their signings of 
pitchers Julian Tavarez, Jeff Fassero and Tom 
Gordon and catcher/first baseman Todd Hundley. 

Kerry Wood is healthy. Several top prospects 
are close to the majors. A new era is at hand, one 
that will take place without Mark Grace and 
should take place without Sosa. 

Oakland: Wondering about the small-market 
fallout from the Rodriguez and Ramirez signings? 
Here it is. 

The A’s are about to experience their last 
hurrah with MVP Jason Giambi, who is eligible 
for free agency after next season. 

Even if Giambi were willing to accept a below- 
market deal—say, $15 million per season—the A's 
probably couldn't commit that much to one player. 

As it stands, they're going to be even younger 
this season than last. They've traded Stairs, 32, 
and Randy Velarde, 38. Kevin Appier, 33, left as 
a free agent. Doug Jones, 43, retired. 

If the A’s trade Omar Olivares, 33, their payroll 
will be down to $28 million. They then would 
sign a free agent—perhaps Mark Guthrie—to be 
their fifth starter. 

And if Giambi leaves, the A's likely would turn 
to Jason Hart, a 6-foot-3, 225-pound first baseman 
coming off a 30-homer, 121-RBI season in Class 
AA. But their inspirational leader would be gone. 

Houston: The Astros are in the same position 
with Jeff Bagwell. They appear unlikely to re-sign 
their potential free-agent slugger, but they expect 
to be competitive in 2001 

The difference is the Astros are full of physical 
concerns—including four relievers coming off arm 
surgery (Billy Wagner, Jay Powell, Doug Brocail 
and Mike Jackson). 

More questions: Will Craig Biggio make a com- 
plete recovery from knee surgery? Do shortstop 
Julio Lugo and third baseman Chris Truby have 
enough experience? 

And finally, if the Astros fall out of contention, 
will they attempt to trade Bagwell? 

Montreal: Say hello to Latin America’s team, if 
not French Canada’s. Fernando Tatis should ben- 
efit from playing under manager Felipe Alou and 
form a potent middle of the order with Vladimir 
Guerrero and Jose Vidro 

It would be foolish to project the Expos as con- 
tenders, but they'll at least be interesting. Britt 
Reames will join a rotation that already includes 
Javier Vazquez, Tony Armas Jr. and Carl Pavano. 
And if Ugueth Urbina and Graeme Lloyd come 
back ‘healthy in the bullpen .... , 

All right; they're still the Expos 
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The less things change ... 


Here’s hoping baseball's honchos : 
have a restful holiday season. Next ; 


year is going to be a real bear. 


Off the field, there’s the labor situa- : 
tion. Humbug. Let’s not even think 3 


about that yet. 


On the field, the commissioner's of- : 
fice has a couple of admirable and am- : 


bitious goals. 
Too bad they aren't attainable. 


BH Baseball wants to shorten games _ : 
or, as the execs say, improve the pace : 
of the game. You remember the post- | 
season. You could watch the first inning, : 
go to a movie, return home, shower, : 
dress for bed and still be in front of ; 


your TV for the final three innings. 


Shortening games would be easy if : 
they shrank the time between half in- : 
nings. But, if anything, the 2 minute, 25- : 
second commercial breaks during the : 
playoffs will be stretched another 30 : 
seconds, not shortened. Another possi- : 
bility is to make pitchers and batters : 
speed up their game of cat and mouse. : 
But umpires have enough to worry : 
about without yelling at some batter to: 
quit adjusting his cup. More likely, base- : 
ball will study this for three months, : 
then decide a brilliant solution would be : 
to reduce the time between batters. You : 
know, cut down on the song bites and : 
have the P.A. guy talk faster. Wow, that : 


would make a huge difference. 


@ Even higher on the commissioner's: 
wish list is to restore the strike zone to its : 
rule-book specifications. This is so im- : 
portant that baseball is issuing a mandate : 
to umpires, managers and players, which : 
means exactly what? The high strike will : 


be called ... or else you'll have to an- 
swer to Bud Selig. Umps surely are 
shaking in their shoes about that. 


After a long meeting between um- 
pires and managers at the Winter 
Meetings, no one was quite sure what 
a high strike is. The rule book states 
the top of the zone is “the midpoint 
between the top of the shoulders and 
the top of the uniform pants ...” 

Though that’s a long way from the 
top of the belt buckle that is now the 
high strike, it leaves a lot to interpreta- 
tion. Managers at least are impressed 
with the ambitiousness of the commis- 
sioner’s office. 

“This is not as monumental a change 
as using aluminum bats in the major 
leagues, but it’s right below that,” Mar- 
lins manager John Boles says. 

Some managers aren’t sure how 
much the high strike zone would help 
their pitchers because the 85-mph fast- 
ball so often served these days can be 
hit a long way when it’s delivered up. 

“Someone asked Lou (Piniella) what 
a pitch above the belt should be, and 
he said, ‘I don’t know, but it was hit 
hard someplace,’ ” Royals manager 
Tony Muser says. 

Many managers say that stripping 
hitters of their body armor and al- 
lowing pitchers to take back the inside 
corner would make a bigger difference 
than stretching the zone vertically. 

“How many years was this game 
played without armor, anyway?” Red 
Sox manager Jimy Williams says. “Hit- 
ters are using it as a fearless factor.” 

After their long and lively meeting 
in Dallas, about the only consensus 
was that every one remains skeptical 
of any real change. 

“We've heard it before,” Angels 
manager Mike Scioscia says. “But 
it always reverts back to where it’s 
been.” TSN 


Stan McNeal is managing editor 
of THE SPORTING NEWS. 


STRIKE 
ZONE 


It’s a mistake to value Alex 
Rodriguez’s 10-year contract at 
$252 million. The deal will be 
worth less if Rodriguez opts out 
after seven years and $171 mil- 
lion or after eight years and 
$198 million. It will be worth 
more if he exercises his right for 
salaries of $32 million in each of 
z his final two seasons (or salaries 
\G= of $1 million more than the 
OPTIONS: Bell might not 
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highest-paid position - player). 
have hit for power, but he'll! “Our thinking is that we'll never 
bolster the Pirates lineup. see years eight, nine and 10,” 
Rangers G.M. Doug Melvin says. “We'll either re-negotiate, or he’s 
going to walk.” Rodriguez will be 32 after year seven, and prob- 
ably would want to negotiate his next big deal instead of waiting 
until he’s 35 at the end of his contract. ... Melvin said the 
Rangers turned down Rodriguez’ request for a clause that would 
have increased the player’s salary by $2 million above the 
highest average salary of any other shortstop in the first four 
years of the deal. “What if Derek Jeter asked for that, too?” 
Melvin says. “It would go to infinity.” Which, of course, might 
have been the whole idea. An MLB official said that such an es- 
calator never would have been approved. ... It simply might be 
wishful thinking, but some in Baltimore believe that owner Peter 
Angelos is preparing to sell the Orioles. Their thinking goes like 
this: Angelos is reducing payroll. He’s battling the Maryland Sta- 
dium Authority to make the team’s lease more favorable. And 
his sons, John and Louis, supposedly are less interested in run- 
ning the team than they once were. Even if the latter is true, 
keep in mind that with Angelos and the Orioles, two plus two 
rarely adds up to four. ... Give the Pirates credit for signing free- 
agent OF Derek Bell and LHP Terry Mulholland. Bell, however, 
didn’t hit for as much power as John Vander Wal-last season, and 
both struggled against lefthanders, even though Bell swings from 
the right side and Vander Wal from the left. In any event, Bell 
will give the Pirates more lineup options. He'll bat second and 
play every day in right, with Brian Giles settling in left and 
Adrian Brown staying in center. Vander Wal will play in both the 
outfield and at first base. ... The Rangers signed Rodriguez, and the 
Angels countered at shortstop by re-signing Gary DiSarcina and 
Benji Gil and trading for Wilmy Caceres. Their other offseason “ad- 
ditions” were pitchers Tim Belcher, Pat Rapp and Rendy Espina, 
and outfielder Kimera Bartee. M-I-C Gee you among the also-rans!) 
K-E-Y (Why? Because Disney won't spend money.) M-O-U-S-E. 
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eam in desperate need of a top-o! 
pitcher acquired RHP Pat Rapp, a journeyman with a 65-79 
career record. The team weakened its pitching depth by trading 
promising RHP Seth Etherton to Cincinnati for Class AA SS Wilmy 
Caceres, a solid defensive player who is not ready to hit in the big 

leagues. The deal came one day before SS Alex Rodriguez signed with Texas, making 

SS Royce Clayton expendable. Texas probably would have dealt Clayton for Etherton. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Garret Anderson had a breakthrough season, hitting .286 with 
a career-high 35 home runs, 40 doubles and 117 RBIs. He would be even more 
productive if he drew more walks—he had only 24 last season—and improved his 
.307 on-base percentage. Anderson is adequate defensively. Reserve OFs Orlando 
Palmeiro and Kimera Bartee are solid defenders. Palmeiro is a contact hitter; Bartee 
has outstanding speed. Overall, the position is a plus. —Mike DiGiovanna 


ith one fell swoop the team, at least on paper, 
re-energized its lackluster offense by acquiring Manny Ramirez, 
arguably the best RBI man in the game. While the team still had a 
gaping hole to fill—a legitimate No. 2 starter—the arrival of 
Ramirez was enough to silence critics angry at the team for raising 

ticket prices and allowing free-agent pitcher Mike Mussina to jump to the Yankees. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: If he can keep a level head this year, Carl Everett has the tools 
to become one of the game's premier all-around center fielders. On defense he is not 
as well rounded as he is with a bat, but he is an above-average fielder. His throwing 
arm is accurate and strong. The switch hitter can hit for power and average, as he 
showed last season with a career-high 34 HRs and .587 slugging percentage. With 
Everett signed for three more years, the team traded three prospects in center field. 
The club's 1999 top pick, Rick Asadoorian, is three years away. —Michael Silverman 


Cleveland 


BIG HOLE: The task a 


The task at hand is replacing productive Manny Ramirez, 
who averaged 144 RBIs the last three seasons. It’s likely Ellis 
Burks will hit cleanup. He's a better candidate than Jim Thome, 
who struck out a league-leading 171 times. The team realizes 
Thome is a free swinger but thinks he can add points to his batting 
average if he cuts 40 or 50 whiffs off his total. OF Russell Branyan also could help 
make up for Ramirez's loss, but must cut down on his strikeouts, too. Charlie Manuel 
thinks there will be plenty of RBI chances for the middle of the order with Kenny 
Lofton, Omar Vizquel and Roberto Alomar hitting at the top of the lineup. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Lofton will be playing with something to prove in 2001, as 
he'll be in the last year of his contract. Last season Lofton struggled until August, then 
hit .318 in the final 53 games. The hot streak raised his average to .278. Lofton also 
reached career highs in home runs (15) and RBIs (73). —Steve Herrick 


Kansas City os 


anager Tony Muser is considering converting 
RHP Mac Suzuki into a closer, just in case the team doesn’t land 
one in the offseason. Because Suzuki has a powerful fastball and 
an effective split-finger, Muser thinks he is the best in-house 
candidate. There are two problems with the plan: One, Suzuki had 
offseason surgery and might not be ready by spring training. Two, he’s wild. If the 
team successfully woos Mark Wohlers, none of that will matter. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: The Royals are counting on Carlos Beltran to rebound from 
his disastrous 2000 season. Beltran must learn how to hit a steady diet of breaking 
stuff, and he showed little improvement in that department last season. Defensively, 
Beltran has exceptional tools. But he sometimes has a lackadaisical approach to the 
game and often makes physical and mental errors. Off the bench, little-used Todd 
Dunwoody is a fine defensive player. —Steve Rock 


New York 


THE A-ROD EFFECT: The gargantuan Alex Rodriguez deal should 
pave the way for SS Derek Jeter and the club to agree on a long- 
term contract. The Yankees certainly don’t want Jeter to explore 
free agency next winter, and it appears that Jeter wouldn't mind 
skipping the dog-and-pony show that A-Rod experienced. The two 
sides should agree to a 10-year, $200 million contract. That way, Jeter should be 
satisfied, and George Steinbrenner would stay far away from the A-Rod figure. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: At 32, Bernie Williams seems to be getting better offensively, 
thanks in part to laser eye surgery. He is an excellent cleanup hitter who makes 
contact and delivers in the clutch. His defense last year was below average by his 
standards, his fourth straight Gold Glove notwithstanding. He simply misjudges too 
many fly balls, and he is notorious for throwing to the wrong base. Utility man Clay 
Bellinger proved last season to be a capable backup in center. —Ken Davidoff 
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he team was looking for an impact starter, a reliever, a 
shortstop and a power hitter. Having lost out on every free agent it 
attempted to sign, the team made one trade to bolster its pitching 
staff, sending disappointing catching prospect Jayson Werth to the 
Blue Jays for LHP John Bale. Bale appeared in two games for the 
Blue Jays in 2000, spending most of the year at Class AAA Syracuse, where he went 
3-4 with a 3.19 ERA. ... As things stand, RHP Jose Mercedes, a 33-year-old 
journeyman who was 14-7 last year, will be the Orioles’ opening-day starter. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: The team has four options at this position, only one of which 
is appealing. The team would like to play Melvin Mora every day, but having come up 
empty in a search for a starting shortstop, the Orioles might have to keep Mora there 
for another season. Otherwise, the center field job could fall to Eugene Kingsale, 
Brady Anderson or Luis Matos. All have limitations. —Dave Sheinin 


Chicago 
Jose Valentin is still on 


g 
the roster, new acquisition Royce Clayton will be the starter. Over 
his 10-year career, Clayton hasn't been a big offensive threat, but 
he plays solid defense. Valentin, who is likely headed to center 
field, made 36 errors at short last season. The team had to give up 
RHP Aaron Myette, a promising prospect, to get Clayton, but new G.M. Kenny 
Williams’ first major deal looks like a good one. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: The team thought Chris Singleton would be a fixture in the 
lineup, but he couldn't adjust to a steady diet of inside pitches. Though he has played 
only the outfield in winter ball, Valentin likely will move to center. He has good 
speed, a powerful throwing arm and a good bat. If he doesn’t work out, the team 
might move him to second and try Ray Durham in the outfield. Julio Ramirez, who 
came from Florida in a trade, and McKay Christensen are candidates. —Scot Gregor 


layer trade with Houston 
was about the Tigers’ reluctance to spend. Owner Mike Ilitch is 
keeping a lid on the payroll because of overruns incurred in 
building the new park. The club got some things it needed but lost 
more. Roger Cedeno has speed and could be a solid leadoff hitter; 
Chris Holt brings depth to the rotation, and Matt Meluskey should improve the offense 
behind the plate. The Tigers lose a leader and top defensive catcher in Brad Ausmus; 
a top-notch setup man in Doug Brocail; and an underrated reliever in Nelson Cruz. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: To become the five-tool player he is billed as, Juan 
Encarnacion must progress a little faster. Encarnacion improved at making contact 
and being patient at the plate in 2000 but still could be more selective. Though he's 
not a polished center fielder yet, he has the athleticism to make that possible. Wendell 
Magee is a serviceable but unspectacular backup who has some pop. —Reid Creager 


ig for a p 

club plans to go into spring training with Doug 
Mientkiewicz as its first baseman. Mientkiewicz was the team’s 
regular first baseman in 1999, but batted just .229 with minimal 
power (two homers, 32 RBIs in 327 at-bats). Mientkiewicz earned 

another shot by batting .334 with 18 homers last season at Class AAA Salt Lake City. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Which Torii Hunter steps to the plate will determine whether 
he is in the lineup. If it’s the one who tried to slap pitches to the opposite field, the 
club is in trouble. If it’s the one who returned from the minors with an aggressive 
attitude, the club has its everyday center fielder. Many think he’s the organization’s 
best five-tool prospect. He's a superb fielder with excellent speed and decent power. If 
he struggles, the team could use rookie John Barnes, the Pacific Coast League batting 
champ in 2000, or move Jacque Jones from left to center. —Dennis Brackin 


WHO'LL BAT SECOND? With Randy Velarde dealt to Tex: 
Jose Ortiz is the presumed heir at second base. The A’s also have 
to decide who'll bat second. Ortiz will be in the mix, but he has 
only 11 major league at-bats. 3B Eric Chavez is another possibility, 
but that would give the club three lefties in a row, with ; 
OF Terrence Long leading off and 1B Jason Giambi hitting third. If Long remains atop 
the order, it’s more likely SS Miguel Tejada will get a chance to hit second. With plans 
in the works to let Tejada run more, the No. 2 spot makes even more sense. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Long answered the A's biggest concern of early 2000 when 
he took over the center field job and also stepped in as the leadoff hitter. Surprisingly, 
Long never had hit leadoff before, and he never played in the outfield until the low 
rungs of the minors. But he has adapted swimmingly to his new roles. His primary 
backup is sweet-fielding Ryan Christenson. —Susan Slusser 


HUGE : Finding someone to play SS Alex Rodriguez's position is 

only part of the problem—without him, the team has only one 

player who hit .300 last year and only one who hit as many as 30 

homers, DH Edgar Martinez. Without Rodriguez, teams may work 

around Martinez and take their chances with lefthanded-hitting 
1B John Olerud, who has far less power. Given that, the team is looking now for two 
bats, not one, to replace A-Rod. That probably means an upgrade at third and could 
mean the pursuit of free-agent C Charles Johnson has taken on new life. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Mike Cameron had a solid season: .267 with 19 home runs, 
78 RBIs and 24 stolen bases. Down the stretch he was one of the better clutch hitters 
on the team, and he was a much more dangerous hitter on the road than at Safeco. 
Defensively, Cameron's speed lets him cover a lot of ground, and his leaping ability 
allows him to steal. home runs at the wall, especially at home. —Larry LaRue 


HOT CORNER: 3B Ken Caminiti will improve the team's defense. 
Signed as a free agent, Caminiti, a three-time Gold Glove winner, 
will take over for Mike Lamb, who made 33 errors during his 
rookie season. With Caminiti next to SS Alex Rodriguez, the team 
will have great defense on the left side of the infield. Better defense 
at third will make the pitching staff better. So will RHP Mark Petkovsek, another free 
agent the team picked up. He will give the team a potential bridge in the bullpen. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Neither Gabe Kapler nor Ruben Mateo appears to be a true 
center fielder. They both, however, have bright futures. If Kapler makes as much 
progress on defense as he did in hitting last year, he'll be a Gold Glover in no time. 
Mateo has one of the finest arms in the game, which is why the team moved him 
from right to center. He still has to learn the position, though. The club may send 
Mateo to the minors to start the season to rehab a broken femur. —Evan Grant 


Arizona 


lineups, with new 1B Mark Grace batting anywhere from second to 
seventh. Grace and OF Luis Gonzalez both hit lefties well, so Grace 
could hit second behind 2B Tony Womack and justify having three 
straight lefties in the order. ... Erubiel Durazo, a promising rookie in 

99 who was hurt last season, will play right field in winter ball but might not make 

the opening-day roster, ... Brenly says Damian Miller may catch 125 to 135 games. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Given his encouraging recovery from November back surgery, 
Steve Finley should be able to play younger than his 36 years. Finley had 69 homers 
and won Gold Gloves the past two seasons and improved his average against 
lefthanded pitching (to .274)—vital in a lefty-heavy lineup. Danny Bautista, an 
unheralded pickup in 2000 and the favorite to win time in right field, will serve as 
the backup in center. He can play the position capably. —Ed Price 


matter whom they chose, so they settled on RHP Tom Gordon as 
their closer, signing him to a two-year contract. Gordon, 33, saved 
46 games for Boston in 1998 but had reconstructive elbow 
surgery after the 1999 season, forcing him to miss all of the 2000 
season. Gordon spent the fall throwing in Arizona, where the Cubs kept a close eye 
on him. They say his fastball was 88-90 mph and his curveball was breaking sharply. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Manager Don Baylor wanted minor league phenom Gorey 
Patterson to make it to the big leagues much earlier in 2000 than his September call- 
up. The Cubs want to see how Patterson performs in winter ball and spring training 
and are in no rush. If Patterson must open the season in the minors, Damon Buford is 
good insurance. Buford is an excellent fielder, but Baylor is leery of playing him every 
day because he struck out 118 times in 495 at-bats. —Bruce Miles 


ALITTLE TO THE LEFT: The Rockies will have the most lefthanded 

team in the major leagues, with Mike Hampton, Denny Neagle, 

Brian Bohanon and maybe Ron Villone as starting pitchers. The 

batting order, likewise, includes Juan Pierre (leadoff), Larry Walker 

(No. 3), Todd Helton (4), Todd Hollandsworth (5), Todd Walker (6), 
Neifi Perez (7) and Brent Mayne (8). ... The team obtained RHP Melido Dotel, a former 
Dodgers prospect, in the Rule 5 draft. He has registered 100 mph on the radar gun, 
but he missed last season because of arm surgery. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Pierre jumped from Class A to the big leagues last season 

~ because of his speed (46 steals at Class AA Carolina, seven for the Rockies) and 
ability to hit for average (.326 in 107 games at Carolina; .310 in 51 for the Rockies). 
He has got speed but little pop and needs to improve his basestealing and defensive 
instincts. The Rockies also will play Hollandsworth in center at times. —Mike Klis 


Tampa Bay 


HOPE FLOATS: The team is cautiously hopeful LHP Wilson Alvarez 

and RHP Juan Guzman will be ready to start the season. Both 

missed the entire 2000 season with rotator-cuff injuries. If the team 

has any hope to be competitive, both pitchers have to be healthy. ... 

RHP Matt White has an outside chance to join the rotation, and 
LHP Bobby Seay might be close to the majors. The 21-year-old Seay is a starter, but 
the team might opt to use him as a reliever. He'll likely need more seasoning. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: The team is set with Gerald Williams: He was superb in 2000 
and became the seventh player in history to hit at least 20 homers and drive in 80 
runs from the leadoff spot. He also led the team in infield hits. Defensively, Williams 
is solid and can make spectacular catches. If Williams is injured, the team suffers a 
drop-off because Randy Winn is the only alternative. Kenny Kelly is the future in 
center, but he needs at least another year in the minors. —Chris Anderson 


FRYE DAY: Adding versatil 
the infield by giving manager Buck Martinez the option of resting 
3B Tony Batista, SS Alex Gonzalez or 2B Homer Bush. Batista, 
especially, wore down in 2000. He played 154 games and in 
September averaged .160 with 29 strikeouts in 106 at-bats. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Jose Cruz Jr. started every game and batted .242 with 31 
home runs and 76 RBIs. Hitting instructor Cito Gaston believes Cruz is capable of 
hitting close to .300, but Cruz has elected to swing freely for power, resulting in 433 
strikeouts in 1,699 career at-bats. Defensively he has improved by taking smarter 
angles to the alleys and especially in tracking down balls hit over his head. He has the 
speed to catch up to Texas Leaguers, but there’s some room for improvement. Cruz 
could be traded, in part because he is eligible for arbitration. The Jays also have 
Vernon Wells ready at Class AAA. —Tom Maloney 


; After failing to sign two high-profile free agents, the 
club quickly moved to fill a hole at first and bolster the bench, 
signing 1B Rico Brogna to a one-year contract and IF Kurt Abbott 
to a minor league deal. Brogna, 30, is a lefthanded hitter who 
batted .232 with two homers and 21 RBIs in 81 games last 

season. His offense is a question mark, but his defense is unchallenged. The addition 

of Brogna means neither LF B.J. Surhoff nor 3B Chipper Jones will change positions. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Andruw Jones posted career-best numbers last season, but he 
can be even better. With more patience at the plate, he could produce 35 home runs 
and 120 RBIs every season. But what he has accomplished so far shouldn't be 
overlooked. He's the second hitter in Braves history (Hank Aaron is the other) with 
three consecutive 20-20 seasons. Jones rarely takes a day off, so backup outfielder 
Dave Martinez will get most of his playing time in left and right field. —Bill Zack 


HELP IS ON THE WAY: Heading into the meetings, the team had 
traded six legitimate major leaguers for 15 prospects, eight of them 
pitchers, since midseason. Acquisition No. 16, and pitcher No, 9, 
RHP Seth Etherton, might be the closest to helping next year. 
Etherton, 24, throws a 92 mph fastball but says he prefers to try 


to outthink the batter, a la Brett Tomko. ... Batting leadoff never agreed with SS Barry 


Larkin, but manager Bob Boone is considering installing him at the top of the order. 


: CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Ken Griffey Jr. remains the prototype. He has all the tools, 

: though his speed was reduced somewhat by hamstring problems that should improve 
: with the switch of Cinergy Field to grass. He will play every day. Michael Tucker 

: provides capable backup if necessary, but he bats lefthanded, like Griffey, and that 

: tends to limit the options available to a manager. The team would be better served if 
: OF Alex Ochoa could prove able to handle short stints in center. —Mark Schmetzer 


AN AVERAGE BACKUP: Jeff Abbott will back up all three outfielders 
and pinch hit. He has an average throwing arm and average speed. 
In acquiring Abbott, the club traded Julio Ramirez, who was once 
the franchise’s top position prospect. Ramirez struggled with the 
strike zone and was slowed by injuries last season. 


: CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Preston Wilson will play center for as long as the team can 

: afford him. He will be up for arbitration after the 2001 season, during which he 

: undoubtedly will aim to improve on the breakthrough season he had in 2000. He 

: has speed and can hit for power. His defense has shown steady improvement. Team 
: Officials are impressed with his smarts and adaptability to recommendations. That's 
: why they say Wilson has a shot at a 40-40 season. Besides Abbott, RF Mark Kotsay 


can play center. Abraham Nunez is the club’s top prospect now that Ramirez has been 


: dealt, but he appears to be at least a year away. —Joe Capozzi 
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LLPEN IMPROVEMENTS: The addition of RHPs Doug Brocail 
(trade) and Mike Jackson (free agent) could put the team’s bullpen 
among the best in the National League, club officials believe. But 
they admit this dream bullpen depends on a lot of ifs, all of them 
concerning arms that have been operated on. Four relievers— 

Brocail, Jackson, RHP Jay Powell and LHP Billy Wagner—are coming off surgery ... 

The return of C Brad Ausmus says “the future is now,” according to G.M. Gerry 

Hunsicker. Hunsicker says Ausmus will improve the pitching staff exponentially. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Richard Hidalgo is ensconced in center field after having a 
monster year in 2000. He hits for average, has power and knocks in plenty of runs. 
He has a good arm and excellent speed when his knees are in good shape. The back- 
up is late-inning defensive replacement Glen Barker, the team’s fastest player. He 
makes dazzling defensive plays but is suspect at the plate. —Jim Carley 


Milwaukee 


2B Ron Belliard probably will start the season at the top of the 
order. Although Belliard isn’t a natural No. 1 hitter, he generated 
more scoring chances in the top spot than CF Marquis Grissom. ‘To 
lead off, Belliard will have to show up at spring training in much 
better shape than last season. Belliard isn’t a good basestealer, but he has enough 
speed to cause trouble. He's a confident hitter who hasn't reached his potential. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: The Brewers would love to find a replacement for Grissom. 
He chases pitches out of the strike zone and often bails out with two strikes. He 
doesn't get on base enough, so he isn’t a viable option in the leadoff spot anymore. 
He still is able to steal a base on most pitchers, and he can run down drives in the 
gaps, but his throwing arm is below average. James Mouton and Brant Brown have 
plenty of experience in center in case Grissom struggles or gets hurt. —Emmett Prosser 


New York 


JAY STALKING: After adding RHPs Kevin Appier and Steve Trachsel, 
the Mets think they have depth but not star power. That's why they 
are seeking LHP David Wells. The Blue Jays are not demanding 
five-tool prospect Alex Escobar; in fact, LHP Glendon Rusch, 

RHP Rick White and a third pitching prospect may be enough. If 
the Jays can’t deal OF Jose Cruz Jr., though, they may insist on including him, which 
doesn't thrill the Mets. ... The club isn’t sure about its leadoff/right field situation. Its 
failed bid to reacquire OF Roger Cedeno is proof of the uneasiness about Timo Perez. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Jay Payton, at 27, unexpectedly filled the bill in 2000 (291, 
17 homers, 62 RBIs) despite two right elbow surgeries. He made himself into an 
above-average defensive player and pledges to work on his basestealing. Darryl 
Hamilton, slated to be the starter before a toe injury last April, is the primary backup. 
Escobar is on the horizon—if he isn’t traded. —Pete Caldera 


Pittsburgh 


. g 
Bell, manager Lloyd McClendon said the signings would send 
“shock waves” throughout baseball. The only shock waves hit 
RF John Vander Wal. Vander Wal thought a career-best season in 
2000 earned him a larger role. The investment in Bell probably 
pushes Vander Wal back to the bench. Vander Wal may be thinking that if he’s going 
to be a bench player, he'd be better off filling that role on a contender. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: McClendon considers Adrian Brown the incumbent. Through 
hard work, Brown has made himself into a major league player. He won the starting 
job alter opening last season as the No. 6 outfielder. Bell could get some starts in 
center. The wild card is Chad Hermansen, who played poorly in April and didn’t get 
much better when he went to the minors. Hermansen will get a fresh start and may 
be the first option if Brown doesn’t hold a job that is his to lose. —/ohn Mehno 


FEAST OF INFIELDERS: G.M. Kevin Towers said his primary goal this 
offseason was to get a shortstop. He got three: Alex Arias, Santiago 
Perez and minor leaguer Domingo Mendez. ... Bubba Trammell, a 
corner outfielder who has pretty good power, was obtained from 
the Mets in an attempt to add sock to an outfield that hit 45 home 
runs in 2000, Trammell, 29, is a righthander who hit .304 against lefties last season. 
Most of his duty will come in left field, though he could relieve Ryan Klesko at first. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: The club deserves credit for giving Ruben Rivera plenty of 
time to adjust to the majors. But the two-year trial has produced mostly frustration. 
Rivera batted .195 in 1999 and .208 last season, and he has struck out 280 times in 
834 at-bats. He’s excellent at running down deep balls and those to his side. But 
that's also because he plays deep. He isn’t as good at taking away hits in front of him. 
Backup Mike Darr is adequate in center, but he belongs in right. —Tom Krasovic 
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Los Angeles 
SEEKING SANDY: The Dodgers are one of five teams interested in 
free-agent C Sandy Alomar. The club wants to acquire another 
catcher because of its commitment io pitching, and team officials 
have determined free agent Charles Johnson is too expensive. 
Alomar has been slowed by knee and back injuries in 10-plus : 
seasons with the Padres and Indians, but the Dodgers believe he still may be effective 
Without Alomar, Chad Kreuter and Paul LoDuca would share the job. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Tom Goodwin is expected to be the everyday center fielder 
and leadoff batter. The lefthanded hitter patrols the outfield well because of his speed 
(he had 55 stolen bases last season), but he strikes out too often (117 times). He also 
must improve his on-base percentage (.310). He will be backed up by 37-year-old 
Devon White, a former Gold Glover who's been an ill fit with the Dodgers, unwilling 
to dive for balls. The team has no prospects ready to fill in, either. —Jason Reid 


3B Fernando Tatis and RHP Britt Reames. Already a favorite with 

many of the club's Latin players, Tatis will fit right in. A nagging 
groin injury ruined the second half of last season. But if Tatis returns to 1999 form, 
he'll give the club 30 homers, 100 RBIs and, perhaps, 20 badly needed stolen bases. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Peter Bergeron’s improvement during his rookie season, at the 
age of 22, likely put to rest any doubts the club had. A year ago, he was battling the 
flashier, more powerful Milton Bradley for the starting spot. Not anymore. On a team 

of impatient hitters, Bergeron stood out by understanding the value of a walk. This 
winter in Puerto Rico, Bergeron is hitting .300. His arm isn’t strong, but it’s accurate, 
putting him among the league leaders in assists. —Stephanie Myles 
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Philadelphia 

CLOSING TIME: RHP Ricky Bottalico will be three years removed 

from elbow surgery, which should help sharpen what still can be a 

very effective curveball. Also helping Bottalico’s bid to be the 

closer is first-year manager Larry Bowa’s familiarity with Bottalico's 

demeanor and tendencies. Both men have fiery tempers and a 
burning, sometimes intrusive, desire to win. Bottalico is Bowa’s kind of competitor. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Doug Glanville appeared to lose some outfield range last year. 
He is a high-fastball hitter who doesn’t walk enough to be an effective leadoff man. 
Glanville has power and runs extremely well. He has become one of the most 
successful basestealers in the league. Most people in the organization believe he will 
rebound from a weak 2000 with a solid 2001. Behind Glanville is prospect Reggie 
Taylor, who isn’t quite ready for the bigs. Utility man Rob Ducey, a lefthanded pinch- 
hitter with solid outfield skills, can play center. —Chris Edwards 


St. Louis 
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Tatis because Albert Pujols is on the horizon. Pujols, 20, 

skyrocketed from Class A to Class AAA last season. Pending Pujols’ 

rise to the majors—perhaps within a year—the team will get by with 

utilitymen Craig Paquette and Placido Polanco at third. After failing 
in its bid to land LHP Mike Hampton, the key acquisition for the club was RHP Dustin 
Hermanson. He could be plugged into the rotation as the No. 2 or 3 starter. The team 
suffered last year with Jason Christiansen as the only lefthander in the bullpen. 
Adding LHP Steve Kline, who worked a league-high 83 games, should help. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: Jim Edmonds gives the team great overall play in center. A 
human highlight film on defense, he can cover all points of the field and make the 
spectacular catch, and his arm is well above average. He also is coming off his first 
40-homer season and, with better discipline, should hit above .300. —Rick Hummel 


San Francisco 


SECOND CHANCE: One of Dusty Baker's biggest challenges will be 
finding a No. 2 hitter now that Bill Mueller is gone. For now, Baker 
plans to go game by game. SS Rich Aurilia might be the best 
choice, but Aurilia feels more comfortable batting down in the 
order. Baker is considering new 3B Russ Davis, but he routinely 
struck out 100 times a season when he played regularly. Newcomer Shawon Dunston 
might get his shot. If Ramon Martinez is at third, he may be the best option. 
RF Armando Rios may be more like a No. 2 hitter, but he hits lefthanded, and should 
he bat second the lineup would have three lefties at the top. 


CENTER FIELD ANALYSIS: A year of maturity and experience should lead to an offensive 
improvement for Marvin Benard. He is a 100 percent effort guy, and Baker will give 
him every chance. Defensively, Benard is better suited to play the corner positions, 
but he did a credible job covering a lot of ground in right-center. —Henry Schulman 
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The last piece 
of the puzzle 


Many NHL teams are making moves to get that one player to put them over the top 


efore every trade 
or signing in any 
sport you often 
hear a team official 
say, “We think 
we're just one or 
two players away 
from being a legitimate 
championship contender.” 

Whether it’s the Texas 
Rangers signing Alex Rod- 
riguez or the Pittsburgh Pen- 
guins announcing Mario 
Lemieux is returning to the 
ice, that credo is much re- 
peated. 

But this is more than just 
a giant fantasy league. It’s 
true there can be only one 
winner, but a lot of teams 
think they are on the thresh- 
old of greatness ... and are 
one or two players away. 

Like a jigsaw puzzle, a 
successful hockey team con- 
sists of many pieces. But the 
puzzle can’t be finished until 
you find the key parts. 
Hockey has a history of 
championship teams making 
one or two key moves and 
winding up with the Stanley 
Cup. 

Penguins management hopes Lemieux’s return 
to the game after 3'/ seasons is that missing 
piece of the puzzle. 

“Even before they got Mario back, the Pen- 
guins were a dangerous, dangerous team, with 
the talent they have up front,” Blues coach Joel 
Quenneville says. “Everybody plays this game. 
Everybody is looking for the right piece to im- 


More NHL at sportingnev 


prove their team. But not too many teams can go 
out and add one of the best players of all-time.” 

“I play the game to win championships,” 
Lemieux said at his news conference. “We have a 
young team that has a lot of potential, and that’s 
something I would like to be a part of.” 

But the Penguins can’t stop there. The team’s 
defense doesn’t include any All-Stars. And neither 
Garth Snow nor Jean-Sebastien Aubin has played 


Devils—Traded for C Neal Broten. 
Canadiens—No significant moves. 
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TAG SALE: Beginning Wednesday, players such as 


the Flyers’ LeClair (left) and the Kings’ Rob Blake 
will be in demand by playoff contenders. 


well enough to be considered a money goaltender. 

“No one is going to buy a Stanley Cup, but 
being prepared when you go after a player is es- 
sential,” says Bruins coach Mike Keenan, who 
helped make deals while with the Rangers in 
1993-94 that helped them win their first Stanley 
Cup since 1940. 

The search for that one right acquisition is on- 
going. And the team that pays the price to make 
the one or two key acquisitions often comes out a 
winner. 

The list of teams in the 1990s that made the 
right moves and won it all is a matter of record, as 
are the players they acquired: Ron Francis and Ulf 
Samuelsson by Pittsburgh, Stephane Matteau and 
Craig MacTavish by New York, Neal Broten by 
New Jersey, Patrick Roy and Sandis Ozolinsh by 
Colorado, Larry Murphy and Brendan Shanahan 
by Detroit and Alexander Mogilny and Claude 
Lemieux by New Jersey last season. 


Trade surplus 


Acquisitions made by teams that helped them win the Stanley Cup in the last 10 years: 
Devils—Made trades for RW Claude Lemieux, LW Alexander Mogilny and D Viadimir Malakhov. 
Stars—Signed free-agent RW Brett Hull in the offseason. 

Red Wings—Signed free-agent C Brent Gilchrist in the offseason and traded for D. Dmitri Mironov. 
Red Wings—Traded for LW Brendan Shanahan in the offseason and acquired D Larry Murphy. 
Avalanche—Traded for RW Claude Lemieux, D Sandis Ozolinsh and G Patrick Roy. 


Rangers—Traded for LW Stephane Matteau, C Craig MacTavish and RWs Brian Noonan and Glenn Anderson. 
Penguins—Traded for RW Rich Tocchet and G Ken Wregget. 
Penguins—Traded for C Ron Francis and D Ulf Samuelsson and Larry Murphy. —L. 


MISSING PIECE: Twice in his career, Lemieux (left, with the Devils in 1999) came on 
board a team headed for the playoffs and was a key element to a Stanley Cup title. 
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Paying the price to win 

Teams that stand still rarely win the Stanley Cup. 
The Devils won it all last season with four rookies and 
by making trades for Claude Lemieux, Alexander 
Mogilny and Viadimir Malakhov that boosted their 
postseason chances, 

“Sometimes you get stale if you don't do 
something,” Devils defenseman Scott Stevens says. 
“All three of those guys gave us solid minutes, solid 
leadership, They helped give us depth—and you don’t 
win in the playoffs without quality depth.” 

To prove what a difference one or two key players 
can make, this season the slumping Devils turned a six- 
game losing streak into a nine-game unbeaten streak 
after signing Scott Niedermayer and Jason Arnott. 

Here’s what other contenders have to work with and 
what they need to do to win the Cup: 

The favorites 

New Jersey—This team is deep and disciplined up 
front. If there’s a weakness, it’s replacing the minutes 
defenseman Malakhov played down the stretch and in 
the playoffs last season. 

Colorado—Joe Sakic needs to fight through 
defenses the way he has so far. The only other worry is 
having someone who can move the puck in transition. 

St. Louis—The Blues added solid depth on defense. 
Ingredients still needed include toughness on every 
line and a reliable goal scorer to complement Pierre 
Turgeon’s passing. 

Dallas—There can’t be another Joe Nieuwendyk 
flameout. If there is, it would leave the Stars with only 
one scoring line. Depth on defense Is also suspect. 

Looking to join the elite 

San Jose—Youngsters Patrick Marleau and Marco 
Sturm have developed into productive players up front. 
Depth on defense is a concern. 

Pittsburgh—Mario Lemieux made this skilled 
group of forwards a lot better. But there's no All-Star on 
defense, and neither goaltender is a proven playoff 
performer. 

Philadelphia—This club has depth, size and speed. 
But it never will go all the way with the way the 
defense handles the puck. 

Detroit—The Wings are old on defense and old up 
front. This team needs an injection of excitement, 
someone to help the players regain their focus. 

Toronto—The Leafs are much more aggressive 
than a year ago, but not as mobile—particularly on 
defense. 

The third tier 

Buffalo—The Sabres have the most active coach in 
Lindy Ruff, but he has to juggle his lines to create. 

Ottawa—The Senators have a mobile defense and 
two solid scoring lines. The third and fourth lines need 
work, however. 

Los Angeles—Despite what the Kings think, this 
team needs a high-quality goaltender to succeed in the 
playoffs. 

Edmonton—tThere is little scoring beyond the No. 1 
line. And defensemen Tom Poti and Janne Niinimaa 
aren't performing up to their potential. 

Vancouver—Goaltending has to be more solid in 
the important games for the Canucks. 

Phoenix—Under normal circumstances, this team 
wouldn't be considered. But magic follows Wayne 
Gretzky around. Depth on defense never has been solid. 

Washington—As long as Olie Kolzig is around, this 
team has to be taken seriously, But the Capitals do 
need some offense—more than Khristich—to win the 
Southleast Division. —L.W 
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“Trying to identify your weaknesses and then 
fill those holes is a constant job,” says Blues G.M. 
Larry Pleau, whose team had the best record in 
the NHL last season but lost in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

Chemistry and teamwork are essential in a 
sport in which only a few players play 20 minutes 
per game. And that’s another problem Mario 
Lemieux will have to address with the Penguins. 

“There have been nights this season when I 
almost feel like I'm playing tennis, like there’s no 
one else on my side,” Penguins captain Jaromir 


Jagr says. 


eware of those who come in from the 
cold. Or, in the case of the NHL, beware 
of bringing in cold players. It is a point to 
be made for teams that trade for 
reinforcements in an attempt to be a contender. 

The Red Wings, in an attempt to win a third 
straight Stanley Cup in 1999, brought in Chris 
Chelios, Wendel Clark and Bill Ranford, all of 
whom had big contracts. Paying the price in that 
case meant spending a lot and getting little pro- 
duction in return. 

“You don’t want to spend millions on the wrong 
player or wrong players,” Keenan says. “It could 
put your franchise back years.” 

Still, even a bad team can get better, according 
to Blackhawks G.M. Mike Smith. But being good 
enough to challenge for a championship is quite 
another thing. 


“We've got guys playing on our first line who _ 


should be second- and third-line players (on other 
teams),” Smith says. “If we added a solid first-line 
player, that should improve the depth all the way 
through our lineup. And you don’t win without 
solid depth on your roster.” 

Two years removed from their second straight 
Stanley Cup, the Red Wings know they're in a 
period of transition. 

“Tt’s not like we're giving up and saying, ‘Aw, 


Who's available? 


Power forwards and defensemen are tops in the NHL “help 
wanted” ads, Many players likely will be moved, sought by 
specific teams. (Players can’t move until Wednesday.) 


Target player Potential destination 
Avalanche C Joe Sakic Canucks 
Bruins D Paul Coffey Oilers 
Canadiens C Saku Kolvu Canucks, Panthers 
Capitals RW Peter Bondra Sharks 
Coyotes LW Joe Juneau Panthers 
Coyotes C Jeremy Roenick Islanders, Blackhawks, Bruins 
Coyotes LW Keith Tkachuk Rangers, Blues 
Devils LW Alexander Mogliny Red Wings 
Flames RW Valeri Bure Panthers 
Flames G Mike Vernon Penguins, Senators 
Flyers LW John LeClair © Avalanche, Sabres, Maple Leafs 
Flyers C Eric Lindros Maple Leafs, Stars, Sabres, Kings 
Islanders D Kenny Jonsson Red Wings, Panthers 
Islanders RW Mark Parrish Blues, Coyotes 
Kings D Rob Blake Flyers, Maple Leafs 
Panthers C Mike Siltinger Stars 
Rangers D Rich Pilen Red Wings, Flyers 
Sabres C Michael Peca Red Wings, Avalanche, Blues 
Thrashers RW Donald Audette Capitals, Blues 


Blue Jackets LW Geoff Sanderson Stars, are 


we're retooling. We don’t have a chance to win. 
Let's put it on cruise for a while,’ ” Red Wings 
captain Steve Yzerman says. “We don’t look at it 
that way. We're competing, trying to win. I know 
it's difficult to remain on top. But that’s exactly 
what we're trying to do.” 


jhough many regard the Devils, Avalanche 

and Blues as being the top contenders, the 

Red Wings are one of about 10 teams that 

could challenge those three for the Stanley 
Cup in June. 

And the race to obtain a free agent, such as Eric 
Lindros, Michael Peca or Nikolai Khabibulin, or to 
trade for a high-priced star, such as John LeClair 
or Jeremy Roenick, will make for an interesting 
few months before the March 13 trading deadline. 

“We can’t be waiting every day,” Coyotes left 
winger Keith Tkachuk says, “to see if some 
Superman is going to join us.” 

We've seen Super Mario join the Penguins, And 
you can count on a lot more activity before the 
playoffs. TSN 


Senior writer Larry Wigge covers hockey for 
THE SporTING NEws. E-mail him at 
wigge@sportingnews.com. 


We add junior hockey 


If you're trying to get ahead of the game, so to 
speak, for next season, drop by 
sportingnews.com/nhl/juniorcolumn.html. That’s 
where you'll find the latest information on Canada’s 


three junior leagues, where most NHL players pay 
their dues before making it to the big leagues. 
Columnist Stephen Knight will tell you who's hot 
heading into next year’s NHL draft and whose stock 
is falling. It's more evidence that THE SPoRTING 
News’ hockey coverage has gone into overtime. 


It took him a while to get his old 
bones motivated, but a Lemieux made 
an awe-inspiring return last week. 
Coincidently, Claude Lemieux didn't 
start scoring until his buddy Wayne 
Gretzky was approved as the new 
owner of the Coyotes. In his two 
games since the approval, Lemieux 
had three goals and an assist and is 
trying his best to restore some order 


to the club. Good luck. 


After Eric Daze asked two months 
ago to be traded, he was setting the 
league on fire. But just like the Chicago 
weather of late, Daze has turned 
downright frigid. In his last eight 
games, he scored two goals and had 
only four in his last 14 games. Not only 
that, he has been about as invisible as 
a guy 6-5 can be, tiptoeing around 
opponents. Sounds like he needs to 
demand another trade. Or get one. 


Here's why numbers don’t give you a true sense of 


The Stars told Sergei Zubov to use his deadly shot 
more on the power play, It didn’t completely sink in, but 
instead of passing all the time, Zubov Is choosing his 
spots, which was likely the idea all along. Lo and 
behold, the power-play unit is finding new life, scoring 
in nine of the Stars’ last 12 games. Teams covering 
Zubov for the shot open up the passing lane, which is 
where Brett Hull lives, If Zubov is covered for the 
pass, he shoots, Everybody's happy. 


If this game doesn't bake 
BS your bread, then your 
oven is broken. The Avs at 
one point last week had 


an 11-game unbeaten streak on home cooking, and 
the Canucks have feasted regularly on road kill. To 
Spice up this game even more, the Canucks have been 
dining on defenses as the highest-scoring team in the 
league, and the Avs and Patrick Roy have starved the 

« opposition's shooters. Special teams will be key: Both 
teams have mediocre PKs but top-notch PPs. 


At the governors meeting last week there was much 
rejoicing about new superstar owners and players 
feturning to the game. However, insiders say the Blues 
took some heat for renegotiating Chris Pronger's 
contract. The governors weren't upset about the big 
dollar value but rather that Pronger still had a year left. 
So much for independent thinking. 


DROPPING THEIGLOVES | 


“You know, the fan in me says, ‘This is all kind of neat.’ 


“| think the players were frustrated at the time and 
wanted to stay in Minnesota. But like anything, you go 
where your boss tells you and where you are going to 
earn your living, and we had to leave.” —Mike Modano 


Compt ty yy Paul Grant 2 


Alexander Mogilny has had high 

expectations on him since he was "Mr. 
76” in 1992-93 with Buffalo. So, it's sort 
of nice to see the fella near the top of the 
scoring heap for the Devils, Through last 
Saturday, Mogilny had a modest four- 

game point-scoring streak, scoring four 
3 goals and adding two assists. He's piling 
5 up other stats, too: In those four games, 


She had 11 shots, three hits and six 
= takeaways. 


This game takes place 
on Wednesday, the day 
teams are eligible to 
make roster moves 
after the Christmas holidays. Appropriate. The Penguins 
might have made the mother of all roster moves If 
Mario Lemieux chooses this game to return, as he 
has hinted. Speaking of rumors, wouldn't it be 
something if Eric Lindros is traded to the Leafs and 
picks this game for his return, as has been floated in 
Toronto? Gary Bettman must be doing cartwheels. 


STICKS &SSTONES | 


Let's see, anything interesting happen in the East 

lately? Mario Lemieux announces his return. Craig 
Ramsay fired, Bill Barber promoted by Flyers. A quy 
named Michael Jordan buys a chunk of the Caps. 
Eric Lindros says he's cooked up a deal and is 

waiting for Bob Clarke to make a move. Another slow 
week. Gary Bettman must be doing handstands, 


In three games last week, an 


overworked Mike Richter faced 42, 
34 and 34 shots in losses against the 


Ducks, Sharks and Bruins. His save 


percentage was a paltry .864. Of the 15 
@ goals he allowed, seven got past him in 
= the third period (including a couple of 

= softies), calling into question whether he 

might be burning out under the recent 

a. barrage. Richter to G.M. Glen Sather: 


what intangibles can mean: In a Western road swing 
last week against the Kings, Coyotes and Avs, the 
Lightning inexplicably went 1-1-1. Tampa was outshot 
41-24 in LA., went scoreless in six power-play 
chances in Phoenix and lost 55 percent of the faceoffs 
in Denver. And yet the club came out of the stretch with 
three points. What the score sheets didn't say was that 
the Lightning was underestimated. 


ToRoMTO 
MAPLE 


LEAFS 


The bigger focus really should stay addressed to the 
fact that franchises need to be well run.” 
—Gary Bettman, on all of the above. 


FRONT OFFICE RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS FROM LARRY WIGGE 


inside e 


New Mighty Ducks coach Guy Charron says he won't have to 
change his team’s offense. Truth is, however, RW Teemu Selanne 
and LW Paul Kariya have not been productive, and their creativity is 
essential if Anaheim is to make the playoffs. ... How long do you 
think it’s going to take Penguins CEO/C Mario Lemieux to complain 
about the team’s goaltending and give good friend Tom Barrasso a 
call? ... Sabres G Dominik Hasek is beating himself up over every 
goal he allows, leading those close to him to suggest this really is his 
last season in the NHL. ... Is Avalanche C Joe Sakic on a contract 
push or what? He is challenging defensemen 
the way he did when he led Colorado to the 
Stanley Cup in 1996 as playoff MVP. ... Maple 
Leafs president Ken Dryden won't say the 
money the team saved by trading under- 
achieving LW Dmitri Khristich will go toward 
signing Eric Lindros. But he does admit the 
team has discussed a Lindros contract—and the 
owners understand the risks involved. ... Bruins 
C Jason Allison's success this season continues 
because of his size and ability to win one-on- 
one battles. RW Bill Guerin says Allison is 
stronger than most people believe. ... Islanders alums are putting the 
heat on G.M. Mike Milbury to improve the team. In fact, insiders say 
Panthers president Bill Torrey could return. ... Penguins RW Jaromir 
Jagr was at a restaurant recently and saw himself playing on a 
nearby TV. He was startled to see himself standing around so much. 
His play has picked up since. ... To upgrade a team, it usually takes 
unexpected contributions from a couple of players. For Ottawa, that 
means G Patrick Lalime becoming the best No. 1 netminder the 
team has had and former first overall pick Chris Phillips becoming 
the team’s best defenseman. ... Now that Wayne Gretzky is making 
the moves for the Coyotes, don't look for any immediate slices to the 
payroll. In fact, Gretzky says he hopes he can re-sign free-agent 
G Nikolai Khabibulin to join holdover Sean Burke. But if the team 
continues to stumble, lopping salaries from the payroll would begin 
sooner rather than later. Gretzky knows there is a market for Keith 
Tkachuk and Jeremy Roenick, but he wants to keep both. 


DILIP VISHWANAT / TSN 


1. St. Louis 21-4-4-0 11, Vancouver —17-9-4-2 21, Nashville — 11-15-6-1 


2. Colorado 21-6-5-0 12, Phoenix 14-8-8-1 22. Calgary 10-14-6-4 
3. San Jose 19-6-4-0 13, Philadelphia 14-12-6-0 23, Tampa\Bay 10-15-3-2 
4, Dallas 17-8-4-1 14, Washington 13-11-6-1 24. Boston 11-15-3-3 
5. Ottawa 19-8-4-0 15. Edmonton 16-14-4-0 25. N.Y. Islanders 9-16-4-2 
6. Detroit 18-11-3-2 16. Pittsburgh 14-13-4-1 26, Chicago 11-18-2-2 © 
7. New Jersey 15-11-5-0 17. N.Y. Rangers 15-17-1-0 27. Minnesota —_8-17-5-2 
8. Toronto 17-8-4-3 18, Carolina —-12-13-4-1 28. Montreal 9-20-4-0 
9. Buffalo 17-10-2-1 19. Atlanta 11-13-6-1 29. Columbus — 9-20-2-2 
10. Los Angeles 15-10-7-0 20.Anaheim = 12-15-4-3 30, Florida 8-14-6-5 


Through Saturday's games. TSN's NHL Poll is determined by Larry Wiggs. 
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We break down all 25 games and 50 teams and tell you why to watch, 
who to watch, who will win and why. And we've thrown in our version 
of a playoff because we know you really want one. By Tom Dienhart 


Must-see TV? 
We rank the games 


The holiday season is a busy time, and no one 
has time to watch all 25 bowls. Have no fear. Our 
ranking system makes the decisions for you. 

Orange: Florida State vs. Oklahoma. The BCS 

computer dating service matched these teams 
to play for it all. Don’t expect quarterbacks Josh 
Heupel and Chris Weinke to exchange phone 
numbers afterward. 

Sugar: Florida vs. Miami. Maybe if the Hurri- 

canes say they're national champions enough 
times, they'll convince the world they are. First, 
they must take care of the Gators in the schools’ 
first meeting since 1987. 

Fiesta: Oregon State vs. Notre Dame. You 

thought Oscar and Felix were an odd couple. 
But unlike those two, these teams have more in 
common than the Irish would like to admit. 

Gator: Clemson vs. Virginia Tech. It’s Bowden 

(Tommy this time) against Beamer (Frank) for 
the second time in a year. But it’s the first run of 
Woodrow Dantzler vs. Michael Vick that makes 
this an exciting game. 

Rose: Purdue vs. Washington. If you see a 

bunch of big guys in shoulder pads wandering 
around L.A., don’t be alarmed. It’s just the Boiler- 
makers and Huskies looking for Pasadena. It has 
been a while. Thirty-four years for Purdue and 
seven for Washington. 

Alamo: Northwestern vs. Nebraska. These 

teams weren't in the same galaxy 10 years ago. 
Now, the Wildcats are in the same neighborhood 
as the Cornhuskers, who are familiar with purple 
teams nicknamed Wildcats. 
7 Holiday: Texas vs. Oregon. These teams deserved 

better. On second thought, San Diego is a pretty 
good place to sulk about your bowl destination. 
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8 Humanitarian: Boise State vs. UTEP. Don't 
laugh. The pyrotechnics of these offenses 
would impress even a fireworks factory worker. 
Independence: Mississippi State vs. Texas 
A&M. Don't expect a tearful, made-for-TV em- 
brace at the Shreveport, La., airport between the 
Aggies and former coach Jackie Sherrill, who 
helped put them in the NCAA pokey. 
1 Citrus: Michigan vs. Auburn. The power run- 
ning of the Wolverines’ Anthony Thomas 
and the Tigers’ Rudi Johnson will send old-school 
fans digging through their closets for those leather 
helmets. 
11 Cotton: Kansas State vs. Tennessee. This will 
be a sneak preview of a Vols team that will 
be among the nation’s best in 2001. For K-State? 
It’s the end of another failed screen test. 
1 Peach: Georgia Tech vs. LSU. The thought 
of playing a bowl game at home leaves the 
Yellow Jackets limp. The Tigers are happy to 
be there after going to only three bowls in the 
1990s. 
1 Outback: Ohio State vs. South Carolina. It's 
official: Lou Holtz has raised the Gamecocks 
from the dead. Now, somebody check John 
Cooper for a pulse. His underachieving Buckeyes 
have won only three Big Ten titles—none out- 
right—in 13 seasons. 
1 4 Music City: West Virginia vs. Mississippi. 
‘This is Don Nehlen’s last game. Too bad it’s 
a bowl because he has lost eight in a row. His last 
win? The 1984 Bluebonnet Bowl. 

Sun: UCLA vs. Wisconsin. We've seen this 
twice in the last seven seasons. And we 
know how it’s going to end: Badgers win. It has all 

the suspense of an Ernest movie. 
Liberty: Colorado State vs. Louisville. Years 
from now, you can tell your friends you saw 
the game in which Cardinals quarterback Dave 
Ragone officially became a star. 


Insight.com: lowa State vs. Pittsburgh. This 
quarterback battle between the Cyclones’ 
Sage Rosenfels and the Panthers’ John Turman is 
the off-Broadway version of the Dantzler-Vick 
Gator Bowl tussle. 
y 1 aghenreS Minnesota vs. NC State. In 
the spirit of dot-com bowls, it might be more 
stimulating to chat on-line about this game than to 
watch it. 
1 Oahu: Georgia vs. Virginia. Some Bulldogs 
fans may vote not to let lame-duck coach 
Jim Donnan on the island. Alas, he'll be there. He 
might think about staying. And so should Cavs 
coach George Welsh, who also is stepping down. 
20 Mobile Alabama: TCU vs. Southern Miss. 
What's worse than a trip to the Mobile Al- 
abama Bowl? Consecutive trips to the Mobile Al- 
abama Bowl, which is TCU’s fate. Still, it'll be fun 
to see LaDainian Tomlinson battle the Golden Ea- 
gles’ defense. 
2 Aloha: Boston College vs. Arizona State. It’s 
Christmas. The gifts have been unwrapped. 
The meal has been served. What better way to cap 
the day than by watching two 6-5 teams battle? It 
beats watching a Masterpiece Theatre marathon. 
2 Las Vegas: UNLV vs. Arkansas. A guy 
named Houston Nutt shouldn't be allowed 
in a town like Vegas. Come to think of it, none of 
the Hogs belongs there. 
2 Galleryfurniture.com: Texas Tech vs. East 
Carolina. Just saying galleryfurniture.com is 
tiring. If that doesn’t make you sleepy, this 
matchup should. 
24 City: Marshall vs. Cincinnati. Making 
its fourth consecutive trip to Detroit, the 
Herd is thinking about leaving the MAC and 


| joining the UAW. 


2a" Valley: Fresno State vs. Air Force. 
What does it say when the halftime act, Des- 
tiny’s Child, is a better draw than the main event? 


DEFENSE WINS... 
championships? 
Al Blades (fop) and 
Dan Morgan (44) will 3 
do their best to help. 
Miami in its quest to 
__ Share the national ~_ 
4 title. 


Miami-Florida State? After 
all, those are arguably the 
Nos. 1 and 2 teams in the 


nation. 
Q: Which is the worst team 


in a bowl? 


7 | over Florida State. That's 
In case you're wondering | fin. ter. 1 team in he 
You've got questions. We've got answers. | land isn't supposed to win the 


Q: Which notable teams are missing from the | Orange Bowl. Just like the 
postseason party? Sooners weren't supposed to 


4 
A: The biggest no-show is Penn State, which last | beat Texas, Nebraska’ and 


oad 
=a! 
=< 
4 6-5 
hes i 1988 season. Alabama Kansas State. Also, don’t be f Ky A: There are seven 6- 
—) shane a emer top-25 teams, also | shocked if Oregon State top- \ = teams: Arkansas, Virginia, 
are home muttering to themselves in the weight | ples Notre Dame and North- . Py Boston College, Arizona 
[—] room. , western knocks off Nebraska. - State, West Virginia, 
Le 0: What teams figure to use a bowl as a | Q: If TSN could have made Minnesota and UCLA. They 
launching pad for a run at the 2001 national any matchups it wanted with all look ugly, but the ugliest 
- championship? | the 2000 bow! teams, which 2 is Boston College. The 
hel A: Tennessee rolls into the Cotton Bowl on a six- | would have been some of the é Eagles beat one team that 
(t-} game winning streak with lots of young talent. best? finished with a winning 
: rire) There might be a lot of babies in Knoxville named |} A: How about a South Car- = record. And that was 6-5 
ra Casey in a few years if freshman quarterback | olina-Notre Dame game? The 2 Syracuse, which oni 
el | Casey Clausen turns out to be as good as the early | over/under on fake pregame aay = got left out of the bow! 
mon peeks he has given us. Florida, Florida State, ' smiles exchanged between Michigan's Anthony:Thomas picture. B.C.’s five other 
——\ Miami, Nebraska and Georgia Tech also are | Lou Holtz and Bob Davie would be 23. A Ten- wins? Army, Navy, Connecticut, Rutgers and 
oT rgh | ly, Navy: : 
- looking to punctuate this season with an exclama- | nessee-Texas game would have allowed us to see Temple. Marshall, Texas Tech, Southern Miss, 
tion point to serve as a springboard toward 2001. earth-moving Longhorns offensive tackle Leonard Fresno State and Boise State are the other bowl 
= Q: Can we expect any upsets? Davis battle humongous Volunteers defensive teams that failed to beat a team that made it to 
A: Yes. Chief among them could be Oklahoma | tackle John Henderson. And, lastly, what about the postseason. 


16 Clemson 


AT Josh Heupel cuts up the Tigers’ 
shaky secondary. 


] Oklahoma 


1 Oklahoma 


The Cornhuskers get revenge for a « 
regular-season loss. 


8 Nebraska 


9 Notre Da 


AT The Big Red rolls; the Irish’s vanilla 
offense is exposed. 


8 Nebraska _ 


14 Michic 
AT A tough Seminoles defense derails 
the Wolverines’ A-Train. 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


By controlling the clock, the Big Red 
controls the game. 


We want it, you want it, the players want it. Heck, most coaches want it. Not that it 
matters what we think—the Bowl Championship Series is way bigger than all of us. 
Still, rather than moan about the unorthodox and inexplicable computer-driven 
AT The Gators’ talent and the Gainesville 6 Fl - system that determines who plays in the national championship game, we thought 
atmosphere overwhelm the ‘Horns. orida we'd play it out on the field. You know, just for kicks. | 
é a We've taken the top 16 teams in TSN’s Power Poll and matched them in a winner- 
6 Florida take-all playoff. No computers, no quartiles, no strength of schedule. We've got a 
simple formula. 
The first-round games are played at the campus sites of the higher-ranked teams. 
Even though BCS honchos will tell you no one would be interested in such a playoff, 
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Games within the games The matchup: Nebraska LB Carlos Polk vs. 


The best individual matchups of the Northwestern RB Damien Anderson. 
bowl season? Let's break em down. The game: Alamo Bowl, December 30. 
The skinny: Polk has watched enough video of 
The matchup: Clemson LB Keith Adams Anderson to feel as though he already knows 


vs. Virginia Tech QB Michael Vick. him. Eleven other middle linebackers felt the 
The game: Gator Bowl, January 1. same way this season until Anderson brushed 
The skinny: At 5-11, Adams can get lost them off with a knee to the chin and forearm to 


easily in the crowd. Here's a hint to help Vick the chest. 
pick him out: Adams will be the orange-and- 


white whirling dervish snapping at his heels The matchup: Wisconsin CB Jamar Fletcher 
until every whistle. vs. UCLA WR Freddie Mitchell. 
The game: Sun Bowl, December 29. 
The matchup: Miami WR Santana Moss The skinny: If the Badgers dominate this game, 

vs. Florida CB Lito Sheppard. as many think they will, TV executives might 
= The game: Sugar Bowl, January 2. want to mike these two to liven up the broadcast. 
= The skinny: This battle could serve as a Is it possible to diagram smack? Call John 
= public-service announcement: Speed kills. Madden. TSN 
£ To fully appreciate these burners and their 
g_ Skills, you'll want to tape the game and Staff writer Tom Dienhart covers college football 
= watch their duels in slow motion. for THE SPORTING NEWS. 


The athletic Hurricanes are too much ry 
for the surging Yellow Jackets, 


_ Miami 2 


The Hurricanes force multiple 
turnovers and roll over the Ducks. 


Bye-bye, Michael Vick: The Ducks get AT 


Oregon 10 


 Purdue]3 


The Boilermakers win a shootout in AT 


the final seconds. 
gton ¢ 


Teh 


The Hurricanes’ sticky secondary 
ends the Boilermakers’ wild ride. © 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


we've got some interesting first-round games, including Michigan at Florida State, 
Texas at Florida and Kansas State at Oregon State. The Boilermakers ride Drew Brees’ 

Yeah, we'd much rather watch that riveting pickanyname.com bowl between hot hand into the semifinals. 
Minnesota and NC State. Right. 

The second-round games are played at predetermined bowl sites—where the Kansas State 12 
Gator, Cotton, Citrus and Fiesta bowls are contested in real life. The semifinals are 
held at the sites of the Sugar and Rose bowls, with the championship game at the 
Orange Bowl. 

Oh, yeah, one final thing: Miami doesn’t get hosed in our perfect world. 

—Matt Hayes 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


iit was thei Sing playa 7 


he feeling of invincibility set in during the 
first half against Maryland. OK, so the 2000 
Terps weren't exactly overpowering. But any 
time a defense limits an opponent to one 
first down in 30 minutes, it has shut the 
door and bolted it. 
By halftime on September 28, Florida 
State’s defenders were in full lock-down mode. “We felt we 
were unstoppable that day,” FSU linebacker Tommy Polley 
says of that 59-7 victory. 

‘That same stuff was oozing from the pores of every 
Oklahoma defender a few weeks later when Nebraska 
came to Norman. The Cornhuskers, once more dangerous 
to the Plains than a Class 5 twister, managed just 328 
yards of total offense. Nebraska couldn't establish the run 
or pass in a 31-14 loss. 

Former Sooners coach Barry Switzer couldn't relate to 
this Oklahoma team’s wide-open offense, but he sure 
could appreciate the defense. It was as if Lee Roy Selmon, 
George Cumby and The Boz were wearing the scarlet 
and cream again. 

With all the talk about Heisman candidates under 
center, dangerous wideouts and productive running backs, 
many overlooked the real reasons Oklahoma and Florida 
State are playing for the national title. The Sooners and 
Seminoles boast aggressive defenses that are as stingy as 
their offensive counterparts are explosive. These days, lots 
of teams can pile on the points. Only the elite can shut 
opponents down. 

“You know what they say,” Polley says. “Offense sells 
tickets. Defense wins championships.” 

The teams’ numbers are eerily similar. Florida State has 
allowed an average of 277.0 yards per game; Oklahoma 
has surrendered 278.9. FSU’s opponents converted 25 
percent of their third-down opportunities; the Sooners’ foes 
succeeded 26 percent of the time. FSU is sixth nationally 
in total defense; OU is eighth. FSU gets the overall edge on 
the strength of its superior run-stopping ability and sack 
total. But it's close. Real close. 

“Oklahoma is like many outstanding football teams,” 
FSU head coach Bobby Bowden says. “You think about 
their offense, but their defense is like ours. It’s their main 
thrust.” 

Neither defense is passive, but neither will take too many 
risks. So what separates them? Pure talent. Florida State's 
defense is filled with potential NFL stars. Because of that, 
FSU can play some straight, old-fashioned defensive 
football, minimizing risk with zones and getting a great 
push from its front four. The Sooners must rely on pre-snap 
chicanery, disguising their ultimate intentions with a 
standard set before switching to something else. 

“We're forcing the quarterback to guess right,” OU co- 
defensive coordinator Brent Venables says. 


he Sooners’ defense is a 21st century grandchild of 

the pressing scheme head coach Bob Stoops con- 
cocted while co-defensive coordinator at Kansas 

State from 1991 to '95. He did some tinkering 

with it during his three-year stint at Florida—during which 
he faced the Seminoles four times—and has brought it up 
to date in Norman. In a bow to the spread-'em offensive 
sets that are so popular, the system no longer forces cor- 
ners to play up to 80 percent of the game in some form of 
man-to-man coverage. That would be crazy, given the 
number of wide receivers offenses can deploy at any time. 
“Since a lot of people are spreading you out, we have to 
spread out with them,” says Mike Stoops, Bob's brother and 
co-coordinator with Venables. “All the same principles are 
there, but we have to take some of the pressure off the 
cornerbacks. If you do too much of that, though, you're sus- 
ceptible to the running game. So, we move around a little.” 
The most impressive movers of the bunch are lineback- 
ers Torrance Marshall and Rocky Calmus. They work be- 
hind a steady front wall that lacks the Seminoles’ big-play 
capabilities but does a good job of occupying offensive lines. 
“We funnel everything to our linebackers and (free 
safety J.T.) Thatcher,” Venables says. “We don’t want to ask 


the defensive line to do things they can’t do.” 


The Sooners can, however, request almost anything of = 


Calmus, Marshall and Thatcher. Calmus (122 tackles, 17 


for losses, three fumble recoveries) is an instinctive player ; 


who gets to the football quickly and has “a tremendous feel 
for the game,” says Venables. Marshall (96 tackles, 14 for 


losses, five sacks) blends terrific size (6-2, 247) and great — 
speed to give the Sooners a sideline-to-sideline, big-play - 


machine. 


“When he sees the ball, he can go get it,” says Redskins 


scout Dan Shonka. 


Thatcher, meanwhile, has completed the transformation : 


from a running quarterback to a multipurpose weapon 
who picked off eight passes and averaged 15.8 yards on 
punt returns. He has been the constant in a young 


defensive backfield whose development has been critical: 


to the Sooners’ undefeated season. 

“They've grown physically and mentally every week and 
have matured greatly,” Venables says of the secondary. 
“Every week they have done something better—whether 
it’s tackling, covering or disguising things.” 

The Seminoles also have improved steadily this season, 
after hitting bottom in their October loss to Miami. A lack 
of depth prohibited FSU from substituting as liberally as it 


had in the past—a problem in the stifling south Florida heat. - 
As a result, the Noles surrendered 448 yards and couldn't 


hold a late 24-20 lead. 

“We were on our heels a little bit,” FSU end Jamal 
Reynolds says. “We were in their back yard, and they 
weren't backing down.” 

Since that point, FSU has been rock solid, thanks largely 
to the development of a pair of redshirt freshman tackles. 


Darnell Dockett wanted to be the next in the Seminoles’: 


long line of All-American ends. But once coordinator 
Mickey Andrews convinced Dockett to try the tackle spot, 
the FSU defense returned to dominating status, with 
Dockett teaming with classmate Jeff Womble to increase 
FSU'’s interior production. “The two tackles who came 


along really helped us,” Polley says. “We knew what we - 


were going to have with Jamal and David (Warren) at the 
ends, but now teams have to pick their poison.” 

The emergence of a well-rounded front four allows FSU 
to play a base defense on most downs. The scheme asks 


the line to attack the backfield—Andrews calls it “creating 
a new line of scrimmage”—then uses the linebackers to - 


clean up the run and the secondary to play zone against 
the pass, the better to minimize big plays. 

This is a veteran unit that boasts several starters who 
have at least two years of first-team experience and who 
understand their jobs and carry them out with discipline. 

“We don't take risks,” Polley says. “Last year, guys were 
battling for positions and were sometimes missing 
assignments trying to make plays. This year, everybody 
knows their roles and concentrates on their assignments.” 

The linebackers are particularly keen on that philosophy. 


Polley and fellow starters Brian Allen and Bradley Jennings : 


all finished the regular season with at least 100 tackles, and 
all are likely to have productive NFL careers. Polley is a fast 
playmaker. Allen handles the challenge of playing over the 
tight end well and calls the defensive signals. Jennings is a 
solid run-stuffer in the middle. 

“It comes down to what flavor you like,” says Tim 


Ruskell, director of scouting for the Buccaneers. But more : 
than likely, these defenses won't let you eat at all. TSN - 


Michael Bradley is a free-lance writer based in 
Philadelphia and a correspondent for THE SPORTING NEWS. 


Online bowling We'll bowl you over with 
postseason coverage. For analysis and updates of all 25 
games, go to sportingnews.com/cfootball/bowls. And 
beginning December 30, look for exclusive Orange Bowl 
coverage from college football experts Matt Hayes and Tom 
Dienhart. We'll also throw in a spoonful of Sugar from 
managing editor Steve Greenberg—just in case you need it 
to help the medicine go down. 


Pittsburgh loses 
an old friend 


After 30 years and 255 
Steelers games, 
Pittsburgh’s 
Three Rivers 
Stadium is 
closed 
forever. All 
that remain, 
besides a 
parking 

lot, are memories. 

And no memory captures 
the essence of Three Rivers 
more than a 17-second 
span that took place on 
December 23, 1972, a play 
that became known as the 
“Immaculate Reception.” 

To relive Three Rivers’ 
memorable moments, go to 
sportingnews.com/archives/ 
nfl/threerivers 


What NHL stars 
are shining? 
The NHL is gearing up for 
the All-Star Game, and TSN 
wants your choices for the 
lineups. The game features 
the popular and entertaining 
World vs. North America 
format. In a special area 
online, you can make your 
picks for the All-Star teams 
and see if TSN readers 
have better insight into the 
lineups than voters in the 
official NHL balloting. To 
vote, go to sportingnews.com/ 
nhi/allstar/voting. 


~~ Tis the season 
to be giving 
In the spirit of Christmas, 
what would you buy for 
today's sports stars (besides 
coal) if you had a few extra 
bucks? An alarm clock for 
Isaiah Rider? An extra vowel 
for coach Krzyzewski? A lie 
detector for A-Rod? E-mail 
your gift ideas to 
fans@sportingnews.com. 
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Oklahoma (12-0) 


vs. UTEP W 55-14 
vs. Arkansas State W 45-7 

vs, Rice W 42-14 
vs. Kansas W 34-16 
vs, Texas W 63-14 
at Kansas State W 41-31 
vs, Nebraska W 31-14 
at Baylor W 56-7 

at Texas A&M W 35-31 
vs. Texas Tech W 27-13 
at OklahomaState W 12-7 

vs. Kansas State W 27-24 


Oklahoma’s running game 


Running game? You're kidding, 
right? With OU, the running game 
is no more than an excuse to 
rest QB Josh Heupel's arm. The 
Sooners average 134 yards a 
game, but that was fattened 
against a weak non-conference 
schedule and the Big 12's bottom- 
feeders. OU's running game consists of 
deception with 5-6, 180-pound spark 
plug RB Quentin Griffin and freshman 
RB Renaldo Works. Forget about 
straight isolation or toss pitches, it’s 
strictly inside handoffs 
out of the shotgun or 
sprint draws. OU’s line is 
more suited for pass 
blocking in the spread 
offense. The run isn’t a 
threat unless Heupel is 
successful in the passing 
game, but it picked up 
some steam late when 
opponents dropped as 
many as eight defensive 
backs to defend the pass. 
Those schemes leave the 
underneath exposed to 
draws and traps from 
the shotgun. 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 
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Highlight game: 
Texas A&M. The 
Sooners trailed, 31- 
21, in the fourth 
quarter at raucous 
Kyle Field before 

LB Torrance Marshall 
completed a 14-point 
swing and gave OU 
the lead for good 
with a 41-yard 
interception return 
for a touchdown. 


When Oklahoma has the ball 


GRIFFIN: Needs to help take 
pressure off passing game. 


Florida State’s run defense 


No one plays the run better than 
the Seminoles, who churn out NFL 
talent year after year. There's a 
key fundamental with Mickey 
Andrews’ defense: If you stop 
the run, the ends can tee off on 
the quarterback. It’s a brutal cycle 
that controls games. Freshman DTs 
Jeff Womble and Darnell Dockett have 
played like veterans and have received 
help up the middle from LBs Bradley 
Jennings and Tommy Polley. DEs 
Jamal Reynolds, David Warren and 
Alonzo Jackson are 
strong against the run. 
They use their side-to- 
side speed to stretch 
plays and give the 
linebackers and 
secondary a chance to 
read and recover. The 
Seminoles gave up 73.9 
yards a game, so don't 
expect the Sooners to get 
much on the ground. But 
again, OU had only 11 
yards rushing vs. an 
aggressive Kansas State 
defense in October and 
still scored 41 points. 


ROBERT SEALE/ TSN 


OMA OT FRANK ROMERO 


Poor Frank Romero. He’s young and has 
loads of potential, but he has yet to see a 
player of Jamal Reynolds’ caliber, Reynolds, 
the national defensive player of the year, was 
held without a sack by Miami's Bryant 
McKinnie and Florida's Mike Pearson. Both of 
those tackles, though, are future first-round 


8 p.m. ET, January 3, Miami, ABC 


What would a national championship game be without Florida State? Think about it: Had QB Chris Weinke 
not injured his neck late in the 1998 season, the Seminoles could be going for their third straight national 
title. Want to go one step further? Without Florida’s miracle comeback in 1997, the ‘Noles would've played 
Nebraska for a piece of the title that season, too. Moreover, FSU lost to Florida for the title in 1996. Florida 
State will use that experience in yet another big game—but who would have ever thought it would be 
against Oklahoma, a program that was a complete mess just two years ago? After the firing of John Blake, 
the third coach to be ousted since Barry Switzer, player confidence and morale hit rock bottom. But in two 
years under Bob Stoops, Sooner Magic has returned. Stoops took care of things off the field by embracing 
tradition and expectations, and righted things on the field with a determined attitude and a desire to outwork 


Florida State’s pass defense 
It’s not so much the coverage as itis” 


Oklahoma’s passing game 
The key to Oklahoma's turnaround 


has been the passing the pressure, The more 
game and the spread pressure, the better the - 
offense. The trigger to it coverage. The more 

all is QB Josh Heupel. pressure, the more ' 
The spread relies heavily confidence the comers : 
on the quarterback to be play with. Tay Cody and 
decisive and accurate, Clevan Thomas aren't the 
and Heupel has an most gifted corners in the 


uncanny ability to make country, but pressure 
plays when the pressure from the front four and 

is on. He knows the Hal @ various blitz schemes: 
Mumme/Mike Leach Ei enable FSU to play more 
offense as well as anyone = aggressively in the 

and benefits from an = secondary. Ss Derrick . 
offensive coordinator L (— aeee|= Gibson and Chris Hope 
(Mark Mangino) who has Cae ieee are strong in coverage and 
a long leash and a short who is good after the catch. supportwhich lets the 
memory. Heupel (3,392 Seminoles use various 
yards, 20 TDs) has an underrated group coverage packages. The OU offense is | 
of receivers, led by Antwone Savage, designed for QB Josh Heupel to throw 
Curtis Fagan and Andre Woolfolk, who to spots and for the receivers to go get 
run well after catching the ball. Look the ball. The Noles used more zone 

for the Sooners to use slip screens, late in the season and had success 
quick drops and fades in an against Florida the last three y: 
attempt to negate Florida State's using mainly flood zone scheme 
speed. Oklahoma must get But if they can’t get pressure from 


the front four, they will be forced 
to use pressure packages and leave 
the comers in man coverage. 


Savage, its most physical receiver, 
matched up against Seminoles 5-9 
CB Tay Cody. 


DE JAMAL REYNOLDS 


NFL picks. Romero will need help from a 
fullback or tight end to keep Reynolds, who 
has 15 sacks in the last 13 games, from 
disrupting Oklahoma’s game plan. The 
Sooners might use a guard or center in drops 3 
to help. Oklahoma allowed 17 sacks this 51 
season and only 30 in the last two seasons. 


Season'results 


Florida State (11-1) 


vs. Brigham Young W 


at Georgia Tech 


opponents. Oklahoma isn’t the country’s most talented team, but it plays well—and, more important, vs. North Carolina 
smart—in big games. The Sooners are 12-0 for the first time in the program's storied history, which va Louisville 
includes six national titles and 37 conference championships. Weinke, the Heisman Trophy winner, and at Maryland 
Oklahoma QB Josh Heupel, the Heisman runner-up, get one last chance to show who really was more at Miami 
valuable to his team. The ’Noles have torn through the schedule since their only loss at Miami in October, vs. Duke 
outscoring their final six opponents by a combined 277-51 to earn those key BCS style points. Oklahoma, on vs. Virginia 

the other hand, struggled through the last month of the season with Heupel hiding a sore left throwing at N.C, State 
elbow. He lost the Heisman in that stretch. Now it’s time to show why he should have won it—against the vs. Clemson 


reigning king of college football. —Matt Hayes 


Florida State’s running game Oklahoma’s run defense 


It looked ugly when the season ~ 
began, then slowly developed into 
a steady force that balanced the 
offense, The Seminoles had a 
string of three consecutive 200- 
yard rushing games in the last 
month of the season, which, not 
coincidentally, is when they made 
their rise in the computer polls. 

‘TB Travis Minor (969 yards, five TDs) 
gives FSU a steady, durable and 

deceptively quick back with the moves 
to break big runs and the power to get 
tough yards. The middle 


The numbers aren't impressive, and 
the Sooners looked susceptible to 
big backs late in the season, but 
the results are all that matter. 
Oklahoma crowds the line with 
a simple philosophy: Get more 
players up front than the offense 
can block, then let the best 
linebacker trio in the country make 
plays. LBs Rocky Calmus, Torrance 
Marshall and Roger Steffen are fast and 
physical and have strong cover skills, 
which will be very important when 
FSU swings its backs in 


_ 


three of the line— the flats, The Sooners 

C Jarad Moon and use many linemen, and 
_ Gs Justin Amman and their best rotation 
 Montrae Holland—got consists of Es Corey 

better as the year Heinecke and Corey 


Callens and Ts Bary 
Holleyman and Ryan 


progressed, and FSU 
began to run more 


consistently between the Fisher. Don’t expect 
tackles. So what happens Heinecke and Callens 
__ if Minor gets hurt? Nick @ to have much success 
_ Maddox, who has 2 against Seminoles 
_ bounced'back and forth & Ts Brett Williams and 
_ from wide receiver to Wz Char-ron Dorsey, but 
_ tailback, and freshman 5 5  FSU?s inside three are 
walk-on Greg Jones are Ce ee NO vulnerable to blitz 

with power and durability. packages. 


the only backups. 


FLORIDA STATE WR MARVIN MINNIS 


The Seminoles were looking for the next 
Peter Warrick when the season began. 
E Anquan Boldin was the trendy choice, and 
Atrews Bell looked as though he might 
emerge early on. But once things settled and 
the offense found its groove, Minnis found his 
stride. Not the fastest or the most dangerous 


When Florida State has the ball 


Key matchup 


at Wake Forest 
Florida 


Florida State’s passing game 


It hasn't changed much since Casey 
Weldon was under center 
in the early 1990s. From 
Charlie Ward to Danny 
Kanell to Thad Busby to 
Chris Weinke, the 
quarterback operates out 
of the shotgun in the fast- 
break offense, which 
spreads the field with fast, 
athletic receivers. No one 
at FSU has done it better 
than Weinke (4,167 yards, 
33 TDs). His knowledge 
and command of the 
offense and his confidence =r 
within it are impeccable. 
Expect OU to play more 
Cover-2 than usual to take 
away the deep ball and quick score. 
Weinke had 17 TD passes of 30 yards or 
more, and WRs Marvin Minnis, Atrews 
Bell and Anquan Boldin are all deep 
threats. Weinke should consider 
splitting his Heisman Trophy with 
his playmaking receivers, five of 
whom—including Robert Morgan 
and Javon Walker—likely will play 
in the NFL. They're big and fast and 
go get the ball—no matter where it’s thrown. 


OKLAHOMA CB DERRICK STRAIT 


Seminoles receiver, Minnis will go head-to- 
head with Strait, a physical and daring corner 
who has led a transformation of the Oklahoma 
secondary. Strait’s interception return for a 
touchdown sealed the Nebraska game, and his 
attitude and confidence fuel the rest of the 
secondary. 
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29-3 Highlight game: 


26-21 Miami: The source of 
63-14 all the BCS 

31-0 controversy. Weinke 
59-7 leads the ‘Noles in a 
27-24 fourth-quarter 

63-14 comeback before the 


37-3 defense gives up a 
go-ahead touchdown 


a and K Matt Munyon 
A misses a game-tying 
ane field-goal attempt. 


Oklahoma’s pass defense 


The most underrated part of 


GO DEEP: Bolding is another 
threat for the Seminoles, 


Oklahoma's defense is its 
secondary. Simply put, 
the Sooners improved on 
defense this season 
because the secondary 
became more efficient. 
CBs Derrick Strait, 
Michael Thompson and 
Ontei Jones gave 
Oklahoma the ability to 
play more man and press 
coverage, which enabled 
the Sooners to take more 
chances with blitz 
packages. The 
improvement of the front 
four also helped the 
secondary and let the 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


young corners develop without having 
to make an abundance of plays. Ss J.T. 
Thatcher and Roy Williams are built 
like linebackers and run like comers. 
Williams plays close to the line for 


run support and is third on the 
team in tackles. Thatcher, a big- 
play guy, had eight interceptions. 
Both must play well in Cover-2, 


giving support to OU's corners 
against PSU's physical receivers. 
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The book on... 


J.T. Thatcher 
Oklahoma FS, 5-11/213, senior 


He is a microcosm of all that was wrong at 
Oklahoma for so many years and all that seems 
so right today. 

J.T. Thatcher is an All-American free safety 
and one of the nation’s top punt returners. Not so 
long ago, he was a quarterback. And a running 
back, wide receiver, cornerback and strong safety. 
Hard to imagine what was misused more: 
Thatcher's talents or the OU football program in 
the 1990s. 

“T can't really complain about what happened,” 
Thatcher says. “I guess I’m finally living the life 
I've always wanted to.” 

And driving the Oklahoma coaching staff batty 
in the process. After three years of bouncing from 
one position to another, Thatcher found a home 
last season at free safety and showed signs of 
brilliance. He also had moments of complete 
breakdowns. This season, the big plays he made 
were more prevalent. So were the mental flubs. 

Against Kansas, Thatcher was around every 
big play and had three interceptions. He also was 
beaten on three deep balls. The performance 
prompted coach Bob Stoops to present Thatcher 
a game ball for the interceptions, then jokingly 
say he was going to revoke it for the mistakes. 

“He's around the action; that’s for sure,” says 
co-defensive coordinator Brent Venables. 

That’s not all bad, considering Thatcher tied 
the OU single-season record with eight 
interceptions and was ninth in the nation in punt 
returns (15.8 yards per return, two TDs). 

The Sooners desperately need Thatcher's big 
plays, no matter how tenuous and nerve-racking 
things get. He will cover in man situations against 
Florida State's fast-break offense and must take 
advantage of every punt-return opportunity. 
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Bobby Bowden gets better with age. He says he's going to 
| keep coaching as long as his health lets him. Hey, if you're 
\g playing for a national championship every season, you're 
| feeling pretty dadgum good. Bowden lost his top assistant and 
ie liaison with the players (Chuck Amato) to NC State, and there 
| wasn't even a murmur. Few assistants game-plan as well as 
# defensive coordinator Mickey Andrews. 


Oklahoma 


Everything Bob Stoops has done since leaving as defensive ’ 
|_ coordinator at Florida at the end of the 1997 season has been j , 
I the right decision at the right time. He chose Oklahoma f 
| ' instead of waiting on Iowa, then hired Mike Leach from y 
E Kentucky to run the spread offense. Leach recruited QB Josh - hee 


= Heupel, whose poised presence has been the difference in 
Norman. 


Special (CanS === Sees 


Bobby Bowden sweats it out every time his kicker trots onto the field. Matt 
Munyon missed two field-goal attempts in a loss at Miami, but freshman Brett 
Cimorelli (6-of-9) has given the kicking game a semblance of order. P Keith 
Cottrell (41.3 yards per punt) is solid and has played well in big games. The 
Seminoles’ punt-return unit is solid, WR Anquan Boldin is one of the more 
dangerous punt returners in the country. 


Oklahoma 

The Sooners seem to get a big play on special teams when they need it— 
from a blocked punt to a key field goal to a big kick return. FS J.T. Thatcher 
was ninth in the nation at 15.8 yards per return and had two touchdowns. 
K Tim Duncan (13-of-21) has been inconsistent but nailed a 46-yarder late in 


A 


f 


the Big 12 championship game. P Jeff Ferguson (43.9 yards per punt) is one BRING THE 
of the Big 12’s best, but the Sooners have struggled in punt protection. PRESSURE: The 
: Sooners will try to 
AdVantaG mmm 2 Weinte no ° 
making poor choices 


WR oL DL iB DB with the ball. 
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Oklahoma 
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{n a three-wideout formation, Oklahoma 
QB Josh Heupel (14) takes the snap and 
throws to WR Andre Woolfolk (17), who has 
come off the line of scrimmage. T Scott 
Kempenich (72) moves out and blocks 
down onthe cornerback covering WR Josh 
Norman (3), and Norman blocks the corner 
covering Woolfolk. WR Antwone Savage (6) 
completes the play by blocking the corner 
covering him. 
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Keys to the game 


1. Protect the quarterback. The 
passing game is the key to both offenses. 
Oklahoma must find a way to deal with 
quick Florida State DEs Jamal Reynolds, 
David Warren and Alonzo Jackson. That 
might mean keeping a back or tight end in to 
chip and help the tackle or dropping the 
center or guard back to help out. The 
Seminoles are most dangerous in blitz 
packages through the middle, bringing LBs 
Bradley Jennings and Tommy Polley or SS 
Derrick Gibson to overmatch and confuse 
blocking schemes. Oklahoma is tough off the 
edge in blitz packages with linebackers and 
SS Roy Williams, and FSU QB Chris Weinke 
has been rattled by pressure at times. His 
mobility is poor, but his quick release usually 
saves him. Miami harassed Weinke early and 
forced poor decisions and turnovers. The 
Sooners must get pressure. 

2. Special teams. The kick blocking 
and return teams have fueled the Sooners, 
leading to quick scores and a turn of 
momentum. Oklahoma needs at least one or 
two big plays on special teams to keep the 
game close early, and that means J.T. 
Thatcher must have an impact. Watch for 
WR Josh Norman, who came up with two 
punt blocks in big games. Seminoles WR 
Anquan Boldin is electrifying, and the 
Sooners’ coverage teams have been shaky. 
OU has enough to worry about stopping 
Florida State's offense. If the Seminoles’ 
return game gets going, too, it could get ugly. 

3. Wrap Up. The teams are two of the 
best in the country in yards after the catch. 
The defenses must prevent those yards, and 
the one that does it best might swing the 
game in its team’s favor. Linebackers must 
help with disciplined pass drops and sure 
tackling. Both lines chase well and pursue 
the play. 


a . i “ wy 
eS (nature, play: Seminoles 


four-wideout set, Florida State attacks 
zone and’ soft man-to-man defenses 
Wwith'a'spread formation. The shotgun 
gives QB' Chris Weinke (16) extra time 
to read| coverages. The free safety 
must choose between covering WR 
Anquan Boldin (4), who is breaking 
inside, or primary WR Marvin Minnis 


(13), who runs a curl if the corner is 
Off the line or a go route if the corner 
is playing back. WRs Atrews Bell (26) 
and Robert Morgan (87) are secondary 
deep reads for Weinke, and TB Travis 
Minor (23) runs a’circle route. 
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The book on... 


Atrews Bell 
FSU WR, 5-11/201, junior 


They are a tradition at Florida State. The small, 
garnet tomahawk stickers planted on the shining 
gold helmets. They represent achievement on the 
field and off it. 

Score a touchdown, get a tomahawk. Reach a 
certain grade-point average, get a tomahawk. 

You won't see any stickers cluttering the helmet 
of Atrews Bell. That's the way he wants it. It's 
about humility and reality and the delicate balance 
only he understands. 

“Tt just reminds me of what I've had to go 
through,” Bell says. “All the hard work and all the 
sweat and tears to get where I'm at today.” 

A star quarterback in high school, Bell shunned 
scholarship offers from other schools to walk on at 
Florida State. It took only two weeks for Bell to 
secure a scholarship, but that was more than 
enough time for him to see the other side. 

It took almost three more years to break out of 
a crammed depth chart at wide receiver. “I just feel 
like I've still got a lot to prove,” Bell says. 

Bell has been proving it over and over for the 
Seminoles, emerging as a playmaker in an offense 
loaded with talented skill players. He doesn't have 
blazing speed but is still a deep threat. Bell is not 
as flashy as teammate Anquan Boldin, but Bell's 
production is a key to FSU’s fast-break offense. 

“He scores touchdowns,” wide receivers coach 
Jeff Bowden says of Bell. “How’s that for 
production?” Bell has 37 receptions—10 for 
touchdowns—and is averaging 18.2 yards per 
catch. When defenses focus on All-American 
Marvin Minnis and Boldin, and slack off on Bell, 
they get burned. Miami concentrated on Minnis 
and Boldin, and Bell bumed the ‘Canes for six 
catches, 146 yards and a go-ahead touchdown late 
in the fourth quarter. 

“He catches everything,” says quarterback Chris 
Weinke. “And that’s a pretty comforting feeling.” 
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(—} Pos. No. Name (firstteambold) Ht/Wt. Yr. Comment 
hes | WR 12 ~~ Curtis Fagan 6-0/174 So. Fagan set the OU record for single-season 
6 Antwone Savage 6-1/190 So. touchdown catches with seven. 
ur 63 Frank Romero 6-4/280 Jr. Romero has developed into one of OU’s most 
Gil 65 Will Mathis 6-5/310 Jr. consistent linemen. 
(+-} LG 68 Howard Duncan 6-3/288 Jr. Duncan has made nine starts, the last eight at 
7 Josh Smith 6-1/280 So. _ left guard. 
Med Cc 59 Bubba Burcham 6-2/275 = Sr. Burcham isn't physically impressive, but he’s one of 
— 7 Josh Smith 6-1/280 So. the Big 12's guttiest performers. 
—y RG 75 Mike Skinner 6-4/300 So. Skinner has emerged as a force. He has size, 
68 Howard Duncan 6-3/288 Jr. strength and knowledge of the game. 
[—} RT 72 Scott Kempenich 6-5/302 ~—s Sr. Kempenich has good size and the footwork to 
(Ej 63 Frank Romero 6-4 280 Jr. take on quick rush ends. 
TE 88  TrentSmith 6-5/227. So. Smith runs well and can get open against 
90 Matt Anderson 6-2/252 Sr. defensive backs. 
WR 17 Andre Woolfolk 6-0/180 So. Woolfolk is gutty, gritty and willing to sacrifice his 
4 Jarvis Smith 5-8/170 Fr. body to make a tough catch. 
QB 14 Josh Heupel 6-2/214 Sr. _ Heupel’s efficient and productive passing has 
8 Nate Hybl 6-3/217 So. been the key to OU’s resurgence. 
WR 13 ~~ Damian Mackey 5-11/185 So. Mackey is one of OU’s best after the catch. 
3 Josh Norman 6-2/231 Jr. Norman is dangerous on punt-blocking unit. 
FB 35 Seth Littrell 5-10/221 Sr. When Littrell is on the field, he blocks. Period. 
43 Jamar Mozee 5-10/216 Fr. This position is overshadowed in the spread. 
TB 22 Quentin Griffin 5-6/193 So. _ Griffin is effective on draws and traps and out of 
47 Renaldo Works. 6-1/208 Fr. the backfield in isolation. 
DEFENSE 
LE 89 ‘Corey Heinecke 6-1/242 Jr. Strong against the run and a solid pass rusher, 
80 Dan Cody 6-4 230 Fr. Heinecke chases plays with his non-stop motor. 
Lr 94 ~~‘ Ryan Fisher 6-1/291 Sr. _ Fisher had five tackles for losses and gives the 
96 Jeremy Wilson-Guest 6-1 285 Sr. Sooners a secondary pass rush. 
RT 99 Bary Holleyman 6-4/284 Jr. _ Assolid combination of run stuffer and pass 
91 Ramon Richardson 6-1/293 Sr. _ rusher, Holleyman stops the run. 
RE 92 Corey Callens 6-2/258 Sr. Callens’ job is simple: Get the quarterback. He has 
53 Eric Thunander 6-2/243 So. five sacks and eight hurries. 
WLB 20 ~~ Rocky Calmus 6-2/234 Jr.  AButkus Award finalist, Calmus led OU in tackles 
45 Jimmy Wilkerson 6-4/230 Fr. (122), including 16 for losses. 
MILB 10 Torrance Marshall 6-2/247 = Sr. __—“ Marshall was told he wasn't good enough to play 
54 Teddy Lehman 6-1/232 Fr. in his home state of Florida. 
SLB 9 Roger Steffen 6-1/223 Sr. Steffen is best in coverage and improved 
50 Brian Jimerson 6-2/235 Fr. _ dramatically this season as a run stopper. OKLAHOMA TEAM 
cB 19 Micheal Thompson 6-1/196 So. Thompson gives OU a big, physical corner for PASSING 259 
1 ntei Jones 5-9/188 Sr. bump-and-run coverage. Rushini ds. 410-1.615 
h Att.comp. Int. Pct. Yds. TD Bay oe ! 
CB 2 Derrick Strait 5-11/194 Fr. Strait gives the Sooners attitude and athletic H 1 433 i 14 ie 3 ae 20 
1 Terrance Sims 6-1/185 Jr. playmaking in the secondary. anne 5 s Comp -Att int 460:380.17 
ss 38 Roy Williams 6-0/216 So. Williams is strong in run support, and OU likes F " 
34 Matt McCoy 5-10/195 Fr. to use him in various blitz packages. ein 
FS 15 J.T. Thatcher 5-11/217 Sr. Benched earlier this year, Thatcher made nearly RUSHING Passing yards per game 294.7 
5 7 Brandon Everage 5-11/192 Fr. every All-American team. Att. Yds. Avg. TDLong ! 
SPECIALISTS Griffin 189 783 41 16 49  Punts-avo. 52-41.8 
P 83 Jeff Ferguson 5-10/184 Jr. Ferguson's 42.7 career average is the best in OU Works GEN Sr, SLY Taye 
40 Tim Duncan 6-1/195 Jr _ history. i Penalties-yards 92-784 
K 40 Tim Duncan 6-2/198 Jr. Duncan's 98 points are an OU single-season a 
23 Jimmy Stewart 6-0/185 Fr. record for Kickers: =a : RECEIVING Thi down conversions» .450 
PR 15 J.T. Thatcher 5-11/217 Sr. Thatcher finished ninth in the nation with a 15.8 No. Y A 
13 Damian Mackey 5-11/185 So. —_ average per return. fo. Yds. Avg. TO Long Fea ore cae 
KR 6 Antwone Savage 6-1/190 So. Savage (19.3 yards per return) has speed and Savage 48 598 12.5 3 a s ene : 
15 J.T. Thatcher 5-11/217 Sr. big-play ability. 


Florida State With Florida State holding an early 3-0 lead against Clemson, QB Chris Weinke used LION'S SHARE: Heupel finished the 
a play-action fake and threw deep for WR Marvin Minnis, who streaked 98 yards for a score. The season with a sore elbow after firing 
play illustrated the Seminoles'quick-strike ability and was the beginning of their final runway stroll in off 433 of his team's 450 passes, 
the computer poll’s beauty pageant. 


klahoma WR Josh Norman broke free to block a Nebraska punt, turning the momentum of the 
biggest game of the Sooners’ season. Minutes later, an field goal gave OU a 17-14 lead, part of a 24- 
point second quarter against the then-No. 1 Huskers. Five weeks later, Norman had another big 
blocked punt in the Big 12 title game vs. K-State. 
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FLORIDA STATE 
PASSING 


Att.Comp. int. Pct. Yds. TD 
Weinke 431 266 11 .617 4,167 33 


RUSHING 
Att. Yds. Avg. TD Long 
Minor 181 923 51 5 67 


McCray 45 131 29 8 11 


RECEIVING 
No. Yds. Ava. TD Long 


Minnis 631,340 21.3 11 98 


CATCH-ALL: Minnis leads all Florida 
State receivers in catches, receiving 
yardage and touchdowns, 


455-1,980 


469-290-14 
Passing yards per game 384.0 
‘i | 
Punts.-avg 
‘ 
Penalties-yards 
é 

Third-down conversions 


50-40.4 


123-4,130 


440 


Points allowed per game 10.2 
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Name (first team bold) 
WR 4 Anquan Boldin 
80 Javon Walker 
LT 72 Brett Williams 
79 Todd Williams 
LG 64 Justin Amman 
51 Ron Boldin 
c 54  Jarad Moon 
2 Antoine Mirambeau 
RG 61 Montrae Holland 
74 Otis Duhart 
RT 75 Char-ron Dorsey 
78 Donald Heaven 
TE 84 _~ Ryan Sprague 
88 Carver Donaldson 
WR 26 = Atrews Bell 
4 Anquan Boldin 
QB 16 Chris Weinke 
14 Marcus Outzen 
FB 43 Randy Golightly 
39 Chad Maeder 
TB 23 ~~ Travis Minor 
20 Nick Maddox 
WR 13 ~~ Marvin Minnis 
21 Talman Gardner 
DEFENSE 
RE 58 Jamal Reynolds 
96 Randy Wilkins. 
T 45 _ Darnell Dockett 
90 Kevin Emanuel 
NG 91 Jeff Womble 
98 Chris Woods 
LE 99 David Warren 
48 Alonzo Jackson 
& WLB 29 Tommy Polley 
9 Kendyll Pope 
MLB 44 Bradley Jennings 
42 Jerel Hudson 
SLB 55 _~ Brian Allen 
32 Jean Jeune 
cB 8 Clevan Thomas 
3 Malcolm Tatum 
CB 27 Tay Cody 
10 Stanford Samuels 
Fs 28 ‘Chris Hope 
46 Gennaro Jackson 
ss 6 Derrick Gibson 
12  — Abdual Howard 
SPECIALISTS 
K 49 —_ Brett Cimorelli 
86 Matt Munyon 
P 47 ‘Keith Cottrell 
86 Matt Munyon 
PR 8 Clevan Thomas 
20 Nick Maddox 
KR 23 Travis Minor 
21 Talman Gardner 


6-2/205 
6-3/190 


6-6/315 
6-6/300 
6-4/305 
6-5/291 
6-4/300 
6-4/280 
6-3/325 
6-4/290 
6-7/330 
6-5/305 
6-5/260 
6-6/245 
5-11/201 
6-2/205 
6-5/229 
6-2/220 
6-2/237 
6-3/240 
6-1/190 
6-0/190 
6-1/186 
6-2/195 


6-4/254 
6-3/245 
6-4/260 
6-4/265 
6-3/295 
6-3/268 
6-5/250 
6-4/245 
6-5/233 
6-2/212 
6-3/230 
6-3/260 
6-2/225 
5-11/195 
6-0/175 
6-1/170 
5-11/180 
5-10/180 
6-2/195 
6-1/185 


6-2/207 
6-1/190 


6-4/220 
§-10/185 


6-4/205 
5-10/185 


6-0/175 
6-0/190 


6-1/190 
6-2/195 


Fr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Fr. 
Fr, 


Fr. 
So. 


Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 
Fr 


Jr. 
So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Fr. 
So. 


Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 


So. , 


Comment 

Boldin has been compared to Peter Warrick, but 
he lacks consistency. 

Brett Williams would be a first-round pick if he 
entered the NFL draft. 

Amman, a big, strong plugger, performs steadily 
each game. 

Moon has improved significantly but is 


overmatched at times, e 


Holland has the skills to be one of the nation’s 
best, but he is still learning. 

Dorsey thought about redshirting this season. 
He's now a top NFL prospect. 

Sprague is a competent receiver and'a better- 
than-average blocker. 

Bell is the forgotten playmaker. He finds open 
holes in zones and makes plays. 

Weinke has a national title, a Heisman Trophy and 
a fat investment portfolio. 

Golightly is a solid blocker, but he Is little threat to 
run the ball, 

Minor plays well within the offense and'rarely 
makes mistakes. 

Minnis makes tough catches despite his slight 
physical stature. 


Reynolds was dominant in some games but got 
lost in FSU’s two biggest (Miami and Florida). 
Dockett can rush the passer as Well as stuff the 
tun. 

Strong and versatile, Womble has quick feet and a 
powerful upper body. 

Warren developed into a potentially dominant 
pass rusher. 

Polley. is one of the nation’s best linebackers in 
coverage and rush situations. 

Asolid and steady force in the middle, Jennings 
makes plays. 

Oklahoma TE Trent Smith will challenge Allen's 
coverage skills. 

Thomas played better this season but still makes 
mistakes. 

Cody played much bigger than his stocky frame, 
as well as more consistently. 

Hope needs a better knowledge and command of 
the defense. 

Gibson's run support is good, but his coverage 
skills are lacking, 


Cimorelli is consistent inside the 40. Munyon’s 
kickoffs have improved. 

Cottrell had 14 punts inside the 20 in the regular 
season. 

Thomas has big-play ability, but he has had shaky 
moments. 

Gardner is one of the team’s fastest players on 
the team; Minor runs hard. 
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State 34, Oklahoma 20 


S71 
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Oklahoma's stout defense has yet to face an offense as versatile and dangerous as Florida State's. 
The Seminoles will build an early lead, spreading the field and stretching Oklahoma's coverage. 
Then, Florida State DEs Jamal Reynolds, David Warren and Alonzo Jackson will go to work on the 
other side, harassing Oklahoma QB Josh Heupel into quick decisions—and mistakes—against zone 
coverages. Florida State will make the Bowl Championship Series computer polls look like they 
knew what they were spitting out all along. 
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4:30 p.m. ET, January 1, 
Pasadena, Calif., ABC 


SEES Why you should watehe suaanans 


This game matches two of the nation’s top quarterbacks: Washington's Marques Tuiasosopo and 
Purdue's Drew Brees. The Boilermakers are making a rare visit to Pasadena—their only other trip 
was after the 1966 season. The Huskies are making their first Rose Bowl trip since the 1992 
season. This is their chance to show it is a legitimate national-title contender after feeling it wasn’t 
given the attention its accomplishments—which include dealing Miami its only loss—merited. 


Team analysis - 
Purdue | Washington 


Everyone knows about Purdue's offense, | The Huskies have a flair for the dramatic. 
which is led by QB Drew Brees. But it'sthe | | They won five Pac-10 games in a row with 
defense that has been the key. The _ | fourth-quarter touchdowns. The Huskies’ 
Boilermakers have speed, especially at | leader has been QB Marques Tuiasosopo, a 
linebacker, The line goes eight deep and | heady senior who epitomizes toughness. But 
features playmakers Akin Ayodele and Shaun | Washington lacks wideouts who inspire fear in 
Phillips at end. T Matt Mitrione plays like his | | opponents. The most effective tanget is 
hair is on fire. The Boilers have defended the | | mafnmoth Jerramy Stevens, who set a school 
option this year, so the Huskies won't surprise them. Though Purdue is adept at) \, singl@8@ason record for receptions by a tight end with 43. And this is a program 
chasing the ball, it doesn’t have much size. That could be a problem against a huge | | With seven tight ends in the NFL. So, instead of stretching the field vertically, the 
Washington offensive line. At least an inconsistent secondary has little to fear from | Huskies turn to Tuiasosopo's option skills to stretch the field horizontally. It usually 
the Huskies’ passing game. FS Stuart Schweigert is a true phenom. Expect Purdue ‘works if he keeps the ball or pitches to one of four tailbacks. Whoever runs does 


= 
z 
13 
Ey 
5 
2 


to move the ball vs. Washington, which failed to stymie a similar Oregon State" —_—*|_ so Behind the biggest line in the Pac-10. 
attack. Brees has seen every defense imaginable and will test an unspectacular | G Chad Ward and T Elliot Silvers are the stars of the experienced group. Though 
Washington secondary, but the Boilermakers’ receivers are as sporty and speedy as__|_ the offense is built for power, the defense is streamlined for speed. NT Larry 


SUVs. Vinny Sutherland, who doubles as a slippery return man, is the only wideout __|_ Triplett is a quick, disruptive force who plays low to the ground. He’s part of a 
with a fifth gear. WR John Standeford has been prolific. Tim Stratton, who won the | line that entered the season with myriad questions but emerged with all the 


Mackey Award as the nation’s top tight end, is a first-down maker. The line is an _ | answers. ILB Derrell Daniels cleans up the leakage. The secondary, which has 
unsung group that can finesse foes or punch them in the mouth. T Matt Light is a | overachieved, will be put to the test against Purdue. It’s vital that CB Anthony 
tough guy who plays with an attitude. When defenses drop eight in coverage, nifty | Vontoure be recovered from a thumb injury. FS Hakim Akbar is a headhunter. If it 
RB Montrell Lowe delights in squirting through seams and gaps. | | comes down to a field goal, the Huskies are set with K John Anderson. 
mStarting lineupsm Et mSeason results as 

PURDUE OFFENSE WASHINGTON OFFENSE | 

POS. NAME HTT, cL. POS, NAME HTT. cL. Purdue (8-3) Washington (10-1) 

WR Vinny Sutherland 5-9/188 Sr. WR Justin Robbins 6-0/175 Fr. vs.C. Michigan W 48-0 vs, Idaho W. 44-20 
WR Seth Morales 5-10/165 So. WR Todd Elstrom 6-3/200 dr. . 

ur Matt Light 6-5/297 Sr. uw Elliot Silvers 6-7/320 Sr. }4 LS W 45-10 vs. Miami We 
LG Gene Mruczkowski 6-2/299 So. LG Matt Fraize 6-4/300 Sr. lm atNotreDame L 23-21  atColorado W 17-14 
c Chukky Okobi 6-1/316 Sr. Cc Kyle Benn, 6-3/305 Jr i, 1 

RG lan Allen 6-5/290 Sr. RG Chad Ward 6-5/335 Sr. veaMionescia Wiasbseiy Hat Oregon ES 
RT _ Brandon Gorin 6-6/294 Sr. RT Wes Call 6-7/310 Sr. at Penn St. L 22-20 vs, Oregon St. W 33-30 
TE Tim Stratton 6-4/250 Jr TE Jerramy Stevens 6-7/255 So, i hi A 

QB Drew Brees 6-1/220 Sr. QB Marques Tuiasosopo 6-2/220 Sr. {i te Michigan W323! at Arizona St W 21-15 ‘ 
RB Montrell Lowe 5-8/186 So. TB Rich Alexis 6-0/215, Fr. j at Northwestern W 41-28 vs, California W 36-24 
WR John Standeford 6-4 b i FF 

eel rae ue i Be tei connit oles, s atWisconsin  W 30-24 at Stanford W 31-28 

DEFENSE F f 

POS, NAME HTT. cL. POS. ‘NAME ATA. cy. (PRRSAOUDISERRARSL27e (ieeticon a ace 
DE Shaun Phillips 6-3/239 Fr. OLB Jeremiah Pharms 6-1/250 Sr. fy atMichiganSt. L 30-10 vs. UCLA W 35-28 
oT Matt Mitrione 6-3/278 Jt. DE Marcus Roberson 6-4/285 Jr. i ; a 

DT Craig Terrill 6-3/272 Fr. NT _Larry Tripplett 6-1/295 Jr. vee W 41-13" at Washington. St. W. 51-3 
DE Akin Ayodele 6-3/247 Jr OT Ryan Julian 6-6/275 Jr. 

OLB Landon Johnson 6-2/217 Fr. OLB Jafar Williams 6-0/230 Jr. y Gar won te Shp | 
MLB Joe Odom 6-2/223 So. LB Ben Mahdavi 6-2/235 So. ; Advantage 

OLB Gilbert Gardner 6-2/205 Fr (LB Derrell Daniels 6-1/220 Sr CESSES: DEFENDS:  SEECIALTEAares deoeeane. 
CB Chris Clopton 5-7/170 Sr. CB Omare Lowe 6-1/205 Jr 

CB Ashante Woodyard 6-2/204 dr. CB Chris Massey 5-11/175 Fr. 

Ss Ralph Turner 6-2/209 So. Ss Hakim Akbar 6-1/210 Jt 

FS Stu Schweigert ~ 6-3/194 Fr. FS Greg Carothers 6-2/190 Fr. | 

SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS | Purdue 37, Washington 30 since the defensive 
K Travis Dorsch 6-6/212 Jt K John Anderson 6-1/170 So. | differences are slight, offense will dictate the outcome. The 

P Scott Kurz 6-1/194 Jr P Ryan Fleming 62180 St. Boilermakers have a balanced attack; the Huskies don’t. 
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Fiesta , 


=m. ET, January 1, 


{ mpe, Ariz., ABC 
wy you should watch 
No bow! better typifies today’s college football world than this one. Ten years ago, Oregon State had Jones 


Weathersb} eet 
a no chance to raise itself enough to meet Notre Dame in a major bowl. But the 85-scholarship limit has 


leveled the playing field. And how's this for a subplot: Oregon State coach Dennis Erickson has a his- 
tory against the Irish as the coach at Miami from 1989 to ’94. He's 1-1 against Notre Dame, which 
many think stole a BCS spot from Virginia Tech or Nebraska. 


Team analysis 
Oregon State Notre Dame 


Like Notre Dame, the Beavers thrived on It’s a long way to go from not appearing in 
turnovers, ranking fourth in the nation in _ | the preseason Associated Press poll to a BCS 

si turnover margin. Lost in the talk about | bowl. But here are the Irish. Before the season 2 
= Oregon State’s great offense has been the | was three weeks old, QB Arnaz Battle and £ 
2 play of a defense that has been at the heart | DE Grant Irons were lost for the season to z 
a of all those takeaways. The unit lacks size, injury. No problem. The offense tuned to a 3 
s but it has plenty of speed, which means it ) power running game behind RBs Julius Jones, g 
i ® rarely plays nickel packages because the Tony Fisher and Terrance Howard. That gave 

linebackers are suited to defend the pass. The secondary is the best asset. CBs a} \ true fréshman QB Matt LoVecchio time to find a comfort zone. He has proved adept 

Dennis Weathersby and Keith Heyward-Johnson are big and can cover any Notre ||| Yatrunning the option and can sling the ball, too. Still, the Irish would be wise to run 

Dame receiver. SS Terrence Carroll, who was born to hit, must lend run support. | | | right at a smallish Oregon State defense to take advantage of their size and to 

Es DeLawrence Grant, who has 11 tackles for loss and six sacks, and LaDairis i neutralize the Beavers’ speed. A good ground game would open the pass for TE 

Jackson, who has 19 tackles for loss and 10 sacks, are the playmakers up front Jabiati Holloway, who is dangerous over the middle, and WRs Joey Getherall and 

who must slow the Irish’s ground attack. LB Darnell Robinson is a tackling force. It | Javin Hunter, who are big-play threats. But the key to success has been the fact that 

will be important to play assignment football against Notre Dame's option. Coach "Notre Dame hasn't beaten itself. The Irish committed eight turnovers, fewest in the 

Dennis Erickson’s spread offense is led by QB Jonathan Smith, a former walk-on. | nation, and opponents coughed it up 22 times. Give credit to the defense, This is a 

He has a big arm’and makes smart plays. He is made better by a group of big | veteran unit that features good athletes, including FS Tony Driver and CB Brock 


Williams in the secondary. They must get physical with the Beavers’ big receivers, 
who must be knocked off their routes to disrupt the passing game's timing in the 
spread offense. The Irish defended a similar attack well against Purdue. LB Anthony 
Denman has speed to clog running lanes. The Irish must get a pass rush. 


Season resulis Se 


receivers that includes Robert Prescott, T.J. Houshmandzadeh and Chad Johnson, a 
junior college sensation who has an NFL future. The star of the attack is RB Ken 
Simonton, a mighty mite who ran for 1,542 yards. He benefited from a line that 
entered the year with several questions but developed into a strong group. 


ES Starting Lineups 


OREGON STATE OFFENSE NOTRE DAME OFFENSE 

POS. NAME HTJWT. CL. POS. NAME HT/WT. CL. Oregon State (10 1) Notre Dame (9 2) 

WR Chad Johnson 6-2/187 Sr. WR Joey Getherall 5-7/170 Sr. vs. E. Washington W 21-19 vs. TexasA&M WW 24-10 
WR Robert Prescott 5-11/184 Sr. WR David Givens 6-3/214 Jr. , 

WR ‘TJ. Houshmandzadeh 6-2/211 Sr. ut Jordan Black 6-6/308 Jr. atNew Mexicojss Wi28;20 EME DEEE peeies 
LT Vincent Sandoval 6-4/307 Jr LG Jim Jones 6-2/312 Sr. vs. San Diego St. W 35-3 vs, Purdue W 23-21 r 
LG Robert Sykes 6-5/338 Sr, C Jeff Faine 6-3/290 So. 1 ‘chi " 

c Chris Gibson 6-3/276 Jr. RG Mike Gandy 6-4/305 Sr. Celis WESIG2IM etMichlocnSeReEeie2 
RG Jared Cornell 6-3/317 Sr. RT _ Kurt Vollers 6-7/307 Sr. atWashington L 33-30 vs. Stanford W 20-14 
RT ‘Mitch White 6-5/311 Sr. QB Matt LoVecchio 6-4/194 Fr. 

QB Jonathan Smith 5-11/198 Jr. TE —_Jabari Holloway 6-3/265 Sr, PS USL OI memset venta WESEsIs 
TE Martin Maurer 6-5/243 Sr. FB Tom Loplenski 6-1/236 Jr at UCLA W 44-38  atWestVirginia W 42-28 
TB Ken Simonton 5-8/194 Jr. TB Tony Fisher 6-2/225 Jr vs. Washington St.W 38-9 vs. Air Force W 34-31 
DEFENSE DEFENSE a 

POS, NAME HT. CL. POS. NAME HW. cL at California W 38-32  vs.BostonColl. W 28-16 
DE _ DeLawrence Grant 6-3/264 Sr. DE Anthony Weaver 6-3/276 Jt at Arizona W 33-9 at Rutgers W 45-17 
DT —_Eric Manning 6-1/282 So. NG Lance LeGree 6-1/290 Sr 

DT Ryan Atkinson 6-6/278 Sr. DT BJ. Scott 6-3/285 St ves oego UP ZEAE) Haase Wise) 
DE —_LaDairis Jackson 6-3/258 Sr DE Ryan Roberts 6-2/254 Jt 

OLB Darnell Robinson 6-0/227 Sr. OLB Anthony Denman 6-2/236 Sr. ae. eee | 
MLB Richard Seigler 6-3/204 Fr. MLB Tyreo Harrison 6-2/242 Jr Advantage 

OLB James Allen 6-3/227 Jr OLB Rocky Bolman 6-4/239 Jt OFFERS DECAEE|  SEECAL TERMS COATES 
CB -KelthHeyward-Johnson —_5-11/187 Sr. CB Brock Williams 5-10/190 Sr. 

CB Dennis Weathersby 6-1/203 So, CB Clifford Jefferson 5-9/175 Je 

SS Terrence Carroll 6-0/215 Sr SS _Ron|srael 6-1/208 St cm, 

FS Calvin Carlyle 6-0/186 Je FS Tony Driver 6-1/220 Sr Ih ied SS 
SPECIALISTS 3 SPECIALISTS Oregon State 28, Notre Dame 27 Though the Irish - 

K Ryan Gesca 5-8/167 So. K Nick Setta 5-11/169 So. have not faced a better offense than Oregon State’s, the 

P Mike Fessler 5-11/214 Sr. Pp Joey Hildbold 5-10/185 So. Beavers’ defense will make the difference. 
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Why you should watch 


Before Florida-Florida State, before Florida State-Miami, there was Florida-Miami. The teams Grasenian 
haven't played since 1987 and depending on whom you talk to, the series was dropped because A.) 
Florida was tired of getting embarrassed, or B.) Florida couldn't play Miami and an eight-game SEC 
schedule. The once bitter and balanced series (Florida leads 25-24 all-time) returns with high stakes. 
Miami can win a share of the national championship with help from Florida State in the Orange Bowl. 


got away from coach Steve 
earlier this season. The Gators were 
by Mississippi State and had a full- 


prize: A bowl game against a rats a ed et 


wal to prove they should be the es play ‘ing 


ROBERT SEALE /TSN 


in the Orange Bowl, Miami can grab a : B 
— . of the national title. The first part of that | | 
equation will be harder than the second. Miami has one of the most productive q 
offenses in the nation, led by QB Ken Dorsey and a group of electric skill players: 
WRs Santana Moss, Reggie Wayne and Daryl Jones will give Florida's secondary fits, 
especially if the offensive line can protect and give them the time to use double 
moves. If Florida thought Mississippi State had a tough power running game, 
until it gets a look at bruising RBs James Jackson, Najeh Davenport and Clinto! 
Portis. Look for Miami to find ways to get speedy Davenport and Jackson match have to leave its cormnerbacks in man coverage, and that will present 

up with Florida linebackers in the passing game. The pressing issue for Miami is | efensively, the Gators led the nation and set a school record by forcing 
its defense will adjust to Florida's offense. Any time Florida's Steve Spurrier has ¢ a turnovers and had a plus-19 turnover margin. CB Lito Sheppard and SS Todd 
month to plan for a game, the Gators often are better prepared than the oppont 
Expect Miami to pressure Gators QB Rex Grossman, rotating blitz packages with 
LBs Chris Campbell and Dan Morgan or Ss Edward Reed and Al Blades. But that also 
leaves CBs Leonard Myers, Mike Rumph and Phil Buchanon in man coverage. 


es Starting Lineups 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


youngest team to win a title. It is full of 
undéfélassmen who developed and produced as the season progressed. The 


e click, and WR Reche Caldwell has emerged as a dangerous No. 2 receiver. 
Senior QB Jesse Palmer gave key relief performances against Georgia and South 
without his work the Gators would be spending the postseason in 
La. If Florida can run with TBs Earnest Graham and Robert Gillespie, 


ities and opponents’ mistakes. The Gators must get pressure from the 
id that means Es Alex Brown and Clint Mitchell must find a way to beat 
talented OT tandem of Bryant McKinnie and Joaquin Gonzalez. 


Season results 


MIAMI OFFENSE FLORIDA OFFENSE Miami (10-1) Florida (10-2) 4 
Pos. NAME HT/WT. cL. POS. NAME HT/WT. CL. 

WR — Santana Moss 5-10/180 Sr WR Jabar Gaftney 641/191 Fr vs. McNeese St. W 61-14 vs. Ball State W 40-19 
WR Reggie Wayne 6-1/195 Sr. WR Reche Caldwell 6-0/199 Fr, at Washington L 34-29 vs. Mid. Tenn, St. W 55-0 

LT Bryant McKinnie 6-9/330 Jr. LT Mike Pearson 6-7/291 So. = 

LG Greg Latfere 6-5/305 Sr LG Thomas Moody 6-3/302 & at West Virginia W 47-10 at Tennessee W 27-23 

c Brett Romberg 6-3/290 So, c David Jorgensen 6-4/284 So, at Rutgers W 64-6 vs. Kentucky, W 59-31 
RG Martin Bibla 6-4/285 Jr RG Leon Hires 6-4/283 Sr. F a , 

RT Joaquin Gonzalez 6-5/290 Je RT Kenyatta Walker 6-5/298 Jt vs. Florida St.  W 27-24 at MississippiSt. L 47-35 
TE Ivan Mercer 6-7/245 Sr. TE Aaron Walker 6-6/240 So. at Temple W 45-17 vs. LSU W 41-9 

08 Ken Dorsey 6-5/195 So. QB Rex Grossman 6-1/216 Fr. 

FB. Najeh Davenport 6-2/235 Je FB Rod Frazier 5-11/255 St vs. La. Tech W 42-31 vs. Auburn W 38-7 
TB Jamés Jackson 511/215 Sr. RB Earnest Graham §-9/213 So. vs. Va. Tech W 41-21 vs. Georgia W 34-23 
DEFENSE DEFENSE vs. Pittsburgh  W 35-7 atVanderbit © W 43-20 
POS. NAME HT/WT. CL. POS. NAME HT/WT. CL. 7 

DE Cornelius Green 6-4/250 Je DE Clint Mitchell 6-7/245 Fr. at Syracuse W 26-0 vs.S.Carolina = W 41-21 
OT —Damione Lewis 6-3/295 Sr. OT —_Buck Gurley 6-2/285 Sr. vs. Boston Coll. W 52-6 — atFlorida St. L 30-7 

DT William Joseph 6-5/290 So. NG Gerard Warren 6-4/308 Jr 

DE JamaalGreen  , —_—6-3/250 So, RE Alex Brown 6-4/262 Jt vs. Auburn W 28-6 
WLB Howard Clark 6-1/220 So. WLB Mike Nattiel 5-11/220 So. esas | 
MLB Dan Morgan 6-3/230 Sr. MLB Travis Carroll 6-4/232 J. Advantage 

SLB Chris Campbell 6-2/225 Jt SLB Marques Oquendo-Johnson 6-4/215 So. OFFENSE | DEFENSE =i GREDUAL TEAMS) \COACENA 
CB Mike Rumph 6-2/200 Jr CB Lito Sheppard 5-10/189 So. Florida Ae ce => 

CB Leonard Myers 6-0/200 Sr. CB Robert Cromartie 5-8/187 Jr Miami ®@' ‘ean 
Ss Edward Reed 6-0/190 Jr. ss Marquand Manuel 6-0/202 Jr = 

FS AIBlades 6-2/205 Sr. FS Todd Johnson 6-1/193 So. TSN ler _— as 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS Miami 35, Florida 24 Miami will have all the 

P Freddie Capshaw 5-11/180 So. P Alan Rhine 5-11/192 Sr. Motivation: an opportunity to win a piece of the national 

K Todd Slevers 6-3/215 So. K Jeff Chandler 6-2/217 Jn championship by beating an old rival. It's a no-brainer, 
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Johnson 


Stand in QB Steve 
few days. Here's what 
he has heard: He's 
a winner, he can't get 
the ball to dangerous WRs Ken-Yon Rambo and | 
Reggie Germany, and he panics in the pocket And'on 
and on. Truth is, OSU’s offensive line is average, and | 
the running game, despite solid RBs Derek Combs and 
Jonathan Wells, hasn't made a significant impact ina) 
big game. Simply put, the Buckeyes-have been ; 
winning with defense. OSU is No. 1 in the Big Ten in — 
rush defense, scoring defense and takeaways, and 

second in total defense. It starts with T Mike Collins, 


7 


iE Brent Johnson and LBs Joe Cooper and Matt : ’ 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


give up too many big plays. 


For Tennessee, it's a preview of what should be 
one of the nation’s best teams in 2001. For Kansas 
State, it’s another chance to show the nation it's a 
big boy after another disappointing season. 


Team analysis 


Tennessee 
This was supposed 


so to finish here is a 
plus. The offense has 
new balance with the 
development of —  —— 
freshman QB Casey Clausen. RB Travis Henry is a | 
workhorse who set the school season rushing record 
with 1,314 yards. Look for Kansas State to stack the | 
line and force Clausen to win the game. The defensive’ 
line is a key to success, T John Henderson and E Will” 
Overstreet lead a strong front seven. LBs Eric 
Westmoreland, Anthony Sessions and Dominique 
Stevenson kill foes with speed. That should be enough 
to slow K-State’s average ground game and to contain” 
its passing game. The secondary struggles against big — 
receivers such K-State’s Quincy Morgan. K Alex Walls 
is one of the nation’s best. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


vA 
ee Th you should watch 


Someone has to get up off the deck. Ohio State 
started 5-0 before losing two of its last four. South 
Carolina started 7-1—on the heels of a 21-game 
losing streak—before losing three in a row. 


to be arebuilding year, | 


f 


Outhack 


11 a.m. ET, January 1, 
Tampa, ESPN 


Bellisari’s cleats fora | Ho 


things) up somewhat on offense with spread 


but struggled in November, and the Gamecocks 
esperately need balance. The team has one of the 
Bars more underrated defenses, using an 
“unorthodox 3-3-5 scheme to rank No. 6 in the nation 
in average points allowed (15.8). Expect South 


Cleveland Pinkney and LB Kalimba Edwards 
vide pressure up front. CB Sheldon Brown and SS 


11 a.m. ET, January 
Dallas, Fox 


Kansas State 
: ‘They were supposed 
mtend for the 

national title, but the 
‘Wildcats are left playing 2 
for pride. Why? 

Because the offense is 

|| uneven. QB Jonathan Beasley lacks pocket presence. 
. He's jist as apt to take off running as he is to throw. 
| “When he throws, he has two of the Big 12’s finest 
targets—WRs Aaron Lockett and Quincy Morgan—but 
_ the passing attack doesn’t get consistent support from 
_| the running game. Defense is where this team makes 
| | hay. It begins with a strong line led by T Mario 
‘atafehi and E Monty Beisel. The secondary, with 


| = Butler and Dyshod Carter, has the ability 
| 


and experience to contain Tennessee's receivers, The 
Vols should beware of Lockett and RB David Allen on 
| pant returns. K Jamie Rheem is a difference-maker. 


= bes 


Outback: Matt Hayes; Cotton: Tom Dienhart 


teri @ncies, and it revolves around the sporadic play of 
“QB Phil Petty. RB Derek Watson reached 1,000 yards 


lina to crowd the line with as many as eight in the 


had Faison are two of the SEC’s best in coverage. 


Ohio State (8-3) South Carolina (7-4) 
vs. Fresno St. W 43-10 vs.N. Mexico St. W.31-0 
at Arizona W 27-17 vs. Georgia W 21-10 
vs. Miami (Ohio) W 27-16 vs.E. Michigan W 41-6 
vs. Penn St. W 45-6 vs. Mississippi St. W 23-19 
at Wisconsin W 23-7 atAlabama L 27-17. 
vs. Minnesota L 29-17 at Kentucky W 20-17 
at lowa W 38-10 vs. Arkansas W 27-7 
| at Purdue L 31-27 atVanderbilt W 30-14 
) vs. Michigan St. W 27-13  vs.Tennessee L 17-14 
at Illinois W 24-21  atFlorida L 41-21 
vs. Michigan L 38-26 at Clemson L 16-14 
Advise SSS Ses 
OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 
Sout ene i 
Ohio State @ @& @ 
ISktclit ESS SS 


Ohio State 24 South Carolina 13 in any other 
year, OSU would be wallowing about playing here. But a bowl- 
less ’99 and the gritty Gamecocks will bring out the best. 


Tennessee (8-3) Kansas State (10-3) 


vs. Southern Miss W 19-16 vs. lowa W 27-7 
vs. Florida L 27-23 vs, La. Tech W 54-10 
vs.La.-Monroe W 70-3 vs. Ball St. W 76-0 
at LSU L 38-31 vs. North Texas W 55-10 
at Georgia L 21-10 at Colorado W 44-21 
vs. Alabama W 20-10 atKansas W 52-13 
at South Carolina W 17-14 vs.Oklahoma  L 41-31 
at Memphis W 19-17 vs.TexasTech W 28-23 
vs. Arkansas W 63-20 atTexasA&M L 26-10 
vs. Kentucky W 59-20 vs. lowa St. W 56-10 
#) at Vanderbilt W 28-26 vs.Nebraska  W 29-28 
at Missouri W 28-24 
vs. Oklahoma  L 27-24 
Advantage _ [SSS 
OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 
Tennessee @ @& 
Kansas State @ @ 
Nit a3 55s5)| 


Tennessee 23 Kansas State 10 (state has 
the defense to pose problems for Clausen, but can it score 
enough? Not unless it gets points from its special teams. 
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Gator 


12:30 p.m. ET, January 7, 
2 Jacksonville, NBC 
Why you should watch 7 
Dantzler The quarterback battle between Clemson's Clemson (9-2) Virginia Tech (10-1) 
Woodrow Dantzler and Virginia Tech’s Michael Vick vs. The Citadel W 38-0 vs. Akron W 52-23 


vs. Missouri W 62-9 atEastCarolina W 45-28 
vs.Wake Forest W 55-7 vs. Rutgers W 49-0 
at Virginia W 31-10 atBoston Coll. W 48-34 
at Duke W 52-22 vs. Temple W 35-13 


has four-star potential. It will be Vick’s swan song if 
he reneges on a pledge to return for his junior year. 


Team analysis 


Clemson 
After an 8-0 start, The game is on New vs. NC St. W 34-27 vs.W.Virginia W 48-20 
Fd the Tigers finished 1-2. ear’s Day, but it’s not vs. Maryland W 35-14 — at Syracuse W 22-14 
5s Still, this is a good team. _ at North Carolina W 38-24 vs. Pittsburgh  W 37-34 
& QB Woodrow Dantzler y vs.GeorgiaTech L 31-28 at Miami L 41-21 
an emerged as one of the | After eee atFloridaSt L 54-7  atCentral Florida W 44-21 
= most exciting players im pence Tau vs. South CarolinaW 16-14 vs. Virginia W 42-24 


the nation. The offense | Ferrin Michael Vick is 
is built,around his running skills, which aren't 100, { hitfing his stride. His combination of running and 
percent because of a lingering ankle injury. The | / | )passing makes him one of the nation’s most 
passing game has a star in WR Rod Gardner. The line al dangerous weapons. WR Andre Davis is a deadly 
doesn’t have much bulk, but nimble linemen are, ool ar etybut a foot injury has slowed him. This is a 
ferred in the no-huddle, spread offense. RB Travis ming team, though. RB Lee Suggs has speed, 
Zachery is a lunch-pail guy who doubles as a capable | power and an unparalleled nose for the end zone. 
pass-catching option. The defensive front seven 
doesn’t have a lot of playmakers, but speedy 

LB Keith Adams is a monster. Sidekick Chad Carson — 
is formidable, too. Clemson’s secondary is prone to 
springing leaks, but Virginia Tech’s passing attack isn't 
that scary. FS Robert Carswell is a keeper. H 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 


Virginia Tech iT C3 @ 
Ted the nation with 28 TDs and benefits from a = 
line. The defense blended eight new starters TON VCFCiCl = 


and 1 Tetained its attacking ways but struggled to 
erate a pass rush. That hurt a secondary set back 
injuries. You can’t discuss Tech without bringing 


[up special teams. Blocking kicks is a specialty. 


Virginia Tech 33, Clemson 17 Tech's ability to 
control the clock with a strong ground game, coupled with 
Vick’s big-play skills, will make for many happy Hokies. 


Soe, 


L | 
Ee Why you should watch 
Terrell Here’s your ridiculously early preview of the 2001 Michigan (8-3) Auburn (9-3) 
Heisman race. Michigan QB Drew Henson and Auburn vs. Bowling Green W 42-7 vs. Wyoming W 35-24 


TB Rudi Johnson will be at the top of the list next year 
and can grab early hype with big performances. 


vs. Rice W 38-7 at Mississippi  W 35-27 
at UCLA L 23-20 vs, LSU W 3447 
at Illinois W 35-31 vs. N. Illinois W 31-14 
vs. Wisconsin W 13-10 — vs, Vanderbilt W 33-0 
at Purdue L 32-31 at MississippiSt. L 17-10 
vs. Indiana W 58-0 at Florida L 38-7 
vs. Michigan St. W 14-0 vs. La. Tech W 38-28 
at Northwestern L 54-51 vs, Arkansas W 21-19 
vs. Penn St. W 33-11 vs. Georgia W 29-26 
at Ohio St. W 38-26  atAlabama W 9-0 


Michigan 
There's no better 
trifecta in the nation 
_ than QB Drew Henson, ~ 
TB Anthony Thomas _ plan. Aubum won the 
and WR David Terrell. | SEC West Division with 
The Wolverines score 4 i : 


_ The Tigers are a year 
ahead of coach Tommy 


TODD WARSHAW FOR TSH 


in bunches—and have ~ 5 
to because of an inconsistent defense. Thomas runs \ undersized defense that overachieved and played vs. Florida L 28-6 
behind the Big Ten’s best line, led by All-American | ‘wwith passion. It also helped that TB Rudi Johnson Adyvanlage LAE | 


G Steve Hutchinson and All-Big Ten T Jeff Backus. iG gained 1,567 yards in his first year of Division I—and OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 
Thomas’ combination of size, power and speed he did it,against defenses that knew he's all Auburn 

wears down defenses and sets up Michigan's s. WRs Ronney Daniels and Deandre Green and 
dangerous passing game with Terrell and WR _ | TE Lorenzo Diamond are threats, but QB Ben Leard’s 
Marquise Walker. Terrell (6-3, 210) will present ie lack of arm strength limits the offense to shorter 
problems for undersized Auburn CBs Larry Casher eee On defense, Auburn has one of the nation’s 
and Rodney Crayton. Two positives for Michigan's dest Tmemen in freshman T DeMarco McNeil. 
defense: The Wolverines have had success against || Otherwise, it’s overachievers such as LBs Rob Pate 
big backs, and Aubum's limited QB Ben Leard won't | | and Alex Lincoln playing disciplined in schemes 


test the shaky secondary. 1 | | designed for their abilities. 


Michigan 34, Auburn 16 underachieving 
Michigan, with its superior offensive talent, will run over 
overachieving Auburn's overworked and overwhelmed defense. 
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bile, Ala., ESI 
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py you should vac ee oi you 1 should —_ 
To see TB LaDainian Tomlinson of TCU Tomlinson Foreman You could call it the Lame Duck Bowl. Stroud 
=e “4 aoe 7 


before his college career ends. Southern Georgia coach Jim Donnan is out, and Vir- 
Miss has one of the nation’s best ginia coach George Welsh announced his 


defenses, led by standout E Cedric Scott. Tetirement. This game is in paradise? 


Team analysis 2 Team analysis 

= Southem Niss (74) | {Tcu (10-1) a 2 Virginia (6-5) (7-4) 

z The Golden ie TB LaDainian Be An injury to Georgia's 

Z| Eagles slumped, miinson is the ES 2 starting QB Dan fense revolves 

5 losing three of at and Fea Ellis left the around the 
their last four games, and the main tatoes of the offense and one of the position in shambles, but the running sing game, which has sputtered 
problem was turnovers. In their 6-1 _| finest runners in the country. He game got room to sparkle. TB Antwoine juently. QB Quincy Carter is 
start, they committed 10 turnovers; in | /'racked up 2,158 yards and 22 TDs. Womack led the ACC through the ‘questionable with a thumb injury, and 
their three late losses, they had 12. | QB.Casey Printers is the energizer of regular season with 1,028 yards and _ | he ‘hasn't been particularly effective. 
RB Dawayne Woods suffered an ankle |) ) the Horned Frogs’ option-based attack, scored nine touchdowns. Tyree Foreman | ory Phillips filled in admirably, 
sprain against East Carolina that still arid his passing has improved as the scored eight times in 72 carries. There's | | throwing for eight touchdowns in nine 
might bother him. QB Jeff Kelly is ani) mn Has progressed. And let's not one big problem: Georgia's run-stuffing és. Whoever starts must get the ball 
easy target for the teams critics, but he it the defense. DE Aaron Schobel is DTs Richard Seymour and Marcus R Terrence Edwards and TE Randy 
was basically solid during the regular -motor terror whose stats (54 Stroud are on the other side of the ball. ~ ichael. Georgia has improved 
season, playing behind what was often’ uf les, 6.5 sacks) don’t fully measure The Cavs struggle against good defenses; tically on defense. The special 
a shaky line. On defense, the Golden i pact; opponents ran away from they scored a combined 13 points agai are excellent: K Billy Bennett is 
Eagles allowed only 2.8 yards per rush. | q a lot. TCU allowed just 44 percent Clemson, Florida State and Georgia Tech. (4 on field goals, and P Jonathan 
E Cedric Scott is the leader. 7 [E passing and intercepted 15 passes. And Virginia's defense is awful. Igo i is one of the SEC’s best. 


Advantage 


eaecinaials @& 


Nashville, Tenn., ESI 


en why you should watch parecer you should vat 


This game has the potential for offen- It's the final game for West Virginia Miller. 
sive fireworks. BC’s Tim Hasselbeck and coach Don Nehlen, who looks to end a 
ASU's Jeff Krohn lead offenses that were string of eight losses in bowls. Nehlen has 
it-and-miss much of the season. spent 21 seasons with the Mountaineers. 


to airit out, but 
they haye a solid | 
ground game. TB William Green rushed 
for 1,164 yards and 14 touchdowns. S 

The defense, ravaged by injury, barely is} ’ to choose from: TE Todd Heap and 
holding together. At one point, the unit ||| WRs)Richard Williams and Donnie 
featured three sophomores and four! / ‘O'Neal. Injuries hampered the running 
redshirt freshmen as starters. FS RaMon_ game and contributed to 407 pass 
Johnson and CB Willie Poole lead the” 
team in tackles, which means opposing. 
offenses get into the secondary. Still, 
B.C’s foes scored only 51 points in the 
fourth quarter. The Eagles wore down 


DAVID SANDERS FOR TSN 
JASON WISE FOR TSN 
ROBERT SEALE 7TSN 


new coach Rich Rodriguez. The offe is 
has dealt with injuries all season; © \ QB:Romaro Miller and WR Grant 

RB Avon Cobourne and QB Brad Lewis | "Heard parlayed their senior seasons 
missed significant time. WR Khori Ivy, | into record: ‘book success, becoming the 
who holds school and Big East records 
with 39 consecutive games with ay eiver. CB Ken Lucas is the 
reception, has been the most co! 1 best defensive player; his 
weapon. LB Grant Wiley epitomizes t nverage ability allows the Rebels 
young, aggressive defense. He was the ances with blitzes. Up front, 


late in the season; they were outscore \SU coach. Snyder is being forced out third-leading tackler and returned tw Burgess provides relentless 
80-22 by Miami and Notre Dame, ~ ur years after reaching the Rose Bowl. of his three interceptions for scores. é on opposing quarterbacks. 
‘Advantage TSN verdict Advantage TSN verdictam 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 


Arizona State 35 West Virginia 
Boston College 24 Ee 


Mississippi 38 
West Virginia 16 


Mobile Alabama: Eric Edholm; Oahu, Aloha: Andy Clendennen; Music City: Marcus Carmouche. DECEMBER 25, 2000 > TSN 61 
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\\\\ 7 p.m. ET, i) 
rie you should ach 1 you should Mt >= 


Johnson You'll see two rising programs, two Rivers Rosenfels It's a good chance to see how perennial Bryant 
ties high-powered offenses and two of the cupcake lowa State reached its first bow! : : , 
nation’s best receivers: Minnesota's Ron in 22 years. And to see perhaps the na- 

Johnson and NC State's Koren Robinson. tion’s best wideout, Pitt's Antonio Bryant. 


meronwccomt An 
» ‘al 


. Team analysis 

e Minnesota (6-5) NC State (7-4) 

g WR Ron '- First-year 

3] Johnson and coach Chuck 

i = RB TellisRedmon | Amato has the | 
accounted for 54 percent of iIfpack back in the postseason and back, the offense became more 
Minnesota's total offense and half of its | powng of bigger things down the road. sistent and dangerous, QB John 
touchdowns. The Gophers are 22nd\in~ 1 could they not, with WR Koren i i i Turman (2,135 yards, 19 TDs) throws to 
the nation in total offense despite using ) Robinson, a sophomore, and QB Philip defense. On the other hand, QB Sage _ f the best receiving corps in 
two quarterbacks (Travis Cole and Asad fi Rivers, a freshman, leading the way? Rosenfels has been productive, rushing lege football, led by Antonio Bryant 
Abdul-Khaliq). The line is led by C Ben | Robinson has the height and hops for 10 touchdowns and throwing for 02/yards, 11 TDs). Senior 
Hamilton and OT Adam Haayer. (88+inchivertical) to make big plays on 2,300 yards. The Cyclones take »Kevan Barlow, who rushed for 277 
Defensive coordinator David Gibbs will 1 ii | the deep ball. Rivers is tough and advantage of TB Ennis Haywood and in the regular-season finale 
turn loose All-Big Ten DE Karon Riley | Matented and has developed quickly. WR J.J. Moses in a balanced game plan. | against West Virginia, gives the 
(13 sacks). DT John Schlecht and | Defensively, All-American LB Levar Haywood had 1,237 yards rushing, and thers terrific balance. Pittsburgh's 
CB Willie Middlebrooks are playmakers, | Fisher, who has 158 tackles, leads the Moses had 777 yards receiving. Another | defense is solid, posting two shutouts 
and P Preston Gruening leads the nation | way. Expect Minnesota to test key for Iowa State: 25 seniors who are _| this season. Gerald Hayes and Amir 
with a 45.2-yard average. | DBs Adrian Wilson and Terrence Holt. starving for a bowl game. ‘Purifoy are fast, aggressive linebackers. 

Advantage TSN verdictaa [Advantage TSN verdictam 
OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 
Minnesota 44 lowa State @ @ Pittsburgh 42 
NC State 34 Pittsburgh o> & lowa State 26 


ont - 
2 p.m. ET, LB 
SM December 29, | 


pan, ET | J 
mber 29). 
iphis, ESPN. E/ Paso, Texas, CBS 


EE Why you should walght————=— pee a= Mihy you should Vac h 


Crowell These underrated teams are worth Stallings Bennett {t's a team game, but check out pre- Mitchell 

E es getting to know. Louisville's air attack rivals ; mier talents in Badgers RB Michael Ben- 
recent Chris Redman-led offenses. The Nett and Bruins WR Freddie Mitchell in the 

Rams lost twice by only seven total points, teams’ third bow! meeting in eight years. 


& =z id 
= Team analysis me eM Team analysis 5 
| Colorado St. (9-2) | !Louisville (9-2) 28 Wisconsin (8-4) || UC z 
4 QB Matt | John L. Smith's Hy | The season ‘ 2 
2 Newton threw | system starts with S 3 might have a Ss 

some costly inter- | the quarterback, race happy ending F 


ceptions early in the season, but it ap- | and Dave Ragone has been everything after it began with a shoe scandal that 
pears he fixed the problem. He can't fie | | the team hoped for and more. His led to suspensions of several players. defense, which is bad news for the 
injuries to top weapons WRs Dallas if ‘gaudy numbers (2,621 yards, 27 TDs) The pass blocking is spotty, but the ruins because Wisconsin plays 

Davis and Pete Rebstock. Rebstock i( and.maturity can scare the hardiest blocking is solid. Expect RB Michael | | physically on offense. The secondary is 
should be ready for Louisville. After defense. RB Tony Stallings is a nice fit Bennett and Co. to have their way Nsolid but is hindered by the lack of a 
struggling through the middle of the in the one-back offense, and the line, against a patchwork UCLA front seven ass rush. QB Cory Paus has good 
season, RB Cecil Sapp exploded the last | ‘led by anchor C Jason Padget, bowls That will take pressure off QBs Brooks: | kar 
two games, rushing for 277 yards and __ | people over. The defense bends quite a 


ems an eternity ago. Perens wrecked 


three TDs. The defense is stingy. | | bit but rarely breaks. Keep a close eye 
OLB Rick Crowell led the Mountain. || on S Anthony Floyd, who finished with a missed time with a concussion, and 
West in tackles. CB Justin Gallimore is | nation’s-best 10 interceptions. A E John Favret has a knee problem. hing in only one of their last six 
a stopper; he must step up with | smallish line must get penetration to CB Jamar Fletcher is steady, and LB u es. ‘The offensive line is not 
CB Rhett Nelson out with an injury. | ease the burden on the secondary. Nick Greisen led the Big Ten in eee 

[Advantage TSN verdict Advantage 
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Colorado St. 27 
Louisville 24 


Wisconsin 33 
UCLA 17 


Colorado State 


Louisville 
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5S p.m. ET, 1) 
December 29, 


Atlanta, ESPN. 


== Sawhy you should wah Se a Wy yoshi ih ——s 


Campbell 


a! 


Before the season, few figured either 
team would fare so well. What's really 
exciting is that the Yellow Jackets and the 
Tigers should be even better next season. 


Team analysis 


Reed 


& LSU (7-4) || Ga, Tech (9-2) Z 
g Ifyowhayen't || This team is & 
ab seen WR Josh —_| one year ahead 2 


of schedule, and 
x QB George Godsey—who surpassed 
expectations with 23 touchdowns and 
Prust six interceptions—is the biggest 
reason why. It has helped to have 

Ss Kelly Campbell and Kerry Watkins 
cat ing balls. RB Joe Burns could be a 


Reed yet, you're in| | 
for a treat. The 5-10 Reed can fly and 
has 10 touchdowns and 1,127 yards re- 
ceiving, The X-factor will be QB Jost TY 
Booty, who has been brilliant at times) 
but awful at others. His struggles have 
mirrored the team’s inconsistency. RBs | 
LaBrandon Toefield and Domanick Davis: 
power offensive coordinator Jimbo 
Fisher's I-based attack. The ae | 
is seasoned and strong, led by T Louisa ‘ 
| 


un defense. Tech's defense has been an 
improved unit. Sophomore E Greg 
Gathers i is a rising star, having tallied 
Williams. The defense rallies around 0 tackles for loss. Tech i is allowing 
sophomore LBs Trev Faulk, Bradie 


James and Jeremy Lawrence. 


D) pets yards per game. 
TSN verdictam 


Georgia Tech 34 
LSU 21 


Georgia Tech 


December 30, 
San Antonio, ESPN 


Ee Why you should va 
Kustok Ina matchup of big offenses, the back- Alexander 
and-forth sway will make the crowd look 
like Wimbledon watchers. The spread vs. 
the run. Two distinct styles, one wild game. 


: Team analysis z 
3 Noriwestem (8-3) | Nebraska (9-2) z 
3 Ateam thatat | The Huskers’ E 
8 times appeared —_—_|_ offense makes “3 B 
‘i dominant sure yards and a cloud = 


went out of its way at the end of the reg- | | of dust” look like the run-and-shoot. QB 
ular season to create doubts about its _--_ Eric Crouch and IBs Dan Alexander and 
place among college football's elite. With || Correll Buckhalter have rushed for a 
RB Damien Anderson and QB Zak combined 35 touchdowns and nearly 
Kustok leading a frenetic, no-huddle 3,000 yards. Nebraska fans need not 
spread attack, the Wildcats are capable worry about those three or the tough 
of toppling anyone. Yet they're also Offensive line, but they should lose 
prone to the serious flub, as they proved | some sleep over the Huskers’ shaky 

in a November loss to lowly Iowa. The special teams and secondary. Any early 
Wildcats need to lure the Cornhuskers slip-ups could be disastrous, because 
into a shootout because their smallish the Huskers aren’t likely to shut down 
defense won't hold up to the pounding if | Northwestern's offense, and they aren't 
Nebraska has the chance to grind it out. cut out for playing catch-up. 


Advantage TSN verdict 
Northwestem 42 
Northwestern @ @ @ I Nebraska on 2 


Nebraska 


Mitchell: 


Texas (9-2) 
Savor this 
game because | 

~ this time next 

year, you'll be sick of hearing about 
QB Chris Simms and WRs Roy Willi: 
and B.J. Johnson, the trio expected to” 
lead the Longhorns to great things. | 
RB Hodges Mitchell will shoulder much 
of the load against the Ducks, with the 
principals of the passing game getting 
plenty of licks. Of serious concern is the 
defense. Of the seven Big 12 teams 
‘Texas faced, only Oklahoma finished in” 
the upper half of the conference in total 
offense—and the Sooners hung 63 
points on the Longhorns. 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


= 


Farris 


Texas A&M (7-4) 
QB Mark Farris 
came on strong” 
after a slow start. 
Farris, a 25-year-old sophomore who 
played five years in the Pittsburgh 
Pirates’ minor league system, has his 
football timing back and makes the 
Aggies a legitimate passing threat with 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


WRs Robert Ferguson and Chris Taylor. | 


The key to A&M's offense is mammoth 
FB Ja’Mar Toombs’ ability to run 
through the teeth of the defense and 
catch passes. Defensively, the staple of | 
the Wreckin’ Crew is its linebackers. 
But leading tackler Jason Glenn's 
season was ended by a knee injury. 


‘Advantage 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 


Peach: Eric Edholm; Holiday, Alamo: Jason Langendorf; Independence: Marcus Carmouche 


With loads of young players, Texas has 
the talent to be one of the next great teams. 
Oregon is looking for its first big win since 
defeating Washington in September. 


Ee Why you should watch 

Bulldogs coach Jackie Sherrill, run out 
of College Station in ’88, faces his former 
team for the first time. A&M's R.C. Slocum 
was Sherrill’s assistant head coach. 


saleam analysist 
| Miss, State (7-4) 


| Miller and 
| Dontae Walker 


_Howey 


TODD WARSHAW FOR TSN 


defense and excellent special teams. 
Wihat’s not to like? For starters, 
wton's eight interceptions and one 
the two losses. pees lacked fire 


Miller (12), Haggan 
a 


RBs Dicenzo 


BOB LEVERONE/ TSN 


helped the Bulldogs lead the SEC in 
tushing (193.8 ypg) and took pressure 
off QB Wayne Madkin. But the teams’ 
best.offense is the defense. The unit 
shad 33 takeaways and scored seven 
TDs off turnovers. LB/DE Mario 
Haggan is the star of the front seven, 
and CB Fred Smoot shores up the 


\ secondary. Coordinator Joe Lee Dunn 


creates havoc with his unpredictable, 
blitzing style. But the defense is prone 
to wearing down late in games against 
teams that run the ball well. 


TSN verdict 


Miss. State 27 
Texas A&M 17 
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UNLV (7-5) 
Though folks around Las Vegas hi 


QB Jason Thomas is the future of Rebels 


football, there is little doubt RBs Jeremi 


here and now. The duo has led UNLV to, 
2278 rushing yards per game and 


8 p.m. EI, k 
December 21, P| 
Las Vegas, ESPN21 |) 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 


be brought along slowly. Coach John 


allowed Thomas, a sophomore transfer, 16) 


2 coeceniaaal Team analysis = 


kansas (6-5) 

‘Freshman RB Brandon Holmes came on 
late, gaining 95 yards against 

issippi State and 143 against Louisiana 


Rudolph and Kevin Brown represent the — | State, Holmes had 42 carries in the LSU 
j 4 


i | léan on the running game rather than 
| 


game, so the Razorbacks know they can 


‘shaky OB Robby Hampton. The most 


1 


it developnient is co-coordinator 


Robinson, in his second year, quickly has | John Thompson taking full control of the 


UNLY a. - @ eae @ made something of this program, which — | | defense The Hogs allowed only 3 points in 
Arkansas @ hasn't been to a bowl since 1994. ___ | the last seven quarters. 
Team analysis 
Marshall (7-5) _ Cincinnati (7-4) 


The Thundering Herd is making its 
fourth consecutive appearance in this 
bowl. The key is QB Byron Leftwich, a 


a non-factor because of injuries. The 
secondary is the anchor of a veteran 
defense. CBs Danny Derricott and 


Advantage 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 

Marshall @ @ Cincinnati 24 Maurice Hines are a strong tandem, but 
ae a aetbasesst “ esesnensnssee Marshall 10 foes have run up the middle at will. 
incinna’ @ @ LB Max Yates makes a lot of plays. 


East Carolina (7-4) 

Injuries have hurt, particularly on 
defense. An undersized front struggles 
to stop the run. At least LBs Pernell 
Griffin and Greg LeFever are strong. 
Anthony Adams paces a fast secondary. 
When you think of East Carolina, you 
think of QB David Garrard. But the 
Pirates run well. FBs Jamie Wilson and 
Leonard Henry can wear down a 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 


q 


RBs Ray Jackson and DeMarco 
McCleskey are formidable, and 
QB Deontey Kenner is a leader with a 


6-5, strong-armed passer. WR Nate Poole™ ~ five arm. The receiving corps is deep, 
is his favorite target. The ground game is | . and a large line offers ample protection 
| _ for Kenner and opens big holes. 


Yonathon Ruffin was chosen the nation’s 
top kicker. Should the offense struggle, a 
defense that is strong at linebacker 
delivers. FS DeJuan Gossett heads a 


veteran secondary. 


Tea al) Si 


Texas Tech (7-5) 
QB Kliff Kingsbury adapted well to 


| Mike Leach's spread attack, but yards 


' after the catch are few. WR Tim Baker 
Vhas the best hands; Derek Dorris and 

| Carlos Francis have the speed. The 

| ranning game is minimal, and the line 


has battled injuries. LB Lawrence 


| Flugence led the Big 12 in tackles, but 


this team is easy to run on. The strength 


« East Carolina 27 
Fest Caro inal snares? @ & “ 3 o Te Tech 21 defense. If not, WRs Marcellus Harris of the defense is a veteran secondary 
Texas Tech @ BES and Keith Stokes are up to the task. thai’s led by SS Kevin Curtis, 
Team analysis 
Texas-El Paso (8-3) Boise State (9-2) 


The Miners score big and strike 
quickly. Steady but unspectacular 
QB Rocky Perez has prime targets in 
TE Brian Natkin and WR Lee Mays. It’s 
a running back by committee behind a 
grizzled line in coach Gary Nord’s pro- 
style attack. An eigh{-man front stops 
the run. The Miners are better against 


we 
mumanitarian 


—— > By! 1:30 p.m. EF 
iy December 28, 
Boise, Idaho, ESPN: 


WEP 


TAdvantage 


TSN verdicta 
Boise State 38 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING 


UTEP @ the pass with FS D.J. Walker, LB Trey 
: : stents poor ; R Merkens and E Menson Holloway, who 
Bolse State @ eo @& fF tr 35 Bh ied the WAC with 10! sacks: 
> 5 Air Force (8-3) 
: Silicon Valley The Falcons finally have taken to the 
bt air. Previously married to the wishbone, 
7p.m.eF, HE coach Fisher DeBerry adjusted his offense 
December 31, this season to take advantage of QB Mike 
- 4 pose oe Thiessen's arm. The move paid off, with 
_ i. pisportsieg Thiessen helping to diversify the offense, 
Advantage though its bread and butter is still the 
i OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALTEAMS COACHING: ‘bone. Lucky for us, the Academy isn’t the 
Air Force <1) @ @ Air Force 40 last line of defense—the Falcons, who 
Fiosno Stato) 2 @ Fresno State 34 have allowed an average of 373 yards a 
game, often find themselves in shootouts. 
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This will be coach Dirk Koetter's last 
game at Boise State. The team led the , 
nation in scoring and had the No. 2 
Offense. QB Bart Hendricks, who led the 
nation with 35 touchdown tosses, is a 
savyy passer who makes a pedestrian 
group of skill players look good. The 
line's development has been key. The 
defense bends, but it usually makes the 
big plays. Ss Quintin Mikell, Shaunard 
Harts and Greg Sasser are the stalwarts. 


Team analysis a 


Fresno State (7-4) 

QB David Carr has a big-league arm 
and enough weapons in WRs Bernard 
Berrian and Charles Smith and 
‘TE Jeremy Johnson to put it to good 
use. Good thing—the Bulldogs averaged 
4.0/yards a carry in their wins but 2.2 in 
their losses. Fresno Siate gives up yards 
and points but counts on guys such as 
LB Orlando Huff to create havoc and 
tumovyers, which might be the Bulldogs’ 
only chance against the Falcons. 


Las Vegas, Silicon Valley: Jason Langendorf; Motor City, Galleryfurniture.com, Humanitarian: Tom Dienhart 


Reach over 3.4 million sports enthusiasts each week with an ad in THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE. 


Ad deadlines are Tuesdays 5:00 PM EST, eight (8) days prior to on sale date. Call Laura Dugan today for advertising information or to place your ad: 


Call (646) 424-2231 Fax (646) 424-2216 


convenrens s DESCRAMBLERS 
4 


# Friendly Service, 


¥# 13 Month Warranty. 


=> www.tkaelectronics.com 


FOR A FREE CATALOG OR INFORMATION, CALL TODAY. 


1-800-729-1776 


(@r.8 53 ©) Das BA 
CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS 


+30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
*1Year Warranty * Quantity Discounts 
«Lowest Prices * Free Catalog 
Hablamos Espafoll! 
1-800-785-1145 


Sports Games 


VARSITY GRIDIRON t™ 
The Game of College Football 


Table-Top Board Game - 2000 Edition 
Top 25 Teams + Major Conferences 
Updated teams available every year 
Play Solitaire or Head-to-Head 
Varsity Sports Industries Call for free brochure 
6666 Odana Rd, #113 Toll Free (888) 326-7217 
Madison, WI 53719 VSIGames@aol.com 


CABLE 'T-V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 


AND TEST CHIPS 
{GB All major brands. 


30-day money back guarantee, 
(EES) I-year warranty. [CoD] 


THB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 


MEMORABLE MOMENT... 
Sept 28, 1960 - Ted Williams 
belted career homer No. 521 in 
Boston's 5-4 victory over Bal- 
timore and promptly retired. 


A Journey Through the 
Fields of Baseball Magic 


The Sporting News relives the 
historic events occurring in 46 past 
and present baseball institutions 
from Fenway Park and the Polo 
Grounds, to Camden Yards and 
Jacobs Field in this unique keep- 
sake book. Unique illustrations 

of 46 major-league ballparks, 

rich color and black and white 
photography from the extensive archives 
of The Sporting News. 

11”x 8 V4”, 304 pages 

Hard cover with dust jacket, item #633 


To order call toll-free 


Dept. WY01225 


a 


Shipping & Handling: For US orders, add $3.95 for the first book, $1.95 for each additional book. 
Canadian orders, add $6,95 for the first book, $1.95 for each additional book. 
Also available wherever books are sold. 


You pay just $24.95! 


Regularly 


Licensed Apparel 


ar S 
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truck 


Game starts here!" 


Netting & More! 

Nylon #21 - ¢13.5 Price 

Net #30-¢19 — Persa. 
#36 - ¢24 


Axis 2000® inquire here 
CALL! —~ 1-800-997- 4233 
www.BetterBaseball.com @ 


Travel 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
SPORTS TRAVEL 


Call or click for free catalog 


www.roadtrips.com 
1-800-465-1765 


| 1-877-THE- 


starstruck.com « starstruck.com 


MINORLEAGUES.COM 
MINORLEAGUES.COM 
MINORLEAGUES.COM 


Business’ Opportu tities 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS! 

Sell sports equpt, pro & college apparel 
memorabilia, sports cards and more 
from your home, store front or Web site. 


Sportslaty 
FREE INFO PACKET 


800-909-5433 
www.sportslife.com 


$$ OWN A 900 # $$ 


(1 $99 TOTAL cosT 
( TURNKEY PROGRAMS 
(NO CHARSEBACKS 
FREE BROCHURE 
iwww.saturncommunications.com 


SATURN COMMUNICATIONS INC, 
1-888-484-9704 


DID YOU KNOW... on May 13, 
1958 Stan Musial became the | 
eighth member of baseball's 
3,000-hit club when he stroked a 
pinch-hit double off Moe 
Drabowsky in a 5-3 Cardinals’ 
victory at Chicago? 


ewsletters 


Koco 
SPORTS 


‘The worlds greatest sports and wrestling 
GB | newsletter around. Sport and Wrestling Fans 
pid. : finally a newsletter just for you!! That covers 
sports on all levels and gives you all your 


CPinehen al FP scccee wrestling news. The best of both worlds!! 
Snore 5 Koco Sports will also have Fantasy Sports and 
pL eee ANEW Imagine Sports Games. Send $15 for a ful 


Book Publishing Group year or $25 for two exciting years. Send your 
name and address with a check or M/O to: 
Koco Sports 
PO Box 48794 (TSN) 


St. Petersburg, FL 33743-8794 


Tickets 


TICKETS 


www.nwtix.com 


* NASCAR * 

* SUPER BOWL * 
* NBA * NFL Football * 
* All College Bowls * 
Pro Bowl * National Finals Rodeo 


~ 1-800-281-0753 


e Western States 4 


Ticket Service 


ee item tens 
Au Mayor Sporrine Events % 
 TueaTee % CONCERTS Ye 


000-326-0331 Fax 602-254-338 


Web waw.wstickets.com E-mail info@wetickets.co 


CONCERTS * SPORTING EVENTS © THEATRE 


GIANTS JETS PATRIOTS 
Yankees & Mets Playoffs Super Bowl 
Concerts NYC Theatre 
Specializing in Northeastern Events 
We Buy & Sell Corporate Accounts Welcome 
Choicatix@aol.com » (203)730-1182 mc VS AMX 


DID YOU KNOW... that 
Detroit's head coach, Scotty 
Bowman, hold the NHL 
career playoff records for 
wins — 205; and games — 324? 


Licensed Plates 


The web address for 


unique, colorful, 
mirrored laser plates. 

a =Xol a nl) Moxele) 
License Plates 


30-day money back guarantee 
NCAA, NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL 


Camps & Schools 


WENDELSTEDT 


UMPIRE SCHOOL 
Jan. 2, 2001 - Feb. 7, 2001 
12 MAJOR LEAGUE UMPIRES: 
ON STAFF FULL TIME. 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE: 
— " www.umpireschool.com 
CALL 904-672-4879 or WRITE. 
National Lg. Umpire 
, Harry Wendelstedt 
NatisnalLeagee 88 So, St, Andrews Drive 
Hisrry Weadeisteat Ormond Beach, FL 32174 


Mi FREE 
BROCHURE! ©, 
TNSEBATL SCHOOL 
DEFT. SN MILLER, MO 65707 


1-800-999-8369, 


4 


‘kis with veteran instructors and gemes each night. 
WINTER ¢ Florida and Arizona December 
‘Ages 13-20 Dec. 18-23 & 96-316 Ages 8-12 Dec. 26-31 


Coach's/Player's Clinic + Branson, MO ¢ February 
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A kick sparked the Irish; 
OU needed an interception 


all them the Magnificent Seven—the plays, in chronolog- 
ical order, that most shaped the pairings for the Bowl 


Championship Series. 


The kicker who could, September 16. 
Purdue’s Drew Brees had just thrown a 
touchdown pass to Vinny Sutherland for a 21-20 
lead at Notre Dame with 3:39 to play. That’s 
when Gary Godsey, a 6-6 sophomore tight end 
masquerading as a quarterback, went to work. 
Godsey converted three third-down plays and 
calmly drove the Irish into field-goal range. 

Nick Setta was summoned, and he kicked a 38- 
yard field goal as time expired, giving Notre Dame a 
23-21 win. The victory made the Irish believe in 
themselves, sparking them to a 9-2 finish and a 
BCS bowl. 

“Kicking the winning field goal at Notre Dame is 
better than at any place else,” Setta says. 
“Everyone in the whole world is watching.” 

Never say die, October 7. Miami planned to 
show the nation it was back, but Florida State's 
Chris Weinke wasn’t cooperating. Playing on a bad 
ankle, Weinke completed 29 of 58 passes for 496 
yards and three touchdowns, the last of which 
gave FSU a 24-20 lead with 1:37 to play. 

But the Hurricanes rallied, driving 68 yards in 
seven plays. Ken Dorsey hit tight end Jeremy Shockey 
with a 13-yard touchdown pass with 46 seconds left 
to give Miami a 27-24 lead. Dorsey completed 6 of 
7 passes on the drive. 

The victory was sealed when Florida State’s 
Matt Munyon missed wide right on a 49-yard 
field-goal attempt in the final seconds. 

“J just wanted to get back on the field to prove 
something to all those writers who said we would 
lose this game because I was a sophomore and 
had never played in a game like this,” Dorsey says. 

Pick and roll, October 28. Florida trailed 
Georgia, 17-9, and the Bulldogs were driving for 
another score late in the first half. Georgia's 
Quincy Carter dropped back to pass, looking for 
Damien Gary. Florida cornerback Lito Sheppard in- 
tercepted the ball at the Gators’ 21 and juked his way 
63 yards to the Georgia 26 to set up the tying touch- 
down just before halftime. 

The Gators rolled to a 34-23 win. A young de- 
fense that still was learning needed plays like that 
to win the SEC. 

“[ really didn’t want to go down,” Sheppard 
says. “I was able to get my little crease and go 
through it.” 

The pain within, October 28. It happened just 
before halftime of a 37-34 win against Pittsburgh. 
That's when Virginia Tech’s Michael Vick was 
clutching at his right ankle after being sacked by Pan- 
thers linebackers Amir Purifoy and Gerald Hayes. It 
was sprained badly. Vick didn’t play the rest of the 
game, and worse, the unbeaten Hokies had a date 
in Miami the next week. 

Backup quarterback Dave Meyer and running 
back Lee Suggs saved the Hokies against Pitts- 
burgh, but Tech needed Vick against the Hurri- 
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ese) 
SHOCKEY 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


ae 2 
SIX: Shockey’s catch saved the ’Canes against FSU. 


canes. Meyer started, but Vick played. Vick wasn’t 
himself, and Virginia Tech lost, 41-21. It was the 
Hokies’ only loss, and it cost them another shot at 
a national title. 

Never say die II, October 28. Washington, after 
leading Stanford 24-6 with 5:57 to play, found it- 
self trailing 28-24 with 53 seconds remaining. 
Then Washington's Marques Tuiasosopo saved the 
day, hitting Justin Robbins for a 22-yard touchdown 
with 17 seconds left in the Huskies’ 31-28 victory. 
Tuiasosopo set up the score with a 27-yard pass to 
Todd Elstrom and a 31-yarder to Will Hooks. Rob- 
bins, who ran a streak pattern, juggled the ball in 
the end zone before making the winning catch. 

The Huskies improved to 7-1, keeping alive 
their Rose Bowl dreams. “Just catch it, don’t drop 
it,” Robbins says he told himself. 

Hide and seek, November 4. It was a play-action 
pass. Receiver Snoop Minnis streaked down the 
field. Standing in his end zone and hiding the ball on 
his hip for what seemed like forever, Florida State's 
Weinke threw to Minnis for a 98-yard touchdown 
against Clemson. Minnis caught the ball near the 
FSU 35 and outran everyone. The play gave FSU 
a 10-0 lead on its way to a 54-7 win and solidified 
the team’s notion that it was special and could 
overcome any situation. 

Perfect timing, November 11. Oklahoma's per- 
fect record and national title hopes were in danger 
at Texas A&M’s Kyle Field. The Sooners trailed 
31-28 midway through the fourth quarter, and 
Texas A&M had the ball. With 7:18 left, OU line- 
backer Torrance Marshall stepped in front of Mark 
Farris’ pass and ran it back 41 yards, providing the 
winning touchdown in a 35-31 victory. OU re- 
mained 9-0 and No. 1 in the nation. “I was lucky 
to catch it,” Marshall says. 

Just call it Sooners magic. TSN 


Staff writer Tom Dienhart covers college football 
for THE SportING News. E-mail him at 
tsntsd@aol.com. 


CAMPUS RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS FROM TOM OLENHART 


inside 


Ohio State is using the practice time for 
its Outback Bowl appearance vs. South 
Carolina to install elements of the spread 
offense. The Buckeyes have been an 
Lformation team under John Cooper, but 
Ohio State likes what Northwestern and 
Purdue accomplished with spread attacks. 
South Carolina used it to rise from 0-11 to 
7-A this season. Buckeyes QB Steve Bellisari 
has the athletic skills to run the offense. ... 
North Carolina athletic director Dick 
Baddour is taking heat on several fronts 
after hiring John Bunting as coach. People 
are upset that Bunting wasn't hired 
immediately after Virginia Tech coach Frank 
Beamer turned down the job. That made it 
appear Baddour had no other immediate 
options. This comes not too long after a 
search for a basketball coach played out in 
a similar fashion. ... New Wake Forest coach 
Jim Grobe says he won't necessarily run the 
option-oriented offense that was so 
successful at Ohio. He wants to evaluate the 
Demon Deacons’ personnel before picking 
an offense. That sounds good, but he would 
be better off running the option. No one else 
features it in the ACC, which would make it 
difficult to prepare for. And the offense 
doesn’t require great personnel, which 
Wake never has. QB Anthony Young would 
be a nice fit in the option. ... It’s great that 
San Jose State tabbed Arkansas assistant Fitz 
Hill as its head coach, making him only the 
fifth black head coach among 115 Division 
LA schools. But Hill has the job only 
because Dave Baldwin justifiably wanted an 
increase in salary after taking the Spartans 
to a 7-5 record, their best since 1992. 
Baldwin didn’t 
get it. 


QUICK FIX? The 
Buckeyes and 
Bellisari are 
adding wrinkles 
from the spread 
during their 
bow! practices. 
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More college football at sportingnews.com/cfootball AOL keyword: TSN 


Someone let the dogs out 


n 2000, a year in which bewildered. hockey hero Sergei 
Fedorov said dating Anna Kournikova made him such a public 
figure that it was “like living in a soup bowl,” Kournikova 


turned up at a news conference 

to promote a line of underwear 

and refused to answer obvious 
questions, saying, “I’m not here to talk 
about my personal life. I’m here to 
talk about bras.” The Kournikova ad 
campaign’s catch phrase: “ONLY 
THE BALLS SHOULD BOUNCE.” 

In 2000, angered by an Asian Cup 
soccer loss, Saddam Hussein’s son, 
Uday, threw three Iraqi players in 
prison and had the soles of their feet 
whipped. 

Talking about Joe DiMaggio 
months after his death, Sammy Sosa 
said in 2000, “That's the guy whose 
girlfriend was Marilyn Monroe?” 

Spanish red partridges, whatever 
they are, surrendered in the fall of 
2000 to this army of unemployed 
hunters: King Juan Carlos, Herbert 
Norman Schwarzkopf, George Herbert 
Walker Bush and Robert Montgomery 
Knight, all armed and dangerous. 

Naoko Takahashi of Japan won the 
Olympic women’s marathon and 
attributed her stamina to a regimen that 
included the drinking of stomach juices 
extracted from killer hornets that travel 
up to 60 miles a day, sometimes at 
speeds of 20 miles per hour. As for John 
Daly's training habits, the once-admitted 
alcoholic who didn’t fall off the wagon 
but leaped off explained why he endorsed a certain non-alcoholic 
beverage: “It tastes good with vodka.” 

In 2000, somebody let the dogs out. 

The Big Aristotle graduated. 

Tiger won ’em all. 

Venus, too. 

Monica Seles took batting practice in Yankee Stadium; Al Gore pitched 
batting practice in Detroit, and Mavericks owner/dot.com billionaire Mark 
Cuban paid $15,000 to attend a Michael Jordan fantasy basketball camp 
at which he went one-on-one with MJ and dropped severe trash-talk on the 
tall, bald one: “I asked him what it felt like to be the poorest man on the 
court.” 

A stock car racing fan wearing a Dale Earnhardt cap was charged with 
killing a stock car racing fan wearing a Jeff Gordon cap. 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals campaigned to change the 
Packers name because, the animal-rights group insisted, honoring 
slaughterhouse workers promotes bloodshed. And New Republic senior 
editor Gregg Easterbrook preferred to think of the Quitskins as the 
Chesapeake Region Watershed Indigenous Persons owned, of course, by 
Mr. Daniel M. (Call Me Mister) Snyder. 

In Y2K, computers kept running. Eric Lindros and Troy Aikman often 
had to be rebooted. 

Olympic News 2000: Our Wyoming farm boy Rulon Gardner sent the 
big ol’ bear whimpering back to Siberia. ... Marion Jones’ number was 
three (gold medals), and her husband CJ. Hunter’s number was four 
(failed drug tests). ... Workers wearing white gloves applied 24-carat gold 


JONES PHOTO BY KEVIN FRAYER/ AP; WILLIAMS PHOTO BY ADAM BUTLER / AP; WOODS PHOTO BY CHUCK BURTON / AP. 


A YEAR OF CHAMPIONS: Despite the quirkiness of 2000, we were thrilled by 
the steady, even performances of Woods, Williams and Jones. 


In Y2K, computers kept running. Eric Lindros 
and Troy Aikman often had to be rebooted. 


dust to Michael Johnson’s running shoes, 

which, as always, came with invisible wings.” 

.. Paralympians introduced a new 

performance-enhancing technique: They 

raised their blood pressure 10 percent by 

(choose one) jabbing pins into their legs, 

blocking catheters to their bladders, sitting 

on tacks. ... Cathy Freeman, we loved you. 
The Yankees won their fourth World 
Series in five years. 

Lance Armstrong won his second Tour de 
France. 

The Rams won their first Super Bowl. 

The Bulls won an eighth NBA title. (Or 
would have, MJ insisted, if he, Scottie and Phil 
had stayed.) 

Hollywood Henderson won $28 

million in the Texas state lottery. Alex 

, Rodriguez won $252 million. 
The New England Journal of 
Medicine reported in October 2000 
the truly sickening results of a Duke football 

game played in 1998. Florida State won, 62- 
13. The sick part was the turkey sandwiches. 
Food poisoning in 43 Dukies was passed to 
11 Seminoles during the game by way of 
contaminated hands and food thrown up on 
uniforms. 

One night in 2000, three cars worth 

almost $200,000 were stolen from an 

auto-audio shop in Tampa. The two 

Mercedes and a Lexus belonged to 

Shaquille O'Neal, Warren Sapp and Dwight 
Gooden. 
Dennis Rodman announced his personal- 
appearance fee: $75,000 an hour. 
Olden Polynice was arrested and charged 
with impersonating a police officer; Mark 
Chmura was charged with sexual assault; Ray Lewis, Rae Carruth and 
Fred Lane’s wife were charged with murder; Tonya Harding was charged 
with hitting her squeeze in the forehead with a hubcap, and, though no 
one was arrested, 14 patrol cars and a helicopter were dispatched to Jim 
Brown's house to quiet down a birthday party. 

Speaking of murder, OJ. Simpson paid $575,000 for a five-bedroom, 
four-bath estate in south Florida, pool included, and said it was nothing 
like the homes to which he had become accustomed. “This place has a lot 
of shortcomings compared to them,” he said. 

John Rocker talked bad. 

Allen Iverson talked worse, 

Roger Clemens pinged a fastball off Mike Piazza’s helmet in July, and in 
October angrily threw a broken bat in Piazza’s direction, moving him up 


: three notches in the Marty McSorley Head-Hunting Ratings, just ahead of 


Pedro (Who, me?) Martinez. 
ABC Sports handed a microphone to comedian Dennis Miller for 
Monday Night Football. NBC announced the hiring of governor/rassler 


: Jesse Ventura to do XFL color. CBS didn’t hire Bob Knight for its college 


basketball programs, presumably because the network had a more 


: qualified commentator in mind, perhaps Pamela Anderson. 


And, in the year 2000, Americans elected as their 43rd president a 


man who in his time as a baseball executive approved the trade of Sammy 


Sosa for Harold Baines. TSN 


Dave Kindred is a contributing writer for THE Sportinc News. Look for additional 
commentary from Dave weekdays at sportingnews.com and on AOL (keyword: TSN). 


DECEMBER 25, 2000 > TSN OF 


PRESENTING THE FULL LINE = OF CHEV, ULL-SIZE PICKUPS. ; 


Ys , 


5 1500, 2500, and the all-new 2500HD and 3500 models, Crew Cab} Extended Cab, Regular Cab. 2WD, 4WD. Short, 


Box, Long stove Big Bole) (-\V im =t-(ela-ale M-\ 18] Chevy full-size pickup has one thing in common: the name Silverado? 


“ From Chevy. The most dependable, longest-lasting trucks on the road: 877-THE TRUCK or chevy.comisilverado 


See. 


oe - SILVERADO =i | a 


*Dependability based on longevity: 1981-1999 full-line light-duty truck company registrations. Excludes other GM divisions. © 2000 GM Cop. Buckle up. America! 


